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INTRODUCTION. 



Thb following coirespondenoe has been leprintechia. the hope 
that a knowledge of the pure truth as to the recent questions 

with Brazil may be thus more widely diffused. The paid 
puffers of Brazil and lacqueys of its legation have had it too 
much their own way in the En*:^lish press, and with the 
general publia It is time that some truth about the 
Brazilian Government should be told in support of the energy 
with which Lord Russell has lately endeavoured to bring 
Brazil to proper conduct, and his firmness in a tone best 
suited for the true, large, permanent interests of British 
commerce, aad for ensuring in the end stable relations of 
friendship. 

When the news of the difiference with the Brazilian 
Government &i3t reached England, in the beginning of 
February, the public were taken by surprise. There is a 

general ignorance about South American Governments in 
England, and a general indifference to Brazil, except among 
those connected with that country by commerce or specu- 
lation. There is no trustworthy English book on Brazil, 
written by any intelligent independent person who has lived 
long enough in that country to know ii The American 
work, Brazil and the Brazilians," by Kidder and Fletcher, 
is an elaborate fulsome puff of Brazil which has done much 
mischief. 

Not the least of this mischief is its having deceived the 
"Quarterly Beview," whose article on the Br^ilian Empire 
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(October, 1S60,) written by a pei-son who had t videutly 
never been in Brazil, and had "got up "the subject from 
books, chiefly Kidder and Eletcher^s work, .and French 
publications of M. Charles Beybaud» a busy writer in the 
Brazilian interest, with perhaps some aid from the Brazilian 
Legation itself, has dune much harm in ci\*ating a general 
false impression that Brazil is excellently governed. 

Sucli a statement as the followinir is simply ridiculous to 
one who knows Brazil and the Brazilian Govemmeni, and is 
a pufiP in the style in which the Brazilians continually puff 
themselves, very unworthy of a periodical of the high literary 
character of the " Quarterly Ivcview." 

<«In striking eontrast to the greater portion of the tenitory 
that once formed the colonial Empire of Spain, there stands out in 
gmnd proportions, and as an almost solitaiy exception to the 
general political degradation of the South American continent, one 

country which the constitutional statesmen of Europe, and the 
free people of Euglaud, can regai'd with almost unqualiiied 
satisfaction." 

Here is another similar puE 

"But in Brazil the actiun of Governmont is now as steady, and 
almost as regular, as that of the orelinary laws of nature." 

Some statements which will follow as to the corruption of 
Judges in Brazil, are the best commentary on the innocent 

Ee viewer's account of the administration of justice; — 

"The dispensation of justice, although, perhaps, not so perfect, 
or free from all suspicion of corruption as that of England^ is 
conducted with becoming solemnity, and is on the whole said to 
be satisfactory.** 

Mr. Layard stated in the House of Commons, on March 6, 
that a letter had lately falleu into the English Minister's 
hands, written by an influential official, calling on the Judge 
in a suit in which an Englishman, Mr. Beeves, was a party, 
to decide against Mr. Beeves. The Solicitor-General con- 
iirmed this statement with the additional remark that the 
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Bnusilian Gbvemment declared there was nothing nnnsnal in 
such a proceeding. This incident is referred to by Mr. 
Christie in a despatch to Earl Russell : 

"Your Lordsliip may tliink we are in a position fairly to sug- 
gest to the BiazilLin Government that^ whilo the canvassing of a 
Judge in a suit pending before liim against an Englishman by a 
high official in the Ministry of Justice, is passed • oyer without 
notice^ Her Mejesty's Goyemment cannot be expected to assign 
great value to any legal proceedings in BiaaL" (XoYember 6, 
1662, p. 204.) 

The Reviewer's remarks on re]i«,don and religious toleration 
in Brazil are a specimen of suck nonsense as a man mu3t 
write, who is detennined to praise and does not know his 
Bubjectb 

*' The i)rincii)lo ou Mliicli the lionian Catholic system is based 
is altogether abjured in Brazil, licligious toleration is one of tho 
fuudanieutiil princi])les of the Constitution. All have full and 
entire liberty to profess antl exerei.se any religion \vhat('ver, and to 
erect religious cdilices. with the single restriction that they luust 

not have steeples and bells At one remai lv O lo 

crisis a complete separation from Eomo was immuient, wliich 
would have been hailed, it is believed, with general satisfiMtion by 
the people ; there cannot be a doubt that the ties which bind this 
great country to the Papa<7 axe now of the slightest character, and 
might, with very little provocation, be snapped asunder in a day. 
The Emperor, in imitation of the piety or custom of his predeces- 
B0T8, walks bareheaded, with a taper in his hand, in the procession 
in honour of St George, and it is not probable that his subjects 
wiU cease to find their gratification in religious displays while they 
are thus countenanced by their Sovereign's presence. These fes- 
tivals a2)pcar to be regarded in Brazil rather as popular festivities 
than as religious observances. Tho clergy endeavour to make them 
as attractive, and therefore as prohtahle^ as they can. We have 
seen an ecclesiastical advertisement announcing that ' brilliant 
horse-racing' will terminate the solemnities of the day ; but the 
religion of the Church of Rome has no root in the land ; the 
priesthood aie said to be diminishing year by year, and to have 
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been recently so reduced in number that the Government was 
under the necessity of sending t^ Italy for a supply to keep up the 
legolar ministrations of the Church. We cannot but regard it as 
an auspicioOB fact that the reformed faith, as made known to the 
western continent^ ma fiist proclaimed, under the I>atch regimCf 
within the temtcny of BiaaL" 

But this wondeifdl auspicious foct notwithstandiug, there 

are probably not fifty Brazilian Protestants in existence, and 
the state of things so complacently described by the Reviewer 
as satisfactory, is nothing more nor less than decay of religious 
feeling. Where is the merit of the mununezies which the 
Emperor leads " in imitation of the piety or custom of his 
predecessors/' and of the religioos observances regarded as 
** popular festivities/' and capped by ** brilliant horse- 
racing ? " The Pope's influence may have dwindled ; but the 
Eeviewer does not say that religion or morality grows. It 
is also difficult to appreciate the religious toleration, so 
delightful to the Beviewer, which excludes "steeples and 
bella" Such nonsense as this was probably never found in 
a work of tiie literary pretensions of the ''Quarterly 
/Review." The Brazilian clergy are notoriously immoral ; 
there is little religion in the country and much bigotry and 
intolerance. Within the last two years in Kio de Janeiro a 
house in which Protestant worship was conducted by an 
exemplary Englishman, and to which a few Brazilians were 
known to resort^ was surrounded and stoned, and the lives 
of the worshippers imperilled by a Brazilian mob ; and 
there was very little zeal shown for repression or punishment 
by the Brazilian authorities. Within the last two years also 
the Custom-house authorities of Rio de Janeiro refused 
entry to Protestant tracts, for no other reason than that their 
doctrine was offensive to the religion of the State. The 
tribunal of the Treasury justified the exclusion of these 
tracts ; and it was only under the pressure which has been 
brought to bear on the Brazilian Government on the ques- 
tions of the Prince of Wales" and the " Forte/' that they 
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at last yielded to the remonstrances of the British Leijation, 
previously unheeded, and the tracts have been admitted. 
This, by the way, is one proof of the good effecta of Lord 
Bttssell's meaauieB. At this moment the Brazilian authorities 
axe in dispute with the German Protestants in Petiopolis, 
requiring them to remove from the outside of a Protestant 
place of worship just built representations of a Bible and 
Crosses, — outward signs objected to by the Government of a 
country in which, according t>o the "Quarterly Keview," 
religious toleration is one of the fundamental principles of 
the Constitution/' and which, according to the same high 
authority, "the constitutional statesmen of Europe and the 
free people of England can regard with almost unqualified 
satisfaction." 

The Reviewer takes care not to mention the compulsion 
from England under which the Brazilian Government have 
suppressed the slave trade, nor does he even allude to the 

long struggle of English Ministers with bad faith and ** sub- 
terfuges, evasions, and unfounded assertions'* which preceded 
the compulsory suppression. He also glides most gently 
over slavery in Brazil : — 

** The traffic was carried on with more or less activity until the 
year 1850, when measures were adopted for its suppression ; and it 
is gratifying to be able to add that no Goyemment could have 
acted with better faith than that Qf Brazil in its efforts to com- 
pletely put an end to it The moral aspect of 

slavery, as it still exists in Biazil, is in striking contrast to that of 
the United States. Li the one it is an admitted evil to he got xid 
of as speedily as possible ; in the other it is an 'institution ' iden* 
tified, in the opinion of a laige party, with the interests and pro- 
sperity of the ootmtiy. It is prohable that before many generations 
have passed away slavery will cease to exist in lirazil ; it exists now 
in a very mitigated form." 

In the Slave Trade Correspondence, dass B, presented to 
' Parliament in 1862, p. 53, there is printed a despatch from 
Her M^esty's lifinister in Brazili commenting on the state- 
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ments of tho " Quarterly Eeview " about alaveiy. Mr. Cliristio 
says, — 

**There is no saeh law as is stated by the Beviewer, giving the 
slave a right to appear at any time before a magistrate, have his 
price fixed, and buy his freedom. This is a complete mistake. 
Slavery may be, and I believe is, with a considerable number of 
enlightened and respectable men in Brazil * an adniittGd evil,' but 
as your Lordship will have learnt from previous reports of mine, 
there are no sigDs whatever, at present in Brazil, of abolition of 
slavery, and there is no disposition even to entertain measures for 
mitigating its acknowledged evils, or £or preparing for ultimate 
abolition. And slavery in Brazil certainly is^ what the Beviewer 
sajB that it is not^ ' an ifuHiuiion identified, in the opinion of 
a large party, with the interests and prosperity of the country.' It 
would not certainly he inferred from the Beviewer's account of 
slavery in Brazil, that there are more than 3,000,000 of slaves in a 
population of feom 7,000,000 to 7,500,000." 

Mr. Christie reported, in 1860, 1861, and 1862, a proposal 
made in the Brazilian Senate, to prohibit the public sales of 

slaves by auction, and the separation, in sales, cf husband 
from wife, and children from parents. The proposal has been 
thrice rejected 

In the Slave Trade Correspondence B, presented this year, 
p. 112, is a despatch &om Mr. Christie on an internal slave- 
trade between the Brazilian Provinces, showing that nearly 
forty thousand have been dex>orted by sea alone from the 

Northern Provinees to liio during the last ten years and a 
half. Mr. Christie says, — 

** Tins number does not comprise the slaves who may have come 
with their masters^ and been afterwards sold in this Province, or 
those who may have been sent by land. In most of the northern 
Provmces heavy duties, from 100 to 200 milrds (101 to 202.) a 

head have been imposed on export of slaves. To evade these duties 
many have been sent by land, the journeys being sufficiently toil- 
some. These slaves have been principally absorbed in the coffee 
plantations oi liio de Janeiro and Minas Goiaes, and some have gone 
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to 8i Fool's. There can be no doal»t ihat tbis intemtl daTe 
IsEaffic involves the enieliiies of fbioed lemoval fiom home and 
eepstation of families. Attempts have been made on one or two 

occasions by independent members of the Legislature to obtain 

the pruhiltitiuii of tliis iutt-nuil Irullic, which they have denounced 
as resembling in inic^uity the foreip:n slave trade. But the general 
Legislature has never done anything in the matter. 

Mr. BaiUie, Chaxg6 d'Affiuiea, writes to Earl Bnssell 
Deeember 6, 1661 : — 

** The external slave trade has undouhtedly ceased. There haa 
been, I believe, no attempt to land slaves on the shores of Brazil 
for several years, and it is frequently said that a renewal of the 
traffic is impossible. This may tnm out to be quite true ; but 
how &r the impossibility arises from any real aversion to slavery 
or sense of its moral wrong, or of the debasing influence it ezer* 
eises wherever institnted, is quite another question, and I much 
lear that the feeling of a very large dass in Brasil is rather a 
aollsn acquiescenee in a steto of things which, owing to external 
pressure and public opinion and other causes, cannot be b(>l]>ed, 
than from any conviction of the evils of the old system of negro 
importation." 

Enough has probably been said by this time to show the 
untmstworthiness of the praises of the " Quarterly Beview." 
The ikwmm of the Reviewer, or ratiier of those whose mis- 
statements he has unsuspectingly taken, and his own igno- 
rance of the subject are strikingly shown by a passage on 
the relations of Brazil with the Argentine Bepublic. The 
Keviewer states 

• The attitude of the Argentine Confederation towards Brazil, 
under the Presidency of Urquiza, was one of hostility, and an in- 
cipient war between the two states was stopped by the mediation 
of England and Erance. It was the avowed policy of this un- 
scrupulous man to form a combination of Spani>-h American States 
against BrazU^ and to wrest from it a considerable portion of its 
territory." 

There is only one answer to all this, Mr. BoroheH's short 

h 
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one on the " Vicar of Wakefield," — Fudge. There was iio 
" incipient war," no " mediation/' no such policy on the part 
of that miscmpuloTis man,'' Uiqniza. 
- It ia not of course to be sapposed for one moment^ and the 
viiter would not dream of insinuating, that this unfortunate 
* article of the ** Quarteiiy Review ** is to he ascribed to cor- 
rupt motives. The Reviewer doubtless believed all lie wrote ; 
knowing nothing himself, he blindly trusted to interested 
information. Credit must be given him for having worked 
up with much cleverness the. bad materials by which he has 
been imposed upon. 

The ifftide in the " Quarterly Eeview ** is not a solitary re* 
markable lesult of systematic efforts made by the Brazilian 
Government, for a scries of years, with much expenditure of 
money, and with much adroitness, not only in England, but 
also in France, Germany, and other countries of Europe, and 
in North America, to create a reputation which is not borne 
out by their acts at homa Money is not wanting, and it is 
used freely. In the last budget a sum exceeding 18,0002L 
was voted for *' secret service and suppression of slave trade," 
and a similar sum is voted annually. Tliere is no slave trade 
now to su])press, and this sum is for secret service. Foreign 
writers of ])ooks favourable to Brazil are paid handsomely. 
It is a chief business of every Brazilian Legation to acquire 
as much influence as possible with newspapers, and get 
pnffing articles and paragraphs inserted wherever they can. 
In Paris, Berlin, and Lisbon there are literary hacks in the 
service of Brazil. In Berlin a great object is to attract 
German eniij^rants, and the Brazilian Legation there is a 
central ollice for working the German press in praise of 
Brazil as a field for colonization and in disparagement of the 
Biver Plate countries 

The University of Oxford conferred last year, at the Com- 
memoration, an honorary doctor's degree on the Brazilian 
Minister, M. Moreira, and another, at the same time, on 
j^id Palmei'stoa If this honoiu was worthy of Lord 
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Palmerston, it is very difficult to see how Lloreira could 
be worthy of it. It is believed that it was intended as a 
compliment, not to M. Moreira, but to the Brazilian Govern- 
ment^ and that it was a tribute to their suppiession of the 
slave trade, which, it was probably not known at Oxford, 
was brought about chiefl \ in cnnipulsionof Lord PaJmerston, 
who is a constant and special object of Brazilian hatred, and 
of aljuse ill the Brazilian newspapers. This again is an 
ultimate result of long aud adroit agitation by Brazil in its 
own praise, the success of which has been aided by the 
general indi£ference to Brasilian affairs, and consequent 
general ignorance about Brazil It could not be supposed 
for a moment that the University of Oxford acted knowingly 
or directly under corrupt iniluences, any more than that it 
could have wished to diminish the honour which it offered tQ 
XiOrd Palmerston. 

It is a very remarkable circumstance tiiat two liberal new»- 
papers, the Daily News and the Star, both vehement against 
the Confederate States in North America on account of 
slavery, have been the most eager defenders and protectors of 
Brazil against their own government, and have acted in the 
late questions as organs of the Brazilian Legation. How can 
this be accounted for with newspapers of their opinions and 
antecedents, closely connected with honourable and liberal 
politicians, except by their having placed mistaken confidence 
in information of parties wliose interested motives they have 
not suspected ? The editors of the DaUy News and the Star, 
who have hitherto appeared to consider that the Brazilian 
Government is immaculate and must always be right, and 
that the English Government is necessarily wrong if it com- 
plains of Pii azil, would do well to study the information as 
to slavery in Brazil constantly given by the Comio McrcarUil 
of Bio de Janeiro, and that annually supplied to Parliament 
in the Slava Trade Blue^books^ Class E 

The last of these Blue-books, just laid before Parliament, 
contains, in continuation of preceding publications, much 
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correspondence, showing the bad faith of the Brazilian 
Government and their ]fersevering refusal to attend to the 
representations of the English Government relative to free 
AMeans, calculated to be about ten thousand in all, who 
have been consigned to the care of the Brazilian Govemmenl 
under treaty, and on agnaranfee of freedom, bat who are ill* 
treated and kept in slaveiy, and the Brazilian Government 
will give no infonnation. 

The following are extracts from the correspondence pre- 
sented to Parliament in 1863 : — 

'* If tho statements contained in this article are well founded, 
which would appear from Mr. BaiUie's despatch to he the case, 
the Brazilian Government has undoubtedly broken faith both with 
these emancipated blacks and with her Majesty's Government) 
under whose auspices, coiyointly with that of Brazil, the negroes 
adjudicated upon by the mixed British and BraziUan Commission 
weie emancipated." (Earl Kuaaell to Mr. Ghriatie^ Feb. 6. 1862.) 

** Tout Lordflliip may, I think, consider it abundantly proved 
by the long oonespondence on this aubject 6om Mr. Hudaon'a 
time to mine, that the BraziUan Govemment have not fulfillecl 
their obligations as to these free blacks, and that they have treated 
evasively aU demands of her Majesty's Govemment even for 
inquiry and information. The conduct of the Brazilian Govern- 
ment about the free blacks is not to their honour, and is such as 
to tlirow doubt on the singleness and purity of their motives in 
the abolition of the slave trade. Your Lordship will, I hoj)e, now 
excuse me for suggesting that the conduct of the Brazilian 
Government about the free blacks furnishes an answer, if her 
Majesty's Govemment desire to use it, to the Bnudlian oomphdnts 
that notwithstanding the entire cessation of the slave trade, the 
Aberdeen Act remains unrepealed. And another similar answer may 
be derived fiom another question, which I brought to your Lord- 
ship's notice in my despatch of Hay 24, 1861, the number of 
slaves in Brazil, imported since 1831 in violation of law and 
treaty, and still held in slavery, without any eirort or interference 
of the Brazihan authorities to terminate their illegal bondage." 
(Mr. Christie to Earl Kussell, May 3, 1862.") 
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I again take occasion to aay I hare yet leeeived no taoBWW 
to 1^ note which I wrote by instraotion from your Lordship aot 
fu back aa March 18, 1861, asking for information about these, 
free Africans, and to which I urgcutly recalled the attention of 
the GoTemment, in my note to Senhor Taques of April 17. It 
should be to be presumed that the Government have kept a libt of 
the iree Africans, and of the private persons and public estaljliiih- 
ments to which they have been assigned for seiTice ; and it seems 
extraordinary that, at the end of eighteen months, they should be 
yet unable to furnish Her Majesty's GoYemment with a list of 
those still living and in service, dead, or emancipated." (Mr; 
Christie to Earl Bussell, September 30, 1861) 

It is a matter of notoriety that the Brazilian Government 
have an active agent in this country, Mr. W. H. Clark, 
foimerly B^;istrar of the Gieat Northern Bailway, a mem« 
ber of the Reform Club, paid correspondent of the chief Bio 

de Janeiro newspaper, the Journal do Corntncrcio, and writer 
in the Daily Neivs, and otlier newspapers. He is practically 
a nieuiber of the Brazilian Legation. 

Mr. Clark, paid ooiiespondent of the J<mmal do CommereiOi 
wrote on the 8th of February to that Jonznal as follows^ 
about the articles in the Daily News. 

" The TimeSf mistaken in many of its facts as to this event, 
taking for granted that the Under Secretary of State spoke truth, 
in saying that English sailors had been assassinated, imd, anxious 
to protect the Cabinet at the beginning of the session by warding 
off all serious questions, defends the proceeding. .... The 
Daily Nem^ better informed on the subject and on Brazilian 
affairs generally, and without allowing its friendship for Earl 
Eussell to prevent it from speaking the truth, censures tlie whole 

of Mr. Christie's conduct Unfortunately the TimeSf 

having no correspondent in Eio de Janeiro, was not so well in- 
formed as the Daily News, and published on the 5th an inaccurate 
and stupid article." 

It is Mr. Clark's business to get as much defi'iice and 
praise of Brazil as possible inserted in the English liews^ 



Digitized by Google 



xfr 

papers ; and all the puflSiig paragraphs and articles which 
appear are transmitted by him twice a month to the J ownial 
do Cammercio, where they are tnuislated in full for the Bra- 
zilian publia The penny-arliners have lately been very busy 
under his direction in "remarking*' that M. Moreira's 
absence from levees was " remarked," and in recording tlie 
numbers who attended His 3'^xcellcncy at tlie raih\nv .station 
on his departure : and these inspired paragraphs will be duly 
reported to liio de Janeiro to make the Brazilian public 
believe that M. Moreira's departure has greatly agitated thei 
English people^ and that there is here general sympathy 
with Brazil and general disapproval of the English govern- 
ment. 

The ^'ollu^ving are a few specimens of the many gross mis- 
representations which have appeared in the Daily Nms on 
the subject of the reprisals in Brazil. It is impossible to 
suppose that the highly respectable editor of that respectable 
newspaper can have been aware of the falsehoods which he 
was helping to* circulate, falsehoods so easily exposed by 
reference to the published correspondence, or that he can 
have had a suspicion of the bias by which such misrepresen- 
tations may be explained. 

**The correspondence shows that Earl Russell in issuing instruc- 
tions to Mr. Christie, expressly gave him authority to make another 
reference to Her Majesty's Government concerning tlie resjionso 
that might be made to his ultimatum before resorting to reprisals, 
and that Mr. Christie, concealing that authority from the ^larquis 
of Abrante'!, prefezied the abuse to the use of those instmctions." 
(Daily Newa^ Febiuaiy 23.) 

Malicious lying could not go further than this in mis- 
representation. Earl Eussell instructed Mr. Christie as 
follows, November 4th, 1862. "Her Migesty's Govern- 
ment are very reluctant to proceed to extreme measures 
against BrazU but as a last resource, and any proposal on her 
part for arbitration oji the questions at issue may be referred 
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id Her Majesty's Government." (p. 198). That is, Mr. 

Christie was told that he might, not must, refer to Her Ma^ 
jesty's Goveriiinent any proposal made by the Brazilian 
Ministry for arbitration. They made none. Mr. Cbristie 
was not told to refer any and every answer to Her Ms^esty's 
Government, and he was not told to commmdeate to the 
Marquis of Abrantes the readineBS of Her Majesty's Govern* 
ment to consider a proposal of arbitration. That would have 
been equivalent to telling him to propose arbitration himself. 
Mr. Layard observed in his speech, March 6th : " It was not 
for the party who demanded redress, but for the party of 
whom it was asked, to offer arbitration." 

"Brazil has siibinitted to pay under protest such damages as 
the Foreign OiTute may assess, and that submission under duresse 
Mr, Chtiatie with a perversion of all sense of justice and moial 
sense warned the BiaziUan Government might aggiavate the 
amount of the assessment Lord liiisaeU, however gave no sanction 
to this monstious doctrine of Mr. Christie, but practically rebuking 
his extravagance and spite^ tells him, 'the sum to be fixed as in« 
demnity will be based upon the most accurate estimate that Her 
Majesty's Grovernment can form.* " (Daily NewSy February 23.) 

It is clear £rom the oozzespondence that Mr. Christie never 
said anything of the sort to the Brazilian Government^ and 
that Lord Russell has only done what Mr. Christie left to his 

Lords! lip to do. Mr. Christie having urged the Brazilian 
Governiiieiit to refer the questions of their responsibility and 
of the amount of indemnity in tlie " Piince of Wales " case 
to arbitration, and the Brazilian Grovemment declining to do 
80, and preferring to pay under protest) Mr. Christie wrote to 
the Marquis of Abrantes : 

" The force of a protest a^'ain^t responsibility cannot, I think, 
but be weakened by a refusal to subiuit the point to arbitiation ; 
but at any rate Her Majesty's Government cannot be open to any 
imputation of indelicacy in taking on themselves to fix, as they 
are requested to do, the amount of compensation." (January 5, 
1863, p. 286.) 
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Mr. Chxistie himself thns explains to Earl Eussell that he 
•proposed to leave it to his Lordship to give the sum 

"Tho Brazilian (Government had declared their readiness to pay 
immediately under protest wliatcver sum Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment might demand. I voluntarily proposed that they should 
oblige themselves to pay whatever Her Majesty's Gtovemment 
ini^t demand I was not able myself io fix the sum, and could 
only have named a sum laige enough to cover all contingencies^ 
which would have been inTidions, and I wished to show perfect 
confidence in the honour of the Bradlian Qovemment on this 
point" (January 8, 1863, p. 232.) 

There does not seem any extravagance or spite in this. 

• «* A deep censure on Mr. Ghristie's note as to the Forte is in- 
volved in this refiBrence to the King of the Belgians. For so con- 

fident in the justice of its case in that matter did the Brazilian 

Government feel, that it proposed to constitute the 

British Government itself the arbitrator to judge and decide on 
the whole case. But that did not suit Mr. Christie, he rejected 
tlie proposed reference to his own Government .... He re- 
torted to reprisals, and then, when effectually fnVhtcned by the 
storm his conduct had raised, . . . . he accepted the arbitration 
of another government on a single point of the ease." (Daily 
Nem, Febniaiy 23.) 

The Brazilian Goverment did not propose to make tho 
English Government arbiter ; they proposed to instruct their 
Minister in London to treat the question with the English 
Cabinet If the Brazilian Government had said that their 
Mmister wonld be instructed to agree to whatever the 
English Government demanded, the question would have 
been at once settled, but this of course they did not say. Tt 
is painful to see in a paper of the reputation of the Daibj 
News statements which must be ascribed either to extreme 
atnpiditj or malicious falsehood. Some of these statements 
have been reproduced in the Star and Morwmg Herald with 
suspicious similarity. 



Digitized by 



xm 



'Who of ni^ we 88k Lord Bnaaell, C8n trade safSaly with Braiil 
or any otlier Gountry, wHo oen buy BiasOian or ^foreign bonds of 
8Jiy kind, who can with common prudence invest his money in 

the railway shares of small and duienceless states, — with great 
Powers it is another and a very different matter, — if mines like this 
are to be sprung under iuB feet by his own governmont." {Daily 
News, I'ebruaiy 2.) 

Bailway shares, Brazilian bonds, there's the mb I It would 

evidently be more prudent to hold securities of Great Powers. 
Traders and speculators 'svith weak ill-governed countries 
take all the risks and look for higher profits. The general 
interest elearly is that Her Majesty's Goyemment should 
make Brazil respect English rights and conduct herself with 
Justice and courtesy towards England, and the traders and 
speculators should aid their own government instead of siding 
with Brazil for their own temporary individual interests. A 
few interested puffers make a great noise, mislead Brazil, and 
enoouiage her in wrong : the puffs are all sent out to Brazil, 
where they are mistaken for the public Voice of England. 

The Mcming ffereUd has lately accused Lord Russell of 
having " waged war on Brazil on account of three drunken 
seamen and the opening of some boxes cast on shore by a 
shipwreck" If these shameful words had appeared in one 
of the Brazilian newspapers, no one would haye been 
astonished, but that they should be deliberately written in 
the leading columns of a newspaper which is an organ of 
Lord Derby's party makes one almost blush for England. Of 
the transaction, described as a mere " o])ening of some boxes 
cast on shore by a shipwreck," Viscount Palmerston, the • 
Prime Minister of England, speaking in the House of Com- 
mons with all the responsibilities of his position and reputa- 
tion, has said, — 

Though wc have no positive evidence on the subject, we have 
reason to believe that the crews landed on the beach, and though 
eanyiug aims for the protection of themselves and their property, 
were oreipowered by the people of the district^ who with lassos 

e 
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dragged tbem from their aheLter, and then murdered them in a bar- 
haiooB and inhuman manner. The Oovemment bare no eridenoo 
to enable them to aesert that as a poeitiye fiiot^ but T belie?e it is 
ezaeily what happened.** 

Mr. Bramley ^foorc, whose motion was ignomiuiously 
n^tived without a division, chose to impute unworthy 
motives to Mr. Vereker. 

" Mr. Vereker took liis own view of evoiytliing, nor would ho 
admit the facts laid before liim hy the lirazilian authorities ; in 
short, he would believe nothing that did not suit the purpose he 
had in view, to vindicate himself and pick a quanel with the 
authorities of the country." (March 6, 1863.) 

Has it not occinrcd to this modi st and clever patriot that 
similar lan«^aia«,re may be applied to him ? Might it not be 
said that Mr. Bramlev Moore would believe notln'nj^ that did 
not suit the objects he had in view, to vilify Mr. Vereker 
and Mr. Christie, make a great man of himself and curxy 
favour with the Brazilian authorities? Mr. Moore has a house 
of business in Rio, and it is natuial that he should wish to 
stand well with the Brazilian Go\'ernment. It is notorious 
that the house of Moore and Co. in Rio sell their goods 
among the Brazilians at twelve mouths' credit, and renew 
their credits at 1 per cent, per month interest, and that they 
have outstanding debts of two or three hundred thousand 
ponnds. Does this make Mr. Bramley Moore a disinterested 
judge of the a( lions of public servants, who, in the perform- 
ance of their duties, may render the recovery of his debts 
precarious ? Lord I^il inerston, as usual, hit the nail on the 
head in answering Mr. Moore > 

•* Tt happens that the ctistom of trade in Brazil is such, that 

those persons who trade there have always large sums due to theui 
by the Brazilian merchants. It is possible that, entirely distrust- 
ing the Brazilian (lovernuient, some of those British merchants 
Diiy liavo thou^dit that those disputes might place their debts in 
danger, and that, while on the one hand, they were glad the British 
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Oarenuaent had adapted meaaereB Boeli aa would secure them 
agaxnat fatuie dangen^ on the other they maj hare thought it con- 
▼enient to fiad findt with the Britiah GoTemment on aceount of 
laeaaurea which in troth tiiey were Tery glad to see adopted. (A 
laugh, and hear, hear.) That I heliere to be the caae, but un- 
doubtedly a great majority of those iiierclianta appruyod of wliat 
Mr. Christie had orders to do." (May 7, 18G3.) 

It is clear from the following passage of Mr. Layard's 
speech in the House of Commons on ^larch 6, that the 
English Gbvemment have many and long-standing causes of 

complaint against that of Brazil, and that tliere is a general 
iudispcsition in the LraziJian (iovenniient to do what is 
right, which has at last compelled Lovd liussell to act 
severely. Mi*. Christie says in a despatch to Earl Busseii 
December S, 1862 

« Your Lordship will not have £uled to perceive from my late 
deapatehea, including aeveral which will have reached yon since 
the last Inatructioua before me were penned, that the general pro- 
ceedings of the Brasilian Government are moat unaatis&ctory, and 
show a great indisiwsition to do justice, and I anticipate much 
benefit for British iiiterebt^ iu Liazil fruiu tlie lebsoii uliich may 
now bo administered, and may teach tlicm that Her ^Majesty's 
Government, though patient and forbearing, Avili not in the end 
allow thetofieives to be tiiiied with." (P. 206.) 

Mr. Layaid said, — 

"There were claims on the Brazilian Government to the extent 
of about 350,000/. His hon. friend (Mr. Seymour Fitzgerald) just 
now said that the present government had broken up the Com- 
mission that was to inquire into those claims, but his hon. friend 
must have certainly known the true history of that transaction. 
The Brazilian Government brought forward claims which had been 
finally settled by Mixed Commission Slave Trade Courts ; the 
■Knglifth Grovenuuent could not consent to these cases being re- 
opened, and as the Bnudlians would not hear of anything else till 
these claims were admitted, the British Goyemment were com- 
pelled to break up the Commission. The English Government 
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would have been only too glad to settle this laige amount of olaimty 
Bome of which bad been pending for forty yean. What baf^pened 
only four or five yean ago^ and still fonned tba sabjeot of oona- 
apcmdenoe between tbe (wo GoTeinmentB t Witbont rbyme or 
reason, a treble tax was imposed on Britisb commeicial bonses In 
Babia (bear, bear) ; tbat enactment was still in existence, tbooc^ it 
bad not been acted on recently ; many calls bad been ftuitlessly 
made on tbe Brazilian Government to repeal this iniqiiitoas law. 
In the papers on the table reference was made by Mr. (Christie to 
intimidation and the purchase of justice. That was an allusion to 
a letter which had fallen into Mr. Christie s hands from a high 
official in the Ministry of Justice, asking a judge to give his vote 
against an Englishman, Mr. Eeaves, in a suit involyinga large sum 
of money, in which Reeves was a party. It was said tbat Bnudl 
bad abolisbed tbe alaye trade. He did not want to go into a 
bistoiy of tbat qnestiony but be knew tbat tbe credit of tbat 
messore was due^ not to tbe Brazilian Gorecnmeni^ but to tbe noble 
lord (Yiscount FalmerBton)^ wbo bad put down tbe alaye-trade 
tbere^ as be bad put it down elsewbere (cbeen). Wbat were tbe 
facts at tbis moment) Tbe Brazilian Government bad entered 
into distinct agreements that a large number of negroes now in that 
country should be liberated at the end of a certain period of 
apprenticeship. Tliat period had elapsed, and notwithstanding the 
remonstrances of the British Government, these negroes were still 
treated as slaves. It was impossible to obtain a list of them, or to 
trace what had become of them. These were some of the causes of 
complaint existing against Brazil (hear). Were the Britisb Govern- 
ment to stand with their arms folded 1 Were tbey to rest satis- 
fied witb tbe plausible and, be must add, disingennons notes of tbe 
Brazilian Minister! 

It appeals tben tbat Her Majesty's Goveninieiit bave many 
otber strong complaints against tbe innocent Govenunent it 
Brazil. 

The volumes of Slave Trade Correspondence B from 1845 
to the present year show the course taken by the Brazilian 
Government about the free blacks, and their refusal not only 
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of all xedxess but of all infonnatioiL Mr. Hndsoii, now Sir 
James Hudson, our distinguished Minister in Italy, then 

Minister in Rio de Janeiro, wrote to Lord Palmerston, Novem- 
ber 17, is-te. 

^'Tricksaie practised idth veq[»ect to these AMcam in tnuasfer- 
ring them from one master to another, until they are lost sight of 
and forgotten, in sending them to consideiahle distances from Bio 

de Janeiro, in supplying certain influential politicians and men in 
authority and of influence with them as a means of ensuring a 
certain line of conduct, in jobbing with them in one way or another, 
in giving false certificates of death or disappearance, against all of 
which it lei^uizes constant watchfulness and care.** 

« 

Mr. Hudson wrote again on the 11th of November, 1850. 

** The position of these Africans is most wretched ; they are ill- 
used, ill-fed, beaten without mercy and without leason, sold, false 
certificates given of their death, and, in shorty eveiy man's hand 
seems to he raised against them ; they have no chance of real 
f^edom in BraziL'' 

Mr. Consul Hesketh, in transmitting a list of free Africans, 
Septmber SO, 1851 says : — 

** The number emancipated by the Mixed Commission Court 
must have been much larger, and there is but too much reason to 
fear that many of these liberated Africans weie removed far into 
the interior and sold, remaining in an even more helpless state of 
siaveiy than those whose names I now record. It will also he- 
seen that several of the women have had ofibpihi|^ and that a 
portion of these children have either been baptised as slaves, or 
their births withheld fr^m parish registration. Some of the Afri- 
cans who presented tliemselvcs gave the names of their deceased 
comrades, in a few instances stating that they perished from bar- 
barous treatment." 

In a yalnable article in the Beim de$ Dem M<mde$ on 

Brazil, (Jnly 15, 1862), which does justice to the proceedings 

of the English Govermeut against that country in respect of 
the Slave Trade, is the following passage stigmatising the 
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conduct of Brazilian planters and the Brazilian Goverament 
towards the poor free blacks : 

A clauBO in the treaty with England pro^^(le(l that the slaves 
xescoed fiom Blavery should receive their liberty only after having 
served an apprenticeship of seven yeais under the guardianship of 
agents of the Bnudlian GoTenunent These agents were them- 
selyes planteiSy who leceiyed on their properties the newlj-landed 
slaves ; and in order to escape from the emharrassing obligation tp 
giye them liberty, took care to exchange their names with labouieis 
old or siclL Whenever one of these last died, they placed one of 
the new comers' names on the list of deaths, and thus they made 
it all square with the Government^ which amiably closed its eyes 
to these peccadillo(\'^." 

When the Brazilian Government have tlius notoriously 
and perseveiingly neglected their duty as regards the free 
Africans, may they not have behaved ill with regard to the 
shipwreck of the "Prince of Wales " and the officers of the 
*' Forte f* What is the language in which statesmen 
like Lord Aberdeen and Sir IJobert Peel have formerly 
spoken of the conduct of the Brazilian Government with 
reference to the Slave Trade ? The Slave Trade is now 
sappressed in Brazil, but is bad faith impossible in that 
Government? 

The Earl of Aberdeen, in introducing the &mous measure 

empowering British Courts of Admiralty to deal with Bra- 
. zilian Slave Trade as piracy under the provisions of our treaty 
with Brazil of 1826, spoke as follows, July 7, 1845 : 

Your Lordships are aware that the Brazilian Grovernmont have 
always declined to fulhl their general engagements to cooperate 
with the British Govenunent for the abolition of the slave trade. 
With rare and short exceptional the treaty has been hy them syft- 
tematically violated team the period of its conclusion to the pre- 
sent time. Caigoes of slaves have been landed in open day in the 
streets of the capital, and bought and sold like cattle, without any 
obstacle whatever being imposed on the traffic. Onr officers have 
been waylaid, maltreated, and even assassinated while in the execu- 
tion of their duty, and justice in such cases, if not actually denied, 
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lias never l>ecn Mrly grantocL No doubt much has happened in 
tho course of the hist ten or tweLve years* which would have justi- 
fied, and aimoei called for, an exptewloii oC national lesenUnant" 

Sir Bobert Peel spoke as follows, July 24» 1845» in advo- 
eating tbe same measoie : 

''The Goyemment propoeee this measure with regret It wonld 
have been infinitely more satitsfactory to them that the Brazilians 
sliould have consented to enter into a new engagement in substitu- 
tion of the engjignment of 1817, and should have acted in ready 
concert with us in tlio suppression of the slave trade. Repeated 
exhortations wore addressed to the Brazilian Government for tho 
purpose of inducing them to enter into amicable concert with us, 
and to enable us to search Brazilian vessels, and to punish those 
"who were engaged in the slave trade, under that act which had 
been agreed to by the Brazilian Government of ite own free wilL 
But these efforts have fiuled. The Brazilian Qovemment have 
from time to time distinctly stated to us that her views on this 
subject are entirely at variance with ours, and from the BraziHaa 
Government we can expect no assistance or cooperation in the 
suppression of the slave trade by her own subjects." 

Viscount Palmerston said ou the same occasion : 

" I am sorry to say that it is impossible to state in exaggerated 
terms the just accusation against Brazil of bad faith as to the 
Conventions agreed to by it respecthig the slave trade. All our 
inducements, all our arguments, all our persuasions, were utterly 
fruitless, and whenever the subject of the slave tmde has been dis- 
cussed here^ the notoriously bad faith of the Brazilian Government . 
has been on all hands admitted and deplored." 

Tlie Brazilian Government have always refused to this 
day to agree to a Slave Trade Treaty, which would render it 
possible to repeal the " Al)erdeeii Act," and so late as July 
21, 1856, when the Earl of Malmesbuiy took Brazil under 
his protection in the House of Lords, the Earls of Qaiendon 
and Aberdeen spoke as follows : 

Loi'd Clarendon said, 

*' The Act was not in operation at the present moment, and the 
Brazilian Govermueut were perfectly aware that Her Miyesty's 
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Governinent had no objection to alter the provisions of that Act, 
if provisions of equal stringency, or at all events, having the same 
oVgects in view, were seeored by treaty. It ma therefore tiie 
fiuilt of the Braalian QoTermnent^ and not onr fiuilt, that the Act 
still existed^ and with it the power of menacing tha Braiilian 
Gkivemmeni" 

Lord Aberdeen said, as late as July, 1856, 

** He believed that that Act was justified at the time by the cir- 
cumstances -which tlien existed, but undoubtedly it was a meiisure 
of extreme severity, ouly to be justified by strong necessity. At 
the time of the passing of the Act, lie had assured tlio Brazilian 
Government of his regret at having to prepare such a m -asure, and 
that notliing would give him greater pleasure than being able to 
move for the repeal of that Act He had even hoped that the 
time for repealing the Act had oome^ but he regretted to find that 
what he had imagined had been completely effected by the Bia- 
sllian Government had not taken plaoe^ and that there were some 
qrmptoms of a renewal of the slave trade.** 

The account given in an article in the Revue dcs Deiix 
Mondes, already mentioned, by M. Elisde Eeclus, of the abo- 
lition of the Sbtve trade in Brazil, is a disinterested and valu- 
able testiniony : 

** It was England which gave the first serious warning to Brazil 
on slavery, in concluding with this Empire the Convention of 
1826 for the abolition of the slave trade. The Convention was not 
observed, and the slave trade contiuued without interruption in 
sj^te of the EngUsh cruisers. .... Protected by the complicity 
of the local authorities, the slave traders had nothing to do but 
deposit their cargoes in some bay of the Brazilian coast The 
English cnusersy exasperated by this shameful violation of treatyr 
pursued the slavers into Brarilian waters, forced an entrance into 
their ports, and went even so far as to silence the fortresses with 
their guns. English bullets are still to be seen in the walls of the 
fort of Nossa Sonhora dos Prazcrea, at the entrance of the port of 
Paranagua. In 1845 England formally claimed by the ' Alierdeen 
Bill ' the right of seizing suspected slavers in Brazilian waters, but 
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in fljute of this eneigdtie meaBiire, whieh oonatkuted almost a stoto 
of "war between the* two ooimtries, the traffic in htunan fleek did 
not fiul to ueume evety year greater proportion& The certain^ 
of reeeiYing in the Biasilian markets 400 francs for every bbMsk 

bought in Guinea for 100, excited the foul cupidity of innumerable 
slave-traders, and every year fifty, sixty, or eighty thousand slavea 
"were imported. At last tlie Brazilian Government came to under- 
stand its duty, and in the end of 1850 passed a law assimilating 
the importation of slaves to piracy. The provincial authorities 
long braved this measure. .... It, however, appeals that the law 
is. now more £uthfuUy observed, and that the slave trade between 
Afinca and Brasil has completely ceased." 

Mr. Layard mentioned a recent flagrant instance of ofiBcial 
inteifeience in Brazil with the administration of justice, 
where an Englishman is concerned, for which it appears onr 

Grovemment cannot get redress. The state of judicial cor- 
ruption in Brazil is frightful. The following testimonies of 
Brazilians to the corruption prevailing in their country may, 
perhaps, help to convince honest and disinterested English- 
men that the high praises of Brazil, sounded by its paid 
puffers, are not deserved, and that Lord Palmerston and Lord 
Russell may be justified in their complaints of the Brazilian 
Government. 

The following is an extract of a letter published in the 
Jomal do Commerdo, June 24, 1860, by the Baron de Mau4 
addressed to Senhoi Nabuco, a Senator, a Councillor, late 
Minister of Justice, now again a practising advocate, a lead- 
ing jMember of the Legislature and supporter of the present 
Government. The Baron de Maua is a Deputy, one of the 
leading capitalists of Brazil, a man of the highest respecta- 
bility, well known in London, and head of the London house 
Mau4 McGregor, and C!o. It will be seen that Baron de 
Maud publicly accuses Senator, Councillor, and ex-Minister 
of Justice, Nabuco, of having obtained a judgment by forging 
documents for his client, speaks of him otherwise most dis- 
respectfully, and hints at collusion of judges. It is notorious 

d 
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in Brazil that Senhor Nabuoo, Having been Minister oi Jus- 
tice, and expected to be Minister of Justice again, has great 
influence with the jndges^ many of whom have been appointed 

by him. 

" Your Excellency has good reason to object to questions con- 
cerning the tribunals being discussed in the press. An advocate 
without scniples, ready for any business which will bring money, 
'not to emich yourself, but to pay your debts/ as you have de- 
clared in the Senate, it cannot certainly be agreeable to your Ex- 
cellency that the light of puljlicity should penetiate into the 
mysteries of your gains. The desire of paying your debts is just 
and laudable, Mr. Councillor, but there should be honesty in the 
means employed for that end. For myself, let Mr. Couueillor 
Kabuco be assured that I shall nerer shrink as Iq^g as his Excel- 
lency has the tolerance to pormit me to continue to reside in my 
natiye country. And I say this seriously, for if your Excellency 
continues in your forensic practices, finding Judges to support you, 
and if there is a continuance of the plan begun of fabricating frau- 
dulent documents to rob a man of his fortune, no one will judge 
lumself secure in the possession of his property in our land, and I 
shall join the number of those who find themselves forced to emi- 
grate. The desire of acquiring by means of honest labour is subor- 
dinate to the right of keeping possession of one's own ; and if this 
right is not guaranteed, there will only remain for those who do 
not choose to fight a dsath-batkle with corruption, to abandon their 
oountiy. You have good reason, Mr. Coundllor Nabuco^ not to 
wish diseuapionin the press. Eor tomorrow someoneelse^ animated 
by the laudable desire of pa}dng his debts, may employ a skilfiil 
Ibsger to imitate our signature, or that of any other commercial 
firm worth the trouble, and by means of certain combinations, 
judgments having been obtained, rob us of our fortune or a part of 
it, as has just happened. If this were only a personal question, 
your Excellency knows well that in the conviction that so great a 
scandal, denounced by my voice and pen, might prejudice the 
credit of our country, with which again my property is identified, 
X should have patriotism enough to suffer resignedly the conse- 
quences of this judgment, even though the pecuniary loss were 
double of what it is. No^ Mr. Councillor Nabuco ; No^ a thousand 
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tiMes Ko ; it it not « men queitioiii of lobbing a banking film of 
some fhonaandi of pounds for the benefit of %praUgi of your 
cellency. The km sneteined today may by God's goodneeebe 
xecovered to-monow ; but it is not so with prineipUs, which 
cannot be outraged with impunity.'* 

Senor Sayao Lobato, then Minister of Justice, spoke of Bra- 
zilian judges as follows, in the Senate on the 12th of June, 1S61. 

" I will say, the rule is prohity and integrity ; but 1 am fuiceJ, 
gentlemen, to confess that there are «ad exceptions (cheers), on 
which the public fixes its stigma, and which the Government, as 
supervisor, and charged to promote by all means the responsibility 
of public servants, should keep in sight, endeaYOUiing in all ways 
to fulfil this imperious duty of its mission." 

Seiihor Sayao Lobato was very severely attacked for 
admitting so much ; he might have said much mora 

Messrs !Maua, McGregor and Co. have lately again publicly 
denounced the judicial administration of Biazil in a circular 
of January 10, 1863. They say: — 

" We will repeat once more that the first necessity of social liie 
is a good and ooneet administration of justice^ which guarantees to 
eveiy member of soeiety the froit of lus labour, against the attacks 
of men of bad fidth. When that does not exists the oountiy is on 
the yeige of an abyaa Happily, the precedents of judgments of 
OUT tribunals ezerdse no influence beyond the individual ill dene 
by them, when they are, like the one of which we complain, noto- 
riously uiy'ust ; otherwise the continuance of monetary transactions 
would be impossible in a country where so iniquitous a judgment 
can be given." 

The Bio newspapers of March contain vehement denun- 
ciations against a judgment, said to be corrupt^ in.&vour of 
a Brazilian magnate, the Viscount of Bomfim. The 
Correio Mereantil of March 14, contains a statement signed 

by the name of the writer, Gomes Freire, headed " Unprece- 
dented Scandal," and denouncing by name three judges as 
having sold themselves to the Viscount. The Diario do 
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Mio of March 15, oontaiiia an artide on the same subject of 
which the foUoving is a passage : 

"TTnliappy country, where he who seeks justice meets infamy, 
ho who seeks to gain an honest living meets oj)probrious death, 
and thinking to place himself in the arms of defenders of his 
rights, finds himself in the grasp of robbers, who despoil him in- 
stead of protecting him ! Unhappy country, in which the cloak 
of justice covers a polluted hand, in which the title of Judge is a 
flag covering rottenness and filth, and serving to shield the pirate, 
robber, proetitute, and peprert To rob in the high road, to attack 
the wayfSuer, to take his puise from him, to leave him in want^ is 
a virtue m comparison with the base tmfficking m justice^ the 
degrading sale of honour, by which also the victim is reduced to 
miseiy. And where is their remorse, when leepoosibility among 
ns is a chimera % There is none. For a long time Judges amon<^ 
us stretch out their infamous hands to the party who will fill them 
with gold ; for a long time thiiy barter conscience and dignity for 
money." 

When Judges are thus publicly denounced in the leadinpj 
journals of Bio, gross judicial corruption must be a fact, and 
general .misgovenunent may be inferred. The journals 
which have just been referred to have been load in prot^rfing 
against English aggression. 

Senhor Tolentino, a ConncOlor, formerly the Brasilian 
Commissioner iu the Mixed Commission for Claims, and 
since Inspector of Customs of Rio de Janeiro, was called upon 
in 1862 by the Minister of Finance, to make a report on 
charges of corruption made against Custom House officials, 
and reported a state of hopeless general cormption. The 
following is a passage of his published Beport : 

** Your Ezcelleney is aocnstomed to say loudly that the Govern- 
ment is the plague. I will accept this remark, which in its Te- 
striction is invidiously partial ; but I will admit it only as an 
effect, in order to ascend to the cause of the symptom, and to find 
it in the heart of our society, in the origin, the customs, the edu- 
cation of our people ; after which, paraphrasing the sentiments of 
your £aiceUeiicy» I will say with a greater extension, * the plague 
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18 ia Um blood of the natioB.' .... The acts of the Government 
have the gteateet part of the xesponeihilily for the acandak which 
are ascribed to the Cnstom-house. .... Your Excellency asks me 

what are the measures which I propose to suggest for making this 
department iiKnal ] I answer, none, if the Imperial Government 
intends that aubservience to the unjust demands of patronage, 
which has extorted all nominations for the Custom-houses, is to 
continue to be the principle that governs." 

Our trade with Brazil is large. The total value of auiuial 
exports and imports between the two countries may be 
twelve millions sterling, and there may be twenty millions of 
English capital in Brazil The Brazilian advocate in the 
Daify Stem describes Brazil as a coontiy *^ whose railways 
we are making, whose cities we are illaminating, whose me- 
tropolis we are draining, which has borrowed some ten 
millions of our money." " We have," says a Brazilian 
writer, "a country teeming with natural resources, but 
which are of no use to us without the stranger who takes 
oar raw material and gives lis his manu&ctoxes, for we are, 
thanks to the blunders of our rulers, reduced to be a nation 
of consumers." Lord Palmerston said of Brazil, in a debate 
on Mr. Koebuck's motion in 1857, that it was an extra- 
ordinary instance of a large Empire dependent on foreign 
countries for everything, on North America for com and on 
Scotland for granite. England then is necessary to Brazil, 
and if the Brazilian Government find that they mu/st behave 
properly to us, they will take care so to behave. The larger 
our commercial relations witli Brazil, the more money we 
send there, the more Englishmen who go there, the more it 
behoves the English Government to insist on justice for Eng- 
lishmen. It is the duly of Englishmen to support their own 
Government in protecting English interests, and not to delude 
Brazil with flattery and incite her to resistance. It is not 
only the duty, but it is also the interest of all Englishmen 
trading with Br^il to support their own Government, in 
claiming due respect to the English navy, and in protecting 
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tHe rights of one of their countrymen. If we permit English 
naval ofi&ceis to be treated with contamely in Biasil, we 
weaken the best secniity of Englishmen in South America. 
What is today the case of Mr. Stephens, owner of the ** Prince 

of Wales," may tomorrow be the case of a Mr. Clark or a 
Mr. Moore. One or two Englishmen may buy favour for 
themselves, but the generality of Englishmen must look to 
their own Government for justice. English friends of Bnudl 
will best befriend ker by advising her to attend promptly and 
respectfully to the just demands of the English Gk>vem- 
meni • Let Brazil do right at home, and she will obtain 
reputation abroad, without paying for pufifs in every capital 
M Moreira was here long enough to learn something of 
English Grovernment, English opinion, and English society ; 
and it is a pity that he did not leam how weak, and suie to be 
Ineoken by the first gust^ was the reed on which he rested of 
inquired praises and manufiustured glory. The English 
nation and English Cbvemment wish w^ to Brazil, and 
wish to treat her with couitesy, but they must have justice 
in return. The English Government would never show, and 
the English public would never sanction, violence and want 
of moderation towai-ds a weaker nation which was just^ and 
becomingly modest and respectful 
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Abridged Translation oj Letter from Rio^ icrittcn by 
a Brazilian, in the Orden of Femambtico, of 
February llih, 1863. 

Many months ago, the English Minister solicited ex- 
planations from the Brazilian Government al)0ut the 
English vessel "Prince of Wales," wrecked on the coast of 
Albardao, whose cargo was said to be plundered and part of 
the ciew murdered with knowledge and connivance of the 
local avthonties, and aboat the imprisoimient of Huree officers 
of the English frigate "Forte" at Tijuca, as regards whom it 
is notoiions that the Chief of Police, Agost^iho Lois da 
Gaina» behaved repreheosibly. These were evidsntly serious 
subjects, easy, however, to be settled pacifically, for nothiiig 
else was necessary than for the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
to require explanations from the respective authorities, and 
having received these to confer with the English Minister, 
who would not have contested reason and justice if these 
had been made evident. Thus the questions might have 
been settled diplomatically. 

But there was no such good fortune for Brazil A nation 
in which ministerial life consists in putting on a parrot- 
coloured coat, and three-cornered hat, and decking oneself 
out with ribbons to go and kiss the hand or receive the 
orders of the Emperor, in eating and drinking, in running 
after amusements, in standing godfather in all directions, 
and for these very onerous services, pocketing salary with the 
profits which come naturallti in addition ; such a nation 
cannot, it is clear, share the advantages which belong only to 
nations governed by a predominant sentiment of national 
dignity. 

The Marquis of Abrantes, who, unfortunately for Brazil, is 
Minister for Foreign Affidis» conducted himself in this matter 
as was to be expected of him. He neglected his duties, and, 
disr^azding the requests of the English Minister, let Ihings 
go to such a point that Mr, Christie, all hopes of amicable 
axraD^ements exhausted, accepted the question at the height 
to which the Marquis drove it^ and fixed for the BrazilifaL 
Government a fatal limit of time. 

It was then that Abrantes began to understand the gravity 
of the situation ; and how did this infatuated Minister endear 
▼our to extricate himself? 
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By proposing, on the eve of the expiration of the time 
wliich tlie English Minister had lixeJ, the reference of the 
question to London, that is, to be treated by the Brazilian 
Minister in London with the English Government. 

This was to trick the EngHsh Minister, to trick the 
English Govemment, to trick the Brazilians^ taking from 
them the solution of the question whose importance had 
excited Uiem ; it was to trick everybody, while the Maiqnis 
of Ahrantes might relieye himself of the burden whic^ his 
abilities had created, and get time for an honourable retreat 
from his post^ saying to his successor — He who comes after 
me may shut the door." 

But the English Minister would not fall into the trap, and 
the exchange of notes became active; the running to and 
fro between the houses of Messrs. Abrantes and Siniiubii 
and the Palace was very remarkable ; alarm spread, agitation 
commenced ; the Marquis of Abrantes proposed to the Eng- 
lish Minister to pay under protest, in London, the sum 
demanded for the plunder of the Prince of Wales " and 
passengers. This pro]iosal appeared to the English Minister 
so degrading for the Brazilian Government tliat, in replying 
to the note of M. d' Abrantes, he took no notice of it what- 
ever, and after duly informing the Marquis, he gave his 
instructions to Admiral Warren, who, witli two of his 
steamers, made some prizes of Brazilian merchant-vessels 
outside the harbour. The news of the reprisals increased 
the excitement in the city, particularly on the Exchange, 
where the effects of the folly and stupidity of the Gk)vem- 
ment were beginning to be felt 

The a^tation increasing, and our Boeotian rulers at last 
beginning to find the mustard too strong for their nostrils^ 
the Ck>ui:^ of State-was consulted The Marquis of Abran- 
tes related to this august body the histoiy of his doings. 
They ratified his proposal to pay under protest in London 
whsA was claimed for the " Prince of Wales," and in this way 
the English Minister, considering himself guaranteed, ac- 
cepted the proposal, triumphantly as is to be inferred from 
the language in which he replied ; and as to the affair of the 
" Forte," in which he left it to the Brazilian Government 
almost ad lihUum. to give satisfaction here, or refer it to arbi- 
tration in Europe, reserving the right of refusal to the Eng- 
lish Government, the King of Belgium was proposed as 
arbiter and accepted by Mr. Christie, f 
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• Doling the agitation, the foreigneis, with the exception of 
some low fellows who are always to be found making tliem- 
'selves singular by eccentricities and excesses, conducted them- 
selves admirably, particularly the English, who might leason-* 
ably fear violence and ebullitions of popular frenzy, and not- 
withstanding that they saw their commerce threatened with 
anniliilation (!) by the projected refusal of their bills on the 
patriotic BaiJt of Brazil (whicli, however, has not had enough 
patriotism to give a subscription to the expenses of the coming 
war), notwithstanding this, I say, the English made no change 
in their habits, remained quiet in their stores and counting- 
houses without taking part in the dispute between the two 
Governinonts. Patriotism, went to the length of advising the 
public not to buy English goods for personal use, and, in gene- 
ral, to have nothing Enulish, "for," said the patriots, "we want 
nothing from England;'' and in order to prejudice the public 
more against the unoffending English, the 7-eport was set about 
that they had made a con:ipact to sell no more goods except 
for ready juoney. It would be an unheard-of piece of good 
fortune for the comnieroo of Rio, and, indeed, for the whole 
Empire, if they would determine on this course, for it is their 
readint^ss to trust every pedlar who dubs himself a merchant 
which has ruined our commerce. This was unquestionably 
only a false alarai, spread by some ividr-awakr merchant, who 
was already counting on catching fish in muddy waters. 

As to our wanting nothing from the English, this is very 
fine talk, but ver}^ difficult to prove, for arguments are worth 
nothing against facts. We have a country teeming with 
natural resources, but of what use are thev to us if the 
foreigner does not take from us our raw material and send us 
manufactures, for the folly of our governors has kept us a 
nation of consumers ? And if it were not for the money of 
Englishmen, how far should we have proceeded with our Don 
• PeW) II. railroad? Without English money, would M. 
Ottoni's Mucury shareholders have been able to get rid of 
their scrip ? Without English money; how would Brazil have 
freed herself from other troubles which have been got rid of 
by loans in London, which at the end of 1862 amounted to a 
sum exceeding seven millions sterling? 
' How then can we do without the English ? How can it 
be said that we want nothing from England ? Grod preserve 
us from a war with England, for it can only happen that we 
shall lose and she gain. Her navy will in the twinkling of 

e 
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nn e}'e :?\v allow up our dwarf shi])S, and taking possession of 
our c<jast oMi^^e us to shut ourselves up in the interior ; and 
this for us who eat, iliiiik, and clothe ourselves iVtun tlie 
foreigner, and to our shame be it added cannot do without 
foreign teaching. 

God preserve us from the ctirse of a war, which is being 
stupidly provoked by the Ministers of Foreign Afiaiis ana 
of Agriculture. If unfortunately things should come to that 
pass, what will be the value of these fine patriotic demonstra- 
tions, these siUy bursts of patriotism with which the capital 
is playing Carnival ? What will be the worth of this fine 
national subscription which may reach some ten thousands of 
pounds when millions will be wanted in a moment ? What 
will be the worth of the fine array of Princesses, fidalgos, 
carbineers, and all other such nonsense, which will vanish at 
the fire of the first gun ? 

And where will the Treasury go for money to meet such 
urgent and sacred expenses, when all the public employes in- 
cluding the court are pining for their salaries, getting more and 
more into arrear, and when the Minister of Finance is thinking 
of giving the Bank of Brazil the power of illegally ([uadrupling 
its notes in order to be able to obtain from it a large loan for 
alleviating the dilhculties of the State ? And how repel 
English aggression when the Admiral of our miniature fleet 
is an Englishman ; when we have no army though we have 
a Field Marslial ; when we are completely <leprived of Ibrti- 
fications by the carelessness and stupidity of our rulers ; 
when, iu line, we are without ever}i;hing in w hich our adver- 
sar^' abounds. 

Far from us a war with the English, which will be for 
Brazil a calamity. If this nation has committed violences 
isgainst us, which I do not deny, let the feu^ts be examined, 
and let it be seen whether they have not arisen out of want 
of attention or respect in the Brazilian Gbvemmeni Even . 
in this question we see the Marquis of Abrantes lefiosiiig to 
the English Minister the title of Excellency, which the latter 
lavishly bestows on the Marquis. 

I foresee that I shall be taxed with being a degenerate 
Brazilian, perhaps with being an Englishman. However my 
conscience tells me that I jrield to none in patriotism. 
Patiiotism against justice may be the patriotism of any one 
else who chooses, but will never be the patriotism of 

CENSOR 
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CORRESPONDENCE, &c 



No. 1. 

Ccmsul Vereker to Lord J, Russell. — (Received September 2.) 

Bio Gfuide do So), Jum U, IMl. 

My Lobi>» 

I have the honour to enclose, under flying seal for the 
Board of Trade, a despatch dated this day reporting the total 
wreck, upon the coast of this province, of the baique " Prince 
of Wales," of Glasgow, and venture to call your Lordship's 
special attention to the various circumstances in connexion 
with that wreck, as related in my re})ort. 

Your Lordship ^yi\\ perceive from this report that there 
is every probability that all the persons who had been on 
board perished. The measures which I adopted, proceeding 
to the coa^t (seventy miles) and saving all possible, are also 
reported, as well as my application that the bodies of the 
persons wrecked from that barque should be brought to the 
cemetery of this city, and, after an inquest had been held 
thereon, shoidd be decently buried. 

I have placed myself in direct communication with his 
Excellency the President of this Province, with reference to 
the savage and wicked proceedings of the natives in con- 
nexion with the wreck, as the case was one of urgency, and 
the lefenring it in the first instance to Her M tgesty's MLssion 
at Bio de Janeiro would hare caused unnecessary delay. 

I have^ &c, 

(Signed) H. R VEREKER 

B 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 1. 
Conml Vereker to the Secretarif to the Board qf Trade, 

Rio Gnmde do Std, Jime S5, 1861. 

SiK, 

It is my painful duty to report the total loss, on the coast 
of Albardao, at about seventy miles to the southward of 
this city, of the British barque "Prince of Wales," of 
Glasgow, official No. 26,598, master unknown, and Ixaind 
from Glasf^'ow to Buenos Ay res, with a general cargo. I 
regiet to state that it is Init too probable that all on board of 
that vessel have perished 

In order that this sad case may be fully understood, as 
well as my reasons for supposing the vessel lost to be the one 
stated, and the motives of my proi codings, which I hope may 
meet with the approval of Ilcr ]\lajesty's Goveniment, 1 
shall proceed to report the oircuinstaiices as they came to 
my knowledge : — 

On the evening of the IStii instant Senhor Bento Venancio 
Soaves, the Justice of the Peace of the districi of Albaidao, 
arrived in this city, and mentioned, in conversation, that 
some bodies had come ashore en the coast opposite his house 
(four miles distant). Qoestioned as to whether he had any 
knowled^ of a wreck havinfif taken place, he denied aU 
knowlec^ of i^xch a casualty. This report reached me on 
the 13th, and in view of the large number of British vessels 
navigating on this coast, I instituted inquiries, but could 
obtain no further information, Senhor Bento having left for 
the conntiy (Pelotas). Anticipating, I may say that on the 
9th it was known m his n^hbowhood that ^ wreck had 
taken place. 

On the 14th I was informeil. casually, by a gentleman who 
had spoken with the Delegate of Piolice on business, that the 
latter had just received from the Sub-Delegate of Taliiiu 
notice of a wreck at Albardao, and my infonnant added that 
^rom a paper he had seen he suspected the vessel must be 
British. I immediately jHoceeded to the Delegate of Police, 
but the pa]^>ers were in the hands of liis Secretary, to whom 
I went and found that the despatch was very vague, not even 
hinting the nationality of the vessel ; and the only paper 
enclosed was that which I herewith send, Ix^ing the receipt 
of th«i Shipping Master of Glasgow for shipping the crew of 
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the " Piiiioe of Wales." Peeling convinced from this paper, 
and ilie manifeet desire of conoeiuing the fact>» that the vessel 
wrecked was British property, my efforts in such cases being 

well known, I took possession of that paper somewhat against 
the will of the Delegate's secretary, and brought it to the 
Municipal and Commercial Judge (who under Brazilian law 
is the authority appointed to act in such cases). I pointed 
out to him my belief that the vessel wrecked was English, 
and my detenninatiou to proceed immediately to the spoti 
and requested him to accompany me ; with the utmost 
frankness, and without hesitation, he consented to do so as 
90on as horses could be arranged. I had obtained a force of 
soldiers, and also invited the Inspector of the Custom-house 
to send down some officers ; this he did, ordering to accom- 
pany me the assistant chief guard and two armed of&cen. 
As soon, therefore, as possible, we proceeded, journeying 
about thirty-eight miles that evening, and tlie next day about 
forty miles, when we arrived at night at tlie house of Senhor 
Bento Venancio Scares already mentioned, the nearest to the 
wreck, being most grudgingly admitted to shelter, and not 
receiving food either for oui-selves or horses ; a few biscuits 
which I had happily carried in my saddle-bags being the 
principal support of the party. 

I desired to proceed at once to sleep on the coast, but 
some of the party were so exhausted that this could not 
be done. 

At the first light on the 1 6th, we proceeded to the wreck, 
and the scene which then presented itself was melancholy in 
the extreme, the w^liole coast appeared spread with empty 
crates, barrels, and boxes, and with remnants of the vessel ; 
most of these were crowded within a short distance west- 
north-west from where the hull was discovered. At this 
point were the longboat and gig, tlie oars, seamens' chests, 
supply of provisions, and various parts of the rigging, with 
part of the figure-head (a male figure with hand outstretched), 
and some pieces of the hull, chiefly the after part, including 
furniture of cabin and berths (red velveteen), a portion of 
the stern with the name "Prin." I also happily rescued 
from the waves a bundle of dockets or orders to receive 
cargo ; they were torn and imperfect, and massed with sand, 
I was enabled, however, after returning home, to make out 
from them the list enclosed. I also found a written paper 
with a note of wages due to crew of last voyage, at Monte 
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Video ; this paper was afterwards carried away by the wind. 
The only other [)apcrs found were part of a log-book, not 
written upon, and various portions of Bibles and Prayer 

books. 

Satisfied of the identity of the vessel, I claimed the 
property as liritish, and enclose a list of articles saved, 
which, as well as various spars, &c., on the coast, I ordered 
to be brought to this city. I have added a note of the 
marks of various cases found on the shore, and a description 
of four bodies found near thereto. 

Upon my return to this city, I addressed to the Delegate 
of Police the despatch of which a copy is encloeed to hi^ 
Excellency the President of the Proyince. In this despetch 
you will find details showinff the atxodons proceedings of 
the residents on the coast of Albardao. 

Ten bodies are reported to have been found, indnding 
those of two femsles; they were stated to me to haye 
been all buried (five being in one place). 

Nothing has, however, been found to lead to the know- 
ledge of the names of any, except a brass plate on the 
broken cover of a trunk, which, as mentioned in the 
list, bears the name of "John McKinnon, Whitley Bay; 
Arran." I presume this would be the same person as 
John McKinnon, the number of wlic^se certificate of com- 
petency of service is 5,395, who was master of the " Piince 
of Wales" some time since, as appears by Lloyd's list. 
' I should mention that when we proceeded to the shore, 
we were met by the Inspector of the District, Senhor 
Faustino, and an armed force collected in the neighbour- 
hood, which outnumbered that which accompanied the 
Municipal Judge and myself 

It was the duty of the Inspector to protect the pro- 
perty and save all possible, in the absence of those who 
should take charge. How he performed that duty may 
be judged of by the circumstance that altliough many of 
the crates and some of the barrels had been manifestly 
broken by the force of the waves, many more were vio- 
lently broken open md rifled of their contents; many 
barrels which had contained beer were in this category; 
and every case and box had been burst open and robbed 
of all its contents. A number had contained manuCao- 
tured goods in tins, in most cases tiie tins had been cut 
open, and the contents taken away ; but in otfam the 
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tins hud been bodily carried oflF. I would call special 
attention to the seamens* trunks, all of which had been 
violently buist open, and not a single article left inside^ 
and yet they appeared quite dry witmn, the paper linings 
of some not having been even soiled, leading to the sus- 
picion that they had come safely in the boats. 

As an illostiation I may mention that I claimed at Senhor 
Bento's house a beautiful edition of the Bible, with £adie*s 
Commentaries, and a smaller Biblc^ both perfect, and showing 
no stains or signs of having been damp ; these, as it was 
confessed to me, had been taken out of the trunks. 

Viewing the whole circumstances^ I was most involuntarily 
led to the conclusion that those persons who so Bhamelessly 
had robbed the property on the shore, and who with deprave<l 
cunning had withheld all papers whicli might have led to 
the discovery of the real facts, would not have hesitated to 
commit personal vioh'nce in order to attain their objects. 

I therefore reqiiest»'d to be shown whore the liodies were 
buried, but this proposition was received with evident un- 
willingness, and consultation between tlie Inspector and his 
party. I then requested the Municipal Judge to proceed to 
an inquest on the bodies, but he declined to do so. I cannot 
blame him for this, as he wixs supported by but a small force, 
which in the probable event of resist lyice would have l>een 
easily overj^owered. 1 therefore considered it best to pn)ceed 
at once to this city, in order that an investigation might be 
instituted ; as to proceed to Tahim, where the nearest i>oiitical 
authority resides^ would have becoi nearly as distant, and I 
had no reason to expect assistance from the Sub-Delegate of 
that place, Senhor Delfino Francisco Gongalvee^ who had 
shown culpable n^ligence in the case. 

Before leaving I requested the Municipal Judge to cause 
search to be made in the neighbourhood with a view to dis- 
cover the goods, clothes, &a, plundered ; this he consented 
to do, and proceeded to examine one district^ wlulst I, with a 
guard of soldiers, accompanied the Inspector in the a4joining 
district. Nothing was found in the houses, but it appeared 
to me from the conduct of those we visited, that the goods 
were probably concealed in the thickets, &c., near their 
houses, and that not only were they prepared for such a visits 
but that they all acted in combination. 

Having taken an inventory of the goods saved, and 
arranged for the conveyance to this city of all worth the 
carriage, I returned here. 
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I suppubc the wreck will have taken phice on the 7th or 
8tli instant, probably in the same gale in which the " Hound** 
of Greenock and other vessels were lost^ and the close com- 
bination among those on the coast of Albaidao ia sufilciently 
exemplified by the delays in forwarding information, by 
which they had ample opportunify to hiae their plunder ; 
nevertheless some of the cases on the shore had been but 
recently broken. 

On arrival here I immediately requested that the ten 
bodies which had been found should be conducted to this 
city, in order that they might receive decent burial, and that « 
an inquest should be held thereon. Yesterday four out of 
the ten bodies arrived, the others being withheld. I waa 
present at the inquest, but have not yet received the report 
of those four bodies ; three had been found unburied in the 
open plain. These bodies were found away from the shore, 
and far from the remnants of the wreck. 

It w ill be my duty further to report my proceedings upon 
this painful matter. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) H. P. VEJBEKER 



Enclosure 2 in J^o. 1. 
CcMud Venker to Senhor de BitaiicoaH, June 20. 1861. 

[See Enclosure 3 in No. 2.] 



Ko.2. 

Caniut Vmker to Lord J. Rus8ell,^-~(Beeewed September 2.) 

Bio Onnde do Sal, July 8, 18S1. 

My Lord, 

In my despatch of the 25th ultimo I had the honour to 
enclose a report to the Board of Trade, respecting various 
circumstances connected with the wreck, at about seventy 
miles to the southwards of this city, of the British barque 
" Prince of Wales," of Glasgow. On the same occasion, I 
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respectfully called your Lordship's attention to that leport. 
Therein the violent plunder of the carj^'o of the harque was 
referred to ; the alleged deaths hy drowning of all the 
persons on board ; the circumstances under which the 
bodies were stated to have been found, far from tlie lo(;ality 
where the boats and principal portions of the wreck and 
cargo were remaining ; the repugnance manifested against 
holding an inquest, as I requested, or even showing me the 
places where the bodies were buried ; the circumstance that 
the authorities of the coast did not hold an inquest, as it 
was their duty to do ; and various other occurrences, lead- 
ing to the suspicion that violence may have been used 
towaitls some at least of those who had been on boanl the 
vessel, and even that those washed on shore may not have 
been buried, as was asseited, — ^were mentioned in the same 
report. 

Under those circumstances, and as I could not^ in view of 
tiie lely on the ^Scien<^ or impartiality of the 

wfthoritiea of the coast district, I returned to this city» 
where I anived on the night of the 18th ultimo. I im- 
mediately oommunieated verbally with the Delegate of 
Police, and afterwards addressed to him my despatch of that 
idate (of which a cwjr is enclosed) requesting tlmt the bodies 
of those who had belonged to the barque might be brought 
to the cemetery of this city, to be ther^ alter an inquest had 
been held, decently buried. 

The Delegiite of Police promptly complied with my request, 
and on the following day sent down a force to bring up the 
bodies of those unfortunate persons ; making it^ however, a 
condition that I should guarantee the expenses, as he stated 
he had no authority to mcur them. I felt bound to agree 
4o this proposal, in order to omit no effort to discover the 
truth and punish the criminals ; considering, also, that the 
decent bunaiof those unfortunate people was a matter which, 
in due ivgard to British character and dignity, I should 
provide for : but I stated that, inasmuch as the exixinses 
were principally caused by the negligence of the Brazilian 
authorities on the coas^ in not holding an inquest, or causing 
the bodies to be regularly buried, I considered that the 
expense, as far as it resulted from that circnmstance, was 
one which should properly fall on the Brazilian Govern- 
ment 

I have now the honour to request your Lordship's authority 
for the expenses 1 have iuourred in this matter. 
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la order that the whole cucumstances may be before your 
Lordship, I enclose an extract from my despatch to the 
Delegate of Police, a copy of which accompanied my des- 
patcH of the 25th ultimo to your Lordship ; I also enclose a 
translation of the despatch of the Delegate of Police in 
reply, and of his instructions to the Sub-Dek^;i^ of Tahim, 
sent therewith. 

I should observe^ that instead of the bodies of the ten 
persons who had been wrecked from the " Prince of Wales," 
and were stated to have been buried, only four were delivered 
up, and of these three had L(H^n found away from the coast, 
unburied, and completely stripped of their clothes. The 
retention of six bodies (five of wliich, including those of 
two females, and of one called the captain, had been buried 
in the one place) serves only to augment the very grave 
suspicions which rest on the inhabitants of tlie coast, and to 
justify my measures for a searching investigation into the 
facts. The ridiculous allegation on which the non-compliance 
with the orders of the Delegate of Police is based — viz., the 
place of burial not being discovered, in consequence of the 
changes in the territorial appearance of the locality, is wholly 
untenable. 

On the 25th ultimo the four bodies which had been 
delivered up were buried in the cemetery for Protestants' of 
this city ; the funeral was attended by a large number oi 
the British residents, and the ceremony made as imposing as 
could be done consistently witii economy. I have paid the 
expenses. 

In conclusion, I have to observe that the course I adopted 
seems to have met the sanction of all Christians in this 
place, causing a sensation in the locality of the wreck, but, 
I believe, producing a wholesome effect, and, in the event of 
similar disasters recurring, the residents will at least under- 
stand that crimes will not be allowed to pass nnperceived, and 
may be induced to pay greater respect to those who suffer 
the misfortune of being driven upon these shores. 

Although the wilful delays of conveying information have 
caused considerable difficulties in this case^ I shall not relax 
my efforts to discover the truth. 

I havCi jbCk 
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER 
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£acloeure 1 in No. 2. 
Ccntul Vereker to Senkor <U Bitancourt. 

Bw Graude do Sul, Jane 18, 1861, at night 

Sib, 

Having ascertained by a visit to the coast of Albardao, to 
the place where the British baique '* Prince of Wales" was 
wiecked, whence I returned this day, that tiie bodies of ten 
persons (eight men, one woman, and one girl), who had 
been conveyed in that barque, have been found on the shore 
and there put into the sands, I have to request that you 
will order that the said bodies maybe conveyed to a cemetery 
of this dtyy to be there decently buried, and tiiat an official 
inquest should take place on the said bodies as soon as they 
should be conveyed here, in order to ascertain whether those 
persons died by natural causes, accident, or violence. The 
urgent necessity of having an immediate inquest held, I 
have already had the honour verbally to point out to you. 

I would also request you to infonn me when the bodies 
of those British subjects arrive, and of the time of the 
inquest, in order that I may be present You will no 
doubly direct that clothes or any other articles found ad- 
joining or near to the deceased, may be conveved at the 
same time, with a note as to how they were found. 

Feeling full confidence that you will act in this matter 
with zeal and discretion, I avail myself, &c. 

(Signed) H. P. Y£B£K£R. 



Enclosure 2 in No. 2. 
Senhor de BUanccwrt iaSenher Ocneaives, 
(Translation.) 

DekgMj of Polioe of tho Butnet, Jane IS, ISSl. 

Sir, 

The English Consul having required by a despatch of this 
• day, that the bodies of those who formed the crew nf tlie 
barque " Prince of Wales," and are buried on the shore, 
should be disinterred, you will with all urgency proceed to 
this duty, ordeiing here the bodies with the same clothes 
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with which they were buried, oontractiug fur this purpose 
means of conveyance, which will be here paid by the 
tespective GonsoL I avail myself of the occasion to recom- 
mend you to employ all energy in order that an account 
may be taken of the goods of said barque, which with so 
much scandal were robbed by some residente of that district^ 
pointing out at the same time who were the anthers of so 
heinous a crime ; and they being known, you will cause them 
to be arrested, that tliey may be processed and punished, 
in order that tliese degenerate Brazilians may not stain 
the good name of the countiy in the eyes of the stranger. 
God preserve, &a 
(Signed) 

ANTONIO ESTEVAO JJE BlTANCOUliT E SILVA. 



Enclosure 3 in No. 2. 
CaniiU Vereker to Scnhor de BUancon/rL 

Rio Grande do Sul, June 20, 1861. 

(Extrsct.) 

I shall now refer to the deaths of the crew and passengera 
whose bodies have been found, viz., eiglit ineu, a lady, and a 
girl; and without drawing any conclusion on the sub- 
ject^ it becomes my painful duty to place the fieu^ before 
you, as I myself saw them, and to request that the most 
energetic steps, without distinction of persons, may be 
taken to discover the trutk I have stated that the lopg- 
])oat and the greater part of the cargo and appurtenances 
of the barque were found in nearly the same spot, also the 
seamen's and captain's chests. The long-boat was broken 
at the prow apparently from striking on the sands ; the gig in 
a perfect state, and the oars of both were also found there. 
In the same spot were found many light objects, such as 
lai-ge pieces of cork, feather pillow-cases, &c.; and the 
trunks, which had been broken upon appeared in some 
instances quite dry inside, showing no signs of damage by 
sea-water. Now, in view of the position of the hull, which 
seems to be anchored outside, it is almost certain that some of 
the crew were not only in the long-boat but in the gig, and, 
supposing they were drowned it is reasonable to presume 
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that tlie bodies would have been washed ashore in the loralitv 
where tlie objects T have mentioned were fmuid. The bodies 
are, however, stated to have been discovered at a distance of 
from two to three leagues from the spot, and beyond the 
point where parts of the cargo were washed ashore. 

It is to be observed that the ship's jolly-boat was found 
on shore at about one league from the central point I have 
mentioned. It seems probable that the captain, or others 
of the crew, were in this boat and steering to the noi-th- 
wards, when they got aground. Near this boat it is stated 
some bodies were found ; but how the bodies of those 
who, as far as can be judged, were conveyed in the* long- 
boat and gig could have reached this point, and even the 
Rio da Baeta, a place much to the northwards, seems to ha 
a matter worthy of the most serious investigation and 
consideration ; and it is to be noted that ten persons would 
not be conveyed in the jolly-boat. 

Under the circumstances I have detailed, it was manifestly 
the duty of the Sub-Delegate of Police, Senhor Delfino 
l^nmdsco GonealTes, to oider an immediate inquest on 
the bodies found, and to have proceeded to tiie spot to pro- 
tect the property. It also might have been expected that 
the Justice of l^e Peace would have oommunicated on 
the 9th the &ct of the wreck, and that the Inspector of the 
district^ who states he proceeded to the wreck on the llth, 
would on that occasion have sent despatches to Ihe Suh- 
Delate of Tahim and to you; nevertheless, it was only 
on the 14fth that an account that a wreck had taken place 
reached this city, and even ike nation to which the vessel 
belonged was not stated : althoudi it cannot be doubted tiiat 
on the body of the captain and others tiiere would have 
been j^pers to prove the nationality, yet all such proofs 
seem intentionally to have been kept back; and though 
the vessel was fitted up with much luxury, and it is evident 
from the remnants found that persons of independent 
position were on board, there do not appear watches^ money 
or even a coat or shirt belonging to the captain or passengers. 

Viewing the whole circumstances, I regret to come to the 
conclusion that much of the sad result in this ease is 
attributable to the culpable negligence or connivance of the 
local authorities, and that information resx)ecting the loss 
of the barque " Prince of Wales " was intentionally delayed 
and concealed. I therefore repeat my request that you 
will adopt every means in your power searchingly to inves- 
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tigate tbis painfol caae^ and I hope that vou mUl assist in 
promoting measures to prevent a repetition of the savage 
and disfgrocefiil scenes which have marked it^ as discreditable 
alike to the Bnuilian authorities and to residents upon 
this coast 



Enclosure 4 in No. 2. 

Senior dd BUancourt to Comal Vereker, 

Dd^<7 of Polico, Rio Grande do Sal^ 
Jime 22, 1861. 

(Translation.) 

Sir, 

Acknowledging the receipt of yonr despatcli of tlie 
20tli instant, I have to answer that on the 1 9th I for- 
warded the convenient orders to the Sub-Delegate of 
Police of Tahim, not only that he should disinter the 
bodies of tiiose wrecked from the baique Prince of 
Wales," as well as to inquire respecting all in reference 
to the wreck of the said barque, as you will see by the 
said despatch which I send you in copy. 

As this Delegacy is not competent to proceed against 
any persons who were tiie authors or accomplices of so 
heinous a crime, but only the Municipal and Commercial 
Judgeship, to this you ought to apply from this day forth 
for what may be necessary, being however able to count 
on the assistance of the police to imprison those who had 
share in the perpetration of the crime. I proceed to 
reiterate my orders to the respective Sub-Del^ate. 
God preserve, &c., 
(Signed) 

ANTONIO ESTEYAO DE BITANOOURT E SILVA, 



No. a 

Mr. La^ard to Cantul Vereker. 

Foreign Office, September 5, 1861. 

Sir, 

I am directed by Lord Russell to acknowledge the 
receipt of your despatches of the 25th of June and 5th 
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of July, in wbich you i^rt the ciiciiinstaiiced vhich 
attended the wreck of the vessel '*Fdnce of Wales," of 
Glasgow. 

It is evident fromyonr despatches that there has been 
gross n^ligence, if not misconduct, on the part of the 
Brazilian local authorities, and that there is even reason 
to suspect that the plunder of the cargo and of the 
effects of the passengers, and even the murder of some 
of the survivors from the wreck, have been tib^ result oi 
that negligence. 

Lord Bussell has instructed Her Majest/s Charg^ 
d' Affaires at Bio, to whom you will doubtless have for- 
warded copies of your despatches on this subject, to lose 
no time in calling the attention of the Brazilian Govern- 
ment to this case, and to request tliat a searching inquiiy 
may be instituted with a view to the punishment of the 
parties convicted of negligence or of being concerned in 
the plunder of the vessel, and that those who may be 
convicted of outrages upon those who survived the wreck 
may be brought to justice. 

You will in the meanwhile use your utmost endeavours 
to procure full information on the subject. 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) A. LAYAKD. 



No. 4. 

Mr. Lwyard to the Seeretarif to the Admiralfy, 

Foreign Office^ September 9, 1861. 

Sm, 

I am directed by Lord Ilussell to state to you that his 
Lordship has received from Her Majesty's Consul at Kio 
Grande do Sul an account of the circumstances under which 
the vessel " Prince of Wales" of Glasgow was wrecked on 
the coast of Albardao, in Brazil, and from which it appears 
not only that the local authorities on the coast exhibited 
gross negligence, if they were not guilty of actual mB* 
conduct, but that ttoe are grounds for suspecting that the 
calamity of the wreck was followed by tibe plunder of por* 



Digitized by Google 



14 



tions of the goods saved from the vessel, and that some of 
the crew or passengers wlio may Iiave been saved from the 
wreck have been unfairly dealt with. 

Under these cirLiunstances Lord Russell will by the next 
mail instruct Her Majesty's Chaise d' Affaires at Kio to re- 
quest the Brazilian Govenmient t<) cause a searclung investi- 
gation to be instituted into all the circumstances of the case, 
with a view to the punishment of any persons found guilty 
of such outrages, and Mr. liaillie will also be desired to com- 
municate with the Admiral on the Station in order that, if 
possible, one of Her Majesty's vessels should proceed to the 
coast where the wreck occnmd, both to assist in the leooyeiy 
and protection of the property wrecked, and also, if occasion 
ofllBied, to cooperate in the proposed in(|uiry. 

I am, &c 
(Signed) A. a LAYABD. 



No. 5. 

Earl Russell to Mr, Baillic. 

Fonign Office, Septembers, 1861. 

Sir, 

You will have received from Mr. Consul Venker an ac- 
count of the wreck of the vessel " Prince of Wales" of 
Glasgow on the coast of Albardao, and of the steps taken by 
him for the recovery of the property saved from the wreck. 

It is evident from Mr. Vereker's repoi-ts that there has 
been gross negligence, if not misconduct, on the pai-t of the 
Brazilian local authorities, and there is even reason to suspect 
tliat the plunder of the cargo of the vessel and of the effects 
of the passengers, and even the murder of some of tlunn who 
may have survived the wreck of their vessel, have been the 
result of that negligence. 

Should you not have done so already before the receipt of 
this despatch, you will lose no time in calling the serious 
attention of tiie Brazilian Govenimeiit to this case, and you 
will request that a strict inquiry may be instituted into the 
eircumstance% and that the parties convicted of such culpable 
negHflenoe may be suitably punished, and that those who 
may be convicted of outrage upon the survivors fsom the 
wreck may be brought to justice. 
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Ton will also oommunieale with the Admiral command- 
ing Hor Majest/d naval foroea on the station, aa it wiU be 
deeirable that one of Her Majesty's vessela of war should, if 
possible, visit the coast wheve the wreck occnrred both to 

assist in the recovery and protection of the property wrecked, 
and also, if occasion offered, to cooperate in the inquiry which 
the ^Aeilian Government will doubtless institute on your 
coniniunieating with them on this subject 

I enclose a copy of a despatch which I have addressed to 
Mr. Consul Vereker r^rdin<^ this case.* 

1 am, &a 
(Signed) BUSSELU 



No. 6. 

Mr, Stephens to Earl Russell,^ Received Septemher 

N'ewry, Dundalk, Dro^lieda, and Dnmfrios Scrow Steam- 
packet Oflice, 58, Oswald Street, Glasgow, September 20, 1861. 

My Lord, 

T beg to bring to yonr notice the documents received by 
the Board of Trade from the British Consul at Rio Grande, 
relative to the loss of my barque "Prince of Wales," and it 
is witli i^n-cat pain I have come to the conclusion that my 
captain and his lady, and the whole crew, have been brutally 
murdered by the Brazilians, after safely escainnj^ sLripwreck, 
I need hardly say to you, my Tvord, the heart-rendings this 
lias caused ; the widows of the first and second mates with 
their families have been driven to the poor-house, and I have 
lost a faitliful and invaluable servant who was about seven- 
teen years in my service ; he was a quiet and peaceable man, 
and the voyage before last discharged a cargo at Bahia. He 
would not tliink, I am certain, of carrying any weapons of 
defence with him. 

Ton will also aee the cargo and stom have been plunderec^ 
and part of the plunder was found in the Justice's house, 
who, it was plainly seen, aided and protected the plimderers 
and murderers. 

- - - ■ -1111- - 1 ■ ■ ■ II 1 1 III — - — I- — ~ — - — — 

♦No. 3. 
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Under the circumstances I am advised the Brazilian go- 
vernment are liable in restitution of the cargo and stores, 
valued at j^?5,500 (exclusive of the ship,) and I hope you will 
not only insist on payment thereof, but also for the sake of 
humanity insist on the Brazilian authorities exerting them- 
selves to find out and punish the murderers, so that an 
example may show that the British Government will not 
allow their subjects to be robbed and murdered, in any 
country, with impunity. 

Britain may be proud of such a man as Consul Vereker. 
May he meet with the reward he deserves, is the prayer of 
yours, &c., 

(Signed) K P. STEPHENS. 



No. 7. 

Mr, SUpIuns to Earl Mussell. — (Received October I,) 

KewTY, Dnndalk, Droglieda, and Dmnfries Screw Steam- 
packet Office, 58^ Oswald Street, Glaagow, September SS, 1861. 

^ly Lord, 

In addition to the claim already sent you for the stores and 
goods plundered by the Brazilians eai the ** Prince of Wales," 
near Bio Grande, I omitted to add my claim for the freight of 
Hie goods, which amounted to ^1,025, 19«. It will be satis- 
&ctoiy to the relatives of the murdered crew of this ship if 
you will inform me what steps are taking in this matter. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) R P. STEPHENS. 



Ko. 8. 

ifr. Layard to Mr, Stephens, 

Foreign Oitice, September 26, 1861. 

Sir. 

I am directed b}' Earl Bussell to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 20th instant, stating that yon have 
reason to suppose that the oaptain of your vessel " Prince of 
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Wales," his wife, and the whole of the crew, after escaping 
shipwreck, were murdered by the Brazilians ; and I am to 

state to you, in reply, that Her ^Majesty's Charge d' Affaires at 
Rio de Janeiro M as instnictod by the last mail to address 
a strong representation to the Brazilian Goveniinent respect- 
ing the circmnstances attending the loss of your vessel. 

I aui to add that a co]3y of your letter will be sent to Her 
Miyest/s Chaig^ d'Aifaires at Rio. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 



Na 9. 

Earl Ewaell to Mr. BatUie, 

ForeigD Office^ September 26, 1861. 

SiK, 

With reference to my despatch of the 6th instant, I en- 
close for your information, copies of two further letters from 
Mr. Stephens on the subject of his claim against the Brazilian 
Grovemment on account of the wreck of his barque the 
" Prince of Wales " on the Brazilian coast* 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) BUSSELL 



Na 10. 

Mr, Layard to Mr. Stephens, 

Foreign 0£Sce, October 4» 1801. 

Sib, 

I am directed by Earl Bussell to acknowledge tiie receipt 
of your letter of the 2drd ultimo, respecting your daim to 
reeeiye compensation from the Brazilian Government in the 
matter of the wreck of yolur vessel the " Prince of Wales 
and I am to state to you, in reply, that when an answer is 



* Nob. 6 and 7. 

0 
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received from the Brazilian Oovernment to the repretenttr 
tiooB which ll( r Majesty s Cbarg^ d'Atfaires has beeu in- 
utrucUid to make, his lordship will be better enabled to eon* 
eider what further etepa can be taken in this matter. 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) A. H. LAYABD. 



No. 11. 

Mr. SUphem to Earl Ru89eU,'--{Riem€d October 22.) 

Kewry, Diindalk, Drof^heda, aiid Dtunfries Screw Steam-paefcet 
Office^ 6a OvwaldatiMt, Qlu^ow, October 19, 1861. 

Mt Lobd, 

I have just received a despatch from the Marine Depart- 
ment of Privy Council respecting the late ship « Prince of 
Wales/' and regret again being obliged to trouble jour Lord- 
ship on this subject ; but it is evident to m^ the delay in 
holding an inquest is intentional on the part of the Biaalian 
Government Will you therefore please direct your Consul 
to hold one bv British residents ? Far be it from me to 
harrow up further the feelings of the relatives of the captain, 
his wife, and crew of the ill-fated ship, or bring disgrace 
upon the Brazilian nation by publishing the accounts of the 
massacre, which I have hitherto refused to do. If, however, 
my claims are not at once settled, and an additional snm paid 
as compensation for the murder of tlie people, which I hereby 
authorize your Chargd d' Affaires to fix at Bio de Janeiro, and 
with which I will be content^ and will on receiving the same 
imdertake to relieve them fiKun all claims from this countiy 
respecting the plunder and murder, and also refrain from 
publication of the affair. It will then rest with themselves 
as a matter of conscience whether they are takiog the neces- 
sary 8tej)s to ])uni3h the guilty partiea 

I may at the Hame time ask you, my Lord, if you are going 
U) let siKili a barefaced and wlioksale murder and plunder be 
committ'd oti JiHtish property, and allow routine or any 
cauHC whatever to defeat justice. 

My f/ird. I don't think I am asking too much, or more 
than the exigency of the case requires, that you should at 
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once send in a man of war, and insist at once on restitution, 
and no more humbugging on tlie part of the Brazilian 
authorities, whicli in tliis case has been most disgraceful. I 
have been sending vessels there this last twenty-five years, 
and liad many acts to complain of, but never for a moment 
dreamt they would murder a whole crew in order to hide 
their plunder. It is horrible, horrible. I am sick while 
writing, and hope I will not again have to trouble your Lord- 
ship on this matter. 

I remain, &c., 
(Signed) R P. STEPHENS. 



No. 12. 

Mr, Baillie to Earl RumU. — (Received December 4i), 

£io de Janeiro, November 5, 1861. 

My Lord, 

In compliance with the instructions contained in your 
Lordship's despatch of the 6th of September, T communi- 
cated to Senhor Taques the circumstances conuected with 
the wreck of the " Prince of Wales," of Glasgow, off the 
coast of Albardao ; requesting that a strict inquiry might be 
instituted with a view to the punishment of the local 
authorities convicted of negligence, and that those who com- 
mitted outrages on the survivors might be brought to justice ; 
and his Excellency has informed me that instructions in that 
sense would be immediately forwarded to the President of 
the Province. 

I also addieaaed a despatch to Mr. Consul Yezeker, re- 
questing him to give me any further information on the sub- 
ject which he might have received. 

Mr. Verekeff states that he has not heard from the President 
what has been the result of the investigation he ordered im- 
mediately after the intelligence of the circumstances con- 
nected with the wreck had been communicated to his Ex- 
cellency. 

It appears, however, l^iat an Indian named Mariano has 
been arrested as implicated in the robberies ; he is stated to 
be an employ^ of Senhor Bento Yenancio Scares, the Justice 
of the Peace of the district of Albarda^^ and has been along 
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time in jail ; but it is said that no evidence can be obtained 
against him, the residents on the coast even disobeying the 
judicial orders to appear as ^vitnesse8. Two others, both in 
the employ of Sen b or Snares, are stated to have fled to the 
Republic of Uruguay. Scnhor Soares himself has been ex- 
amined, but nothing elicited ; and Mr. Vereker informs me 
that he was not given the opportunity of being present at 
the ezaminatioii either of this peison or of the Indian 
Mftriano. 

It is mnch to be hoped that the €k>TerDment will punish 
some of the local authorities, who have been clearly guilty 
of the most culpable negligence ; and I have requested the 
Admiral to send a ship, if possible, to the coast where the 
wreck occurred, to assist in the recovery of the property 
wrecked,and to coo] >( rate in the inquiry which will be insti- 
tuted ; but I much fear that it will be very difficult to con- 
vict the real culprits in a country where the administration 
of justice is extremely faulty, and an acquittal almost in- 
variably granted to those who can pay for it 

I have &>c 
(Signed) EVAN'p. M. BAILLIE. 

P.S. — Since writing the above, I have had an opportunity 
of speaking to Admiral Warren, who has only arrived here 
from the River Plate within the last few days, and he informs 
me that he proposes to send two vessels to lie off the coast of 
Rio Grande, and to instruct an officer to place himself in 
communication with Mr. Vereker for the purpose of watch- 
ing the inc^uiry, and rendering every assistance in his power. 

E. P. M. R 



No. 13. 

Consul Vereker to Earl Eussell. — (Received December 4}« 

Rio Grande do Sal, October 18, 18C1. 

Mt Lord, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. 
Under-Secretary Layard's despatch of the 6th S^temher last^ 
lefening to the lamentable proceedings which took place on 
the oocasion of the wreck of the British barqne ^ nince of 
Wale8>" of Glasgow, upon the coast of Alharaao in this pro- 
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vinoe^ the neglect of the local authorities being specially 
lepieh^iaibla 

As soon as I became awaie of the events which had taken 
place in connexion idth the wreck, I communicated with his 
Excellency the President of this province and with the local 
authoritiea, urging a searching investigation into the matter ; 
and have now the honour to enclose copies of my despatches 
to his Excellency Senhor Antao, and translations of his re- 
plies. I also enclosed, under Hying seal, to Her ^Ic^esty's 
Mission my despatches on the subject addressed to your 
Lordship and to the Board of Trade, at the same time sug- 
gesting that the case appeared to be one in which a represen- 
tation to the Brazilian Central Government might pro]ierly be 
made with a view to the punishment of the criminals, and 
the prevention of such ])rr)ceedings in future. 

I have now further forwarded to Her ^fajesty's Chargd 
d'Affaires at Rio de Janeiro copies of the principal de^ 
patches referring to the wreck, besides <^n'ving such addi- 
tional information as has come to my knowledge. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER 



Enclosure 1 in Na Id. 
Conmd V anker to Smhar Leao. 

Bio GiandA do Sal, Jane SOy 1S61. 

The Undersigned, &c., has the honour to lay before his 
Excellency Senhor Joaquim Antao Fernan(}es Leao, Pre- 
sident of this Province, the translation of a despatch which 
he has this day forwarded to the Delegate of Police of 
this district* in reference to the scandalous proceedings 
which took place on the coast of Albardao in connexion 
with the wreck of the British barque ** Prince of Wales.'^ 
The Undersigned invites his Excellency's serious attention 
to the information conveyed in that despatch, and to the 



♦ Enclosure 1 in No. 2. 
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culpable negligence of the local authorities, and trasts his 
Excellency viU adopt efficient measures in the case. 

The Undersigned, &c., 
(Signed) H. P. V£E£££B. 



Enclosure 2 in Ko. 13. 
SenhoT Ltao to 0<mmd Venker, 

Palace <^ the Presidency in Porto Aleora, 
Jnne 27, 1861. 

(Translatioa ) 

Acknowledging the receipt of the despatch vhich the 
Honouiable Heni^ Itodergast Yereker, Her Britannic 
Majesty's Consul in the city of Bio Grande, addressed to 
me, dated 2(Hh instant, in which he enclosed a copy of 
ti^ he addressed to the Delegate of Police of the district 
of the same city, detailing criminal acts practised by the 
inhabitants of Albardao on the occasion of the wreck of 
the " Prince of Wales^" it becomes my duty to signify to 
the Consul that pxecautions have been taken to proceed 
with all the rigour of the laws against the individuals 
who robbed the objects cast upon the shore ; as well as that 
it may be known whether the persons who formed the crew 
of that vessel were or not assassinated, as the Consul 
presumes : certain that proceedings will also be taken 
af];ainst the authorities of Tahim if in effect they omitted 
immediately to take, as was their duty, the necessary 
measures to prevent such robberies, being certain that in fit 
time he will be given the knowledge of the investigations 
to which, for the present, orders are given to proceed. 

I avail, &C. 

(Signed) 

JOAQUIM ANTAO FERNANDES LEAO. 



Enclosure 3 iu Ko. 13. 
Ccnsul Vereker to Senhor Leac, 

Kio Gi-audo do Sul, Juue 28, 1861. 

Sib, 

Befening to my note of the 20th iiistant enclosing the 
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translation of a despatch I had addressed to the Delegate of 
Police of this city, respecting the proceedings whidi 
had taken place on the coast of Albardao, on the occasion of 
the wreck of the British barque ** Prince of Wales," I 
have the honour, for your Excellency's infomation, to 
enclose a copy of the reply received.* 

Your Excellency will perceive from these papers that the 
Delegate of Police, though he acted with prompt energy 
respecting my application to have the Ijodies of the 
unfortunate persons who perished brought to the cemeteiy 
of this city, now wishes to throw the responsibility of 
investigating this serious case upon the Municipal Judge, 
who on his part seems to consider that it is the police 
authorities who should conduct the investigatioa The 
result of such disputes is that the guilty paities remain 
nnpuiiished, and are given time to conceal the prools of 
their criminality. 

I would also observe to your Excellency on the manifest 
inefficiency of the authorities on the coast of Albardao. 
Although the orders of the Delegate of Police were positive 
that the ten bodies which had appeared should be conducted 
to the cemetery of this city, only four were delivered up 
aud allowed decent burial, and of these three were found 
in the open plain ; yet I had been assured by the Inspector 
of the District that all had been buried, and that five 
(including the bodies of two females, and one which 
appeared to be that of the captain,) had been buried in the 
one spot. It is therefore indubitable that with proper 
energy the persons in whose presence or by whom they had 
been buried, could have been found and compelled to point 
out the place. The non-delivery of those bodies, coupled 
with the shameless plunder of the cargo, and the rumours 
existmg of violence having been offered to the crew, is a 
very suspicious circumstance, and shows at least that in 
such a case the authorities should not have paused in the 
performance of their duties, and for the honour of Brazil 
should have searched out the truth. 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) BL P. VEREKER 



* * EnclnvHTe 4 in No. 2. 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 13. 
Senhor Leao to Congul Verektr. 

Falaoe of the Presidency in Porto Alegre^ 
July 11, 1861. 

(Trauslation.) 

There has been before iiie the despatch which Mr. H. P. 
Vereker, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul in the City of Rio 
Grande addressed to me on the 28th June last, communicating 
to me that although the Delegate of Police of the district 
of that same dty had comported himself with promptness 
and energy respecting his request that the bom.es of the 
unfortunate persons iimcked from the barque "Prince of 
Wales" fthoiUd be brought to the same dty, there only 
arrived there four, whilst the respective In^^ector of the 
district had asserted to him that the number of those who 
had been buried was larger, and that accordingly if the neces- 
sary diligence had been employed the result would have been 
different. 

Taking into consideration what is stated by the said 
Consul, I declare to liim that on this occasion I reiterate my 
order to the Chief of the Police in order to proceed with 
all energy to search into this fact^ according as had been 
ordered. 

I avail, &a 

(Signed) 

JOAQUIM ANTAO FERNANDES LEAD. 



No. 14. 

Mr, Btephena to Earl Russell, - {Received Jaivmry 6.) 

68, Oswald Street, Glasgow, Juraaiy 8, 18S8. 

Mt Lobd, 

I would take it a great fitvour if you would direct that I 
should be advised Sie reply of the .Brazalian Government 
respecting the barque "Pnnce of Wales ^' wrecked on the 
coast of Brazil, of which the crew were murdered on the 
6th June last, by tomorrow's post, as the mail leaves the 
next weel^ which gives little time for reply should it be 
necessary. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) R p! STEPHENS. 



Digitized by Google 



25 



No. 15. 
Mr. Layard to Mr. Stephens. 

Foreign Office, January 6, 1862. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the 3rd instant I am directed 
by Lord Russell to inform you that he learns from Her 
Majesty's Charge d'Affaires in Bmzil that an inquiry is 
being made on the spot into the circumstances of the 
wreck of the " Prince of Wales " and the murder of her 
crew on the Brazilian coast ; and I am to add that the 
result of that inquiry must be awaited before any fui-ther 
steps are taken in the matter, and that you will be informed of 
that result 

I am,&a 
(Signed) II H. LAYAED. 



ISo. 16. 

Mr. St^hena to Earl lUtsaelL — (Remved January S.) 

Glaagow, January 7, 1 862. 

My Lord, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 6th inst., and beg to inform you that the ship " Prince 
of Wales," which was lost seven months ago — say, on the 6th 
of June, 1861 — I have ascertained that the captain, his wife, 
and crew, landed safely with his boats on the Brazilian terri* 
tory, with his British flag, chronometer, nautical instruments, 
log-book, clearance, and his British register in his pockety 
with provisions, and all other necessaries^ except fire-arms, 
or weapons of defence^ These were all taken possession oi 
and the captain and the crew were immediately plundered 
and murdered, and four of tlie crew, who escaped about four 
miles inland, were then murdered and partially plundered, 
and their nationaliiy, as well as that of the ship, attempted 
to be destroyed. This was fortunately discovered, after some 
days, by the British Consul, who also found the captain's 
Bible, wMch had been purchased in Glasgow, new, about two 
months previously, (tlie name of the captain was on the 
. Bible,) in the house of the Brazilian "Justice of Peace,** 



s 

Digitized by 



26 



"whose residence was three miles distant, and the nearest 
house to tlie wreck. Said "Justice of Peace" acknowledged 
to have taken tlie Bible from the captain's trunk. Therefore 
the Brazilian authorities can have no delay or difficulty in as- 
certaining that the crew of the boats, with all the baggage, 
luggage, &c., &c., were all landed in perfect order and safety, 
and that they were all barbarously murdered, in the expec- 
tation thereby to enjoy the plunder without question. We 
need liardly refer your Lordship to the law of this country 
whicli compels restitution to be made by the countiy where 
tlie wreck is plundered, and I hope you vnW now see the ne- 
cessity to urge upon the Chargd d'Affaires in Brazil to insist 
upon instant reparation being made for the loss of the lives, 
as well as the loss of property. Although our own loss of 
the captain has been very great indeed, the loss of the people 
depending upon him and we ciev for their support is much 
greater ; and as yon will observe a very great deal of delay 
has been already incurred, we hope you will See fit for the 
credit of the British nation, that the matter should now be 
promptly settled. 

I have^ &c 
(Signed) R P. ST£PH£Na 



No. 17. 

Mr. Layard to Mr, Stephens, 

Foreign OHice, January 11, 1862. 

SlE, 

I am directed by Lord Eussell to state to yon that 
his Lordship would be glad to receive from you such 
evidence and infurmation as you can furnish in support of 
the statement contained in your letter of the 7tli instant, to 
the elfect that the captain of the vessel " Prince of Wales," 
together with his wife and crew of the vessel, landed on 
Brazilian territory after the wreck of the " Prince of Wales," 
and were subsequently plundered and murdered by the 
people of the coast 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 
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No. 18. 

Mr. Stephens to Earl EusselL — (Received Jawmry 17, J 

Glasgow, January 15, 1862. 

Mt Jjom, 

I am favooied wHh your letter of 11th i]ntaiit> and regret 
the trouble you have had at tiiia time with tiie mattarof the 
baiqne Prmoe of Wales^" but from the atate of that portion 
of UkB Brazilian territory it will be neceasaiy now to tettch 
them to respect the lives of any shipwreoked craw. I had 
my information from the captam and crew of the sdiooner 

Hound," wrecked in the same gale, near the town of Bio 
Grande, who saw five of the bodies with knife-cuts and 
other woimds, and some of them with their heads battered, 
their clothes rent^ and evidence of violent strugglea Three 
or four had got away a mile or two inland, but were over- 
taken and killed. This is confirmed by the despatches of 
the Consul to the Board of Trade, which will satisfy you 
they all landed safely, with their whole baggage, &c., &c. ; 
not even the paper of their trunk linings wet. If you think 
it would be necessary, to enable you to understand the matter 
more clearly, I would gladly go to London any day after this 
week you could spare time to go into this matter. 

I am, 

(Signed) B. P. STEPHENS. 



No. 19. 

Consul Vereker to Earl Russell — ( Received February 3, 1861.^ 

Bio Gnade do Sol, December 14^ 18S1. 

Mt Lord, 

Referring to my despatch of the 18th October last, and 
previous ones, regarding the scandalous proceedings which 
took place on the coast of this province upon the occasion of 
the wreck of the barque " Prince of Wales," of Glasgow, I 
have the honour to enclose translations of further corres- 
pondence upon this matter which has taken place between 
this Consulate and the Presidency of this province. 

After the receipt of Mr. Under-Secretary Layard s despatch 
of the 6th September last, I addressed to his Excellency the 
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Acting President, my despatch of tiie 27th of Kovember la8t» 
of which I enclose a copy, requesting to know the result of 
the investigations ordered : the President in his reply of the 
J St. instant states that he has not received the requited in* 
formations, but has again demanded them, and will commu- 
nicate to me the result. Subsequently his Excellency Senhor 
Correa da Camara, by despatch dated 10th instant, conveys 
to me the information he has collected, which appears by a 
despatch from the Chief of Police of tlie province to his Ex- 
cellency, a despatch from the Delegate of Police of this city 
to the Chief of Police, and a further despatch from the Chief 
of Police to the Delegate of Police of Eio Grande. 

Translations of those despatches are enclosed ; the most 
notable are those from the Delegate of Police of this city to 
the Chief of Police, and from the last named to the former. 
The Delegate of Police in his despatch confirms the principal 
statements made in my previous reports ; however, I differ 
largely from him when he says that the proceedings of the 
Sub-Delegate of Tahim and of the Inspector of the district 
cannot be blamed. The former was bound to hold an inquest 
on the bodies of those that died, and to protect the property 
— neither of which he did; the latter had to collect such 
goods as he could in benefit of tiie Customs, and yet most of 
the goods which he deUyered to me had been taken out of 
their cases, and there is no real doubt but that those cases 
weie broken by his order, and the goods of least value given 
up. In making this statement according to my conviction, 
I feel it right to say I cannot legally prove it ; and in the 
despatch of the Delegate of Police of this city, whom I be- 
lieve to be an honourable man, anxious to perform his duty, 
it will be seen tliat when the authorities of the country can- 
not obtain proofs of that which is well known, the difficulty 
with the Bepiesentative of another Government will be yet 
greater. 

In conclusion, I would respectfully observe that in my 
opinion the inquiry instituted into this case has, as far as I 
am informed of it, been meagre and insufficient ; no investi- 
gation seems to have been made to ascertain whether any 
violence had been offered to the crew, and yet this was surely 
a most serious part of the case : besides it is not shown that 
active measures were taken to prevent the flight of some en- 
gaged in the plunder of the cargo, or to bring to justice those 
wealthy inhabitants of the coast whom uie Delegate of 
■V. 
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Police does not hesitate to point to as the principal 
ctiminala 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. P. V££t£K£R 



Enclosoxe 1 in No. 19. 

Cotisul Vereker to Senhor da Camara. 

Bio QnDde do Sol, KoTomber 27, 1861. 

Sir, 

Her Majesty's Government being desirous to obtain the 
fullest information respecting the plunder of the cargo and 
other objects of the British barque " Prince of Wales '* 
wrecked on the coast of Albardao, as mentioned in my 
despatches to the Presidency of the 2()th and 28th June last, 
and it being specially important to ascertain whether violeuce 
was ofi'ered to any of the crew, I have the honour to request 
that your Excellency may be so good as to communicate to 
this Consulate the results hitherto obtained in consequence 
of the orders of the Presidency energetically to inquire into 
this very serious case, and the probability which may exist 
of discovering and punishing the guilty parties. 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER 



Enclosure 2 in No. 19. 
Senhor da Oamara to Contul Vereker, 

Palace of the Presidency in Porto Alegre^ 
December 1, 1861. 

(Translation). 

In possession of the despatch which the Honourable 
Henry Prendergast Vereker, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul 
in the city of Rio Grande, addressed to me on the 27th of 
November last, I have to signify to him that, as my prede- 
cessor had ordered that the necessary investigations respect- 
ing the facts which had occurred in connexion with the 
robbery of the cargo and other articles of the British barque 
** Prince of Wales " should be proceeded with, and as such 
informations have not yet been received on this occasion, I 
recommend the Chief of Police to give information of the 
leaiilt ci the inyestigations he was ordered to make ; and at 
quickly as they are given to me I shall bring them to the 
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knowledge of the same Consul, to whom on this occasion 
I renew, &c. 

(Signed) PATBICIO GOBBEA BA CAWLRA. 



Endosute S in Na 19. 

PaUoe of the Presidency in Porto Al^pne^ 
December 10, 1861. 

(Tnndation). 

In accordance with what I piomiaed in the despatch 
which, on the 1st instant^ I addressed to the Hononrable 
Heniy Prendeigast Veieker, Her Britannic Mc^'est/s Consul 
in the cily of &o Grande^ I transmit to the same Consul a 
copy of tne despatch of the Chief of Police of this province^ 
dated the 5th of this month, and other pi^rs which accom- 
pany it^ giving information regarding the state of the process 
which was ordered to be instituted respecting the robbeiy of 
the goods sayed from the barque " Prince of Wale&" 

By the communications referred to the same Consul will 
recognize that eveiy effort (" diligencia ") has been employed 
to advance the respective process, but have not been success- 
ful in view of the causes which the Delegate of Police of the 
district of tlie city of Eio Grande points out. In the mean- 
time the Chief of Police again recommends him, notwith- 
standing that the accused compromised in that robbery have 
escaped ("tern se evadidos "), that even so he should include 
them in the process ; and that, once condemned, he should 
send him a certificate of the condemnation, and a note of 
the characteristic signs of each, in order that they may be 
followed, besides other measures appearing from his despatch, 
a copy of which I also send to the Consul mentioned, to 
whom on this occasion I renew, &c 

(Signed) PATBICIO COBBEA DA CAMABA 

Enclosure 4 in No. 19. 

Senhor GaUado to Senkor da Camara, 

Saentaiy of tbe Police in Porto Alegn^ 
December 6, 1861. 

(Translation). 

Sir, 

The Delegate of Police of the district of Rio Grande, whom 
on the 3rd of September of this year I ordered to give me 
information of the state of the process ordered to be insti- 
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tuted respecting the robbery of the goods saved of the 
English barque " Prince of Wales," as your Excellency's pre- 
decessor had recommended to me by despatch of the 2nd of 
the same month, gave me the information adjoined by 
despatch dated the 18th of the said month, pointing out the 
difficulties with which he contends, and the want of means 
to conclude as quickly as recommended the process men- 
tioned, showing even the impediments which prevented him 
from knowing the real culprits, as the persons who were said 
or suspected to be involved in that robbery had passed to the 
Oriental State. To that despatch I gave the reply appearing 
from the copy No. 2, on which, not having to the present 
date a solution, I proceed again to send a despatch to the 
authority refeiTcd to, requiring a rapid solution of this 
question, which I shall bring to the knowledge of your Ex- 
cellency immediately when it comes to my hands. 

This is the information which for the present I can give to 
your Excellency in compliance with your despatches of the 
1st and 3rd instant 

(Signed) DAKIO RAFAEL CALLADO. 

Enclosure 5 in No. 19. 
Senhar Oarm to Senhar CaUado, 

(Translation). 

Bio Gnmdft do Sol, September 18, 1861. 

Sir, 

Beplying to your despatcli of the 3rd instant* in which 

you order me to give information respecting the state in 
which is the process which was directed to be instituted 
about the robbery of the goods saved from the English barque 
" Prince of Wales," it is my duty to assure you that I have 
adopted eveiy measure, I have done everything possible for 
the advancement of that process, which it is not possible to 
advance, seeing that, it bemg necessazy to have the depositions 
of witnesses to form the accusation against the only culprit 
who is in jail, this cannot be obtained, because having 
ordered three times that various persons of the Albardao and 
neighbourhood should be notified to appear in this city they 
all refused, they did not appear before tlie officer of justice 
pretending that they were sick ; some who may know some- 
thing have absented themselves to the Oriental State others 
who are known to be criminals have permanently fled for 
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that neighbouring State, so that I ha^e not been aide to ad- 
vance that piooess, to the injury of the nnfoitonate peison 
(perhaps the least guilty of all) who is imprisoned witibiont 
seeing an end to this process, which, with attention to the 
difficmties with which I contend and the absence of lesooices 
for these investigations, &c., Ac, I do not know when it will 
be ended. It results from the inquiries to which the Sub- 
Delegate of Tahim pvoceeded, that the prisoner Maiiano 
Pinto brought to his house manufactured goods which he met 
with on the shore, and that, having them spread out in his 
house, they were apprehended by the Inspector when he 
passed there on this investigation ; it is not proved that there 
was violence^ or that Mariano IHnto broke open the cases 
which contained manufactured goods, which were merely met 
witli in his house : in view of this I consult you whether I 
can concede bail to that prisoner in order that he should be 
released and thus await the result of this tiresome process. 
The cargo of the barque was all sacked. Mariano Pinto and 
Manuel oMaria Rodrigues (who fled for the Oriental State) 
were not the only ones who robbed it ; it is known that many 
of the inhabitants, perhaps the wealthiest of the place, are 
devoted to this industry, but against these no proofs appear 
— there will be no witnesses who would depose against them. 
With regard to the notice of the wreck having been spread 
on the 9th of June, and its being of&cially known in this 
city on the 14th, this cannot be attributed otherwise than to 
the circumstance that the Infi^»eotor resides more than six 
leagues horn the place of the casnalty, and the Snb-Ddegate 
of Tahim as mudi or more, and that those authorities only 
knew of the wreck after the inhabitants of the more neigh- 
bouring parts, interested in concealinff it; having robbed 
almost aU, communicated it to them, as lias been the custom 
to practise at other times and in identical circumstances, as I 
had the occasion of verifying respecting this wreck in which 
it was only on the 11th day of the month of June that the 
Inspector, having on the previous evening notice of the 
wreck, proceeded to the shore, ordering, on that day, to give 
information to the Sub-Delegate of Tahim, who communi- 
cated what had happened respecting the wreck to the Dele- 
gate of this city on the l+th. In view that there is no reason 
to blame either the Inspector or the Sub-Delegate, and that 
the residents are alone criminal, whom there are no means of 
prosecuting in consequence of the absolute want of proo& 
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which only appear against the unfortunate Indian Mariano 
Pinto, in my idea one of the less guilty because he did not 
liide the thing robbed, and immediately gave it up to the 
Inspector who claimed it. 

Grod preserve, &c. 
(Signed) ANTONIO FERREIRA GARCEZ. 



Enclosure 6 in No. 19. 
Senhor Ccdlado to Senhor Garccz. 

Secretnryship of the Pcilice in Porto Alegre, 
Beptomber SI, 1861. 

(Tnnslation.) 

In answer to your despatcli dated the 18th instant, lespeoi- 
ing the moroseness with which the process institated against 
the robbers of the goods savod the English Iwrqne 
•* Prince of Wales " proceeds, I have to point out to you that 
as that process should terminate, and the reluctance of the 
witnesses to come before Court cannot serve as a motive to 
delay it, you should make use of the resources of the law, 
ordering them to appear under the rod of justice debaixo 
da vara"). It does not matter that the accused most com- 
promised in that robbery have escaped ; it befits to include 
them in the process, and, once condonined, you ouuht to send 
Tne a certificate of the condemnation, and a note of the 
characteristic signs of each one in order to cause thoni to be 
followed. With regard to JMariano Pinto, he can only be 
bailed if the denouncement was of a crime in which bjiil is 
allowed, because in the contrary case he should await the de- 
claration of the sentence, or should use the resource of habeas 
corpus if he were illegally imprisoned. 

Finally, if the witnesses should refuse to swear the* truth 
against the wealthy inhabitants of the locality or the wreck 
who, according to your opinion, are the principal criminals, 
shown guilty of perjury they ought as such to he processed, 
it being necessaiy detenninately to show deteiminar ") to 
the Sub-Delegate of Tahin^ and to the Inspector of the Dis- 
trict^ that they should investigate where the articles robbed 
remain and who detain them, in order that they may be 
brought to judgment ; you informing me of the progress 
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the pTocefls in order to give an account to the Minietty for. 
Foreign Affairs, which ui^cutly prensee (''inata**) for the 
result 

Crod presen'e, &c. 
(Signed) DABIO RAFAEL CALLADO. 



No. 20. 

Mr, BaiUie to Earl Rumll, — {Received February SL) 

liio do Jaueiro^ Jnmrj t, 1862. 

My liORD, 

With reference to my dospatt h of the 5th of Noveml)er, 
respecting the wreck of th« " IVince of Wales " off the coast 
of Albardao, in which I stated that I had requested the 
Admiral Cominander-in-chief on this station to send a ship, 
if possible, to the coast where the wreck occurred, or a naval 
officer to be present at the inquiries about to be instituted, I 
have the honour to inform your Lordship that it was deemed 
advisable by the Admiral, upon further consideration, not to 
take any steps of that kind before having Mr. Yereker^s 
opinion as to the advantages that would be likdy to result 
from the presence of such an officer and the time when he 
should arrivt; at his destination. 

I accordingly wrote to Mr. Consul Vereker on the subject, 
and I have now tlie honour to enclose his reply, from which 
vour Lordship will see that he does not tbink that the 
presence of a British officer would have a beneficial effect, 
unless tlie manner of the inquiry were altered in conse- 
quence of instructions from the Brazilian Government 

I liave, &c. 
(Signed) EVAN P. M. BAILLIE 



Enclosure in No. 20. 
Conml Vereker to Mr. BmUie, 

Bio CTninde do Sal, December 2, 18S1. 

Sir. 

In reply to your d('S])atch of the 20th ultimo, I have the 
honour to state that I do not think that the presence of a 
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British Naval officer at the inquiry as now conducted, into 
circumstances attending the wreck of the barque Prince of 
Wales," would have beneficial effect ; but if the manner of 
the iiK^uiry were altered in consequence of instructions 
from the Brazilian Government, it is not unlikely that the 
presence of such an officer might be advisable. As soon as 
the nature of the further inquiry now proposed is manifested, 
I shall liave the honour again to communicate with you on 
the subject of your despatch. 

(Signed) a R VEREKER. 



No. 21. 

Th$ StcnUary to Me AdmiraUy to Mr, Layard, — (Received 

Febmari/ 5.) 

Admiralty, F^hmuy 4, 1862. 

Sib, 

With referenoe to your letter of the 6th of September 
last, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiiulty to transmit herewith, for the information of Earl 
Eussoll, a copy of a letter dated 23rd December last, from 
Rear- Admiral Warren, respectiiig the wreck of the " Prince 
of Wales," of Glasgow, on the eoast of Albardao, in Brazil, 
andstatiDg that there appears to be little doubt that the 
ressel was plundered and the crew unfairly dealt with. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) W, G. ROMAINE. 



Enclosure in No. 21. 

Mectr Admired Warren to the Secretary of the Adniirally, 

"Forte," at 8«t, Lat. VTW S.. Long. 46* 37' W., 
Deeember 28» 1861. 

Mt Lobd, 

With reference to your letter of the 7th September, 1861, 
enclosing the copy of a letter from Her Majesty's Under- 
Secretary of State for Eoreign Affairs, respecting the wreck 
of the merchant vessel "Prince of Wales," of Glasgow, 

n 2 
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6n the coast of Albardao in Brazil, aud desiring nie 
to put myself in communication with Mr. Baillie, Her 
Majesty's Charg^ d' Affaires at Bio, on the subject; I ' 
have now the honour to acqnaint you, for ^eir Lord- 
ships* information, that having oomniunicated with Mt. 
Baillie, and received from him the details forwarded by Mr. 
Yereker, the Gonsnl at Bio Grande de Snl, on the subject of 
the wreck of the *' Prince of Wales,'* there appean to be 
litQe doubt that the vessel was plundered, and the crew voh 
fiiirly dealt with. 

2. Having no vessel of sufficiently light drau^t to cross 
the bar at the Rio Gmnde, I offered to send an officer to assist 
at the investigation, if it was thought he could be of service. 
Mr. Baillie has since acquainted me that Mr. Yereker is of 
opinion that in the present state of the inquiry it is not 
necessary. I have conFJoquently given up the intention, but 
when I can connnand tlie services of a vessel of war that 
can pass the l)ar of Rio Grande witli safety, I shall send her 
to communicate with Her Majesty's ConsiU there. 

X have &c 
(Signed) RICHD. L. WARREN. 



No. 22. 
Eat I Riissell to Mr. Baillie. 

Foreign Olfice, February 8, 1862. 

Sib, 

Yon will have received from Mr. Consul Yeieker a copy of 
his despatch to me of the I4th of Deoemher, reporting the 
result of his correspondence with the I^vindal authorities 
regarding the case of the wreck of the vessel "Prince of 
Wales." 

I cannot consider the explanations which have been given 
by the Brazilian authorities in this matter as being satisfiae- 
toiy, and I concur in the opinion which Mr. Vereker has ex- 
pressed as to the culpability of the authorities of the district, 
and as to the insufficiency of the inquiry instituted, consider- 
ing the serious nature of the case. Under these circumstances 
I have to refer you to tlie instructions conveyed in my des- 
patch of the 6th of September last^ and to desire you to state 
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to the Brazilian Gk)veminent that Her Majesty's Government 
expect that a more searching investigation shall be instituted, 
with a view to the punishment of the parties actually con- 
cerned in the outrage, and of the local authorities who may 
be convicted of negligence in dealing with the case, as also 
with a view to adequate compensation to the ownei-s of the 
vessel, whose property, by the admission of the Brazilian au- 
thorities themselves, has been phindered or wantonly de- 
stroyed, and to the surviving relatives of those who may bd 
proved to have been murdered. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) EUSSELL. 



No. 23. 

Consul Vereker to Ewrl EiuseU. — Beeeived Marek 5, 1862. 

Bio OnuidB do Sol, Decemlwr 81, 1861. 

(Extract) 

With regard to that part of my account cniient with the 
Lords Gpmmissioners of Her Ms^esty's Treasury which refers 
to expenses incuired for the discovery of the bodies of those 
persons who were wieckedfirom the barque " Prince of Wales," 
and for the inquests upon and burial of the same bodies, I 
would respectfully observe that in my despatch of the 5th of 
July last I applied for special authority in regard to those 
expenses, as it did not appear that they could properly be 
cliargeable to the Board of Trade, not only from the peculiar 
character of the case, but from the absence of proof tliat 
those buried were seanu-n ; and from the salvage of the ves^ 
sel the balance was trilling. 

I may be permitted to observe that, as the expenses referred 
to were caused by the neglect of the Brazilian authorities to 
hold the required inquests, and to provide for the proper 
burial of those wrecked, it is probable that those expenses 
might justly be claimed from the Brazilian Government. 

Under those circumstances 1 have the honour again to re- 
quest your Lordship's approval of the expenses as shown by 
the account and incurred by me in this serious case. 
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Xo. 24. 

JSarl Russell to Mr. Christie, 

Foreign OIBoe, Maicb 14, 1862. 



I enclose extract of a despatcli from Mr. Consal ^erekei* 
respecting the expenses which he has incurred in connexion 
wHh the^inqueste held on the bodies ofthe crew of Ae 
"Prince of Wales," which, as appeaxs from the accomit^ 

amount to £92 2& Id. ^ , . 

It seems to me that the Brazilian Government ought pro- 
perly to repay this money, and, if youaie ofthe sameopuuon, 
you will bring the matter before them. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) KUSSELL 



Na 25. 

Consul Vmker io Sari RusteU^-^BMsmtd June S.) 

Bio Qrande do SuI, Much 20tli, 1862. 

My Lord, ^ . ^ u ^ 

■ I have the honour to enclose the copy of a .^^spatcn re- 
ceived from his ExcellGncy the Acting I'^^^^^.f ^^.^fS 
Province, transmitting copies of despatches from the CtoJ 01 
PoUce and from the Municipal Judge and Delegate of ToUce 
of this city, in reference to the plunder of the cargo ol line 
barque " Prince of Wales." , • 

These papers throw but little additional light on tte SUD- 
ject, but the despatch ofthe Delegate of Police seffloas to point 
to a combination or understanding among the ii^bitants oi 
the coast not to give information in the cas^ which cours^ 
far from implying their innocence, seems rather to designate 

mutual guilt. . ^u^oa 

I have taken the Hberty to delay the transmission of these 
papers, as I was anodous to forward at the same time copies 
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of the repurts of inquest held on the coast of Albanlao and at 
the cemetery of this city u])on the bodies of those wrecked ; 
but notwithstanding all niy efforts, I liave not yet been able 
to obtain from the Brazilian authorities copies of those 
reports. 

In the report of the examination of the bodies on the 
coast, among other allegations not creditable to the local re- 
sidents, it is stated by tliose appointed to examine the body of 
one of the unfortunate persons from the wreck that he was 
strangled. Such statements may account for the unwilling- 
ness of the authorities to give the required information, and 
possibly for the limited nature of the inquiry instituted, as 
there seems to exist a fear that under a more search 11114 in ves- 
ligation disclosures might be made which would throw dis- 
credit on the country. 

If this is so (I put the suggestion fonvard only hypothetic- 
ally,) it shows on the part of the local authorities either a 
culpable sympathy with evil-doers, or a want of moral courage 
which is highly reprehensible^ 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. P. YEREKEB. 



Enclosure 1 in No. 25. 

Senkor da Camara to Consul Vereker. 

Tttlace of liie Presidency in Porto Alegre, 
December 28, ISSl. 

(Translation.) 

In addition to the despatch which on the 10th instant 1 ad- 
dressed to the Honourable H. P. Vereker, Her Britannic 
Majesty's Consul in the city of Rio Grande, I transmit to liim 
on this occasion a copy of the despatch which I have just re- 
ceived from the Chief of Police of this province, dated the 
27th of this same month, accompanied by another of the 
Delegate of Police of that city, giving an account of the diffi- 
culties he has met with in concluding the process instituted 
against the robbers of the goods sawd from the barque 
" Prince of Wales/' and of its present state. 

I avail, ^r. 

(Signed) PATlilClO COliKKA DA CAMARA. 
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Endoenie 2 in Na 25. 

ScnJwr Callado to Senhor da Camara 

Secretaryahip of Police in Porto Alegn^ 
December 2d, 1861. 

(Translatioa) 
Sib, 

In execution of yonr Excellency's deapatclies of the let 
and 3id instant, I pass to yonr hands the endosed copy of the 
despatch of the Municipal Judge and Delegate of Police of 
the district of Sio Grande, dated the IdiHi of this month, giv- 
ing an account of the difficulties he has met with in condud- 
ing the process instituted against the robbers of the goods 
saved ftom the Eng^h barqne " Prince of Wales it being 
my duty to intimate to your Excellency that at this date I 
give new orders to the authority referred to that he should 
make the process to take its course against the accused, who 
are vagabonds; having, nevertheless, to consider that the 
local conditions impede tlie regular administration of justice^ 
inasmuch as the wreck of that barque took place on a desert 
and inhospitable shore, with easy transit to foreign teiiitory. 
God preserve, &c. 

(Signed) DABIO BAFAEL CALLADO. 



Enclosure 3 in No. 25. 

Senhor Garcez to Senhor Callado, 

Qtj of Bio Grande, December 19, 1861. 

(Translation.) 

Sir, 

Answering your despatch dated the 5th instant in which 
you order me to declare as soon as possible the result of the 
process instituted against the robbers of tlie goods saved from 
the English barque "Prince of Wales^" it is my duty to 
declare to yon that all the investigations to know who had 
been the robbers of those goods having been unfrQitfol, 
one on whom rested suspicions having succeeded in escaping 
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to the Oriental State, and another, Manoel Maria Eodriguez, 
-who was met with having articles of those goods saved, and who 
immediately fled without it being possible to succeed in taking 
him, I instituted the process against one only, Mariano Pinto, 
native of Buenos Ajves, who also was found with articles in 
his house. The difficulty of making the witnesses residing 
on the coast of Albardao to come to this city, it being neces- 
sary for me, in order to advance with the process, to notify 
some of those residents who perchanct- might appear in the 
city ; the repugnance which these residents have to appear 
before judicial authority ; the fear of being reckoned as 
accomplices in that robbery of the goods saved from the 
barque ; the want of resources forcibly to make them come 
to give evidence, — all this delayed Mariano Pinto's process to 
this day, and barely now has it come to an end. And in 
view of what I have exposed to you, you will know what is 
the result of the process instituted against the robbers of the 
goods saved from the English barque " Prince of Wales." 
All the criminals remaining summed up in Mariano Pinto, 
the only one who could be processed ; and on this occasion 
it is my duty to declare to you that I used every diligence to 
know of some other persons w ho may have robbed the cargo 
of the English barque ; l)ut all was unsuccessful : it resulting 
thence that the real roltbers will remain perhaps unpunished, 
without justice having means to discover and process them. 
God preserve, &c* 

(Signed) ANTONIO FERREIBA 6AR0EZ, 
Municipal Judge, First Substitate of the Delate. 



No. 26. 

CoMul Vifreher to Earl Russell — (Eeemed June S.) 

Bio Gfande do Snl, April H 

Mt Lobd, 

I have the honour to submit the following observations, 
showing my proceedings to this day in connexion with the 
■ aniYal at this port of Her Majesty's gunboat " Sheldrake," 
oonTsyiog on board Captain Saumaxes, of Her Mcjesty't 
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frigate *' Foi-te," who had been uominated to coo]3erate with 
me in regard to any inquiry which the Brazilian authorities 
might, on a renewed demand, institute into the circumstances 
attending the wreck of the British bari^ue " Prince of 
Wales." 

The gunboat ** Sheldrake/' arrived in this port on the Slat 
instant, and Captain Saumarez communicated the object of 
his ooming; of which I had, on the 29th ultimo^ leoeived 
iafamttlaoD Mr. Chxistie's deispatch of the 18th ultimo^ 
of which a copy ia enoloeed. 

I suggested to Captain Saunaxes that the only effective 
inquiry whidi could now be adopted would he one conducted 
at the locality of the wieck, superintended by a Brazilian 
fonctionary of sufficient autlunity, and accompanied by 
a sufficient force to command respect ; and that it would be 
advisable to request his Excellency the President^ Senhor 
Fiandsco de Assis Pereira Bocha, to order such an oiquiiy 
as soon as possible. I also pointed out that there was no 
authority at Bio Grande who would act in the matter without 
previously receiving instructions from the Presidency. 
Captain Saumarez quite concumd in these views, and 
oflered to accompany me to the coast to assist in such an 
inquiry should it be instituted. 

As there was no opportunity at the time to send despatches 
by the ordinaiy conveyances to the capital, Porto Alegre, 
where the President resides, and the sending by express 
overland would be uncertain and miglit cause delay, it was 
determined to proceed in the " Sheldrake " to Porto Alegre, so 
that Captain Saumarez and myself might personally call the 
President's attention to the pending question, under circum- 
stances apparently the best calculated to ensure compliance 
with the request for a full and searching inquiry into this 
cas& 

The " Sheldrake," on board of which I had embarked, left 
this port on the itih instant and readied Porto Alegre on the 
6th. I inunediately addxesised to his Ensellency the Presi- 
dent my note of that date» requesting him to name a time to 
receiye Captain Saumarez and myself. I enclose a copy of 
this note, and received in reply his Excellency's courteous 
letter of the same data It will be perceived that he makes 
therein no mention of recei'ving Captain Saumares. 

Notwithstanding the apparent inadvertency above men- 
tioned, it seemed important that Captain Saumares should be 
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lecognised by the authorities of this country as holding a 
special position in cnntiexioti with the investigation contem- 
plated, as the proceedings might thus have more inipressive- 
ness and authority. It will accortlingly be seen that in the 
interviews which took place on the 6th and 7th instant, this 
question formed part of the subject-matter of the coaveisa- 
<aon, of which I enclose memoranda. 

At the first interview liis Excellnncy Senhor liocha inti- 
mated that he had received no information since taking charge 
of the Presidency upon the case of the barque " Prince of 
Wales," and that no communication had reached him from 
the Brazilian Government respecting the service on which 
Captain Saumarez was engaged. When the urgency of an 
investigation in the locality the week was pointed oat to 
hia Excellency, he aeemed unwilling to express an opinion at 
the time ; and in order that there should be no appearance of 
preeaur^ I auggested that Captain Saumaiez and myself 
would wait ugoa him when his Excellency should have had 
leisure to infcnm himself fully on the case, and this courae was 
agreed upon. 

At the interview on the 7th instant his Excellency, having 
apparently become better informed of the circumstances, de- 
clared in efifoct that he would direct the Chief of Police to 
undertake a searching inquiry into the case, but that Captain 
Saumarez could not be recognized as having any connexion 
therewith in an official capacity. 

I caused the memoranda (Nos. 5 and 6) to be read over 
both to his Excellency the President and to Captain Saumarez, 
and subsequently supplied them with copies ; and both parties 
declared that they formed a correct summary of the conver- 
sations referred to. 

Subsequently to the interview above reported, the Secretary 
to the Provincial Government, who was present throughout, 
informed me that it had been ordered that a Brazilian steamer 
should be ready to go t<^) Pelotas, where the Chief was at the 
time, to convey the necessary instructions in the case ; and 
on the following morning (Sth instant) his Excellency the 
President stated to me that the Chi^ of Police would be 
directed to come to an understanding entender-se **) with me 
before entering upon tiie required inquiry, in order that I 
midiit have an opportunity of attending the same. 

On the Sth instant his Excellency Senhar Bocha courte- 
ously returned (on board Her Majesty's gunboat ''Sheldiake**) 
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the official visits which Captain Sanmaiez and myself }uid 

paid them. 

I have the honour to enclose the copy of a despatch dated 
the 8th instant, which I received from Captain Saumarez, 
requesting to know whether, under the circumstances which 
had occurred, I considered his services would be further 
needful I also enclose a copy of my reply, intimating that 
if Captain Saumarez considered that he could, consistently 
with his instructions, accoini)any me to the locality of the 
wreck to coopemte in the promised inquiry, even though he 
were not recognised in an official capacity by the Brazilian 
autliorities, I hoped he would await for a limited time to 
ascertain the decision of those authorities. Captain Saumarez 
replied verbally that he did not consider himself precluded 
from accompanying me in manner suggested Accord- 
ingly I felt it right to inform his Excellency the Ftesident of 
this circnmstai!^ in order that there might be no delay in 
commencing the inquiry. I beg to enclose a copy of my 
despatch to his Excellency. 

Her Migesty's gonboat " Sheldrake'* returned to this port 
on the 9th instant. On the 10th instant the Chief of Police 
arrived in this city. I visited him, and he- returned the 
compliment ; but as I did not meet him there was no oppor- 
tunity of discovering whether he had received any instructions 
from the Presidency, regarding the case of the barque " Prince 
of Wales." It may, however, be presumed that he had not, as 
he proceeded to Porto Alegre on the 11th instant, and no 
steamer had been despatched thence to Pelotas, as was 
expected. 

I have the honour to obsen e that, throughout the occur- 
rences reported, both Captain Saumarez and myself have 
maintained the utmost reserve regarding the object of his 
visit. I regret, however, to state that rumours that it is in 
connexion with the case of the barque " Prince of Wales " 
have reached this city from Porto Alegre, and have been 
published. I therefore fear, especially in view of the delay 
which is taking place, that the persons implicated will have 
the opportunity to conceal many vestiges of their scandalous 
and mhuman proceedings on the occasion of the wreck. 

I feel it right to remark, that I have received much assistance 
from Captain Saumarez^ who hasbeen acting in perfect harmony 
with m^ showing a desire to adopt the various suggestions 
which I have thought it my duty to propose, in order that 
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no efibrt may be omitted to discover the truth regarding the 
paiuiul questions which have rendered his presence here 
advisable. 

T liav6y &c 
(Signed) H. P. VEIIEKER 



Enclosure 1 in Na 26. 
CapUUn Sanmarw to Ccmul Venkw, 

''SheMrake,** Bio Onnda do Sol, April ISeS. 

Sib, 

Having this day arrived in Her Majesty's gunboat 
*• Sheldrake/' with instructions to cooperate with you in the 
inquiry relative to the wreck of the British barque " Prince 
of Wales," and the Englisli jViinister at^Itio having informed 
the Brazilian Grovmiment that an officer would be sent round 
here for that purpose, I have the honotur to request you will 
be pleased to inform the authorities of my arrival for the 
above puTpose, and you may dei>end on my affording you 
every assistance and most cordially cooperating with you. 

I have, 

(Signed). T. SAUMA£ai;Z. 



Enclosure 2 in No. 26. 
Mt. ChrkHe to Consul Vereker, 

Fstropolts, March 18, IMS. 

SlB» 

I enclose you a copy of a despatch which has been received 
from Earl lUisaell on the subject of the wreck of the "Prince 
of Walea" I have addressed a note^ in accordance with its 
contents^ to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs ; and I 
have requested Admiral Warren to send one of the gunboats 
now under his command to Eio Grande do Sul, with an officer 
capable of giving you useful aid. I have informed the Bra* 
silian Grovernment of my request to Admiral Warren, and 
have stated that the naval ofBcer who may be sent will, 
according to the wish of Her Majesty's Government^ be ready 
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to cooperate in any inquiry wliich may be instituted, if the 
Brazilian Government should wish it. 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) W. D. CHRISTIE. 



Enclosure 3 in No. 26. 
CoTisul Vereker to Senhor Mochcu 

Porto Alpgre, April 6, 1862. 

The Undersigned the Honourable Henry Prendergast 
Vereker, Doctor of Laws, Hvr Britannic Majesty's Consul 
at Rio Grande do Sul, has the honour to inform his Excel- 
lency Senhor Dcsembargador Francisco de Assis Percira 
Rocha, President of the Province of Eio Grande do Sul, that 
Captiiin Saumarez, of Her Majesty's frigate "Forte," of 51 
guns, has arrived in this port in Her Majesty's gunboat 
** Sheldrake," on special sonice, and desires to be received 
by your Excellency. The Undersigned also desires to pay 
his respects to your Excellency. Under these circumstances, 
the Undersigned requests your Excellency will please tor 
appoint an hour to receive Captain Saumarez and the Under- 
signed, and that this may he at your Excellency's earliest 
convenience. 

(Signed) H. E YEBEEER 

The Undeisigned, &a 



Enclosure 4 in No. 26. 

Seiihor Rocha to CoiisiU Vereker, 

Palace of the Presidency in Porto Alpgre, 
April, e, 1868. 

(Tiaiislation.) 

Mr. Consul, 

Acknowledging the receipt of your despatch of this day, I 
have to answer to you that, with the greatest satis&ction, 
I will receive yon to-day at 4 o'clock in the evening, or to« 
morrow at any hour which may he most oonveniont to yon. 

(Signed) I avail, &c., 

fHANGISCO DE ASSIS P£E£I£A BOCHA. 
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Eaclosuie 5 in No. 26. 

Metiiorandam of a Convcrsatian v'hich took place on tJw &h 
of April, 1862, hdween Seiihor Eocha, Captain Saumarez, 
and Consid Vereker. 

Captain Saumarez suggested that it had been communi- 
cated by the British ^lission to the Brazilian Government 
that an officeT would be sent down here to assist in an 
inquiry, and wished to know whether the President had 
received any information on the subject. 

The President replied^ that since his arrival he had re- 
ceived none. 

The Consul observed that the communication suggested 
should probably have reached by one of the last two mails 
from the Brazilian Minister for ^Foreign Affairs, or of the 
** Empire." 

• The President repeated that he had received no communi- 
cation such as that referred to. 

The Consul perceiving that there were various persons at 
the door within hearin^r pointed out that the conversation 
ou.<^ht to be carried on in a more private manner ; and the 
Piesident a.Gp'eeing, conducted hiin, as well as Captain Sau- 
marez and Dr. Mello Mattos, into an inner room. 

Captain Saumarez, before explaining the object of his visit, 
hmted to the President an inquiry as to whether he desired 
Dr. Mello Mattos, the only other person present, to remain ; 
and as his Excellency offered no objection, Dr. Mattos re- 
mained. 

The Consul then, at Captain Sanmaiez's request, prooeeded 
lo explain tiie object of that oMmsfs aniyal, in connexion 
with the cutcumBtances attending the wreck of the British 
barque " Prince of Wales," and stated the readiness of Captain 
Sanmarez to assist in any measures which the Piesident might 
adopt thoroughly to investigate the case* 

^e President replied that his attention had not previoosiy 
been called to the case, and that he was not informed of the 
particulars ; and after more conversation on the same theme, 
the Consul, for his Excellency's information, gave a brief 
summary of tiie proceedings which had taken place up to the 
present time, remarking that the former proposed inquiiy into 
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the cmmt of the deaths of tlie crew and the pluiuk-r of the 
i iiV'^o hail r«\solved itself into a nit-ri' jJiosecution of ^lariaiio 
Pinto and Francisco Maria Itudri^^^ucz ; tliat no efficient inves- 
tigation into the cause of the deaths of the crew had taken 
place ; that five of the bodies of tliose persons had not been 
delivered up. on the false pretext that the place where they 
were said to be buried could not be found in conse<pience of 
territorial changes ; and that no part of the cargo had been 
recovered excepting the insignificant portion delivered by 
Faustino Jos^ da Silveria. Finally, the Consul manifested 
his own opinion that an inquiry, to be really effective, should 
take place at the locality under some independent authority, 
with a force sufficient td impose respect ; and under those 
dicnmttanoes he requested to know iSiB Presidents determi- 
nation in the casa 

The President appeared to desire to consider the question 
more fully ; and as his Ezeellenci^ had oUier pressing engage- 
ments, the Consul suggested that if his Excellency so wished, 
he would wait upon his Excellency at another time ; and that 
there were also other matters, unconnected with this case^ to 
which he wished to call the attention of the Head of the 
Phmsional Government 

His Ibccellency replied that a postponement would he con- 
venient, Dr. Oallado, the Chief of Police, having lately retained 
to Pelotas ; and he appointed at 11 o'clock A.M. on the fol- 
lowing day to receive Captain Saumaiez and Her Britannic 
Migesty's Consul, in order to communicate his resolution in 
tiie casa 



Enclosure 6 in No. 26. 

Memorandum of a Conversation held on the 7^ qf April, 1862, 
between 8enhor Boeha, Captain Saumarez, and Conmd 
Vereker. 

The Consul, acting with and interpreting for Captain 
Saumarez, liequested to know from the President whether 
he had formed any decision respecting the inquiry proposed 
the previous day into the circumstances attending the wreck 
of the " Prince of Wales." 

The Plresident replied that he was now more informed of 
the oase^ and that he was ready to order a full investigation 
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hy the Chief of PoHoe, who was now at Pelotas ; that he 
loansidered the most important inquiry would he into the 
manner of death of the crew, but that it would be difl&cnlt 
to find proofs in consequence of the time that had elapsed. 

Captain Saumarez asked whether there was any doubt as 
to the plunder of the cargo, and the President and the Secre- 
taiy of Gk>yeinment^ who was presenl^ replied that there 
was not. 

The President proceeded to say that although no objection 
could be made to Mr. Yereker the Consul assisting in the 
inquiiy. Captain Saumarez could not be recognized as holding 

an official capacity in the matter. 

The Consul pointed out the dreumstances under which 
Captain Saumarez had arrived, and expiessed a doubt as to 
whether he Tthe Consul) should properly proceed to the coast 
to assist in tne inquiry unless with Captain Saumarez recog- 
nized in his official capacity; and the Consul further observed 
that he had presented Captain Saumarez officially, and that 
he had confirmed the statement that a communication showing 
his object here had been made on the part of the Biitish 
Mission to the Bmzilian Government. 

The President repeated that he had received no communi- 
cation on the subject from the Brazilian Government, and 
that until he received orders from them he could not recog* 
nize Captain Saumarez as having authority to act officially in 
the Province. 

Captain Saumarez said he did not wish to perform authori- 
tative acts, but to assist and be present. 

The President added that lie recognized Captain Saumarez 
as an officer, but not as haying connexion with the investiga- 
tion proposed, but that he would be ready to wait for the 
instructions wliich he might receive on the matter from the 
Brazilian Government. 

The Consul, in conclusion, observed that it would rest 
wholly in his Excellency's discretion whether he would order 
an immediate inquiiy or wait for the instructions referred to, 
and he pointed out the probability that if there were any 
delay the inhabitants of the coast would be forewarned, and 
would consequently defeat the object of the inquiry. 

The conversation then turned to other matters. 

Before separating, his Excellency the President stated that 
there would be no objection to Captain Saumarez attending 
the inquiry proposed and obtaining all possible infonnation, 

E 
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but tliat he could not be recognizod as possessing any official 
capacity in regard to the said investigation unless the Bra- 
zilian Government should so determine. 



Enclosure 7 in No. 26. 
Captain Satmarez to CannU Verekar. 

" Slieldrake, ' Porto Alegra, Apiil a» 1862. 

Sir, 

After the conversations with his Excellency the President^ 
in which he assures us tliat he will order a strict and search- 
ing incjuiry into the loss and plunder of the British barque 
"Prince of Wales," in which he admits there is not the 
slightest shadow of doubt that the cargo was plundered by 
Brazilian subjects in this Province, and that the Chief of 
Police will be ordered to ascertain the causes of the deaths 
of the captain, his wife, and crew, and hut Excellency stating 
lie cannot xecognize me in any official capacity in such in- 
quiry, but that he would not object to my being present^ it 
now remains with you to inf oim me if you have fiirther need 
of my services, or if I can in any way further cooperate ia 
any inquiry which may be instituted. 

I have, 

(SignecO T. SAUMABEZ. 



Enclosure 8 in Ko. 26. 
ConmU Vereker to Captain Saumarez, 

» 

. ** Sheldnke," Porto Alegre, April 8, 1862. . 

Sir, 

I ha\ e the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch dated this day, in which you request me to inform 
you whether .your services are fur&er xequired.in connexion 
with the inquiry which his Excellency the Frasident of this 
Province has stated he would immediately order the Chief of 
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•Police to conduct respeotiDg the wreck of the barque /'FHnce 
ofWales." 

In reply, I have to inform you that his Excellency Senhor 
Pereira Eocha, the President, declared to me that he would 
direct the Chief of Police^ in the first instance, to come to an 
underatanding with me regazding the inquiry to be instituted. 
It seems probable that any inquiiy now attempted would 
take place at the locality of the wreck, and in the event of 
your considering that you could, consistently with your 
instructions and official position, attend such an investigation, 
notwithstanding your not being recognized by the }3razilian 
authorities as having any official capacity in connexion there- 
witli, I am of opinion it would be beneficial that you should 
do so ; as the presence of a British naval officer of your 
ranlv could not fail to exercise an useful influence, and as I 
would prol)ably assist in an investigation carried on in your 
presence, your cooperating with nie on the occasion would no 
doubt strengthen my means of discovering the truth. 

Under these circumstances, I would trust that you will 
await the communication wliicli, in compliance with orders 
from the Presidency, may be made to the British Consulate ; 
provided there should be no excessive procrastination on the 
part of the Brazilian authorities in communicating to this 
Consulate their intentions regarding the proposed inquiry. 

I have, &a, 
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER 



Enclosure 9 in No. 26. 
Consul Verekcr to Senhor Eocha, 

Sheldrake," Porto Alegre, April 8, 1992. 

Sir. 

I feel it right to transmit to your Excellency a copy of the 
memorandum I had drawn out respecting the conversations 
which Captain Saumarez, RN., and myself had the honour 
to hold with your Excellency on the 6th and 7th instant, the 
memorandum having been ali-eady read over to your Excel- 
lency and found correct. 

Subsequently to the interviews referred to, as your Excel- 

£ 2 
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lency expressed readiness to direct the Chief of Police to 
institate the proposed inquiry without delay, and previously 
to come to an understanding with this Consulate on the 
subject, I requested to know from Captain Saumarez whether 
under his instructions he could accompany me on that 
inquiry, though not recognized by the Brazilian authorities 
as possessing any official capacity in connexion therewith; 
and it appears that he can do so. 

I have the honour to inform your Excellency of this cir- 
cumstance, as I should desire, with Captain Saumarez, to 
accompany the Chief of Police. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER 



No. 27. 

Mr, ChrkUe to Earl RmdL — (Reeeived Jwu S.) 

Bio de Janein^ Kay S, 1868. 

My Lokd, 

I acted on the instructions contained in your Lordship's 
despatch of the 8th of February, addressed to Mr. Baillie^ by 
writing a note to Senhor Taques, of which I enclose a copy, 
stating that Her Majesty's G<)vemment expected that a more 
searcliing investigation should be made by the Brazilian 
Government into the circumstances attending the wreck of 
the " Prince of Wales" off the coast of Rio Grande do Sul in 
June of last year, with a view to the punishment of the 
offenders and of any local authorities convicted of negligence, 
and also with a view to suitable indemnities. 

I also addressed a letter to the Admiral who commands on 
this station, requesting him to send a gunboat to Rio Grande 
do Sul, and with it an officer of sufficient rank and experience 
to give effective aid to Mr. Consul Vereker. And your Lord- 
ship will perceive that in the enclosed note to Senhor Taques 
I mentioned that I had made this request of the Admiral, 
and I ofifeied the servioes of the naval officer whom he might 
s«nd fixr cooperation, if the Brazilian Goranunent woiud 
accept it, in the farther inquiry which I demanded. 
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Admixa] Wairen, without delay, sent Her Majesty's guu* 
boat " Sheldiake " to Bio Ozande do Sid» aoconipaiiied by Her 
Majesty's ship "Obezon," oarr^iDg his iW-Captain, Captain 
Sanmaie^ to consult and ooopeiate with lliu:. Consul Yerekec 

I reoeived by this packet a despatch dated April 14 from 
Mn Consul Yeieker to your Lordship^ reporting his proceed- 
ings subsequent to the animal of Captain Saumaies» and your 
liordship will see that the President of the Province had 
promised to order an inq^uiry ; that he had, in the abs^ce of 
instractions from Rio, declined to admit Captain Saiunarez to 
cooperate, but that he had made no opposition to his presence 
with Mr. Consul Vereker at the inquiry to be made. It 
appeared likely that Captain Saumarez would prolong his 
stay in order to accompany Mr. Consul Vereker, unofficially, 
in attendance at the piomised inquiiy, and it is to be hoped 
that he has stayed. 

I have now received from Seuhor Taques a note, of which 
I enclose a translation, stating that fresh orders have been 
sent by the President of the Province for further information^ 
and requiring him to proceed with the utmost severity against 
persons proved to be implicated in the serious offences charged, 
and against agents of the public authorily who have not 
acted with proper zeal, diligence, and discretion. In this note 
Senhor Taques declines the offer of the aid of a British naval 
officer for inquiiy. 

Before announcing to me the fresh orders given, Senhor 
Taques states in his note that "not only is the Imperial 
Government free from responsibility for the acts ascribed to 
the inhabitants of the coast of Albardao, accused of having 
plundered the wreck of tlie ' Prince of Wales/ but also the 
local authorities did their duty as far as was permitted by the 
distances and other difficulties in the way of their acting 
more promptly and eflfectively." Tliis is a complete exonera- 
tion of tlie Brazilian Government and its agents, and the 
charges of murder are set aside with the remark that no proof, 
or even substantial ground of suspicion, of murder has been 
elicited. 

It is, however, admitted in the same note that there has 
been a want of evidence owing not only to the flight of some 
individuals to Montevidean territory, but also to the absence 
of others who were stiii in Brazil Why was the presence of 
these not enforced ? 

Senhor Taques makes a distinction between a public 
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antlioiity and " a mere agent of authority." I do not know 
whether yotur Lordship will find anything in this distinction 
affecting the responsibility of the Brazilian Government. 

The note makes no allnsion to the question of indemnities, 
or it is. indeed, to be understood as refnsing to entertain that 
part of the question. 

I indicate to yonr Lordship these donbtful points in the 
note of Senhor Taques ; but I have thought it better to 
abstain, for the present, from making any rejoinder to his 
note, and, indeed, I do not feel myself competent to discuss 
the question with the Brazilian Government at its present 
stage. 

I have had an interview on the subject with the Minister 
of Justice,* to whose Department this question more par- 
ticularly belongs, and he has given me very strong assurances 
that everything which can be done in the way of inquiry and 
punishment shall be done, and I have much confidence in the 
rectitude of the present Minister of Justice I hear also that 
the President of the Province of Bio Grande do Sul is a man 
of good reputation. 

I haTOi &dy 

(Signed) W. D. GHBISIIR 



Enclosure 1 in No. 27. 
Mr, Chrifiie to Senhor Tagues, 

.Fetropolia, March 17, 1862. 

M. liX MlNISTRE, 

I Kaye the honour to refer your Excellency to a note ad- 
dressed to you by Mr. Baillie on the 27th of October, relative 
to the sad wreck of the Prince of Wales ** near Alhardaoi^ 
in the province of Bio Grande do Sul 

Since Earl Bussell sent to Mr. Baillie the instruction under 
which that note was written, he has received an account of 
the result of Mr. Consul Verekei's correspondence with the 
provincial authorities^ and I am now instructed to state that 
Her Majesty's Government do not consider the explanations 
given by these authorities as satis£actoiy, and are of opinion 



* Senhor SaySo Lobata He ceased to be Minister of Justice Ib 

May, when there was a change of govemniPiit, and Senhor Taques was 
at the same tiiue succeeded as Minister I'oi Foreign Afi'airs by the Mar* 
^iiis of AbrantC8. 
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that the anttioiitiei oC tlie diatiict are culpablei and that no 
wiffidetit inquiry has been made. I am further instnicted to 
atafce that Her Majesty's Goyemment expect that a moie 
seratinidng investigation shall be instituted, witii a view 
to the punishment of the parties concerned in the outrage^ 
and of the local authorities who may be convicted of neg- 
ligence in dealing vnth the case; as also with a view 
to adequate compensation to the owners of the vessel, whose 
property, by the admission of the provincial autliorities 
themselves, has been plundered and wantonly destroyed, and 
to the surviving relatives of those who may be found to have 
been murdered. 

I write, under Tx)rd KusselVs instructions* to the Admiral 
commanding Her Majesty's Naval forces on this station, who 
is now at Monte Video, to request him to send one of Her 
Majesty's vessels to the spot, with some experienced officer 
capahle of advising and aiding Mr. Consul Vereker in this 
atilicting case ; and this ofticer will be ready to cooperate iu 
any inquiry whicli may l)e instituted, if such coopeiatiun be 
agreeable to the Imperial Government. 

I avail &c 
(Signed) W. JJ. CHKISTIE. 



Enclosure 2 in No. 27. 
Senhar Ta^ue$ to Mr, CkHsiie, 

Uinwtiy of Foraign Affairs, Rio d« Janitio^ 
April 19, 1862. 

(Translation). 

The Undersigned, &c., has to acknowledge the receipt of 
the note which, under the date of the 17th ultimo, was ad- 
dressed to him by Mr. William Dougal Christie, &c., for the 
purpose of calling the attention of the Imperial (lovernment 
to the note which, on the 27th of October last, Mr. E. M. 
Baillie, then in charge of Her Britannic Majesty's Legation, 
addressed to this Ministry respecting the wreck of the English 
barque " Prince of Wales," near Albardao, in the Province of 
Bio Grande de Sao Pedro do Sul 

Declaring that his (Government does not consider the expla« 
nations given by the anthorities of that Province to the 
British Consul satisfactory, but is, on the contrar}'', persuaded 
tint the anthorities of the district are criminal, and also that 
the steps taken for the discoveiy of the trulJi were insuffi- 
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cieiit, Mr. Christie infonns the Imperial Government, in his 
note to which the Undersigned replies, that he has received 
instructions to state to the Government of His Majesty the 
Emperor that Her Britannic Majesty's Government hopes that 
more minute investigatious will be made, in order tiiat not 
only the persons concerned in the outrage which is piesnmed 
to nave been committed on the occasion of the snipwieGk, 
but also the authorities, whose negligence on that occasion- 
can be proved, may be punished, and fiiither, that a reason* 
able indemnification will be granted to the owners of the 
vessel, whose cargo is said to have been robbed with the con* 
sent of the said local authorities, and to the families of those 
Ihiglish suhjects wholnay be proved to have been murdered. 

In giving to tliis grave subject all the consideration which 
it deserves, the Undersigned will begin his reply to Mr. 
Christie's note by assuring him that immediately after the 
receipt of Mr. Baillie*s first note of the 2.5th October last, he 
addressed himself to the President of the Province of Rio 
Grande do Sul, not only calling for all necessary infonnation 
ahont the facts as stated, but very particularly ordering the 
President to take all suitable measures for obtaining a perfect 
knowledge of the truth, and to proceed against every one 
who might be inculpated, taking the most energetic measures 
which the case required. 

In obedience to the orders of the Imperial Government, 
the Vice-Presitlent of that Province forwarded to tliis Ministry 
the information furnished by the several police authorities on 
the subject 

From this information it is seen that the indictment made 
by the Delegate of Police of Bio Grande could not be fid* 
lowed up for want of the witnesses to make depositions intiie 
statement of the case ; it happening that those who should 
have most knowledge of what took plac^ or luid part in it^ 
had either absented themselves or goi away to the Oriental 
State ; one individual, named Majoano Pinto, in whose house 
the Inspector of the District found goods, which were seized 
Training in prison awaiting the conclusion of the trial. 

In obedience to the orders sent by the Imperial €rovem- 
ment, the Chief of Police of the Province gave the necessary 
instructions to his Delegate to proceed with the accusation, 
and on the 26th of December fresh orders were sent from this 
Ministry to the President of that Province on this grave 
matter. 
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Under audi caewMsDoeB, the UndeisigiiiBd has leason to 
hope that the measures promptly taken by the Imperial 
Government will not he useless, and he assures Mr. Olmstie 
that this €tovemment ivill not spaie any means vitMn its 
reach for the establishment of the facts, and the punishment 
of those who have taken any part in the crime, always ob- 
serving the laws of the country. 

From the infonnation to which the Undersigned has re- 
ferred, it does not result that the Inspector of tbd Quarter, 
who, by the way, is not an authority, but a mere agent of 
authority, and who resides at a distance of six leagues from 
the plaoe of the shipwreck, or that the Sub-Delegate of Tahim, 
who resided at an equal if not greater distance, were to 
blame for what happened. 

The Undersigned, meanwhile, assures Mr. Christie, that if 
it should be ascertained that these officials have been culpably 
negligent, the President of the Province, wliose rectitude and 
zeal for justice, inspire the greatest confidence, will take the 
necessary measures in order that such conduct may not re- 
main without due censure. 

The care and decision displayed by the Municipal Judge 
of Rio Grande, who, together with Her Britannic Majesty's 
Consul, proceeded to the spot where the event occurred, and 
searched the neighbouring houses endeavouring to make dis- 
coveries, are acknowledged and attested by the said Consul. 
And if some delay took place before the appearance of that 
authority, that .delay is accounted for by the same causes 
which prevented the Consul from being there more promptly. 

The Undersigned does not understand why the Consul at- 
tributes blame to the Judge of the Peace of the District for 
not having given notice of this fact at once to the superior 
authorities. The competent authority for that proceeding 
was the Sub-Delegate, and he did his duty, as is seen in the 
Consul's own reprat, and from the infonnation addressed to 
tiie Lnpedal Gbvernmeni 

- As no proof existed, nor any material data whereby it could 
be suspected that any one of tiie shijpwrecked persons had 
been murdered, Mr. Christie will permit the Undersigned to 
obserre that without any basis whatever so atrocious and 
wicked a crime cannot be imputed to any one. 

Fiorn^ what the Undendgned has just explained, Mr. 
Christie will , doubtless be conyinced, not only that the 
Imperial Goyemment is not in any way responsible for the 
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conduct attributed to the inhabitants of the coast of Albardao 
who are accused of having appropriated the goods saved from 
the wreck of the barque " Prince of Wales," but also that the 
lfK;al authorities performed their duty, so far as they were 
permitted by the distances and difficulties v^'hich obstructed 
their proceeding in a more prompt and efficacious manner. 

Tlie L^ndersigned will further observe to ^Ir. Christie that 
it cannot be doubted that the authorities on that occasion 
took every possible measure, although they arrived later on 
the spot than could have been wished. The presence of the 
Municipal Judge of Commerce, of the Custom-house officers, 
and of the military force, to which Mr. Baillie refers in his 
already mentioned first note, proves this assertion of the 
Undersigned. 

No government^ as Mr. Chiiatie well knows, can be answer- 
able for prejudices caused b^ outrages committed without its 
concurrence or instigation, m its territory, or by its subjects 
against foieignera. 

The duties and efiforts of a just and consdentious govern- 
ment cannot go further than the employment of the whole 
means within its I'each to ensure the conviction of tlie fact, 
and the punishment of those proved to be the criminals. • 

The Undersigned flatters himself that Mr. Christie will 
acknowledge that the Imperial Government has acted thus 
in this important matter ; and he will add, in order to 
confirm Mr. Christie in this opinion, that having already 
conferred with the Ministers of Justice and Finance, he now 
again addresses himself to the President of Rio Grande de 
Sao Pedro do Sul, calling for fresh and more complete infor- 
mation, and instructing him to cause the greatest severity to 
be exercised, against not only those who are implicated in 
the crime, but also against those agents of public authority 
who may not have acted with due zeal and diligence and 
circumspection. 

As regards the offer made by Mr. Christie in his note to 
which this is an answer, of the cooperation of a naval officer, 
who will proceed in one of Her Migesty's ships to the place 
of the shipwreck in order to assist tiie Consul in this deploi>> 
able affair, the Undersigned returns thanks to Mr. Christie^ 
but cannot understand what assistance the authorities of the 
country could receive from a British officer, nor what he could 
do in furtherance of the ends of justice, and he declines to 
accept the Ministei^s offer. 
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The C&den^ied irill ooncliide the present note by frankly 
stating to Mr. uhrirtie that &e Impenal Government feels ite 
dignity pledged to the proeecntion of tiie individnals who, in 
violation of the most sacred law8» oommitted tiie acts oi de- 
predation of which the inhabitants of the eoaat q£ AHiOTiii 
are accused ; and that whatever delay there may be in col- 
lecting the necessary proofs for proceeding legally, it will not 
desist from the intention to punish so gieat an atrocity, and 
make an example of its authors. 

The Undersigned, &c., 
(Signed) £. A. D£ MAGES, TAQU£S. 



No. 28. 

Mr, Christie to Earl RtLsselL — {Received June 3). 

Bio de Jaueiro, Maj 7, 1862. 

My Lord, 

Since I wrote my despatch of the 5th uostant, I have re* 
ceived from Beai^Admual Wanen a despatch of which I 
enclose a copy, reporting the return of Captain Saumarez to 
Monte Video. I also endoee a copy of a letter from Mr. 
Consul Yereker to Captain Saumarez, of whidi a copy was 
enclosed in Admiral Waiien*s letter. 

After leceiving on the 6th or 7th from the President of the 
Pirovince at Porto Al^gxet, a promise to give immediate orders 
for an inquiry by the Chief of Police, Captain Saumarez and 
Mr. Consul Yereker retvpned to Bio Grande do Sul on the 
6th, and up to the 1 8 th no communication whatever had been 
received from the President or Chief of Police on the subject 
of the promised inquiry, and ^Ir. Consul Yereker seems to be 
of opinion that the President had changed his mind, and had 
refeired the matter to Kio. 

Tour Lordship will perceive that Admiral Warren com- 
plains of want of proper courtesy to his Flag-Captain, and I 
shall be glad to know if your Lordship wishes me to take any 
notice of this to the Brazilian Government. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) W. B. CHRISTIE^ 
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Endosuie 1 in No^ 2a 

Rear-Adfiiiral Warroi to Mr, Christie, 

** Forte," Monto Yideo^ April 23, 1862. 

Sir, 

I had the honour to inform you by mail of the Ist instant, 
that in compliance with your wish, " that a naval officer should 
be-sent to Bio Grande do Sol to assist Her Majesty's OoDflul 
at that port at an lnye8ta«ktion which was to take p^ace into 
the circumstances attending the wreck of the 'Prince of 
Wale8»' of Glasgow, on the coast of Albardao, in June last^" 
I intended that Captain Sanmarez, my Flag-Oaptain, should 
proceed on that service. 

Captain Saumarez left this for Bio Grande on the Ist 
instant, taking with him a gunboat of light draft of water. 
Immediately on his arrival at Kio Grande, Her Majesty's 
Consul and himself proceeded in the gunboat to Porto Alegre^ 
where the President of the Pro\dnce resides, and waited on 
his Excellency, informing him of the object of their mission. 

His Excellency imdei-took that a searching inquiry should 
be immediately instituted, and that although he could not 
recognize the official right of Captain Saumarez to attend at 
the investigation, he had no objection to his being present as 
a private individual 

Captain Saumarez aud Her Majesty's Consul then returned 
to Rio Grande, daily expecting intimation when the inquiry 
was to be held ; hut no steps whatever being taken, — Captain 
Saumarez having waited till the 18th instant, when Her 
Majesty's Consid and himself being of opinion that his 
remaining any longer was useless, — ^he rejoined me here. 

The Ptiesident was perfectly aware of Captain Saumaie^s 
rank, and I consider it a great want of courtesy to that officer 
the President taking no further notice after promising the 
inquiry. Had he fdtered his intention and determined to 
communicate with bis Government previous to entering into 
the business. Captain Saumarez had a right to be informed 
of it ; but day after day passes without any steps being taken, 
or any communication made either to Her Id^esty's Consul 
or*to that officer. 

Captain Saumarez informs me Mr. Yereker told him that 
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the President had full power to order the iuvestigatkm^ mihh 
out any reference to the Goveniiiieut at Bio. 

(Signed) JE^CHABD L WABBEN. 



£ndoBare 2 in No. 2a 
ConmU Vtreher to Captam SamuiTa. 

Rio Giande do Sal, April 16; IMS. 

SlE, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch of this day's date, in which you inform me, that in 
view of the procrastination of the Brazilian authorities, with 
regard to the promised inquiry into the circumstances at- 
tending the wreck of the barque "Prince of Wales," you 
propose at once to return to Monte Yideo^ unless I should 
advise otherwise. 

Keferring to my despatch of the 8th instant, I have to 
state, in reply to your communication, that the immediate 
urgency of the inquiry proposed was fully explained in our 
interviews with his Excellency the President, and he promised 
that the Chief of Police would be directed to come to an un- 
derstanding with me on the subject, Nevertheless, I have 
good information that the Chief of Police on the 9th instant 
received despatches from the Presidency, which it is to be 
presumed referred to the proposed inquiry, as the ateamer of 
War whieli conveyed them left Poxto Alegre 0u1)seqaeQ% to 
Her Mi^jestf's ship "Sheldiake^" but he made no communi- 
cation to ibh Consulate <m 1^ subject^ mmty zetonung my 
yiait by a card, deUveied by a servant after his departure for 
Porto Alegre, which took place on the 11th instant^ in the 
steamer ''Mazia" The last-named steameTi which carried 
mails fiom Rio de Janeiro, after aii unusual delay at Fbrto 
Alegre» anived here yesterday evening; and on the 10th in- 
stant^ the Brazilian steamer of war " Iluminense" had also 
arrived, and conveyed despatches from the Presidency for the 
Brazilian gunboat " FamaluUa," which was ordered immedi- 
ately to proceed to £io de Janeiro ; but no communication 
ficom the Presidency regarding the object of your visit has 
reached either the Consulate or yourself notwithstanding that 
on the 10th instant^ after the arrival of the Chief of Police, 
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that object was clearly pointed to by publications in the 
daily newspapers : through these the guilty inhabitants of 
the coast will have received warning to conceal the last 
vestiges of their crime, the delays which have occurred giving 
them ample opportunities so to do, and if not to defeat, at 
least to diminish greatly, the e£Qcacy of any inquiry now 
undertaken. 

The request conveyed to the Presidency by yourself and me, 
for a full and searching investigation in the locality into the 
circumstances attending the wreck referred to, was simple, put 
forward with the utmost courtesy, its urgency clearly shown, 
and its necessity acknowledged by the Imddent, who conceded 
^ donandy statmg he would order the inquiry, but no infop- 
modon is conveyed of action on the part of the Provincial 
authorities in the case, though they have had ample opportuni- 
ties to dedare their intentions and to institute proceedings 

Under these circumstances, I fully concur in the view you 
have expressed, that you should not longer remain in this 
port I do not think such a course would be consistent with 
the circumstances of your anival here, or in conformity with 
the respect due to the reasonable request of Her Majest/s 
Qovemment. I may add, that the Provincial authorities have 
power to form a determination upon the case as it was sub- 
mitted to the Presidency, and your remaining here in one of 
Her Majesty's vessels after full opi^ortunities (though without 
known result) have been given to those authorities to com- 
municate their decision, might lead to inconvenient interpre- 
tations. 

In conclusion, I would express my gratification and thanks 
for your zealous cooperation with this Consulate, on all points, 
since your arrival at this port, and I would hope that if the 
Brazilian authorities should finally show a desire to discover 
the truth regarding the deaths ot the crew of the barque 
" Prince of Wales," and to punish those who instigated the 
plunder of the car^o, I may yet^ at a future time, have the 
benefit of your assistance, should a genuine inquiry be in- 
stituted. 

I have^ &o», 
(Signed) H. P. YEBEKER 
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No. 29. 
Earl RumU to Mr. Ckridie. 

Foreign Office^ Jtme i, IMf. 

Sib, 

With reference to your despatches of the 5th and 7th of 
•May, I have to inetract you to insist upon a proper inquiry 
into tlie circumstances of the wreck of the vessel " Prince of 
AVales," and that a British officer should be on the spot at 
the time of the investigation. 

T am, &c., 
(Signed) BUSSELL. 



No. 30. . 

Ths Seerdary to th^ AdmiraUiif to Mr. Layard. — (Bsomed 

JuM ^) 

I am commanded by my Lords Comioissioners of the 
Admiralty to send you herewith, for the information of Her 
Migesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affaii8» with leferenoe 
to your letter of the 6th September last, a copy <rf a letter 
dated the 24th A|»]il, £tom Bear- Admiral Warren, with its 
enclosures in original, reporting the proceedings of Captain 
Saumarez, of the " Forte," in assisting Her Majesty's Consul 
at Rio Grande, in demanding an inquiry by the Brazilian 
Government into the circumstances attending the plunder of 
portions of the goods saved from the " Prince of Wales," of 
Glasgow, wrecked on the coast of Albardao. 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) C. PAGET, 
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Endoame 1 in Na 80. 
BMT'AdfMfmL Warrm to the 8eerdary to the AdmmtUy. 

Forte," Monte Yideo^ Apnl 24, 1862. 

My Lord, 

In mv letter of the 23Td of December last respecting the 
wreck of the " Prince of Walea^" of Glasgow, off the coast of 
Albaidao, which vanel wi» plniidered, aiidtibe eraw supposed 
to hare been nnfiurhr dealt with, I had the honour of acquaint- 
ing yon, for the information of the Lords Oommiaeuniers of 
the Admiialtgr, that I had offered tD send an officer to Eio 
Grande to assist Her Majesty's Consul in the investigation 
demanded by the British Minister. My ofifer was declined ; 
Mr. Vereker, the Consul at Hio Grande, not considering that 
in the then state of the business an officer could be of any 
assistance to him. 

2. On the 29th ultimo, T received a letter from Mr. Christie, 
Her Majesty's Minister at Eio, informing me that Earl Hussell 
had again demanded a searching inquiry into the whole 
circumstances of the wreck, and requesting that a naval 
officer might be sent to assist. Accordingly I sent Captain 
Sanmarez, of this ship, to Eio Gi*ande with a gunboat, which 
enables him to proceed to Porto Alegre, 180 miles up the 
Lago dos Patos, accompanied by Mr. "Vereker, Her Majesty's 
Consul, when he waited upon the President of the Province. 
A copy of his instructions is herewith forwarded. 

3. Captain Saumarez returned to Monte Video after an 
absence of twenty days, not having succeeded in obtaining 
an inquiry. The enclosed letter, detailing his proceedings, 
will give their Lordships all the information on the subject 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) BICHABD WABBEN. 



Enclosure 2 in Na 30, 
Mr, Ckrutie to Bear'AdnUrtd Wa/rrm. 

FMnpoli^ Much 17, 18SS. 

Snt, 

Earl Kussell has lately sent instructions for a renewed 
demand for a searching inquiry by the Brazilian Government 
into the circumstances of the wreck of the " Prince of Wales»'* 
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atAlbardao near Rio Grande do Sul, and has referred me to 
his earlier instructions, under which Mr. Baillie in Novem- 
ber last requested you to send, if possiljle, a vessel of war to 
the aid of Mr. Consul Vereker in this matter. You were then 
unable to comply with Mr. Baillie's request ; but as I am 
informed tliat two or three gunboats of light draft have 
since joined the station, I hope that it may now be in your 
power to give effect to Loixl Russell's wishes. If you can 
send a gunboat to Rio Grande do Sul, I hope it may also be . 
in your power to send with it an officer of rank and expe- 
rience sufficient to insure his giving effective coojieration to 
Mr. Consul Vereker in this afflicting case. I have mentioned 
to the Brazilian Government that I address to you this request, 
and that the naval officer whom you may send will, in accord- 
ance with the wish of Her Majesty's Government, be ready to 
cooperate in any inquiry which may be instituted, if it shall 
be agreeable to the Brazilian Government 

I hav€^ &c, 

(Signed) W. D. CHRISTIK 



Eadosuxe 3 in Ha 30. 
Orders addretsed to Captain Sawmarm, 

By Richard L Warren, Esq. &c. 

Her Majesty's Minister at Rio having acquainted me that Earl 
Russell has again called upon the Brazilian Government for a 
searching inquiry to be made into the circumstances attending 
the wreck of the " Prince of Wales," of Glasgow, at Albardao, 
in June kat^and sa^ested that an officer of rank and experience 
slwiild piooeed lo Kio Gfsnde do Sol to cooperate with the 
Honomable Mr. Yeieker, Her Britannio Majest^s Consul, 
in the inquiry, and having seleeted you kft this service, you 
wiU therefore proceed, as soon as conTenien^ to Bio Grande 
do Snl, in tiie ""Oberon," taking with yon the Sheldrake " 
gnnboat; there not being snfficient water for the " Oberon " 
to cross the bar. 

On arrival at Bio Grande you can send the "Oberon" to 
•cruise under sail, calling off the bar at such tunes as yon 
may find necessary, and you will r^oin my flag by the ISth 
of April, if posaibia ' 

F 
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For your enfonnation is enclosed the copy of a coiTespon- 
dence between Mr. Consul Vereker and the British Legation 
on til is subject ; also the copy of a letter to xne from Her 
Majesty's Minister at Rio. 

Given under my hand on board the ''Torte," at Monte 
Video, this Slst of March, 1862. 

(Signed) lilClLA^RD L WARKEN, 

To Captain Snumarez, 

Her Majesty's ship " Forte." 
By command of the Commander-in-chief. 

(Signed) Hugh F. Pullen, Secretary, 



EncloBUie 4 in No. 80. 

Captain Saumarez to Rcar-Admiral Waircn, 

*• Forte," Mont6 Video, April 21, 1862. 

Having this day retnmed in tiie gunboat " Sheldrake " fscm 
Bio Grande, I liave the honour to forward a brief summazy of 
my proceedings since the Ist instant^ fall details of which I 
gave in my letters of the 4th, 10th, and 1 7th instant and their 
endosures. 

I arrived off Rio Grande do Siil on the 3rd of April, crossed 
the bar in the "Sheldrake," and communicated with the 
Honourable H. P. Vereker, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul ; 
finding from him that nothing could be done without authority 
from the President^ who resides at Porto Alegre, at the head 
of an inland lake vsorae 1 80 miles distant, and thinking the 
presence of one of Her Majesty's vessels thus far in the 
interior of the heart of the ])rovince would carry greater 
weight with the President, and strengthen our demands for 
an inquiry into the circiiinstances attending the wreck of the 
barque " Prince of Wales," and fate of her crew, we arrived 
there on the 6th instant, and the same afternoon his Ex- 
cellency the President, Senhor Francisco de Assis Pereira 
Rocha, received the Consul and myself, when I informed him 
of the cause of my visit. He requested an interview on the 
following day, when I particularly pointed out to his Excel- 
lency that no inquiry had been made into the causes of the 
deaths of the captain and crewj^ and went most fully into the 
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Sftl>jeci» and Her Mi^esty's Oonaill gave fiill details, pressing 
for an immediate inquiry, pointing out that the inhabitants of 
the coast would be forewarned in the event of any delay, and 

consequently defeat the object in view. The President, in 
reply, acknowledged as to the plunder of the vessel, and that 
he would order an instant and full inquiry, for which purpose 
he would direct the Chief of Police to put himself in com- 
munication with the Consul on the subject, but that he could 
in no way recognize me in any official capacity on such 
inquiry, but that I might be present 

Agreeably with the request of Her Majesty's Consul I re- 
mained tUl the 17tli instant, when, finding no steps of any 
kind had been taken by the Chief of Police, and feeling by 
my presence there I was sanctioning such procrastination on 
the i>art of the Brazilian authorities, I thought it best to leave 
that port, receiving the accompanying letter from Her Majesty's 
Consul ; and I have also the honour to enclose the minutes of 
conversation held with his Excellency the President on the 
6th and 7th instant 

I hvr^, &0. 
(Signed) T. SAUMASEZ. ' 



Enclosure 5 in No. 30. 

MemorandiLm of Conversation which took place on the Qth of 
April, 1862, hetweean, Senhor Mocha, Captain Saumarez, aiid 
Consul Vereker, 

[See Endoffiue 5 in No. 26.] 



Enclosure 6 in 2^o. 3(X 

Menu>raindim of Conversation held on the 7th April, 1862, 
hetxoeen Senhor Boeha, Captains Saumaret^ and Oomuf 
Vereker. 

[See Endosnre 6 in No. 26.] 
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Enclosure 7 iu No. 30. 

Consul Vereker to Captain Saumarez, April 16, 1862. 

[See Enclosure 2 in No. 28.] 



Na 81. 

Cmisul Vtrtker to Earl Mtissell. — {Received June 20.) 

Bio Grande do Su], April 16, 1862. 

Mt Lobd, 

I ha^ the honour to enelose copies of two despatches con- 
taming farther conespondence with Captain Saomare^ 
lespectang his visit to this port in connexion witii tiie serions 
circumstances attending the wreck of the harque "Fiince of 

Wales." 

It will be seen from these papers that Captain Saumarez 
having waited, at my request, from the 7th instant to this day 
for the fulfilment of the President's understood promise for a 
full and complete inquiry into that case under the Chief of 
Police, and ample opportunities having occurred for such an 
inquir}' being set on foot, and for his Excellency the Presi- 
dent to declare his intentions, nevertheless no signs of action 
appeared, and consequently Captain Saumarez considered that 
it would not be proper longer to delay iu this port, but offered 
to be guided by my opinion. 

I concurred in Captain Saumarez's views, as by delaying 
here he would have had the appearance of awaiting the con- 
venience of the provincial authorities, though they already 
were given full time to act, and the urgency of the case had 
been most strongly pointed out to them ; their postponements 
then assumed the character that tbe demand put forward on 
the part of Her Majesty's Government was leoeived wifli ii^ 
sufficient courtesy, or, it majr he, little respect I therefore 
61t it xight to advise Captain Saumaies as I did iu my 
despatch this data 

I have &c 
(Signed) 'h. P. VEREKER 
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Eodosura 1 iu No, 31. 



Captain SoMmarez to Comul Vereker, 



Sheldrake/' Rio Grande do Sul, Aphl 10, lbt>2. 

Sir, 

Having now waited in this port since the 10th instant, to 
assist and cooperate with you in any inquiry which the 
President might order (agreeably with your request) ; the 
Chief of Police having arrived here on the 10th instcmt, and 
left on tiie 11th instant ; no commimlcatioais of any kind as 
to such inquiry having been made to yon eitiier by the 
President or BraciliBn authorities, though the former ^th- 
liilly promised ns at our interviews on the 7th and 8th 
instant that such inquiry shoold instantly take place ; and 
the object of my mission here evidently having hem made 
public, as witness the daily papers in wnich the one abuses 
the other for stating that some of the crew of the shipwrecked 
barque Prince of Wales " met their death by strai^^uUtion ; 
and as theie has been frequent communication since with 
Porto Alegre, as also steamers of war at the President's 
disposal, — I consider it would not be consistent with my 
position to await sucli procrastination, the more so as it is 
quite evident that the President will not move in the matter 
till he has heard from Kio, to which port he sent the " Para- 
hyba" gunboat on the 11th instant. Under these circum- 
stances I propose at once to proceed to Monte Video in this 
gunboat, though at much inconvenience to myself, as I 
consider my waiting here any longer would be sanctioning 
such delays on the part of the President, who promised quite 
otherwise. 

I, of course, shall be guided by your reply, and should you 
iMnk it best for me to remain under the ibove circumstances 
I am at your disposal ; and it only remains for me to add 
how gratined I am at finding our views and acts thus for 
. have been most cordial and unanimous. 

I have^ ^& 
(Signed T. SAUBIABEZ. 



Digitized by 



B»ta^a»8^ April 180. 

Mr IiM% 

¥#frmiig to mf fvrvioas dnHiiekBi w g nding ^ cm 
if tfaeteqp» ^ Ptiace <rf Wafeg^" i hmtm iWi m 1 1» wpait 

tbit ike ewmiie; : i^lsi iaiiant I veceiTed a despat^ 
of Uie MM 4iM from tlie M^gito of Ika Bolkse of tlw dtf , 
jafBOUi^ me thai he kad to pmadi tiiii day C^tii) ^ ^ 
mH of AttMkba to iafm MpM^ Uie ■—wirifiations 
irittdi I ■Mpacti d kad tak» plaoe cm the crew of that 
barque, and inriung me to actvrnmny him ; this I declined 
to do» and I vm-t *' a* your Ix>ro;^p will approremy detel^ 
■linatioti in virw o£ liie Tv^:n* I proceed to point o«t. 

The President of thii I'rov-inoe iiad stated most positively 
that the inquiry would be conducted by the Chief of Police, 
who is a princi^^ member cf the Prorincial Government, 
and is appoLni<^xi by the Central GoTemment : his presence 
would therefore have carrievl with it much weiglit, and 
shown the eamesiut-ss ot tlie Pro\-inciai Government ; btit 
the ca^^ btx'ame much alterevi when an inferior officer, 
appointed aiid rerao\-able at the will of the President, was 
nominated to conduct the investigation. I could not, there- 
fore, consistently with the dignity of my position, ;*iVSociate 
myself with that officer, in view of the Utde regard paid by 
the President to tiie engagemeak entued into in tiie cosk- 
versation wliich took plaoe at <ke PkeodsMry en ike TA 
instant, as reported in my dee p etck of the IMi ingtauit^ his 
Excellency not having even infomied me of his dumged 
•oeoinHMjBL 

I fhffw^d farther ohserve that the inqviij now nnder- 
tsken is not caku l ated to satisfy the expe^ations of Her 
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Majesty's Govemmeiit It ia conducted by an officer of th« 
same rank as he who accompanied me in June 18()1, with 
a force less imposing than that on the former occasion ; its 
necessity is alleged by his Excellency the President to 
arise from my having repoiied to Her Majesty's (Government 
that the crew of the barque liad been assassinated, and the 
Delegate in his despatch invites me to be ])resent, as it were 
to sustain my suspicions ; thus the inquiry comes to bear the 
character of an atteuipt to dis])rove those alleged statements, 
which, as your Ix)rdship is awaiv, were never uttered : for 
though I have endeavoured most faithfully to rejwrt the facts, 
I have with equal caution avoided hitherto drawing any con- 
conclusion. Besides, the inliabitants of the Albardao have 
DOW been long aware of the projected inqniij, and have had 
at kttd ten days to eoneeal the last open pioofii of their 
guiltw 

Mb my name hae been prominently brooght kirwBxd in 
ooanexioa with this ease, by tiie BtanHan press and other- 
wisoy I feel it soitahle at this time, and aflfcer mature consider- 
ation of the various bearings of the case, to dedaie my 
opinion that the deaths ai some of those who composed the 
crew of the Prince of Wales " cannot, in view of flie &cts 
and circumslances and position of the bodies, be accounted 
for in any reasonable manner, excepting on the supposition 
that th^ were the result of assassination. 

I have &o 
(Signed) ' k P. V£R£K£R 



No. 33. 

CfmttU Vireker to Earl MumlL — (fieceived June 20.) 

Bio Qrande do Sul, May 12, 1862. 

My Lord, 

I have the honour to inclose a translation of a despatch of 
the 5th instant, received from the Chief of Police of this 
Province, and a copy of my reply, relating to the circum- 
stances attending the wreck of the barque " Prince of 
Wales." _ • 

Immediately after receiving the despatch of the Chief of 
Police I visited him, and verlMkUy explained Such facts within 
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my knowledge as seemed calculated to assist tbe investigation 
proposed ; he appeared to feel V)ut little interest in the serious 
points of the case brought foi-ward, and repeated that the 
indications were opposed to the opinion that any assassination 
had taken placa Before leaving, I offered to give the Chief 
of Police all the information in my power, showed myself 
ready to accompany him to the locality of the wreck if he 
ehould desire to proceed thereto, and requested to be present at 
any meeting or examination he might hold on this subject. 
I left, however, with the irresistible impression that the 
present proceeding was not undertaken for the purpo}*e of 
discovering the truth, but rather to satisfy the British and 
Brazilian Crovenimeiit8» by hiuliiDg up, through a moek 
inquiry, tbat part oi the qnestioii which lelita to the 
possible violence which may have been Gfoed to all or some 
who had been in the vessel mentioned. 

This impression was strei^Uiened when, on the 8th instant, 
I was invited to attend the only inquiry at which my presence 
was expected. The witnesses examined, the chanoter of 
the questions, and the maimer in which they were pat^ 
seemed to imply that the object of this inquiiy is to main^ 
tain that no assassination took place ; this your Loidship 
will be better acquainted with when I send you a copy i£ 
the evidence, for which I intend to apply. 

I beg leave to enclose two translated extracts from a local 
newspaper, relating to the case under consideration. 

I have, &C. 
(Signed) a P. VEREKEK 



Enclosure 1 in No. 33. 

Senhor CaMado to Consul Vereker, 

OIBm of the COiief of Police of tbe Provinee of Bio Grandi^ 

May 5, 1&62. 

(Translation.) 

lading myself in Ihis city by order d the Imperial 
Goremtient^ to direct personally the investigalaoas com- 
menced wi^ the object of more minutely verifying the 
dicnmstances of the wreck of the British vessel " Prince of 
Wales ; " seeing that the information aiforded ni former dates 
by ihe anihorities of tiie district are recognized as being 
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onsatisfiEustoiy, I thus oomBranieato to yon, nquflstui^ yoa 

to furnish me with the explanations which you may JudgB 
useful to discover the truth, and punish the guilty. 

We propose to examine into two orders of facts, — the 
plunder of the cargo and moveable articles thrown on the 
shore, and the assassination of the crew and passengers, alto- 
gether or partly. With regard to the plunder the local 
authorities proceeded long since, and a summary criminal pro- 
cess is under judgment, three individuals being pronounced 

fuilty. New investigations are being made by means of the 
>elegate of Police, Dr. H. B. M. Canarim ; it is a recognised 
fact, and its authors will be brought before the Tribunal 
With regard, however, to the assassination, up to the present 
the result of all the inquiries is negative. I am going to 
adopt new examinations, and therefore request you to furnish 
to me the reasons of your judgment, when you presumed that 
this crime took placa And if it is apparent to you that any 
part of the cargo of the barque " Prince of Wales" may still 
exist in any one's power, or that you should have knowledge 
of the persons who sold it, you will do me a special service 
in commnnicating. I of ^ou to deign to let me know 
if it suits you to assist at the inyesti«itioii in this city, and 
etsewhere. I avail, &a, 

(Signed) DABIO RAFAEL CALLADO. 



Enclosoie 2 in Na 33. 
Cmmd Vmktr to Senhcr CaUado» 

Bio Chnuide ao Sal, Hay 

Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yoor de- 
Qpatjsh of this day's date, in which yoa inform me of your 
anival here, to inquire respecting the supposed murder of 
some of the crew, and the robbery of the cai^, of the haiqne 
" Prince of Wales." I have already verbally explained to you 
many facts in connexion with that wreck, and will be ready 
to give you all further information in my power in order to 
elucidate the truth I should also desire to have the oppor- 
tunity of attending an inquiry which you may make in this 
city on the subject, ox to accompany you outside should you 
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judge riglit lu cuutmud the investigation in the locality of ike 
wreck. I have, &c., 

(Signed) H. P. VEKEKER 



Enclosure 3 in No. 33. 
IbBtrmf firm ik^'^Beho do Sul** ^Ma^ 7, IS$% 

(Trmdirtimi ) 

iHVwrMiiTioilr-Ihe Jh. OkkiniTMso, aeeompanied ty 
HwEnrign nd imo tat time polioe wold^m, ireat yMteiday 
jBoming on hpiseback, and wim IviKgage, outside the town. 

We believe that his ExcelleiUT' proceeded to Albaidao,* the 
elaeeioal diitnct ti depredetioiis, lobberies, ima»8m«tion» and 
strangling. 

The dStinguisbed Dx. Chief of Polioe goes Yery late in 
search of the criminala We believe, however, that, if his 
Excellency should so deaiie, he will still meet with many 
vestiges of crime. 



Enclosure 4 in No Sdu 
JExtrad/rom the Echo do Sul " of May 10, 1862. 

The English Claim. — A portion of the press of the capi- 
tal has looked upon the question of the English claim under 
the point of view of an exaggerated and ill understood 
patriotism, and of a susceptibility not quite justifiable. 

The manner in which contemporaries think is not for our 
account, and where they discover a preponderance or abuse of 
superiority of fovoe we barely see a jiist and veef leaaonable 
proceeding, because the gunboats did not fttroe tiie entiy of 
OUT YXti ; tiiey came witii despatches of our Minister in Mdiite 
YidoOf and his authority, whidi lepiesaits the Gkyvemmeni 
didthe ''l^eldiake" plough theLake Patos. 

There is not, on the side of England, any preponderance or 
abuse in claiming a guarantee for the lives and goods of its 
subjects^ nor for Brazil any loss of dignify in attending to 



* The Chief of Police only proceeded abont one-third of the way to AlbttdM^ 
and returued oa the next day the 7th instant.— H. P. V. - 
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loch just claima It is not the Armstrong cannons which 
exact a satisfaction ; it is the right of nationa, the code which 
zegulates international relations. 

The humiliations of 1851 cannot enter into the same 
account with that which now happens. Then there waa 
abuse, now there is only a just claim to be satisfied. 

KoTE. — The Editor then pi-oceeds, in reply to another news- 
paper article, to point out that the condemnation of three 
persons for robberies of the cargo of the *' Prince of Wales ** 
was not in consequence of the arriyal of the British gunboats, 
as the sentence had been passed previous to the arrival of 
. those vessels, and was only delayed because the authorities 
of the coast had not proceeded to an act of inquest, and that 
through the absence of this essential evidence the culprits 
could only be condemned for the crime of theft instead of for 
that of mbeiy. 



JSarlBumeUtoMr. ChHdu. 

FoNign Office, JaW 8, ISM. 

Sib, 

I have received Mr. Yereker's despatches of the 16tli and 
24th of April and 12th of May, whieh have also passed 
through your hands, xegarding the case of the "Prince of 
Wales." 

I regret to observe that there seems to be very little hope 
of arriving at a satis&ctory conclusion in this affair, but Her 
Majesty's Grovemment must hold the Brazilian Government 
responsible for correctly ascertaining t!ie facts of the case. 

You will continue to urge the matter on the attention of 
the Brazilian Government, and to press for the payment of 
all expenses incurred ; and I cannot but think that the Bra- 
zilian Government, on a full consideration of the facts of the 
case, will be disposed to make some compensation to the 
sufferers. 

Whether the charge of culpability in this matter is or is 
not brought home to the Brazilian local authorities, there is 
do doubt that an outrage has been committed which reflects 
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but little credit on the state of BrasUian ciTilixation, and 
under such circumstances it would appear ^natwal tiiatthe 
Brazilian Government should be anxious to make every repa* 
lation in their power. 

I am, &c., 
(SignecO BUSSELL 



Ko. 35. 

Mr. Stejohens to Earl Mussell. — (Received Jvly 

l^])iiion8tont»Cai^Btir,Mjl; 180i. 

Mt LoBD!» 

It is now more than twelve months smoe my ship, the 
" Prince of Wales," Captain McKinnon, was vrrecked near Rio 

Grande, the captain, his wife, and the whole crew murdered by 
the Brazilians, the ship stores and cargo all plundered and 
carried away by the Brazilians, employes and subjects. Up 
to this time I have got no redress. I am going to London 
to take action in this matter, and will be obliged by your 
Lordship's causing me to be informed if the British Charge 
d'Affaires at Rio has got any redress, or if you intend to com- 
pel them to give it without further delay. 

Waiting your reply, I am, &c., 
(Signed) R. P. STEPHENa . 



No. 36. 
Mr, La^aird to Mr, SU^hms, 

Foreign Office, July 9, 1862. 

I am directed by Lord Bussell to acknowledge your letter of 
tiie Sod instant^ audng whether a&y redim ba» been givoi 1^ 
the Bnudlian Govenimeiit for the outn^ on fhe meek of 
your vessel the " Prince of Walea" 

I regiet to infimn yon, in reply, that the last acoonnts horn 
Her ifigesty's Consul at Bio Grande hold out but little hope 
of arriving at a satbfactoxy conolnsion in this affidr. 

But Her Majesty's Government are taking active stepK 
with a view of correctly ascertaining the facts of the case^ 
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and -Her Miyesfcy's Minister at Rio de Janeiro has been 
deaized to uzge upon the Brazilian Goyemment the neoeasity 
of niakiiig oompenaatioa to the sufferers by thia oatr^ga 

I am, 

(Signed) A. H. LATABD. 



No. 87. 

CatmU Vmker to Earl RuudL — (fiecmed Jvly 22.) 

Bio QimmU do Sol, Hay Sa, 1862. 

My Lord, 

In continuation of the reports wliich it lias been my duty 
to forward in reference to the wreck of the barque " Prince of 
Wales," and the renewed inquiry on the subject, the necessity 
of which latter has, after tlie lapse of eleven months, been 
acknowledged by the Brazilian authoritit?g, I have to state 
that the Chief of Police, who was charged with the investiga- 
tion, left this city for Porto Alegre on the present instant. 
"With regard to his proceedings I have little positive informa- 
tion, as the only inquiry which I was invited to attend was 
the trifling examination referred to in my despatch of the 
12th instant. 

After the departure of the Chief of Police, Dr. Canarim, 
the Delegate of Police of this city, informed me this day that 
they had obtained proofs against six or seven individuals for 
phmdeting the cam>, but l£at no amst had taken place, aa 
ihej were satisfied that otiheis of greater influence were 
inv^ved, and it was feaied that the principals wonld escape 
if those of less note with whom the others had combined 
shonld be proaeonted; they wished to connect the proofe so as 
to reach the principals. Hie Delegate added that almost ill 
the inhabitants of tiie ooaat were implicated in the lobbraies. 
Dr. Canarim fcirtiher said that tiie Sub-Delate of Tahim^ 
Delfim I!iancisoo Gon^ves, had been disnussed in oon« 
sequence of not havins^peiformed his duties in connexion 
with the wreck of the " rnnce of Wales that Eaustino Jos4 
da Silveira» who had been nominated to the same office, had 
been lemoved and would be prosecuted for his proceedings 
in connexion with that wreck ; and he expressed an opinion 
that no assassination had taken place on tlje occasion. 



Digitized by 



78 

Dr. Canarim, the Delegate of Police, ia an active officer, 
and though I report the above statements as conimiinicated to 
me, I cannot yet confirm them; and it appears that the 
opinion that no murder could have taken place is hazarded 
on partial and insufficient evidence. 

X have &c 
(Signed) II.' P. 'vEREKER* 

Ko. 88. 

Mr. CkfiOU to Sari SiuudL-^Becmed Jufy 2%) 

Bio do J«uiro^ Jane 17, 1862. 

Mt Lobd, 

I enclose for your Lordship's ocmfideatial inibmiitioii^ a 
copy of a priyiite letter whidi I received some time etnoe 
from Mc Consul VeiBkeir on the subject of the ¥neck of the 
*' Prince of Wales.** It seems to me desiiable thai your 
Lordship should have knowledge of this letter for the generid 
judgment which Her Majesty's Government will have 
ultimately to form on this affair. I felt it right confidentially 
to infonn the late Minister of Justice * of the contents of Mr. 
Vereker's letter. He assured me that full inquiry should be 
made about the conduct of the officials denounced by Mr. 
Vereker, and that if blame was found to attach to them 
they should not be spared. I am glad to infer from Mr. 
Consul Vereker's despatch of May 23, which I herewith 
forward, that the late Minister of Justice acted up to his 
promisa Your Lordship will, however, perceive that the 
bmzilian authorities, while now showing apparently goodwill 
and energy in this affair, still refuse assent ta Mr* Vereker* » 
opinion that some of the crew were murdered. • 

(Signed) *W. D. CHRISTIE. 



Enclosure in No. 38. 
Cantul Venker to Mr. ChristU, 

Bio OuidA do Sol, Mttoh », IHL 

Dear Sn, 

I hipTethiii day xeoeived and acknowledged your deflpatoh 

* SmhorSa^LolMto. 
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of the 18th instant. As the Government are evidently taking 
an interest in the wreck of the barque " Prince of Wales," I 
feel it right to convey to you privately information wMch 
could not conveniently be mentioned in the official despatches, 
and which may aasifit yoor communicatioiiB with the autho- 
rities. 

^fVhen I went down to the coast of Albardao (about seventy 
miles) on hearing of the wreck, we went to the house of 
iSenhor B. V. Soares, the nearest to the wreck ; for though I 
was anxious to proceed to sleep on the coast, others of the 
party required rest, and my desire was overruled. Senhor 
Jiento is the chief man of the district : he is Justice of the 
Peace, and nioist of those around are his relatives, compadres, 
or retainers. Those hitherto prosecuted or found with wreck 
goods are of the latter class. When we reached the house, 
we were unwillingly received, though we offered to pay for 
eyer3iihing ; and it appeared that his daughter (married to 
F. J. da Silveira) was the only person, to act> Senhor Bento 
having left Ibr Fldotas^ in Urn eoutiy; She was exces- 
sively suspidoiis and fuaful, and, above ail tliiiigs^ hearing 
that I wm the English Codbo]* she seemed incom- 
moded. That night we lemained without leteshment; and 
tiie next moniing proceeded to the ooast^ where we found 
Senhor F. J* da Silveiia with about ten aimed men, who^ had 
stopped on the shoie all night. On our arrival on the coast we 
found all tiie cargo plundered, and the eases bnton . qpen, 
some apparentlj quite recently (probably the j^vious ni^t), 
as the smell of the wood and turpentine was quite fresh. On 
my pointing this out to Faustino, he at first roughly draiied 
that anything had been touched, stating that all came so from 
the wreck. When, however, I showed him the forcible break- 
ages and the marks of the instruments, he did not answer* 
After taking an inventory of the things on the coast, and 
directing the transport of such as I thought would pay the 
carnage, I rejoined the Municipal Judge and proposed an im« 
mediate examination of the bodies. F. J. da Silveira was 
present, and seemed greatly taken aback. He quickly turned 
his horse and joined his foUowera, and they seemed to have 
an earnest conference. Faustino then rode up to us again, 
and asserted that it was impossible to go that night to where 
the bodies were, &c. ; and finally, the Judge, I presume yield- 
ing to prudence, as he had no force to cope with the others, 
declared that he had no power to do what \ required. I them 
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proposed a search in the neighbouring houses, which Faustino 
most readily agreed to. It was then arranged between the 
Judge and the others that Senhor Faustino and myself should 
proceed through one district, and the Judge and Custom-house 
guard through another. Two soldiers were assigned to me 
as an escort, and Faustino took two of his men ; all the 
others went with the Judge. This placed me in a diffiSult 
position, as only one of my followers was to be relied on ; 
and 80 there was a preponderance against me, to be increased 
it any difficulty arose with the inhabitants ; for it was 
evident they were acting with Faustino. But after one or 
two visitB I found that all were evidently prepared fot the 
search, and of course nothii^ was apprehended Eadi person 
pretended that they had never heard of the wreck, or of 
bodies being foun<i, though this had taken place close to 
their doors ten days befora When I was at the house of 
one who so alleged, a young man came in, to whom Faustino 
spoke in an undertone ; but I heard the word " cadaver/' and 
as we were riding away I asked him what the lad said about 
a dead body. Faustino replied that he had sent him in the 
morning to bury the last body found. I then asked, " Who 
is he ? " " Oh, the son of the man you have been speaking 
to." This incident shows the falsity and collusion of the 
inhabitants of the coast 

When I returned to Senhor Bento's, I questioned one of his 
boys about the discovery of the wreck ; aud ascertained that 
the boy, having gone out after cattle early on tlie morning of 
the 9th of June, seeing the objects on the shore, had immedi- 
ately returned and told his family of the shore being strewed 
with straw, &c. ; that is to say, three days before Bento 
pretends to have first heard of the wreck as a rumour in the 
streets of Tahim (several leagues distant), when he was about 
to go to Pelotas^ and two days before Senhor Faustino, who lives 
dose by, adaiowledges to have had Bixy Inlbnnatloii of the 
occnrrenoa I also saw in Senhor Bento's house two cases 
belonging to the Prince of Wales," empty, but dry and in 
peifect met, I noted the marks^ and am informed £tom 
Ghufgow, by the shipowners, that they had contained fine 
manufactured goods ; yet no part of those goodB were given 
up. The flight of Senhor Bento to Pelotas^ apparently until 
the excitement respecting the wreck and crew should be 
calmed down, leaving Senhor Faustino, his son-in-law, to 
act as Distiict.Inspector, is also eminently siispioiou8» 
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From what 1 have stated you will form your own con- 
clusions ; and not to detain jcm valuable time, I shall 

merely further mention my conviction, in view of the in- 
fluence which B. V. Soares, Justice of the Peace, and F. J. 
da Silveii-a, Inspector of the District and Substitute, and now 
Acting Sub-Delegate of Police, exercise over the inhabitants 
of the coast of Albardao, that unless these men are put in 
jail, or otherwise signally disgraced, no useful evidence or 
results will be obtiuned by further investigations into this 
paiui'ul case. 

1 have, &c., 
fSigued) H. P. VEREKER 

Na 39. 

Sm4 Russell to Mr. Christie. 

Fcie^ Office^ July 23, 1862. 

Sir, 

I have read with gi'cat regret your last report upon the 
investigations into tlie outrage committed on the occasion of 
the wreck of the " Prince of Wales." 

Her Majest}'^8 Government cannot believe that the Brazilian 
Government will allow the ends of justice to be defeated in 
this case by the influence of local authorities, to whom strong 
suspicion attaches of having at any rate connived at the 
crime that has been committed. 

You will infonn the Biazilian Government that Her 
Migesty's Government take a deep interest in this serious 
case, and look to the Government of Braadl for justice^ not- 
withstanding local opposition and influence. 

Her Migesty's Government are also convinced that if it is 
proved that a crime has been committed, the Brazilian Govern- 
ment will cause the perpetrators to suffer the punishment due 
to their offence^ and proper compensation to be made. 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) EUSSELL 



No. 40. 

Consul Vereker to Earl Russell. — (Received A ugust 6. J 

Bio Gnmdie dp Su], Jiqia ^ 18S2. 

My Lord, 

Having at length received from the local authorities copies 

G 
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of the i-eporto of inquests held on four bodies of tiiose 
wrecked from the banine "Prinee of Wales^" I have ibe 
honour to indose translations of those documents, sending aft 
the same time the originals to Her Majesty's Miaedon. 

With regard to the zeport from Albardao, I have omitted to 
repeat the mere opening and closing formal expression^ but 
the translation of the report made here I forward entire ; and 
I have in both cases added coniidential observations, which 
may assist your Lordship in appreciating truly this mystm- 
ous case. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) H. P. V£K£Km 



Endosuie 1 in No. 40. 

Re^^oTt of Inquest held at Alhardao on the Bodies Wrecked 

from the "Frinee of H^alee." 



Translated Extract 
Act of DisnrrBBiCEirT. 

(Signed) CrOlfCALVSS. 

22nd day of the month of 
June in the year of the birth 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
1861, at 3} o'clock in the 

evening, on tlie coast of Al- 
hardao, situated in this dis- 
trict, and close to the rivulet 
of Baeta, there being present 
Delfim Francisco Gonial ves, 
the Sub-Delegate of Police, 
with me the undersigned 
Secretary of his office, and 
the witnesses undersigned, 
and Manoel da Fonseca and 
Leonidio Peruira de Sousa, 
the skilled persons nominated, 
who are not professionals, 
both residents in this district, 



ConsuFs Oheervations. 

It is to be noted that only 
one body was disinterred ; the 
others were found unburied. 



I am informed that this 
Leonidio Pereira de Sousa 
headed a party of plunderers 
on the occasion of the wreck, 
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Tramlatcd Extraet. Consuls Ohscrvutuyiis. 

and on the same shore a small and directed their movements ; 
cross was met, which indi- also, that he is brother-in-law 
cated » bnrial ; and the said Bento Yenancio Soaies, 
Judge, proceeding thereto with upon whom much suspicion 
me tiie Secretary, skilled per- vests. The impropriety ^ of 
sons, and witnesses, tlie said Bominating him to examine 
Jadge ordered that they should and report becomes, there- 
proceed to the disinterment of fore, very manifest, more es- 
tliat which was there found, pecially when it appears that 
in order to proceed to an ex- the Sub-Delegate proceeded 
amination thereon, ^vhich in from the house of his host, 
effect was done in the pre- Venancio Soares, to make the 
sence of the said Judg« and inquest 
of me the Secretary, skilled 
persons and witnesses, and 
other persons wlio were there, 
of which I t^'ive faith. And 
there was disinterred a corpse 
in a state of complete putre- 
faction ; and there the Judge 
administered to tlie skilled 
persons the oath on the Holy 
Evangelists, that they should 
well and faithfully perform 
their mission, declarinfj with 
truth that which they should 
discover or meet with, and 
that which in their consciences 
they should uudeistand ; and 
he charged them that th^ 
should proceed to an exami- 
nation on the corpse which 
was present, and that they 
should answer the following 
questions : — 

Ist Question. — ^That they 
shoidd recognize if the person 
is white or coloured. 

2nd Questioa— If it be 
man or woman. 
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Tran^aied Exiraet. 

3id Question. — What is 
the state of the body ? 

4t]i Question. — \Vhat was 
the iiniuediate cause of dcatli ? 

Consequently, the skilJod 
persons passed to make the 
examinations and investiga- 
tions ordered, and those wliich 
they judged necessary : tiie 
whole concluded, they de- 
clared the following : — 

To the 1st question they an- 
Bweied that it is white ; to the 
2nd question they answexed 
that it is a manias it has beard 
and &ir hair ; to the 3rd ques- 
tion they answered that it ap- 
peared to have been eaten by 
animals in the private parts, 
and that it has one foot booted, 
and is dressed with trousers 
and smock-frock ; to the 4th 
question, that it was drowned, 
and tliat in their 02)inions they 
judge it to be of the English 
bart^ne " Prince of W ales," 
lately wrecked here. And 
these are the declarations 
which, in their consciences 
and under the oath adminis- 
tered, they have to make ; and 
as there was nothing more, 
the examination ordered was 
condnded; and of all this 
present Act was drawn, whidi 
18 written by me and counter- 
signed by the Judge, and 
signed by the same, the 
slaUed persons and wit- 
nesses, with me the Secre- 
taiy, Joao Leonardo Dutr 



CoiiguFs OhsarvatioiM. 



The insufficiency of this 
tardy inquest is shown by the 
replies, which are not only 
meagre, but in part inaccu- 
rate. The body was evidently 
that of a seaman, middle- 
aged, dressed with a thick 
blue shirt, a pair of trousers, 
thick woisted stockings, and 
on one foot a sea-boot^ with 
part of a pair of oil-cloth 
trousers attached ; The man 
had apparently been drowned 
the body showing no marks 
of violence ; but the parts im- 
mediately below the belly 
were open, and the intestine* 
putrid, when the body came 
to the cemetery. The skin, 
except where mentioned, was 
quite perfect. I therefore do 
not understand the grounds 
on which it is said to have 
been eaten by animals. The 
beard and whiskers were dark, 
the hair of the scalp of a 
lighter colour. 
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TrandaUd Extract 

who made it and bigned it, 
of all which 1 give faith. 

(Signed) 
DeLFIM FeA^^CISCO GONOilf 
VE8. 

Luis ^Ianoel da Fonsega. 

LEONIDIO PeBEUU DB S0IIZ4. 
JOBB ALYI8 PS FBSITAB 

Ramo& 

JOAO FfeBNAMDKB ElBBIBO. 

JOAO Lbokaxdo Dutba. 



Act of Inquest. 

1st Question. — U there ia 
really death. 

2nd Question. — What its 
immediate cause. 

3id Question — What the 
means eniplu}'ed to produce it. 

4th Question. — What the 
incident which produced It 

5th Question. — ^What its 
state. 

In consequence, the skilled 
persons proceeded to make 
the examinations and investi- 
gations ordered, and those 
which they judge necessary ; 
the which concluded, they 
declared the following : — 

To the 1st question, that it 
is truly dead; to the 2nd 
question they answered, that 
drowned by the sea ; to the 
3rd question they answered, 
that the same sea ; to the 
4th question that wrecked as 
it appears ; to the 5th ques- 
tion they answered, that 
strangled, and eat by animals 
in various parts, and tliat it 
is white, and is.^ man, who 



The next paper, headed 
" Act of Inquest," refen to 

the inquest on the second 
bodjr, which was found un- 
buneid. The preliminaiy 
observations and the persons 

engaged are the same as be- 
fore, and the examiners are 
directed to proceed to the ex- 
amination of the corpse wliicli 
is before them (no mention 
being made of the position or 
circumstances in which the 
corpse was found), and to 
answer the questions along- 
side. It is to be noted tliat 
this second examination is 
stated to have taken place at 
1 o'clock in the afternoon, 
though the previous exami- 
nation is stated to have been 
at half-past 3 in the evening 
of the same day, 22nd June. 

The corpse here treated of, 
as well as the two others next 

mentioned, were found a con- 
siderable distance firom the 
shore, and the questions 
asked, and answers, show 
little difference. My obser- 
vations thereon will be found 
at the conclusion. It may be 
mentioned in this place that 
the body treated of appears 
to have been of the lower 
orders, and was partly dressed 
with coarse trousers, and shirt 
and stockings : the type was 
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Tratulated Extract, 

has fair hair and beard. And 
these are the declarations 
which, in their consciences 
and under the oath adminis- 
tered, they have to inaka 

In continiiation. 

To the fiist question they 
answered that it is truly dead ; 
to the second question they 
answered that dro\vned by 
the sea ; to the third question 
they answered that the same 
sea; to the fourth question 
they answered that wrecked 
as it appears ; to the fifth 
question they answered that 
all eat by animals ; that it is 
man as it has yollow-reddish 
beard and hair, and that it is 
wliite. And these are the 
declarationswhich in their con- 
sciences and under the oath ad- 
ministered they have to make. 

In continuation. 

To the first question they 
answered that it is truly dead ; 
to the second question they 
answered that drowned by 
the sea ; to the third ques- 
tion they answered that Uie 
same sea; to the fourth ques- 
tion they answered that 
wrecked as it appears ; to 
the fifth question they an- 
swered that all eat byaninials, 
that it is a white man, hair 
and beard reddish yellow. 
These are the declarations 
that in their consciences and 
under the aforesaid oath they 
have to make. 



Cumuts OherwUums. 

scarcely that of an English- 
man. 

The closing and signature 
being the same as before are 
omitted. 

The opening of the next 
examination of a corpse is 
the same as before, and also 
the questions, which are 
therefore omitted ; this ex- 
amination is stated to have 
taken place at two o'clock 
and twenty minutes on the 
same 22nd day of June. 

The answers are as stated 
aiongsida 



The conclusion and siima- 

o 

tures being the same as before 
are omitted. 

Tlie next examination of 
a corpse is stated to have 
taken place at half-past two 
o'clock on the same day. 
The opening and questions 
being the same as before are 
omil^; the answers are 
given alongsida 



The conclusion and sig- 
natures being the same as 
before are omitted 
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Condusion of Cantuts Ohmfotions. 

It appears to me that the forcing report of inquest is un- 
worthy of confidence, because the persons appointed to make 
the examination were unfit for the duty which they had to 

perform, one of the two especially being a person who ought 
not to have been nominated, and whose declarations in a 
case where he is so nearly interested could carry no weight 
Again it is shown by the last three reports that the questions 
are word for word alike, and answers nearly so, yet there 
was no small difference in the cases in regard to those three 
corpses : there was one in almost a perfect state, dressed 
with trousers, shirt, and stockings, the parts Ix'luw tlie belly, 
as in the first-named case, bad disappeared, and the inner 
parts were sliown in a decomposed state, but the skin other- 
wise was perfect, though the skull was fractured ; this I 
state as the body appeared when brought to the ceuuitery. 
The other two, according to the assertion of the carter wlio 
brought them up, were stated to have been found embraced 
together ; the head and features, hands, arms, and fe<'t, of 
both were in a sound stjite, as also tlie skin of the breast 
with the exception of two openings between the ribs, in tlie 
one corpse large, in the other lesser, which the doctor assured 
me might have arisen by the stretching of the skin, or fiom 
birds ; one of those corpses was more d(.'cayed than the 
other, the rest of the bodies were mere skeletons. With 
regard also to the position and circumstances of the three 
last-mentioned corpses, the report is ominously silent : the 
escort who conducted those bodies stated they were found 
in the plains near the Bio da Baeta» and were completely 
stripped of clothes. All the bodies are stated to have had 
light hair, yet one of them had thick jet black hair. 

The word "strangle'' ^^i'<"^g^<^o " having the same 
meaning in Portuguese and in English), used in reference to 
the corpse secondly-mentioned, caused the authorities lately 
to apply to the examiners for an explanation, and they now 
explain in effect that they did not use the word in its com- 
mon signification, bat to show that the body was in a very 
bad state. In oider to test how far such a declaration should 
be believed, it may be observed that the examinations are 
stated to have taken place at 3.80 p.m , 1 p.m., 2.20 p.m., 
and 2.30 p.m., respectively. It may, therefore, be inferred 
that the two last examinations related to the corpses found 
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in juxtaposition, wliieh weie in a madh worse condition than 
the other two ; and it scarcely seems credible that the word 
" estrangulado " should have been applied, with the &ntas> 
tical meaning now sought to be attached, to the corpse 'which 
"was in a better state, and omitted in regBod to the two others 
which were in a far worse state, more especially as there is 
no other notable difierence in the answers. In order to form 
a just opinion upon this difficult point it should be noted that 
the examiners are made to declare that tlie body alluded to 
had been drowned and death caused by the sea ; but the word 
*' strangled " is well known in the country parts and is often 
applied to death caused by the lasso. No difficulty would, 
however, occur in the interpretation were it s\ipposed that 
the examiners believed that the body liad been found dro\\Tied, 
and afterwards had been dragged to the position where it was 
found. 

The neck of the corpse in question I did not examine, 
as I had then no knowledge of the report now sent ; there- 
fore I cannot say if there were any mark of strangulation 
thereon. 

It will be remembered that I applied to the authorities on 
the 18th of June, 1861, to send with the corpses any clothes 
or other articles found adjoining or near to the deceased, and 
a note as to how they were found. Nothing is said in the 
reports on this subject^ and the last two corpses were wholly 
without even a remnant of clothes. Ko statement is made 
as to the clothes which were on the second corpse, and regard- 
ing those on the first the statements are not correct. All 
these circumstances show at least an unpardonable negligence . • 
on the part of the authorities charged with the inquiries in 
so serious a case. 

Britiah Consulate, Kio Grande do Sal, 

Jane 4, 1862. 

(Signed) R P. VEBEKEB, OanmO. 



Enclosure 2 in No. 40. 

lU^MTt of Inquest at the Cemetery for Froieetants of Rio Grande 
do Sul on Fcm Bodies wreehed fnm ike Barque Primes 
of Wales:* 

TranshUion. Consuls OhervaHons, 

Act of examination and in- 
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Tnnulaiion, 

. qoesl made on four corpses 
Bent from Tahim bj the 
Sub-Delegate of Police in 
yirtue of the request which 
Her Britannic Majcsty*s 
Consul made to this Dele- 
gacy, and which are said to 
belong to the crew of the 
English barque " Prince of 
Wales," wrecked at Bo- 
meiio. 

On the 24th day of llie 
month of June in the year 
from the birth of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ 1861, in this 
city of Rio Grande do Sul, in 
the cemetery for Protestants 
outside the fortifications ; pre- 
sent : Captain Antonio Este vao 
de Bitancourt c Silva, with 
me, the Secretary of liis office, 
and witnesses undersigned : — 
Doctor Jose de Pontes Franca, 
skilled person, the Hon. Prcn- 
dergast Vtreker, Consul of 
Her Britannic Majesty, the 
Delegate administered to the 
skilled person in his hands 
the oath on the Holy Evange- 
lists well and faithfully to de- 
clare with truth that which he 
should meet with, and in his 
conscience understand, and 
chaiged him that he should 
proceed to an examination on 
the corpses which were there 
havinff come from outsidei» 
and iniich are said to belong 
to the crew of the English 
barque "Prince of Wales," the 
which were ordered to be dis- 
interred in virtue of the re- 



The Secretaiyand witnesses, 
undersigned, were not pre- 
sent; but this circumstance 
seems immaterial, as the 
habit of making such false 
declarations in public docu- 
ments is common in Brazil 
My clerk wa« present, but 
was not asked to sign as a 
witness 
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quest of Uke tespeotive Oonsnl, 
and that be should answer 
tiie following questions: — 

1st. Ifthe death was made 1 
2nd. If the death was due 

to drowning? 

Sid. What the damage 
caused? 

And the skilled person 
having proceeded to the ex- 
amination oidcred declared, 
the following : — 

That one of the four corpses, 
which the conductors affirmed 
had been disinterred, was of 
the ordinary stature, above 
fifty inches, thin, skin white, ' 
with little hair, and tliose of 
the head were from four to 
five inches long, thick, and of 
a light chestnut colour, the 
whiskeis tiie colour of fire 
and almost up to the angles 
of the lips, face oblong, nose 
aquiline be had no mark 
natural or made, the skin was 
eadly detached, the genitals 
in complete putrefaction, and 
also the lower part of the 
belly, where the intestines 
were seen in complete putre- 
faction. He was dressed with 
a shirt of blue baize turned 
over the head, and only at- 
tached to the body by the 
neck and ^vrists, which were 
buttoned ; old draw^ers of light 
white baize with three mend- 
ings in the part facing the 
tliighs, the left foot and leg 
naked, and the right with 
stocking and thick boot ; and, 



Ckmtul^M ObaermiUiam. 

One body only was disin- 
terred, the others were found 
unburied 
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Transhtion. 

therefore, he answers to the 
£]st question. 

There is not any indication 
which makes to snspcct that 
the death was caused by 
another ; to the second, that 
it is probable that the death 
was due to drowning in water; 
and that he cannot value tlie 
damage caused. And as there 
was nothing more to examine 
and dedaie upon this corpse, 
the Delegate concluded this 
examination, and passed to 
examine the second body 
which the conductors de- 
clared had not been disin- 
terred, but leally met with on 
the ground. 

He declared that the corpse 
was of regular stature, more 
than fifty inches in height, 
£Bbt, skin white, without cha- 
racteristic mark, natural or 
made, the hairs of the head 
six to seven inches long, 
thick, and of a black colour, 
face large and rounded, whis- 
kers black, and fronting the 
ears a little more than two 
inches wide, the nose small 
and in complete putrefaction, 
also the genitals and lower 
beUy, where there was a largo 
opening, wlience came out an 
abundant flowing of putrid 
blood from the intestines, 
which by that place were seen 
in complete putrefaction ; the 
skin was detached l)y the 
least compression. He was 
with shirt and trowsers of 



Consuls Ob$ervtUians, 



It is to be remarked that the 
Portuguese word "chao " used 
here, in the original, to desig- 
nate ground, r^ularly means 
the solid ground, and the soil 
of which it is composed ; ijj 
would scarcely be applied to 
the immediate shore of the 
sea, or to those parts reached 
by the high tides. 
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TramUtJbum, 

thick canvass and old, with 
dark stockings and without 
shoes; and, theiefoie, he 
answers to the first question, 
if the death was made ? No, 
there is no indication or sig- 
nal which points out that the 
death was produced by 
another. To the second, 
that it is prol)al>le that the 
deatli was due to drowning 
ill water ; and tliat he cannot 
value the damage caused. 

CotisuVs Obscrvatiom. 

Tlie above evidence is somewhat exa<:^geratcd ; where the 
opening existed below the belly tlierc was certainly coagu- 
lated blood, but not that abundant flow stated. The exauiiu- 
. ing doctor pressed the skin with liis cane in various ]»arts, 
but did not break it. The word used in the original is 
" epidernie," meaning the epid(;rniis, or thin outward skin ; 
but I do not understand the medical meaning of the' word 
" de.stacava-se " (was detached) as employed in this case. 
Again, when the examiner states that ''there is no indication 
or signal which points out that the death was produced by 
another/' I agree with him in so far that there was no proof 
that the individual had suffered by the hands of another, and 
I see no sufficient reason to think he had ; but the skull was 
fractured, the indenture on the left side, and the fracture 
over the left eye, and discoloration of the bone and skin on 
the left temple, being quite perceptible, and immediately 
noticed by several who attended the funeral The fact of the 
fracture ought certainly to have been mentioned in the Eeport 
of Inquest, and the withholding of the information only adds 
another to the man^ incidents which show that the Brazilian 
authorities desire m this case to conceal all which might 
create a suspicion that any belonging to the " Prince of 
Wales " were murdered. My reasons for not attributing 
the death of the body under consideration to assassina- 
tion are as follows : — The modes ' of assassination adopted 
in this country are usually three — strangling with tlie 
lasso, stabbing with knives, or killing with the "bolas" 
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(leaden or iron balls covered with leather). Now in 
this particular case I did not examine the neck, so 
can say nothing with regard to the possible strangling ; on 
the body no marks of stabs were found ; and the indenture 
of the skull was so great that it scarcely seems possible to 
have been the result of a blow from tlie " bolas," but rather 
as though a heavy body, such as a spar, had crushed the 
skull, or the head had been driven with violence aLjainst such 
a body. Besides, though tliere were fourteen persons on 
board the barque, and the bodies of ten were acl<nowledged 
to have been found, the bodies of four onlv were delivered 
up ; it is therefore against all probability that those proving 
crime would have been exhibited when the others were wil- 
fully withheld. The examination then proceeds as follows : — 



Translation, 

And there being nothing 
more to examine nor to de- 
clare upon this corpse, he 
passed to examine the other 
two, which were also found 
on the ground, the Delegate 
ordering that the same skilled 
person should answer regard- 
ing them by the questions 
presented respecting the first ; 
and the aforesaid skilled per- 
son. Dr. Jos^ de Pontes 
Fianga, passing to make the 
examinations ordered, decla- 
red : That these two corpses 
(of the four come from out* 
side^ were in complete pntre- 
fiftction and destruction of the 
covering, there remaining 
some s£n on the ribs, faoe^ 
and skull, which showed they 
were of clear persons, as well 
as the hairs of the head and 
beaxd were five to six inches 
in lengthy light chestnut 
odour, or ahnost reddish-yel- 
low; of regular stature^ above 



Conmt^Vs Ohservationg. 

I was |)resent when the 
inquiries were made of the 
police-escort who had con- 
ducted the bodies. The mat- 
ter made a great impression 
on my mind at the time, and 
has since been continually 
brought to my recollection. 
My remembrance, therefore, 
of the sense of the answers is 
very perfect, though I might 
not state the very words 
used The delegate* asked the 
police where the bodies had 
been found They aaid. Near 
the Biver Baeta He asked . 
whether they were on the 
shore. They replied, that the 
one buried was on the share, 
but the others unburied were 
*' no campo," which means in 
the open plain. He asked 
again, how fer they were from 
the shora And the soldier 
Pedro^ an intelligent Indian, 
who was the spokesman, re- 
plied, that they were at least 
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TraaidaUiim, 

SOindMB in height, wholly 
stripped; and therefore he 
answers that he can say 
nothing regarding the pro- 
bahle cause of the death of 
these two individuals: also 
that he makes no valnation 
legaiding the damages caused, 
tlie conductors having decla- 
red that these corpses were 
onburied in a place of the 
solid earthy ground, ("terrene 
solido "), and within reach 
of tlie great tides. And as 
there was nothing more the 
Delegate finished tliese ex- 
aminations, of which the pre- 
sent act is drawn up, which 
goes written hy me, and 
countei^igned by the Dele- 
gate, signed by the same 
skilled person, the Consul of 
Her Britannic Majesty, and 
witnesses present, with me 
the Secretary Francisco Vi- 
cente Kobrega, who wrote i1^ 
and of all give faith. 

(Signed) Antonio Estevao 

DE BiTANCOUBT 
E SiLVA. 

DocTOB Jose de 
Pontes Fbanca. 

H. P. Ybbekeb, 
JSTer Briktmiic 
Majesty's Consul 
Rio Orande do 
8tU, as hamng 
been present 

APOLBf iJtio Jesu- 
inodeOlxveiea, 
Fofio Alegrs, 



Comid's Ohscrmtims. 
tliree to four quadras from 
the shore. The quadm, as 
generally used here, means 
the distance from one street 
in a town to another, or about 
300 feet ; thus the bodies 
would have been at least 900 
feet distance from the shore, 
and the words used clearly 
show that those bodies were 
not brought to snch a position 
by the sea^ as npon ^dm shores 
the line of the reach of the 
sea is most clearly marked, in 
consequence of we coast in 
the lower parts consisting 
wholly of fine sand; and there 
is a rising of the sand or an 
eating away of the laud 
in those parts whm the 
highest tides reach, which 
clearly divide the shore from 
the inland parts. It will thus 
be seen that the declaration 
made by the Police Secretary 
that the two last corpses were 
found within reach of the high 
tides is not only gratuitous on 
his part, but is manifestly 
false and even contradicting 
the previous evidence. Again, 
in this instance, is exhibited 
the desire of the Brazilian 
authorities to prevent the sus- 
picion of assassination. Al- 
though I am most unwilling 
to refer to words which ma^ 
have been intended to be pri- 
vate, yet I feel that in so 
serioQs a case I ought not to 
omit to mention tiiat when the 
Del^iate of PoUoe heaid 
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- Trandation. 

Manoel MartiKs 

VlANNA. 

Fbakoiboo Vi* 

CEm KOBBBQA. 

It agrees. 
The Secietevy, 
S{gBe(Q FRAKcsmTioKinie 

HoBiBlOA. 



Pedro's answer as to tbe dii^ 
tance of the bodies fioni fiie 
shoze^ he siiook litt Iiea4 and 
tamiw from the soldieis 
towids me, he muttered 
partly as it were to him- 
self, "All goes to prove it^ 
all goes to prove it," or words 
to l£at effect, evidently allu- 
ding to previous conversations 
we bad held regarding the 
possibility of violence having 
been offered to the crew. 
When returning he asked me^ 
in the presence of Dr. Franca 
and Mr. Aveline, not to 
state in my report anything 
that would compromise the 
country, as the case was a 
disgrace to Brazil I replied 
that my duty was a painful 
one, but I must report what 
I believed to be the truth. 
I should add here, that when 
the last two corpses, en- 
tangled or clasped together, 
were being taken out of the 
cart which had brought them, 
the carter, a man of ap- 
parently Spanish extraction, 
exclaimed, " That is the way 
the poor fellows were found 
together I " or woids to that 
sTOct In view of that asser* 
tion I have stated that those 
bodies were found together. 

Emally^ I should observe 
that when tiiis Bqport of 
Inquest was presented to me 
for signature, I objected to 
affix my name, as I did not 
agree m all the statements 
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TramUUim, Cojisufs Observatimis, 

made ; the Police Secietaiy 
who brought it^ howeTfii; 
ayerred that my Bignatme 
only implied my having been 

present, and tliough this was 
clearly tlie fact, I yet con- 
sidered it right to sign, with 
the saving clause that I did 
so merely " as having been 
present," thus clearly point- 
ing out that I did not agree 
in the Report, though I did 
not consider it necessary to 
protest against the false state- 
ments made. 

BritiBh Consulate, Rio Grande do Sal, 

June 4, 1 862. 

(Signed) U. P. VEREESa 

Conntk 

No. 41. 

Mr. ChfitHe to Earl MutieU.'^Beedoed August 6 J 

Bio de Janeiro^ June 23, 18<I2. 

MtLobd» 

I endose a translation of a passage fiom the Annual Be- 
poxt of the Deportment of Foreign Alfiuxs, lately presented 
by Senhor Taquea to the Legislature, relating to the ship- ^ 
wreck of the barque * Prince of Wales." 

None of the correspondence on this sulgeot is published in 
the Appendix to the Bepozi Senhor Taques states that full 
and stringent instructioiis were given to the President of Bio 
Grande do Sul before any complaint or demand was received 
from Her Majesty's Gk>vemment, and he makes no mention of 
the second demand for further inquiry and reparation made 
by me on the 17th of March, in consequence of which steps 
have been taken, showing that the President of Rio Grande 
admits that his former proceedings were insufficient Tlie 
object of Senhor Taques in his statement is, as usual, to 
assume the credit for the Brazilian authorities of doing, of 
their own accord, all that is proper. 

The recent visit of Her Mfyesty s ships " Oberon " and 
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" Sheldrake " had caused much comment and some excitement. 
Senhor Taques makes no mention of the visit of these men of 
war, but this event has doubtless increased his anxiety to save 
the 4igaity of the Brazilian Goyernment before the Brazilian 
publia 

X have^ &c 
(Signed) W. D. CHRISTIE. 



Enclosure in No. 41. 

Eairaet from, &m Beperi of Senhor TaxpiM to the LegidaHve 
AmnMy of Braml, primUd on (he I9th of Ma^, 1862. 

(Translation.) 

The Shipwreck of the Exglish Barque "Prince op 
Wales." — By a despatch from the President of Rio Grande 
de Sao Pedro do Sul, dated the 3rd of last July, the Imperial 
Government was infoi nied of the wreck of the English barque 
"Prince of Wales," at the place called Albardao, on tlie coast 
of that province, and that the English Consul, the J udge of 
Commerce, the Assistant of the Chief Custom-house Guard, 
with a sufficient force, had proceeded to the spot for the pur- 
pose of taking charge of the goods saved, and to succour the 
shipwrecked persons. 

At the same time the Imperial Government was informed, 
not only that many of the goods saved were supposed to have 
been stolen, but that the British Consul attributed to the 
want of necessary exertions on the part of the competent 
auihori<7 the &ct that only four corpses of the shipwrecked 
crew had been met with, while the Inspector of the place 
asserted that a greater number had been buried, thus leading ' 
to the suspicion that some of thein had been murdered. 

In replying to these communications of the President of 
Rio Grande do Sul, the Imperial Government very pressingly 
instructed that functionar}' to give to this matter his most 
serious consideration, in order that the truth might be elicited, 
and that those who might be proved guilty of the alleged 
outrage might be prosecuted and punished. 

Subsequently, under date of the 25th of October, Her 
Britannic Majesty's Legation at this Court, referring to com- 
munications from the Consul in Rio Grande, addressed the 
Imperial Government, stating the above-mentioned facts, and 
calling for the punishment of their authors. 
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The Imperial Goverunient communicated to the President 
of Rio Grande tliis demand, and repeated its instructions, 
celling the President that in order to arrive at the desired 
•^ult, the discovery of the truth, he should spare no effort, 
for tlie Government considered its dignity involved in this 
affair, and was firm in the intention of punisliing 80 great a 
crime, and making an example of its authors. 

Tlie ditlicultie.s inseparaltU; from the inijuiries in question, 
considering the distances, localities, and the qualities and 
conditions of the individuals who reside in or pass through 
them, have retarded the action of the authorities, so that 
these liaye not yet been able to arrive at a positive and exact 
knowledge of the facts complained o£ 

It is, however, gratifying to me to announce to jon, that 
if from the correspondence up to this time received from the 
President of Bio Grande do Sul there is reason to believe 
that some articles saved from the wreck were stolen, it 
happily appears that the suspicions entertained of murders 
having been committed on the occasion of the shipwreck 
of the vessd are without foundation. 

It is not less gratifying to me also to communicate to you 
that the President of the Province of Eio Grande do Sul, 
corresponding to the wishes and confidence of the Imperial 
Government, has proceeded in this aflair with the greatest 
solicitude, judgment, and propriety ; wherefore the Govern- 
ment nourishes a well-founded hope that the truth will soon 
be discovered, and justice accomplished, as the morality and 
civilization of our country req^uire. 



No. 42. 

Mr, Stephens to Earl Russell. — {Bxeeived August 15.) 

IB, DizoE Street, Olmgow, Aiigiut 11, 186S. 

Mt Lobd, 

I am greatly troubled by the relatives of the captain and 
crew of the late barque "Prince of Wales," who seem dis- 
satisfied with the delay of obtaining redresa I intend going 
to London tonight, and if your Lordship or your Secretary 
could spare a few minutes for an interview on this alfoir, 
it may enable me to give them some hope of redress. I 
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would be obliged by your favouriDg me with a reply to 
Kyder's Hotel, Fleet Street 

(Signed) B. P. STEPHENS. 



No. 48. 

Jfn Chriaie to Earl BustelL-^IUeeiwd Anguit 22.) 

Bio de Janeiro, July 20, 1862. 

My Lord, 

I enclose a copy of a note which I have addressed to the 
Marquis of Abrantes since receiving your Lordship's despatch 
of June 4, infltmctiiig me to continiie to iusist on a searching 
inquiry into the wreck of the "Prince of Wales" to be made 
in the presence of a Biitieh officer, 

I am without any further communication firom the Brazilian 
Goramment on this eubject since the note of Senhor Taques, 
of April 12, which was in your Lordship's possession when 
you sent me this last instruction; but having learnt hj 
despatches from Mr. Yereker to your Lordship, which have 
since passed through my hands, that a new inquiry had 
taken place; and that certain minor officials were in conse- 
quence removed or to be removed, I was anxious to learn 
from the Marquis of Abrantes, before acting on your Lord- 
ship's last instructiony whether it was his intention shortly 
to make any conmiunication to me. I therefore sought his 
Excellency, and asked him the question. His reply, in 
general terms, was that proceedings were being taken against 
certain parties ; he made no mention of ofiicials. He stated 
that he was waiting for further information before he could 
make any communication to me, and lie added that the 
Brazilian Government were convinced that the charge of 
murder w^as entirely disproved. I replied that Her Majesty's 
Consul continued to be of a different opinion ; and after this 
interview I thought it w^ell to address to his Excellency the 
note of w^hich a copy is enclosed, and in which your Lord- 
ship will see that I have mentioned the opinion of Admiral 
Warren and Captain Sauniarez, that the latter had not been 
treated by the authorities of Kio Grande do Sul with due 
courtesy and consideration, 

I am aware' that since the last information which your 

H 2 
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Lordship had when you sent me your last instmctions, 
Mr. Consul Verelcer lias been requested to attend an inquiry 
held by the Delegate of Police, and has declined to do so for 
reasons which he has reported to your Lordship. But I have 
not felt certain whether by a British officer your Ix)rd- 
ship meant a British naval ofdcer or generally a British 
functionary. 

In the enclosed note I have used your Lordship's words. 
This note may yet stimulate the Brazilian Government to 
further proceedings and admissions. The tone of it is, I 
think, such that your Lordship will find no difficulty, if you 
should wish it^ from cause hereafter shown, or even on 
account of additional information tUtnaAy in your possession, 
in modifying or receding from the demand of a new inquiry 
in the presence of a British officer. 

The disingenuous statement lately published on this sub* 
ject by Senhor Taques in his Aumnil Eeport, to which I have 
called your Lordship's attention in my despatch of Jime 23, 
has helped to determine me to write the enclosed note ; and 
generally, the downess of the Brazilian Government, and 
their unwillingness to admit themselves in &ulty make as 
much piessuxe as possible desirabla 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) D. CHEISIIK 



Endosuxe in No. 43. 

Mr, Christie to the Margwia of Abr antes. 

Bio.d» Jamiio, July 16; 1S02, 

I forwarded to Lord Kussell a copy of the note addressed 
to me by Senhor Taques, on the 19th of April, on the subject 
of the unfortunate events connected with the wreck of the 
English barque " Prince of Wales," and replying to Mr. 
Baillie's note of the 27th of October of last year, and to mine 
of 17th March last 

"While stating the desire of Her Majesty's Government for 
a more searching inquiry into all the painful circumstances 
connected with the wreck in question, with a view both to 
punishment and indemnity, I had informed Senhor Taques, 
in my Note of the 17th of March, that I had requested the 
Brituh Admixal to send an eipeiien^ed naval officer to Bio 
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Grande do Sul, and I offered his assistance in any inquiry 
which the Brazilian Government should institute. Senhor 
Taques, in his note of the 19th of April, stated that fresh 
instructions had been sent to the President of Rio Grande do 
Sul for further investigation, and for punishment of the 
guilty parties, but he declined the offered aid of a British 
naval officer. 

In the meantime the British Admiral had sent from Monte 
Yideo to Rio Grande do Sul his flag-captain, Captain 
Saumarez, and this officer had proceeded mth Her Majesty's 
Consul, ^Ir. Vereker, to Porto Alegre, to wait on the President 
of the Province. The President promised Captain Saumarez 
and Her Majesty's Consul to give orders immediately to the 
Chief of Police to hold a new inquiry, at which it was agreed 
that Oaptain Saumarez should, with Her Majesty's Consul, be 
present, though the President declined to admit him to take 
an official part in it Captain Saumarez then retained with 
Her Majest/s Consul to Kio Grande do Sul, where they were 
to receive a communication as to the promised inquiry from 
the Chief of Police, and having waited there from the 8th of 
April to the 18th without hearing anything either from the 
President of the Province, or from the Chief of Police, who 
was in Bio Grande do Sul in the interval, Captain Saumarez 
returned to Monte Video for other duties, and he returned 
with the feeling, which is shared by the Admiral who sent 
bim, that he bad not been treated by.the Brazilian authorities 
with due consideration and courtesy. 

Her Majesty's Government having before them the note of 
Senhor Taques of the 19th of AprO, and being informed of 
the return of Captain Saumarez to Monte Video, have 
instructed me to say that they are of opinion that this ques- 
tion, full of painful suggestions, cannot be satisfactorily dis- 
posed of without a thorough inquiiy made in the presence of 
a British officer. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) W.' D. CHRISTIE. 

No. 44. 
Earl RuueU to Mr, Ckriatu, 

Foraign QfflM, Angott SO, 1863, 

SiB, 

- I approve of the note which you addressed to M. d' Abrantes* 
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and copy of which is enclosed in your despatch of the 20th 
ultimo, pressing for a further and more satisfactory investiga- 
tion into the ciiciunstauces of the wreck of the vessel " Prince 
of Wales." 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) BUSSELL. 



No. 45. 

Mr, Ckridie tfi Earl EttsaeU. — (Rewwed Se^piember 2,) 

Bio de Janeiro^ Aagubt 7i 1802. 

Mt Lobb, 

1 have to biing a disagreeable inddent to your Loidship's 
knowledge^ and I enclose — 

1. Copy of a letter firom Bear-Admiial Warren dated June 
22, complaining in very strong terms of ill-treatment by 
Brazilian police authorities of &ree officers of his flag-ship^ 
one of them the chaplain. 

2 to 5. Copies of reports made to the Admiral by Captain 
Saumarez and by the three officers enclosed in Admiral 
Warren's letter to me. 

6 and 7. Copy of report made to me by Iler Majesty's 
Acting Consul, and translation of the letter of the Chief of 
Police to him. 

8. Copy of a note to me from the Marquis of Abrantes, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, dated July 17, and enclosing a 
report from M. Sinimbu, the Acting Minister of Justice, of 
the result of an Lnc^uiry into the affair instituted by the 
Chief of Police. 

9 to 11. Translations of M. Sinimbu's despatch to the 
Marquis of Abrantes^ and of report of Chief of Police to If. 
Sinimbu, and summary of documents kudosed in the report 
of the Chief of Police. 

12. Copy of reply of the three officers to the report of the 
Chief of Police. 

Your Lordship will observe that the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs in transmitting to me M. Sinimbu's report expresses 
no opinion on tlie affair, but that M. Sinimbu thinks the 
report of tlie Chief of Police convincing^ and the complaint 
of Admiral Warren groundless. 

Immediately on receipt of the Marquis of Abrantes' note 
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of the I7th of July, I wrote to him askiug for a copy of the 
evidence taken by the Chief of Police. It was immediately 
promised, bat I did not leceive the evidence till late in the 
evening of the 2nd instant Satuiday, and I should not have 
leceivMt it even then but for my having written pressingly 
to M. Sinimbu, and it appears ftom his reply to me» of 
which Endostue 13 is a copy, that no steps had been 
taken for copying the evidence^ and he sends me the original 
depositions. 

I have received these depositions too late to be able to 
forward tianslations of them by this packet, or even to act 

upon them in any way before the packet leaves. Imme- 
diately after the departure of the packet they will be com- 
municated to the three officei-s for any observations they may 
wish to make on them ; and I shall then confer with the 
Admiral on the whole question, and afterwards with the 
Marquis of Abrantes, and I shall make a further report to 
your Lordship by the French steamer leaving this on the 
25th instant^ .which you will receive in the middle of Sep- 
tember. 

I make the present incoini)lete riiport, the Admiral sending a 
similar one to the Admiralty, for tlie following reason. The 
hot weather, and other reasons, may render the Admiral's 
departure for the River Plate desiral)le in Deeember, and it 
may in that case be important for us to receive instructions 
from Her Majesty's Government in the beginning of Novem- 
ber. The preliminary reports now sent may, therefore, 
facilitate the sending of final instmctions by the English 
packet of October. 

I reserve for my next report my own opinion on the ques- 
tion, and will simply say now that the Admiral regards the 
affair as more serious than that for which he has lately, under 
a threat of force» obtained satisfaction at Monte Video. 

The Brazilian Government do not aeem to regard it at all 
in the same light, and I think it important to explain to 

Sur Lordship in detail the apathy and slowness which they 
ye hitherto shown. The Admiral's letter dated the 22na 
June was handed by him to me on the morning of Monday, 
the 23rd, jnst as I was leaving Rio for a week, under engage- 
ments of some standing, to pay some visits, and for change 
of air on account of my health. On my way out of town I 
called at the house of the Mai-quis of Abrantes, and in his 
absence saw his Secretary. I explained to th^ lattcpr the 
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object of my visits fead to bim the Admiial'g letter, begged 

him to represent the matter to his chief as urgent, and told 
bim that Admiral Warren particularly wished an early- 
inquiry, as he might be obliged to leave Rio in a few days, 
and it would be inconvenient to him to find himself com- 
pelled to leave the chaplain and the other two officers behind 
him. I begged the Secretary to state this to the Marqids, 
and to add that Mr. Eliot would call on his Excellency the 
next morning before 10, his usual hour of receiving, in order 
to apply to him officially on my behalf for a full and early 
inquiry. Mr. Eliot went and placed in the hands of the 
Marquis of Abrantes the Admiral's letter and its enclosures. 
His Excellency expressed great concern for what had hap- 
pened, for the matter had become the talk of the town, and 
there w as a general feeling that the officers had been treated 
shamefully, and he promised to take the proper steps imme- 
diately for an inquiry. 

When I had letiimed to Bio on the 29th June no inqniiy 
had taken place, and no steps had been taken for holding 
ona The Admiral had, in the meantime, proceeded to Monte 
Video, leaving the three officers behind him. 

I then went^ accompanied by the Senior Kaval Officer in 
port^ to the Marquis of Abrantes to urge him again to have 
an immediate inquiry, and enable these three officers to make 
their statements that they might be free to proceed in a 
few days to join the Admiral at Monte Video in one of 
Her Majesty's ships which was going there. He referred 
me to the Acting Minister of Justice, whom I found with 
some difficulty, and it was then arranged that the Chief 
of Police should bold an inquiiy, and bear the o£&cers» on 
the 2nd July. 

The Marquis of Abrantes transmitted to me on the 17th 
the report of the Chief of Police, but not the depositions. 

I have already explained that I immediately asked for a 
copy of the depositions, that they were promised me, and 
that on the 2nd of August no steps had been taken for 
ha^dng them copied for me. The consequence is that Admiral 
Warren and myself are prevented from making complete 
reports by this packet, which leaves Bio seven weeks after the 
incident. 

It appears to me that the Brazilian Government have pro- 
ceeded witii a slowness and indifference quite unsuitable to 
the gravity of the incident and the serious character of 
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Admiial Wanen's complaiuta, and quite inconsktent with 
the fiiai tone and promises of the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) W. D. CHBISHE. 



Endosnre 1 in Na 45; 

lUmt-AdoM/rol Wwrrm to Mr. Chridie, 

'* Forte," Rio de Janeiro, Juue 22, 1868. 

Sir, 

A most brutal outrage was committed on three officers be- 
longing to Her Majesty's ship " Forte " on the evening of the 
17& instant by the guard stationed on the Tguca-hill, the 
details of which you will learn from the enclosed copies of 
the statements of the officers themselves, and I have the 
honour to request your cooperation in obtaining from the 
Brazilian GdverDment a searching inquiry into this most 
atiocious outrage in order that the offenders may be brought 
to punishment, and ample reparation made for the indignities 
placed on the national honour, by the brutal assault made on 
the persons of these officers. 

By the above-mentioned statement you will perceive that 
the officer of the guard was perfectly aware of the rank and 
nationality of these officers when he submitted them to the 
indignity of marching into the city as if they had been the 
worst of criminals, for on the remark of Lieutenant Pringle, 
he says, "Although you are officers you are only ordinary 
prisoners." 

When brought to the filtliy den in which they were con- 
fined for some time with the lowest and worst description of 
prisoners, the official who received them there also stated that 
he was perfectly aware of their rank and nation. 

Even the application of Her Majesty's Consul was not for 
some time successful in obtaining their removal into a decent 
place of confinement, and to crown all after having been sub- 
jected to this disgraceful treatment for forty hours they are 
told to go about their bnnness ; no inquiry whatever having 
been gone inta A more outrageous proceeding altogether I 
have never heard ot 

The Captain of Bjst Majesty's ship " Forte himself went 
to the Chief of Police, stated who the officers weie> and 
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pledged himself to produce them when called for ; but that 
otiicial refused to accede to this request^ and does not appear 
even then to have taken any steps to remove them to a proper 
place of confinement) aluiough made acquainted by the 
Gratoin with their rank and nationality. 

When you have perused these details I feel convinced you 
will a^ee with me that not a moment shonld b^lost in de- 
mandmg from the- Kaalian Govemment the most searching 
inquiiyand reparation. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) R L WABB£N. 



Enclosure 2 in Ko. 45. 

Cajftaiu Sauviarez to Rcar-Admiral WaiTen. 

Forte," fiia de Jmiro^ June 20, 18^f 

Sir, 

Wlieii walking on sliore with Captain Henry of the 
*' Stromboli " al>out 6 o'clock P.M., of the 18th instant, I was 
informed that two officers of Her Majesty's ship " Forte " 
were in prison. I at once went to the Chief of Police, the 
Consulate being closed, and requested to know if such was 
the case, and the charge against them, pointing out that one 
was the Clergyman of the ship, the other a Lieutenant, and 
requested their immediate release, pledging to produce them 
at any moment he wished to see them ; he r^ttsed, stating 
they were in for striking the guard, a&d the depositions would 
be taken next morning. X pointed out to him the rank of 
these officers, and more especially as to one being a minist^ 
of religion ; but all in vain, he refused in any way to release 
them. I then requested to be informed who was the next in 
rank I could see ; he said the Minister of Justice, but even 
he could not release them. .a 
. I then proceeded to the Brazilian flag-ship^ The Admiral 
not being on board, I stated the circumstances and gave the 
name and rank of these officers, requesting liia assistance. ' ' 

Next morning I proceeded with the Vice-Consul to the 
Chief of Police, whom we found out, but an order for the 
release of these officers had been given, and on whom 1 have 
called for their depositions, which I beg to annex. : ^ . 

I have &c< 1^ 
(Signed) . THQS. gAUMAEEZ, Coptoiw..,; 
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P.S. — I may add that these officers were in plain oluiheii^ 
having obtained penuission to go into the country. 

(Signed) T. SAUMAKEZ. 



Enclosure 3 in No. 45. 

The Rev, 0. Clemenffer to Captain Saumarez. 

ForU»*' Rio d« Janeiro, June 20, 1862. 

Sir, 

In compliance with your order I have tlu* lionour to lay 
before you a statement of a most unwarrantable and brutal 
assault made against my person and liberty ou the evening of 
Tuesday 17th J una 

When returning from Tijuoa to take the " Machambomba " 
at 7 o'clook for Bio, and passing by a Police gaaTd^honse, a 
seiidiiiel adTiiifled towards me and made a motion with his 
musket somI fixed bayonet I addressed him in the following 
words, " Que qui^re Y. V He immediately struck me on the 
ehest with the butt of his musket^ and made ao attempt to 
stab me, at the same time calling out the whole of the guard, 
w^ rushed on me with bayonets and swords, the aforesaid 
sentry striking me a second time with his musket 

I was then dragged into the guard-room and placed in con- 
finement till the o£&cer of the guard came and asked for an 
explanation and my address, which I gave him. 

Dtiring this time Mr. Pringle and Mr. Hornby had boon 
most grossly treated, and afterwards placed in cuntinement. 
Several times dazing the evemng I told the officer of the guard 
who I was. 

On Wednesday morning I was placed under an escort of 
seven soldiers, policemen, and obliged to walk into Rio, though 
I had requested to be allowed to hire a conveyance, which 
was refused. On my arrival at the police-station I was ordered 
to give my name and address, and then was confined in a 
-prison full of men and boys of the lowest grade of society 
for the space of two hours, but through the intercession of 
Mi Tupper was lemoyed to another prison something cleaner 
than the first ; him I remained for <me hour and a hai£ I 
was then removed to the head police-station and treated with 
eyeiy .courtesy requisite. 

On Thursday morning at 11 o*iAock an ofilcer came into our 
room, and informed us tliat we were liberated, without giving 
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ns any iuforuiation why we had been confined, or what charge 
had been brought against us. 

I have to request that you will have this matter thoroughly 
investigated, that English naval officers may no more sufier 
such ignominious treatment as we have. 

I have, &c 
(Signed) G. OLEMENGER 



Enclosiue 4 in Ko. 45. 

Lieutenant PringU to Captain Swumares^ 

*<7oite/' Bio do Jamin^ Jmw SO, 1861 

Sib, 

In compliance with yoni orders I have the honour to sub- 
mit to you the following account of a most brutal outrage 
which was committed against my person and liberty by some 
of the guard at Tijuca Hill at about 6.40 P.M. on Tuesday, 
17th June, 1862. 

While hastening down to catch the " Machambomba," with 
Mr. Clemenger, chaplain, and Mr. Hornby, midshipman, T 
saw Mr. Clemenger accosted by a sentinel. The former 
stopped, and said, "Que quiere V. ?" The words were scarcely 
uttered, when, in the most unwarmntable manner, the sentry 
struck him in the chest with the butt of his musket and called 
for the guard, w ho immediately hurried out and seized us in 
a most rough manner and took my stick out of my hand. I 
then requested them to unhand me ; they not doing so I re- 
sisted, and attempted to resume my walk, but was over- 
powered by numbers of police with drawn swords and 
bayonets, who atruck mewitih them and maltreated me in the 
grossest manner ; I being also struck near the groin with the 
butt of the sentinel's musket I was then forced into a prison 
in the guard-house, where I called for tiie officer of the guard, 
who^ after some dday» inquired into our case, and asked for 
our names and address, which we gave in full on two occar 
fliona. We explained to him fully the circumstances of the 
case, and complained to him of the gross treatment we had 
received ; also making him fully aware, as also the rest of the 
guard, that we were British naval officers. At his request we 
wrote to the English Consul and to yourself, which letters he 
promised to forward early on Wednesday morning. 

The following morning, Wednesday 18th June^ he ordered 
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us to march down to Rio under an escort. We then asked 
him to allow us a carriage, the expense of which we offered 
to defray. He, however, refused ; giving as a reason that al- 
though we were officers we were ordinary prisoners. We were 
then marched down to Rio at 9 o'clock in an ignominious 
manner under an escort of seven policemen. At the Rio 
police-office we again gave our names in full, rank, and ad- 
dress, and were then ushered into a filthy den, where were 
men and hoys of the lowest society. At the threshold of this 
detention-room I asked the official if he were perfectly aware 
of our rank and countiy ; lie answered in the affirmative, and 
we went in, where we remained for two hours. The Consul 
having us removed to a better prison, which was notwith* 
standmg filthy, we were kept there about an hour and a half, 
when, dioiign tiie intervention of Mr. Tupper and the Con- 
sul, we were removed in a carriage to a baxrack in tiie town 
and placed in comfortable qnuiers, where we^ were well 
treated. 

On Thnrsdaymoming; a litde before noon, the officer of the 
guard showed us a letter fiom the Chief of Pdice, ordering 
bim to set onr bodies at liberty. I then inquired tiie reason 
and on what grounds we were liberated, our case not having 
been heard by a judge or any competent person, and whether 
we were on remand or bail ; but he affoanled me no informa- 
tion farther than that we were ftee, 

I also mnst mention the perversion of truth of which the 
officer commanding the gu^ at Xijuca was guilty : firstly, 
in not forwarding our letters, as he promised to do ; secondly, 
in his charge against us calling us three unknown foreigners, 
as we refused to give our names ; this latter being a most 
direct falsehood, we having, as stated above, given our names, 
ranks, and addresses on two separate occasions. Through 
this latter falsehood he was able to get us put into the filthy 
detention- room of the police w^hen we arrived at Eio. 

The charges also, which I heard by an indirect source, will 
by the above statement^ be shown to be most egregiously 
false. 

Hoping that you will take such steps as you consider 
necessary to obtain redress for this gross outrage offered by 
Brazilian officials to three unoffending British naval officers, 
as also to prevent its recurrence. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ELXOT PBINOLEL 
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Endosuie 5 in No. 4io, 

Mr. Hornby to Captain Sawmarez, 

"Forte," Bio do Janeiio^ Juim 20, 1862. 

Sir, 

"Whilst coming down from Tijuca on Tuesday, the 17th 
instant, in company with Mr. Clemenp^c^r, and Mr. Pringle, for 
the purpose of meeting the *' Macliamhomba," leaving at 7 
o'clock, we passed the Tijuca guard-house. The sentry 
advanced towards us, and Mr. Clemenger, not knowing him to 
be a police, addressed him with the woi\ls, " Que quiere, V, ? 
The sentry immediately made two or three thrusts at him 
with his fixed bayonet, and then struck him in the chest 
with the butt^ at the same time calling out for the whole 
guard, who immediately rushed out on us, took our sticks 
and Mr. Clemenger's umbrella, and overpowered ns and 
conyeyed us into the guard-house bv main tooe^ at the same 
time making free use of the flats of uidr swords and bayonets. 
The guard consisted of from twenty to thirty persons. We 
were then locked up, and remained there till the officer of 
the guard arrived, when each of us was called out and 
we explained that we had not the least idea of creating a 
disturbance, and also told him we were English officers. 

We were again shut up for the night, and having written 
two letters, — one to yourself and the other to the Vice-Consul, 
— explaining where we were and how we had got there, we 
were then told that they sliould be sent immediately, and that 
they would arrive at their destination at about 9 o'clock next 
morning. 

In the morning we were informed that we were to be 
removed with a guard to Kio, We offered to pay for a 
conveyance, or take the " Machambomba," both of which 
were refused us ; but we were told that if we walked about 
an hour's walk to another station, we should there get a 
conveyance to save us the unpleasantness of being marched 
through the town with a guara of seven police, as we eventu- 
ally were, 

' On arriving at the Bio Station, we were asked to sign our 
names and nuiks, which we all did, and were then locked np 
in the most disgusting den possible, among all t^e bladrguaids 

of the town. 

We then managed to send a note to the Consul, asking him 
if he had receivMl our previous letter^ and bagging hun to 
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come and demand that, as ofiicers, we should be treated as 
such and not degraded iu the way we were. 

The Consul came and had us removed to a place a little 
better, but still most filthy, and informed us that we sliould 
remain there till the Chief of Police came, who we should 
see. 

He came, but we did not see him ; however, he gave an 
order for us to be removed to the State prison, where we were 
better treated. 

I hope, Sir, you will be kind enough to cause an investiga- 
tion to take place to prevent such proceedings for the future, 

I nave, &c. 

(Signed) GEOFFKEY HORNBY, Midehipnum. 



Enclosure 6 in No. 45. 
Acting Consul ffoUomnnbe to Mr. Christie. 

Rio de Janeiro, Juue 30, 

Sib, 

I have the honour to lay before your Excellency the foll0w<- 
ing report of my visit to the Police Office in this city on the 
18th instant, the day following the arrest of three officers 
belonging to Her Majesty's ship Forte." 

On hearing that the Chaplain of the Forte" was im- 
prisoned, I immediately proceeded to tiie police station, and 
thm saw that officer, together with two others^ confined in 
the zadrez " or common lock-up. 

The Chief of Police not being then in the office, I called on 
the Secretary, who informed me that the prisoners referred to- 
had been apprehended for shooting without a license ; and 
thai as soon as the Chief of Police returned he would acquaint 
him of my visit, when he had no doubt they would be set at 
liberty. The Secretary, immediately I informed him that the 
prisoners were officers in Her Majesty's navy, ordered them 
to be removed to another place of confinement, and this I saw 
effected before I left the station. 

The charge brought against these officers, as given to me 
by the Secretary, appeared so frivolous that I fully expected 
they would be at once released, and therefore did not call 
again to see the Chief of Police ; hut later in the day, on 
sending to the station, I ascertained that the three officers had 
been removed to the Quartel dos Permanentes. On the 20th 
instant I addressed a note to the Chief of Police, asking, for 
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the information of Captain Saumarez, the reason why these 
officers had been apprehehded, and the nature of the charge 
made ajraiii>t them ; and I have now the honour to enclose a 
translation of the reply to my note. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. HOLLOCOMBR 



Endosore 7 in Na 45. 

Sknhar da Oama to Acting OoimU HoUooombe. 

(Translation). 

Polke Offiee^ Bio da Janeiro, June 21, ISit. 

I have to acknowledge tlie leodpt of your despatch dated 

yesterday, and in reply I have to state that the three ofBcera 
belonging to the frigate "Forte," alluded to therein, were 
taken prisoners on the 17th instant by the ensign command- 
ing the detachment at Tijuca for having attacked the sentiy 
of that detachment and for attempting to force an entry into 
the respective guard-house, 
God preserve, &c. 

(Signed) AGOSTIKHO LUIZ DA GAM A, 



Encloenre 8 in No. 45. 

The Marquis of Abrantes to Mr. Christie. 

Bio de Janeiro^ le 17 Juillet, 1S62. 

Mon cher Monsieur, 
Sous ce pli j'ai Thonneur de remettre k votre Excellence les 
documents que vous avezs bien voulu me confier relatif aux 
trois officiers de la frigate " Forte," ainsi que la copie des 
informations que M. de Sinimbd m'a transmiaea sur cette 
affidie. 

Je profite, &c. 
(Signd) MABQUIS OF ABBANTEa 



' Enclosure 9 in Na 45. 

Senhor Sinimbd to the Marquis of Ahrantes. 

liiniitiy of the Affairg of Justice, 

Bio de Janeiro, July 9, 1868. 

(Translation.) 

Most Iu^ustbioub asb Excbllsnt Sib» 
I have the hononr to transmit to yonr lbcoe!Uen(7; for yonr 
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Excellency, for your information and that of Her Britannic 
Majesty's Minister, the copy of a Eeport made to me by the 
Chief of Police of this capital concerning the imprisonment 
of some officers of tlie English frigate " Forte," by a detach- 
ment of police stationed at Tijuca, and from this document 
your Excellency will see that the reasons on which the Com- 
mander-in-chief of that frigate founds the representation 
which he addressed to the Minister of liis nation are insuf- 
ficient. 

I avail, &C.J 

(Signed) 

JOAO LmS VIEIEA CANSA^SAO DE SINIMBU. 



Enclosure 10 in No. 45. 
Senhor de Gama to Senhor SinimMk 

Police Office, Rio d« JaueirO| Julj 6, 1862. 

(Translation.) 

Most Illustrious and Excellent Sir, 

The despatch of the 28th of June last, ordering that in 
view of the representation addressed by Admiral Warren, 
Commander-in-chief of the English frigate ** Forte," to Her 
Britannic Majesty's Minister at this Court, against the con- 
duct of the soldien of the police detachment of Tijuca, on the 
afternoon of the 17th, towards some of&cers of the said 
frigate, who, after having been ill treated hj the said soldiers^ 
were detained during that night in the guard-house^ and were 
on the next da^ sent to the city, I should inform your Ex- 
cellency, on this incident ordering a minute investigatioii 
. into the &ct8, I was anxious personally to make the most 
searching inquiries on the subject^ interrogating; in the 
presence of those officers, the commander and soldiers of the 
police detachment of Tguca, as well as two other persons^ 
who might furnish some elucidations of these fieicts. 

From these interrogatories, which I have the honour 
to transmit^ in original, to your Excellency, it results as 
follows : — 

1. That on the afternoon of the 17th of June last, three 
foreigners, having dined at the hotel of Eobert Bennett, on 
the Tjjuca Hill, where they had two bottles of Bordeaux 
wine, and half a bottle of Cognac, were proceeding to the city. 

% That on the road the sud foreigners annoyed the passers 

I 
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by, attempting to unhorse an equestrian who was going home 
quietly, violently seizing the reins of the horse. 

8. That at 7 o'clock in the evening the said strangers 
arrived at the station of the detachment, and going up the 
stefis before the house, approached the sentinel there posted, 
one of them, named Clemenger, asking him, What are you 
doing there ? And upon tlie sentinel telling them to retire, 
they broke out into threats with the sticks which they carried, 
threats which they put into execution, and began to strike 
the sentinel, who defended luxnself with tlie stock of his gun, 
without using his bayonet, in order not to wound them, and 
called the guard. 

4. That the guard, coming out at the call of the sentinel, 
as also the ensign commanding it, all gentle measures were 
used for the apprehension of the three foreigner^ who op- 
posed tiie greatest resistance, laying hold of the soldiers, and 
falling ou the ground with tiiem, until at last they were taken, 
for which purpose the use of moderate force was indispen- 
sable. 

6. That on the three foreigners l)cing deposited in the 
gnaid*house, the ensign in command endeavoured to learn 
their names and descriptions, and, as they appeared ignorant 
of the Portuguese language, he employed the Austrian, 
Rodolph Miiller, who lives in the neighbourhood, to put 
questions \s hich they did not choose to answer, showing 
themselves liaughty and scornfuL 

6. Tliat notwithstanding their not clioosing to give their 
names and conditions, the three strangers were treated by the 
commander of the detachment witli the greatest kindness 
and urbanity, not only furnishing them with writing paper 
and playing cards, at tlieir request, but also placing at their 
disposal his own bed, the only one in the guard-house. 

7. That although these three foreigners were not completely 
drunk, they appeared not to be in full possession of their 
mental fiGumlties. 

8. That on the following day the three strangers were'sent 
to this city, mthout their having informed the commander 
of the detachment of tbeir ranks as English naval officers, 
nor even given a hint on the subject On the arrival of these 
three foreigneis in this city, they were placed, not in the 
davea^ prison, but in that of freemen, where there might also 
be persons of colour, as, according to our legislation, there is 
.no difference of prison on account of such condition. 
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As soon as it was known that these l^iee individuals-be^ 
longed to the English navy, thej were immediately removed 
to another special prison, and npon Her Britannic Majesty's 
. Yice-Oonsnl dedaiing that they were officers of the English 
fHgate ^ Forte/' I sent them without loss of time to the bar- 
racks of the police corps, as appears from the official Beport 
(copy No. ]), accompanied by the captain commanding the 
company of foot soldiers. At the same time I caused an 
order to be sent to the Sub-Delegate of the parish of Engenho 
Vdho (copy Na 2), at whose disposal the English officers 
were in prison, to furnish me, immediately, with a circum- 
stantial report of the imprisonment^ and to transfer them to 
my disposal 

Having received on the 19th of June, before 9 o'clock in 
the morning, the official reply of the Sub-Delegate (copy Na 
8), and finding that there was no ground for instituting pro- 
ceedings, as the acte of the English officers were merely the 
result of the state in which they were at the time, I at once 
gave orders for their discharge, as appears by the copy 
No. 4 ; not having done it before, as solicited by Captain 
Saumarez, because I had not yet received the official report 
of the Sub-Delegate, transferring tlieni to my disposal, and 
ignorant of the cause of their imprisonment. 

God preserve, &c. 

(Signed) AGOSTINHO LUIS DA GAMA. 



Enclosure 11 in No. 45. 

of Docimenk eowneeted wi^ Arrmi of OJicen of 

tht ''Fork.*' 

(Translation.) 

No. 1. June 18, 1862. A. L de Gama, Chief of Police, 
to M. P. Drago, Commandant of City Police. — Requests that 
George Clemenger, Eliot Pringle, and Geoffrey Hornby, may 
be kept in custody at disposal of Sub-Delegate of Engenho 
Velho. 

No. 2. June 18. F. J. de Lima, Secretary of Chief of 
Police to Sub-Delegate of Engenho Velbo.— The Chief of 
Police calls for a report on imprisonment of G. Clemenger, 
&c. and has them transferred to his own superintendence. 
• No. 3. June 19. Sub-Delegate of Engenho Velho to 
Chief of Police. — Encloses report of officer commanding 

I 2 
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detachnient to T\jaca: transfers prisoners .to the Chief of 
Police. 

No. 4. June 19. Chief of Police to Commandant of City 
Police. — ^Directs that G. Clemenger, &c., be set at liberty. 

No. 6. Enclosure to No. 3, June 18. Officer commanding 
detachment at Tijuca to Sub-Delegate of Engenho Velho. — - 
I make known to you that I have ordered to be kept in the 
prison of the police, waiting your orders, three Englishmen 
who would not give their names, for attacking the sentry of 
this guard-house, and trying to enter it forcibly, it being 
necessary to use some force to put them in the prison. 



Ibdosine 12 in Na 45. 

Rejply of Mr, CUmt^igcr, Chaplain, Lieutenant Pringle, and 
Mr. Homhif, MidMpman, of the "ForU,** on iht BtaU^ 
ment of the Chief of Police relative to an atladt made o» 
thoee offieere hif the Folvse stationed an Tjfuea Hill, 

Chief of Police states : — 1. "That on the afternoon of the 

17th June last, three foreigners, having dined at the hotel 
of Robert Bennett^ on the Tijuca Hill, where they had two 
bottles of Bordeaux wine and half a bottle of Co^iac^ were 

proceeding to the city." 

Officers' reply : — ^We beg to state that we arrived at the 
hotel at 3 p.m., where we had a glass of brandy and seltzer 
water. About an hour and a half after this we had dinner, 
drinking two bottles of claret. This comprised the whole of 
the refreshments we partook our hotel bill amounting to 
the sum of ten milreis. 

Chief of Police : — 2, " That on the road the said foreigners 
annoyed the passers by, attempting to unhorse an equestrian 
who was going home quietly, violently seizing the reins of 
his horse." 

Eeply : — That on the road we annoyed no passers-by, nor 
did we attempt to unhorse an equestrian. 

Chief of Police : — 3. " That at 7 o'clock in the evening the 
said strangers anived at the station of the detachment^ and 
going up the steps before the house, approached tiie sentinel 
there posted, one of them, Clemenger, asking him, ' "What axe 
you doing t^eTel* And upon the sentinel telling them to 
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retire, they broke out into threats with the sticks which 
they carried, threats which they put iuto execution, and 
began to strike the sentinel, who defended himself with the 
stock of his gun, without using his bayonet^ in order not to 
wound them, and called the guard." 

Reply : — At 7 o'clock in the evening we were passing 
the police station, but did not ascend the steps before the 
house ; that Mr. Clemenger did address the sentiy in the 
following words, * Que quiere V.?' on the sentry rushing 
towards the steps ; that no threats whatever were used, nor 
sticks. Mr. Clemenger had only a Jiglit umbrella in liis 
hand We did not strike the sentry, nor in any way give 
the slightest provocation for the cowardly manner in which 
the sentry struck Mr. Clemenger with the butt of his musket, 
and for the attempts with l£e point of his bayonet The 
aentzy did call tke guard. 

Omef of Potice: — 4. "That the goaid coming oat at the 
call of the seatinel, as ako the Ensign commanding it, all 
gentle measures were used for the apprehension of the three 
foreignen, who opposed the greatest resistance, laying hold 
of the soldiers urn fidling on the ground with them, imtil at 
last they were taken* for wbkik purpose the use of xnoderate 
force was indispensable" 

Beply: — That the guard did turn out, but the Ensign 
oommanding did not appear until after we had been incar- 
cerated in the Tijuca guard-room about ten minutes ; that 
far from the guard using gentle measures, they rushed out 
•with drawn swords and bayonets. No resistance whatever 
was made by two of the officers, and by the third only after 
he had received gross treatment We were beaten with the 
-backs of swords and drawn bayonets, as also several times 
by the butts of the sentiy's musket ; and tiiat even after the 
third officer had been secured, they continued their brutal 
treatment. 

Chief of Police : — 5. " Tliat on the three foreigners being 
deposited in the guard-room, the Ensign in command 
endeavoured to learn their names and descriptions ; and as 
they appeared to be ignorant of the Portuguese language, he 
employed the Austrian, Rudolph MuUer, who lives in the 
neighbourhood, to put them questions, which they did not 
•choose to answer, showing themselves haughty and scornful." 

lieply : — On our being deposited i^ the guard-house the 
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Ensign then appeared for the first time, and asked us our 
names, which we gave him verbally and in writing. An 
Austrian did interpret for us, and fully explained to the 
- Ensign our rank and profession, and we answered all his 
questions. 

Chief of Police: — 6. "That notwithstanding their not 
choosing to give their names and conditions, the three 
strangers were treated by the Commander of the detachment 
with the greatest kindness and urbanity, not only furnishing 
them with writing paper and playing cards at their request, 
bnt abo placing at tiidr diapooalhis own bed, .the only one in 
the guard-honsa" 

Beply :-^We bog to state most positiTely that we did give 
onr names and professions several tunes to the police officer 
and interpreter. We wer^ in some respects^ treated with 
civility by the officer of the guard, inasmuch as he provided us 
with paper, on which we wrote two letters, one to Captain 
Saumarez of the " Fortei," the other to the British Consul, and 
which the officer of the guard promised to forward ; but on 
this point he broke his w<»rd, and the letters were never 
received by those to whom they were addressed. He also 
provided a pack of cards, and was kind enough to offer a bed 
to one of the officers. 

Chief of Police : — 7. "That although these three foreigners 
were not completely drunk, they appeared not to be in full 
possession of their mental faculties." 

Keply : — We consider it derogatory to us as officers to be 
forced into the statement that we were not drunk, but in full 
possession of our mental faculties. 

Chief of Police : — 8. " That on the following day these 
three strangers were sent to the city without their having in- 
formed the Commander of the detachment oi their rank as 
EngUsh naval ufticers, nor even given a hint on the subject. 
On the arrival of these thi-ee foreigners in this city they were 
placed not in the slave prison, but in that of fkee men, where 
there might also be persons of colour, as, according to our 
legislation, theie is no difference of prison on account of 
colour, but only on account of such condition. 

"As soon as it was known that the three individuals 
belonged to the Engliuh navy they were immediately removed 
to another special prison, and upon Her Britannic Majesty's 
Yice-Consul declanng that they wexe officers of the £u(^ish 
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frigate the ' Forte/ I sent them, without loss of time, to the 
bairacks of the Police Corps, as appears fix)m the official Report 
(copy No. 1), accompanied by the Captain commanding the 
company of foot soldiers. At the same tune I caused an order 
to be sent to the Sub-Delegate of the parish of Engenho 
Velho (copy No. 2), at wliosc disposal the English officers 
were in prison, to furnish me immediately with a circum- 
stantial account of their impiidoiuuent^ and to transfer them 
to my disposal. 

"Having received on the 19th of June, before 9 o'clock in 
the morning, tlie oliicial reply of the Sub-Delegate (copy 
No. 3), and finding that there was no ground for instituting 
proceedings, as the acts of the English ofticei*s were merely 
the result of the state in which they were at the time, I at 
once gave orders for their discharge, as ai)pears by Copy 
No. 4, not ha\ing done it before, as solicited by Captain 
Saumarez, because I had not yet received the official report 
of the Sub-Delegate transfeiTing them to my disposal, and 
was ignorant of the cause of their imprisonment." 

Reply : — The following day we were sent to the city on 
foot, under an escort of seven police ; and it is needless to 
state that the Ensign of Police was fully aware of our rank 
as •English naval officers whilst enforcing this unnecessary 
proceeding, we having offered to pay for a conveyance to the 
city. On arriving at the city prison, we again gave in 
writing our names and ranks in full to an officii! ; and, 
before entering the filthy detention-room, we asked the official 
who showed ns in if he were fully aware of our ranlc; and he 
answered in the affirmative. After the lapse of two hours we 
were removed ^to another prison, less filthy than the last, 
where we remained one hour and a half We would observe 
that the subsequent febrication of the charge of drunkenness 
brought against us was not mentioned in me original charge 
of Alf(^res Amaral, of which we have a copy. It merely 
appears to be brought up as a means to give colour to their 
false accusations, and screen their cowardlv proceedings ; 
also the grave change of attacking a sentry, &c., being made 
against us, while no grounds were found for instituting pro- 
ceedings. 

And we declare that our replies, as above given, are tnie, 
and that we are ready to swear to the same if called on to 
do so. 
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Dated on board the "^orte," at liio de Janeiro, 4th 
August, 1 862. 

(Signed) GEOKGE CLEMENGP:R, Chaplain, 
ELIOT PRTNGLE, LieutmarU. 
GEOFFKEY HORNBY, Midshipman. . 
Approved, and signed in my presence, August 4t, 1862. 
(Signed) T. SAUMAREZ, Captain, 



Enclosure 13 in No. 45. 
Senkor SinintM, to Mr. Chrittu, 

Mom ohie M. Chbibtii, 

J'etais persuade qu'on yovb avait dA^k mvoyi IdB d^posi- 
tioDS prises k la police relatives an siiget des officiers de la 
ftigBAe Forte," soais sachant par yotie lette qu'on ne'a pas 
hit je m'empiesse de vous les tiansmettxe mdme en origmal 
afin de satisfaiie k YOtre d^sir. 

Je Tons dooiane pardon de ne vons avoir pas rdpondn phis 
t6t, mais vons saves les ooenpations dont je snis actneUement 
(diargdt 

(Sign^ J. C. SINIMBU. 



No. 46. 

Th$ Seorda/fff to ike AdmnUy to Mr, Laya/rd. — (Riemed 

Se^iemJber 4,) 

Admixalty, September 3, 1662, 

Sir, 

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty to send you herewith, for the information of Her 
Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a 
letter, dated the 6th ultimo, from Rear-Admiral Warren, 
with its enclosures in original, reporting the particulars of a 
collision between three officers of Her Majesty's ship "Forte'* 
and a police guard stationed in the neighbourhood of Rio de 
Janeiro in the month of June last. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE 
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Enolofluze in Na 

Hear-Admiral Warren to tJic tkcretary to the Admiralty, 

"Forte*" Bio do JumH Aqgmt % 1862. 

My Lord, 

T regret being called on to report to their Lordships an 
unfortunate coUision, which took place on the 18th June 
between three officers of my flag-ship and a police guard 
stationed on tlie Tijuca Hill near this city, and in which the 
police appear to havt.^ l)e}iaved in a very cowardly and brutal 
manner, using unnecessary violence when taking these 
officers in charge, and subsequently subjecting them to the 
indignity of marching through tlie public streets to goal, 
after being made acquainted with their names and rank. 

Immediately I received a report of the circumstance from 
Captain Saumarez of the " Forte," who transmitted to me the 
statements of the three officers* I commiidicaled the same to 
l/Dr. Christie, Her Majest/s Mimster, and urged him to lose 
no time in having the matter thoroughly investigated, witii 
a view of taking the necessary steps to obtain satisftction 
for the gross insult offered to British officers. 

On uie 2nd instant Mr. Christie informed me that he 
had not yet received the depositions of the witnesses who 
were examined before the police authorities, but merely the 
statement of the Chief of Police as endoeed* He also 
acquainted me that he should report the case as it at present 
stands to Earl Kussell ; consequently I consider it advisable 
to put their Lordships in possession of all the information 
I have received on this question up to the present time* 

I have &c 
(Signed) BICHAIO) L. WAEREN. 



No. 47. 

Mr, Layardto th$ Secretari/ to the AdnUralfy. 

ForeigQ Office^ September 5, 1802. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter of the Srd instant, I am 
directed by Earl Bussell to request that you will state to the 



* Endosun 10 in Xo. 4& 
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LfOrds Commissioners of the Admiralty that his Lordship has 
received a report from Her Majesty's Minister at Rio, regard 
ing the collision between the officers of the " Forte " and a 
Brazilian police guard ; but as Mr. Christie lias stated that 
he will send further details by the next opportunity, Lord 
Bussell will wait further information before pronouncing an 
opinion as to tlie course to be pursued in this matter. 

I am^ &c. 
(Signed) A. H. LAYABD. 



Mr. Christie to Earl Eumll, — {Received BeptemJber 22). 

Rio de Janeiro, August 23, 1862. 

Mt Lobd, 

With reference to my despatch of the 7th instant, on Uie 
ill-treatment of officers of Her Majesl^'s ship " Fort^" I have 
now the honour to enclose a translation of the evidence 
taken by the Chief of Police, accompanied by some marginal 
observations of my own ; also a copy of a statement made by 
the three officers after reading the evidence ; and a copy of a 
note dated the 1 9th instant which I have addressed to the 
Marquis of Abrantes in transmitting to him the statements of 
the officers. 

A few days before I wrote this note to his Excellency I 
called on him by appointment to discuss the whole question 
with him. Besides a special ap])ointiueiit, made two days 
before, it had been some time since agreed, on his suggestion, 
that after I had read the evidence taken by the Chief of 
Police, I should see him and discuss the question with him. 
But his Excellency was so little prepared for a discussion 
when I went to him on the 17th instant, that he imme- 
^ diately stated that he had not read any of the documents 
which he had transmitted to me. I therefore told him that 
I thought this grave outrage had merited earlier attention ; 
that it was, of course, useless for me to proceed if he was 
entirely unprepared ; that it was my duty to make a fiill 
zeport to your Lordship by the Frencm steamer on the 25th ; 
that I would fnmish his Excellency with copies of the 
officers* replies ; and that I sincerely hoped that the Brasilian 
Government would profit by the interval which must elapse 
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before I could receive iustructiuiis from youx Lordship to offer 
proper satisfaction. 

I have carefully discussed the whole question with Admiral 
Warren, and our opinions are the same. 

We both think that the guard, as is too ofttm the case 
in these countries, brutally attacked the Chaplain without 
taking time to understand him ; that the three ofticers were 
afterwards treated with unnecessary and shameful violence ; 
that after their names and professions were known they were 
treated with gross indignity ; and that these officers are to be 
believed, and tliat iJie defence is a tnunped-up stoiy. 

Tour Lordship will observe that only one of the witnesses 
could by possibility know anything of what hap^ned 
up to the moment when the goard turned out So far, mdis- 
putably, there are the dedarations of the three officers to be 
set against that of the sentiy, a man of the lowest dass. 

The officers declare tliat the £nsign did not appear till 
about ten minutes after they were imprisoned. If he was 
absent from the guard-room he was neglecting his duty, and 
became liable to punishment ; and it is not surprising that 
he should not admit this, or that tlu' soldiers under liim 
should agree with him in declaring that he turned out with 
the guard. 

The words put into the Chaplain's mouth by the sentry 
and by four other witnesses who were present, namely, "Que 
figura faz voss^ ? " are a Portuguese slang phrase, which the 
Chaplain, who knows no Poituguese, ha(l never heard of 
The words he used were Spanish, "Que quiere V. ?" &c., 
" What do you want? ' — a very natural and inoffensive reply 
to a loud hail from a sentiy. 

None of the officers speak rortucjuese or attempt to speak 
it. When they tried to explain themselves later in Spanish, 
of which they have learnt something in the Kiver Plate, it is 
very likely that the witnesses might take their Spanish for 
Portuguese. 

The Austrian witness, whose statements are in flat contrap 
diction to those of the officers, is an unknown man, of so 
little consideration that neither the Ensign nor any of the 
soldiers knew his name, though he lives in the immediate 
neighbourhood. 

I have conversed with all the three officers on this subject, 
and feel satisfied of the truth of their statements. 

They had started early in the morning on a long walking 
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excursion, and it was already dark when they reached the 
T^uca guard-house on their return. The sentry was pro- 
bably aaleepi and hearing loud voices close to the guard-house 
called out, aad ^without waitliig to undantand a foreigner, 
proceeded, as is too mncli the custom of the low BnuSian 
soldiers, to administer blows and briqg out his arms. 

I have pointed out to the Maiqnis of Abrantes how iiie 
delay which took place beficNre any inquiry was instituted 
gave time for the concoction of a false story in defenca 

Admiral Warren agrees with me in thinking that the 
£nsign should be dismissed, and he also thinks that some 
punishment should be inflicted on the corporal, who, the 
officers say, distinguished himself particularly by his violence 
in the ill-treatment administered after the guard turned out. 
But the officers have not stated this in writing. I would 
suggest that some punishment should in any case be inflicted 
on the sentiy with whom this disturbance began. 

The Admiral agrees with me in thinking that the Brazilian 
government should be required to publish a statement ex- 
pressing their regret for what has happened, and animadverting 
on the conduct of the oflScial who received the officers at the 
Rio pohce-station, and on the Chief of Police who in his 
Eeport to the ^Tinister of Justice imputed intoxication to the 
officers without one particle of evidence. 

I should observ^e that the officers were not in uniform, 
haying received permission from the Captain to be in plain 
clothes, as they were going into the country. But I submit 
that^ as soon as they dedMed that they were naval officers, in* 
qniiies shonld have been made, if their statements were not 
believed, before subjecting them to the iU-treatment which 
fdlowed their imprisonment. The Midshipman, Mr. Hornby, 
W(»e a waistcoat wilh naval bnttona 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) W. D. CHRISXIK 



Endosare 1 in No. 48. 

JUcord o/Jieplies to Questions put to Braz Cupertino doAmarcU, 
Ensign of tJie Police Co7ys of this Cajntal, 

(Translation.) 

On the 2nd day of Jnly, 1862, in this capital, and in the 
police-officei came and appeared before Dr. Agostinho Luis da 
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Oama, Chief of Police, and the undersigned Clerk of the Court, 
Braz Cupertino do Amaral, Ensign of the police corps of tliis 
city •, and the Chief of Police then and there read to him a 
despatch from Admiral Warren, Commander-in-Chief of the 
English frigate " Forte," in which he complains of his conduct 
towards several officers of that fri^^ate, who were an*ested by 
the detachment under his command, and in order that he 
might explain the facts which constitute the complaint; 
and the said Ensign deposed as follows : — 

That at seven o'clock in the evening of the 17th of last 
month, three foreigners were coming down from Tijuca, dis- 
puting on the road with the passers-by, and with the patrol, 
who at that time were going their rounds, pointing at them 
with the sticks they carried, and using threats. That on 
approaching the detachment commanded by the deponent, 
they met a person on horseback whom they stopped, checking 
the bridle, and were on this occasion abused by the indi- 
Tidual, who went on bis way. 

That on their anival at the gnazd-honse of the detachmenl^ 
which is situated a little way from the road, th^ ascended 
the steps of the house, and approaching the sentmd, <me of 
them, who I afterwards knew to be named Glemenger, said to 
the sentinel in Portuguese, "What are you doing there?' 
("Que figura fas voss^ ahi f or "What part are you playing 
thfiie ?*) And oir the sentinel desiring them to go away, the 
-said Clemeng^ said that " Brazilian soldiers were only fit for 
being held by the trowsers and thrown away/' sad imme^ 
diately raising their sticks they began to beat the sentinel; 
who, seeing himself thus attacked, called out the guard, and 
fixed his liyonet, but through fear of woimding any of these 
strangers he defended himself with the butt-end of his mus^ 
ket ; that when the guard and he (the deponent) had turned 
out^^ they eudeavoured to arrest the persons of those foreigneis^ 
who continued to resist^ and it becoming neoessaiy to employ 
the butt-ends of their muskets for that purpose, they did so 
by order of the deponent. That when arrested they were 
placed in the guard-house prison, where there were no other 
prisoners at the time, and after being shut up, they continued 
to talk and throw eveiything about that was in the room, 



* up to this moment, according to the Ensign's own confession, he 
haa been relating what he did not see. But the officers say that this 
Bnaigii did nol appear till aboat. ten mhmtei after tfaej had been in^ 
pnaoned in the giiaid-hoiise.-->W. D. C 
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and to make a j^eat noise. That on tlie deponent going 
to them and requesting thorn not to act in such a manner, 
and to tell him their names, they pretended not to under- 
stand the Portuguese language, and continued to behave in 
the same manner ; that the deponent meanwhile sent to call 
a G«niiftn, who lesides near the guard-house, to speak to 
ihem, who, on arrival, spoke in Frnich to the shortest, now 
known as a lieutenant^ requesting him to tell their names ; 
and on this one speaking to the tallest^ who we now know is 
a chaplain, addressed himself to the deponent with their 
names written on a paper, hut the said chaplain hesitated 
to deliver it^ tore up the paper and threw it on the floor. 
That he does not know the name of the interpreter, and only 
knows that he resides on the same hill, in a house next to 
an individual known by the name of "The Commander;'' 
That the German told the deponent that the answers given 
by the strangera to whom he spoke were insulting to the 
deponent and tlie detachment. That the prisoners continuing 
to be turbulent, and principally the chaplain, they were sepa- 
rated, two of them being left in the prison, and the chaplain 
removed to a room which served as a refectory, and thus they 
passed the night; and on the following moining, at about 
eight o'clock, they were sent \nider escort of seven soldiers 
to the city prison, accompanied l)y a repoii: to the respective 
Sub-Delegate, and on foot, because there were no orders to 
forward prisoners in any other manner. That not one of 
these individuals under arrest declared that he was a naval 
officer, nor could the deponent, from their behaviour, be con- 
vinced that they were sucL That on the occasion of their 
attack upon the sentry, and during their subsequent conduct 
in prison, they showed that they were elated from excessive 
use of spirituous liquors ; one of them arrived carrying a 
metal flask strung across his shoulder,* which contained &at 
description of dnnk. That all the three arrived dressed in 
plain clothes, and without any signs of being officers, or of 
belonging to the navy, nor did they make any declaration 
to this deponent, but it is true that they asked for paper and 
playing cards, which on being given to them the chaplain 
wrote a note to the Consul, and sealed it^ which was not 
forwarded for want of the means of ccmveyanca On this 



* This metal flaak was an opem-fi^ dmig over tiie C3!haplaiii'a 
iOioulder.— W. D. C 
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dei^onent being asked whether he remembered the name of 

the soldier who was on duty as sentry, he answered, that his 
name is ^lanoel Luis Teixeira On his hiniv^ asked how 
many soldiers answered to the call of tlie si-nti y in order to 
secure the forei^nei*s, he replied tlicy were about eight, and 
that lie remembered tliat amon" the number were the sohliera 
Britto, Albino, Domingos, Tei-eira, Parente, and the Quarter- 
master Gonial ves. 

(Signed) 

ANTOXIO LUIS XAVIER DE MELLO, Clerk 
^ AGOSTiNlIO LUIS DA GAMA. 

BKAZ CUPEETINO DO AAiAKAL, Knsi^n. 



DqHfsition of the Police Soldier Manoel Luda Teixeira* 

On the same day hereinbefore written the soldier of the 
police oorpe, Manod Lois Teizeiia came and appeared before 
the Qiief of Police, and by virtue of the questions put to hun, 

lie answered as follows : — 

That on the 17th of last month, at about seven o'clock in 
the evening; he (tlie deponent) being on duty as sentry at the 
door of the guard-house of the detachment of Tyuca, he 
saw three individuals descend the hill, who appeared to ha 
foreigners, ill-clad, who, meeting a passer-by on horseback 
going up, seized tlie hridle and made the horse stop, but the 
horseman went shortly on his way, after abusing them on 
account of their behaviour. That they tlien proceeded to the 
fjuard-houFie, and went up the steps in front, and the tallest 
of them asked the deponent what he was doing there ? To 
which he replied, that that was a guard-liouse, and that if 
they had no business there they were to retire. To which 
that individual retorted, that "Brazilian soldiers are a 
miserable set, and were to be held by the trowsers and well 
kicked accompanying that saying by endeavouring to lay 
hold of his (the deponent's) leg, upon which the other two 
companions of the aggressor, armed with sticks, attacked the 
deponent, who, in order to defend himself from the former, 
hit him with the butt-end of his gun, and fixed on his 
bayonet against the other two, cidling out the guard, when 
the Commandant and soldiers of the detachment came out 
to efifect the imprisonment of those strangers, who did not 
choose to surrender. That after their imprisonment^ the 
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Oommander of the detachment sent an indiTidual who speaks 
French or Spanish to ask them their names, and the shortest 
of them wrote the names on a paper, but as he was going to 
deliver it to the Commander, the tallest of them took tho 
paper from him and tore it up. That when those individuals 
addressed the deponent they spoke in Portuguese, and did 
not declare tliat they were officers. That when attacked he 
was acting as sentry inside the building, and that when 
secured the three strangers were placed in the guard-house 
prison, where they passed the night, and were on the follow- 
ing morning sent to the prison of this department^ he (the 
deponent) forming one of the escort. 

(Signed) 

ANTONIO JOAQUIM XAVTER DE MELLO, Clerk 
AGOSTINHO LUIS DA GAIVIA. " 
MANOEL LUIS TEIXEIKA. 



Dep<mtio7i of the Quarter-master of the Police Corps, Joao 

■Go7icalvcs da tiilva. 

And on the same day hereinbefore written, came and 
appeared the Quarter-master of Police Corps, Joao Gon^alves 
da Silva, who, by virtue of the questions put to him by the 
Chief of Police, replied as follows : — 

That he (the deponent) forming a part of the detachment 
at Tijuca, on the 17th of last month, three strangers, at about 
seven o'clock at night, clad in plain clothes, approached the 
guard-house, and the tallest of the three, addressing the 
sentry, asked him what he was doing there? and upon the 
sentry telling him that that was a guard-house, the said indi- 
vidual, raising the stick which he carried,* attacked the 
sentry, for which reason the latter repelled him with the 
butt-end of his musket, and called out the guard, when 
the Ensign commanding the detachment, he (the deponent), 
and the rest of the soldiers forming it came out,-f- and pro- 
ceeded to arrest the aggressors, who, after resisting, were 
looked up in the prison ol the guard-house, were they pasNd 
the nighty and were on the following day remored to the 



* He had no stick, only an QmbreUa ; but this witness is desoriUng 

what he did not see. — ^W. D. C. 

t This Quartermaster could know nothing of what ooeoxred of bil own 
knowledge up to this momenta— W. D« U 
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prison of the police in this city, and on foot, because there 
was no order to conduct the prisoners in a coach, ho (the 
deponent) forming part of the escort. Tliat wlion those 
strangers were in the prison, the Commander of tlie detach- 
ment asked tliem to tell their names, and the talU^st of them 
having written them on a paper did not choose to deliver it to 
that ofUcer, but tore it up and threw it away. 
(Signed) 

ANTONIO JOAQUIM XAVIEB DE 

ISIELLO. Clerk. 
AOOSTINHO LUIS DA OAMA 
JOAO GONCALVES DA SILVA 



IkpogUion oftiiA Soldier of the Police Carps, Manod ParenU 

Ribeiro, 

And on the same day heieinbofore written, came and 
appeared the soldier of the police corps, Manoel Parente 
Ribeiro, who by virtue of the questions put to him by the 
Chief of Police replied as follows : — 

That he was not present at the imprisonment of the three 
Englishmen* because he was away patrolling at Tguca» but 
that on lus return to the detachment after 1] o'clock at night» 
he heaxd those individuals making a great noise in the prison : 
the most excited of them was the tallest and bald-headed, 
who used scornful expressions about the soldiers and nation. 
That when he went on liis rounds he met with them on the 
road, and that the tallest of them, the same who was the most 
troublesome in the prison, pointed to the patrol with his 
stick ; but that the deponent seeing that they were tipsy, the 
patrol passed, leaving them behind. That on the deponent's 
return to the guard-house, his companions told him that those 
strangers were imprisoned for having addressed the sentry, 
and asked him what lie was doing there ; and the sentry 
having replied tliat that was a guard-house and desired them 
to retire, one of them retorted, that " the sokliers of Brazil 
were a miserable set, and were to be held by their trowsers 
and thrown away," accompanying that language with tlireats.* 
That tlie sentry had defended himself with the butt-end of 
his musket and called out the guard, upon which the Com- 



* All this ia confesscilly heaisay evidence. — W. D. C. 
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Inander of the detaclnnent ami the soldiers having come out 
and endeavoured to arrest the aggressors, the tallest of them 
struggled with the soldier Albino, wrenched the small brush 
from his uniform, tearing the latter, and was finally placed 
with the others in the prison, where they passed the night, 
without declaring that they were officers. The deponent 
further declared that the stranger who struggled with the 
soldier Albino is the one whom he now recognizes as the 
Lieutenant, and not the tallest who is said to be the Chap- 
lain.-f- That all of them were in plain clothes, without any 
citrus whcrehy thev mi'dit be known as oflicers. Tliat on the 
following day they were placed in the city prison, having 
been escorted on foot from Tijuca 
(Signed.) 

ANTONIO JOAQUIM XAYIEB DE 

MELLO, Clerk. 
AGOSTINHO LUIS DA 6AMA. 
MANOEL PABENTE BIBEIBO. 



In continuation, Olemenger, Chaplain ; Pringle, Lieutenant; 
and Hornby, Midshipman of the English frigate "Forte," 
being present^ the Chief of Police caused to be read to them 
the declarations made by the officer and soldiers^ translated 
from the Portuguese into the English language by the sworn 
interpreter, Joao Baptista Cosm^Ii, and they all maintained 
the correctness of the remonstrance made by Admiral Warren, 
it being a true narration of the facts ; and in re^rd to tile 
declarations read to them, that they contained inaccuracies 
in some parts, and in others were contrary to the truth ; that 
they had told the officer that they belonged to the " Forte '* 
fricrate, one of them being an officer, another being a mid- 
shipman, and anotlier a chaplain, saying it in Spanish, M'hich 
was well understood by the officer, and subsequently in 
French to a German who was called by that officer to 8er\'e 
as inter])reter. That it is true they were not in uniform, but 
that besides the declarations they had made, the midshipman 
had on a waistcoat with anchor buttons. That they were 
passing peaceably when the sentry who was about six feet 
distant iVum them, called to them, and on their approaching 



t How could he know which struggled with Albino, as he was not 
presentWW. D. C. 
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the place where the .sentrv stooil, they asked him what he 
wanted; tliis being foUowt'd Ity a thump, \vitli<iut the sentry 
having stirred from his post, when he called out tlie giianl, 
and a number of soldiers immediately came out, who beat 
them with their swords and arrested them without any 
opposition on their part ; that on the a]>pearance of the other 
soldiers, the sentry came down into the road and gave a 
second blow with the butt-end of his gun. That even after 
being in prison the officer was there beaten ]\v the .soldiers, 
and that the one who most distinguished himself in that 
aggression wore two stripes on the arm of his uniform, and 
that they could single him out again on seeing him. That 
"When they were ordered to come to the city tiiey proposed 
being sent in the '* machambomba " (omiiibiis), they paying 
the expense, but that they met with a refusal ; that this is 
the truth : that they were not intoxicated, because they had 
only drunk at dinner two bottles of Bordeaux wine ; that 
tiiey brought no flask of spirits with them, but only a 
telescope which was taken for a flask. That the declarations 
which relate to the Chaplain, and which assert that he carried 
a stick, are inaccurate, because he only carried an umbrella, 
and that it was the other two who carried sticks ; that the 
Lieutenant besides his walking-stick carried another stick 
which he had bought on the road ; that the Lieutenant was 
behind the others when his companions reached the sentry, 
and that on his approaching he was also assaulted. And 
when these replies were read to them by the interpreter, 
finding them correct, they aflSxed their signatures hereunto 
along with me the Clerk, the Chief of Police, and the 
interpreter. 

(Signed) 

ANTONIO JOAQUIM XAYIER DE 
MELLO, Clerk. 

AGOSTINHO LUIS DA GAJMA. 

GEOKGE G. W. OLEMENGER, Chaplain 
of Her Majesty's ship " Forte." 

GEOFFKEY HOKNBY. Midshipman of 
Her Majesty's ship " Forte." 

JOHN ELIOT PBIXGLE, Acting Lieu- 
tenant, of Her Majesty's ship " Forte." 

JOAO BAPnSTA COSMEUJ, Interpreter. 
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Ikpodtion of Robert BemstL 

On the 4ih day of July, 1862, came and appeared before 
the Chief of Pouce in his office in this city, Bobert Bennetl^ 
a native of England residing at Tijuca, who, by virtne of the 
questions put to him by the Chief of PoUce, replied as 
follows : — ^That one day of the last month, perhaps a fortnig|it 
ago, he the deponent being at home> saw three individtuJs 
passing in front of his house, who appeared to be English- 
nien, singing merrily, and returniftg from his hotel where 
they had dined ; and that on the following morning, learning 
that they had been imprisoned on the preceding evening 
for having qnanelled witli the guard at Tijuca, he asked the 
manager of his hotel what liquors they had been sensed with, 
when he was told that the three had had two bottles of 
Bordeaux wine and half a bottle of cognac : he, tlie deponent, 
not knowing whether the said three EnuliF^limen had taken 
any other li(pior in any. of the other iims between his hotel 
and the gnard-liouse.* 
(Signed) 

AXTOXIO JOAQUIM XAVIER DE 

MELLO, Clerk. 
AGOSTINHO LUIS DA GAMA 
ROBERT BENNETT. 



Dc^osiiion of Rodol^h Miiller. 

And at' the same place, and on the same day last before- 
written, came and ap[)eared Hodolph Miiller, a native of 
Austria residing at Audarahy peqneno (Tijuca), and by vii-tue 
of the questions put to him he deposed as follows That on 
the night of the 1 7th of June last he, the deponent being at 
home, was called by the Ensign commanding the detachment 
at Tijuca to go and speak with him ; and on his reaching the 
guard-house, that officer told him that three Englishmen, 
then present, had been made prisoners for having wanted to 
beat the sentinel, and as they a[)peared to be ignorant of the 
Portuguese language he requ(\stcd the deponent to act as 
interpreter, and to tell them the reason of their imprisonment 
by competent authority, and to demand their names. That 



• How could he know wliat they did or did not take^ elsewhere ? 
This is an impeitineiit insumation. — W, D. C. 
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tiie deponent complying theiewith, and having explained to' 
them his position, thej answered him crossly without de- 
claring their ranks as officers of the English navy ; that they 
afterwards called for l>efls to sleep on, and being told by the 
commanding officer, through the deponent, that there were 
none, but that he would voluntarily cede his own to them, 
they refused to accept it becausi^ it couM not accommodate all 
the three. That he ol^seiTcd tlic three Eii^^lishmrn not to be 
in their perfect senses, it a]>pcariii<^' to liiin that they had 
drunk too much, the tallest of them being the most disorderly 
and unreasonal)le. 

(Signed) 

ANTONIO JOAQllM XAVIER DE 
MKLLO, CK rk. 

AGOSTiNiro Lrrs da gama. 

ItODOLl^H MLLLEi(. 



Deposition of DtfimTigos Jos4 da SUveira, Corporal of the 

Folice Corps. 

On the same 4th of July, 1862, in the police-office of this 
city, came and appeared before the respective Chief of Police^ 
Domingos Jo8^ aa, Silveira^ a corporal in the police corps, and 
by YUi^ of the questions put to him, he replied as follows : 
— ^Ihat on the 17th of June last, at half-past 7 at night, this 
deponent being inside the gusid-house at Tijuca» heard the 
sentry calling out the guard, and that on coming out with the 
other soldim, he saw three strangers wrestling with the 
sentry, trying to throw him over the parapet on which he 
stojod ; that he, the deponent and the soldiers endeavoured by 
fair means to separate the strangers without any employment 
of force, but that their efforts proving useless, as the strangers 
showed themselves desperatci, violently n^pelling the soldiers 
and struggling with them, so much so that one of them, not 
the tallest, seized -the deponent and threw him down, from 
whicli fall he was wounded in the middle finger of his right 
hand, the scar of which still exists. That finally the detach- 
ment having succeeded in arresting those three foreigners, 
they were placed in a room which serves as a refectory. That 
after the imprisonment of tlie strangers, they were treated 
with the greatest civility by the ollicer in couiuiand, who gave 
them paper, and even playing cards, they having asked lor 
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both. That the said officer sent to call a foreigner who re- 
sides in that neighbourhood, and wlio speaks Poi-tugnese, to 
find out from the prisoners who and wliat they are, which 
they did not choose to tell. That tlie said strangers w^ere in 
a disordered state of mind, and that the tallest of them car- 
ried a tiask slung across the sboukler. That soon after this 
affray it became known that tlie said strangers had come from 
the Hill of Tijuca, wraagling with the passers-by, iirst with a 
woman, then with an equestrian, seizing the reins of his 
horse,* and that on approaching the sentry, who was standing 
on a parapet, they asked him in very intelligible Portuguese, 
what he was doing there ; and upon the sentry telling them 
that that was a military post commanded by an officer, they 
contended with him for a few momentef, attempting to lay 
hold of hia legs and to throw him over the parapet^ when the * 
sentry, in order to free himself from that aggression, shoved 
one of them off with the butt end of his gun, and backing 
himself against the honse, called out the guard. That while 
the prisoners were in the guard-house not one of them ever 
dedaied that they were officers in the English navy. 
(Signed) 

ANTONIO JOAQUIM XAVI£B DE 

IVIELLO, Clerk. 
AGOSTINHO LUIS DA GAMA. 
DOMINGOS JOSE DA SILVEIBA* 



Enclosure 2 in No. 48. 

Messrs. CUtmnger, Pringle, and Harnby, to Eear-Admiral 

Warren. 

*' Forte," Rio do Janeiro, Augort 16, 1862. 

Sir, 

In compliance with your order, we the undersigned have 
the honour to submit to you some observations on the accom- 
panying depositions : — 

RO* do Amoral, Enrngn, and Officer of Guard. — 1. The de- 
positions of the officer of the g^rd, relative to our proceedings 
previous to heing put in the guard-house prison, we entirely 
repudiate, as he did not make his appearance for ten minutes 
after that time, and his evidenoe is grounded upon hearsay. 



* Why were not this woman and the equestrian produced ? Not one 
witness has said that he sam these scenes.— W. D. GL 
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and we therefore do not acknowledge it in any wi^ up to thie 

time. 

2. That so iax &om throwing evep^thing about in the 
guard-house prison, it was an impossibility to do so, as there 
were no moveable articles there^ nor did we create a disturb* 

ance there. 

3. Tliat the officer of the j^iiard requested our names, and 
that we gave them in lull with riiiik and ship on two separate 
occasions, writt-.^n on a piece of pa])er wliieh lie ]>rovided for 
that purpose, and one of whicli i)apers he himself threw on 
the floor in a contemptuous manner after reading it. That an 
Austrian aj>pt'arcd and acted as interi)reter, and that 
Lieutenant riini^le staters that he made the Eusi'm fully aware 
of our names, rank, and ship, through tlie interpreter, as well 
as of the treatment we had received during his absence from 
the guard. 

4. That we all removed to the room called the refectory 
during the evening, where we gave our iiamtss as above 
stated, and conversed with the Ensign personally, as well as 
through tlie Austrian. That we were not separated on account 
of making a disturbance, nor was Mr. Clemenger removed to 
another room, inasmucli as Messrs. Clemenger and Hornby- 
slept in the refectory, and Lieutenant Pringle voluntarily in 
the prison, he preferring it as sleeping quai*ters ; this being 
the way we passed the night 

5. That none of us carried a metal flask slung across the 
shoulder, but that Mr. Clemenger had one which contained no 
spirituous liquor, and had an opera glass slung across his 
shoulder. 

6. That Mr. Clemenger also wrote to Captain Saumarez. 
if. X. Teixeiriii, Sen^, — 1. That we stopped no horse in 

the vicinity of the guard-house by checking the bridle, nor do 
we recollect seeing one there. 

2. That we did not ascend the steps of the guard-house or 
make any attack on the sentry, neither did we use any dis- 
paraging reflections on the Brazilian soldiery, as we cannot 
speak the Portuguese language 

B, That on passing close to the guard-house the sentry ad* 
Tanced and challenged Mr. Clemenger, who stopped and re- 
plied in Spanish, "Que quiere V. ?" when the sentry immedi- 
ately struck him on the breast with the butt of his rifle. That 
no attempt was made by Mr. Clemenger to seize the sentrv 's 
leg. That the statement of our attacking the sentry with 



Digitized by 



136 



itkks is entirely false* as well as that the officer of the guard 
turned out with the guard who attacked us. 

4. Tliat Messrs. Clemenger and Hornby did not offer the 
slightest resistance to the guard, neither did Lieutenant 
Pringle until he had been very roughly handled, although we 
were all struck repeatedly with the backs of drawn swords 
and bayonets. The remaiuder of this witness's evidence has 
been confuted. 

J, C. da Silva, Quartermaster. — 1. That the tallest, who 
addressed the sentry, did not raise his stick, as he merely 
carried a light umbrella^ nor did he in any way attack or 
molest the sentiy. 

2. Tliat the oflBcer commanding the detachment did not 
turn out with the aggressing guard. No new matter being 
opened by this witness's evidence, we consider it unnecessaiy 
to make any further reply. 

Jf. P. BSbeiro, PrivaU. — 1. Thai we could not hare made 
a noise in the prison after 11 o'clock, as lieutenant Pringle 
was the only person in the prison at that hour, he heing then 
asleep. 

2. That we deny that Mr. Clemenger pointed at the patrol 
with his stick, as he had none. 

it MnUer, — 1. lientenant Pringle states that he spoke 
Gennan to this witness, and through him gave verbally to the 
officer of the guard our ranks and ship, and also answered 
questions wliich were put to him through witness by the 
Ensign j and Lieutenant Pringle feels quite satisfied that the 
Ensign perfectly understood him by the suitable replies that 
he received. 

2. We should desire an opportunity of confronting this 

witness. 

D. J, da Silveira, Corporal. — 1. We beg leave to state that 
at half-past 7 o'clock on the afternoon of June 17, 1862, we 
had been prisoners for three-quarters of an hour, and ccuise- 
queutly could not have been descending the hill at that time. 

2. We have totally denied having ascended the steps of the 
guard-house, nor did we wrestle with the sentinel, or try to 
throw him over the parapet, such an operation being impos- 
sible from the road on which we were passing. 

8. We have before stated that Messrs. Clemenger and 
Hornby made no resistance to the guard, who grossly mal- 
treatid them, striking them repeat^y with the backs of 
drawn swords and bayonets after they were prisoners. 
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4 We bave alieady denied molestiiig pa8senger& The rest 
of this witness's evidence has already been answered. 

StaUment of Proceeding 

Starting from Botafogo at 8 A.M. on June 17, on foot, we 
arrived by the sea-road at Bennett's lower hotel at about 
3 o'clock in the afternoon, where we eadi drank one ^lass of 
brandy and seltzer^water, and ordered dinner^ wbilst we 
strolled about the grounds. About 5 o'clock we dined, at 
tebldi we drank two bottles of Bordeaux between the three. 
This together with the above was all the liquor we partook o£ 
At 6 o*dock we started to catch the last " Machambomba," 
which leaves at 7 o*clock for the city. On our route we had 
no refreshments of any kind. We met many passengers^ but 
so far from molesting them, we gave several blacks coppera 
We also met the patirol, but took no notice of them. 

On arriving at the Tijuca guard-house, Messrs. Clemenger 
and Hornby, being some yards in advance of Lieutenant 
Pringle, the former walking on the extreme left of the road, 
in passing very near the guard-house, was accosted by a 
sentry who moved towards liim. Mr. Clemenger stopped and 
asked him what he wanted iu Spanish (" Que quiere V.?'% 
The words were scarcely uttered when he received a blow on 
the chest from the sentinel's musket, who at the same time 
called for the guard, which immediately turned out with drawn 
swords and bayonets, and came down on the road and 
attacked Messrs. Clemenger and Hornby, who offered not the 
slightest resistance. Lieutenant Pringle coming up at this 
time was received in the same cowardly manner, and, after 
remonstrating, endeavoured to free himself from the cowardly 
assault and renew his journey, but was overpowered ; 
during which time Mr. Clemenger received a second blow on 
liis chest, and we were all three ])rutally struck and mal- 
treated, even after Lieut. Pringle had V)een secured ; he, while 
in a helpless position, rect-ived a vicious thrust in the left 
groin from the butt of the sentinel's musket. We were then 
driven in the guard-house prison, most unnecessary force 
being used, and then locked up. We ioimediately, through 
the bars, requested the guard to send for the officer, who had 
not, up to this time, made his appearance. He arrived in 
ten minutes or a quarter of an hour accoinpauicd by a soldier, 
who evidently had been sent for him, but he would not 
listen to us until he had asked questions of most of the men 
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composing the guard. We were theu called out of the prison 
one by one to explain matters to the Ensign, who seemed veiy 
much excited, and were removed to a room called the refec- 
tory, where Mr. Clemenger, in compliance with the Ensign's 
request, wrote our names and ranks on a piece of paper pro- 
vided for tliat purpose, and ^\ e gave him most fully to under- 
stand that we were British nav al officers. Mr. Clemenger 
gave him our names and rank again later in the evening. 
An Austrian was sent for to act as interpreter, and Lieutenant 
Piingle rtates that he spoke to this man in Gknnan, and, 
thionch him, fully explained our ranks, and that we wexe 
Britidi naval officers. Lieutenant Pringle feels perfectly 
si^isfied that he was understood on this pointy by the suitable 
answers that he received ; the attention of tlie Ensign being 
at the same time called to the naval buttons which Mr. 
Hornby wore in his waistcoat. The officer of the guaxd 
provided us with writing materials, with which Mr. Clemenger 
wrote one letter to Captain Saumaiez, and one to the British 
Consul, which letters ihe £nsign promised should be forwarded 
early the following morning, which promised was never 
fulfilled ; we have since had a paltry excuse offered that he 
had no means to forward the latter, but the one to Captain 
Saumarez, the address of which might alone have indicated 
our profession, he affects to ignore. 

In the course of the evening we gave the ensign to under- 
stand that w^e should, as soon as possible, call him to account 
for his conduct towards us ; he then called our attention to 
the fact that he had removed us from the prison to tlie refec- 
tory directly he understood we were British naval officers. 

We passed the night as follows : — Lieutenant Pringle 
removing to the prison, which he preferred as sleeping quar- 
ters, IMessrs. Clemenger and Hornby occupying the refectory. 

On the following morning, June 18th, we were told to 
prepare to march into liio under an escort, and on objecting 
to tills ignominy, requested a passage in the "Machambomba,** 
or a conveyance, the expenses of which we offi^red to defray. 
This was refused, the reason given by the Ensign through 
the Aiustrian, who acted as interpreter, that although we 
were officers, yet we were ordinaiy prisoners. 

At 9 o*dock we started on foot und^ an escoi-t of seven, 
and arrived at the city police-court at 1 1 o'clock. We here 
again wrote our names, rank, and ship, and were sent into a 
filthy den, where were collected men and boys of the dregs of 
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society. At the threshold of this (letentiotf-room, I again: 
asked the official, whether he was fully aware that wc wem 
English officers ; he said that he was, and we were locked 
up. Managing to commnnicate with the British Consul, he 
came and interceded for ns, and after we had been two hours, 
we were removed to a less dirty one, where four or five 
prisoners were. After a lapse of anotlier hour and a half 
we were removed to the police barracks, where we were very 
civilly treated. 

At 11.30 a m. June 19, we were released hy written order 
of the Chief of Police, but no reason was assigned. 

In the original charges preferred against us by tlie officer 
of the guard, of which we received a co])y, no allusion was 
made to our insobriety, which fabrication appears to have 
been used to give colour to their stateiueuts, which they 
were ol^liged to make in order to screen their dastardly pro- 
ceedings. 

In conclusion, we beg leave to state that we were most 
decidedly sober. 

(Signed) G. G. W. CLEMENGKE, Chaplain. 

J. ELIOT PEINGLE, Actinq LimfenaiU, 
GEOEJFKEY HOENBY, MidsJdjmian. 



Xoclosiiie 8 in No. 48. 
Mr, Chrisiu to Iki Marquis of AbranUs. 

Bio de Jaoeirq, Angiut ID, 1862. 

M. LE Marquis, 

I have the honour to enclose copies of statements made 
by the three officers of Her Majesty's ship "Forte," who 
were imprisoned by the guard of Tijuca on the 17th of June, 
after they had read the report of the Chief of Police to M. 
Sinimb^ a&d the depositions taken in the inquiries of 2nd 
and 4th of Jnly. 

These depositions, of which I asked yonr Excellency for a 
copy immediately after receiving yonr note of 17th- July, I 
leoeiyed from 11 Sinimbd in onginal in the ev^ng of 2nd 
of August, in consequence of a note xwhich I had addressed 
to him on the same day, hec^ging him to hurry the sending 
of the copies promised by your Excellency; and it then 
appeared that the makii^ of the promised copies had not 
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been begun, and that M. Sinimbli was under the impieBsion 
that they had been long before sent to me. 

Your Excellency will perceive from the enclosed document 
that the three officers totally and indignantly deny the 
statements of the Brazilian Ensign and his witnesses. They 
deny that they were iiit)xicated ; they deny the allegation 
of disorderly conduct on the road ; they declare that the 
guard began the assault ; they declare that they were treated 
with brutal violence ; and they declare that they gave their 
names, and j)roc] aimed their profession and ranks, and tliat 
these were imiucdiately and })erfectly known to the Ensign 
of the guard, and to the officer who received them at tho 
Kio police-station. Various stateiuents of the officers on 
minor points merit your Excellency's attention. 

It will not escape your Excellency's penetration that of 
four witnesses who relate in deteil the beginning of the 
fray, imputing nusconduct to the English officers, only one^ 
eould speak of his own knowledge, and the rest could 
know only what they heard from that one whose evidence 
they all mithfully reproduced. 

The British officers declare that the Ensign did not make 
his appearance until ten minutes after they were imprisoned 
in the guard-house, and that then he was fetched. He him- 
self states that he turned out with the guard. According to his 
own statement, his evidence is woithless up to the moment 
of his turning out with the guard ; having by his own con- 
fession declared as to what he did not see before that moment, 
he is as likely to declare to what he did not see aftcnvards. 
If he was absent from the guard-house when the distur- 
bance began, he would not be likely to own to this breach of 
duty. 

The three officers wished to be confronted with the German 
MuUer, whose statements they deny. 

I regret that no attention was paid to my first urgent 
request that the inquiry should be held immediately. It is 
clear that the interv al from the 23rd of June, when I saw 
your Excellency's Secretary, to the 2nd July, added to the 
six days already elapsed since the event, gave superabundant 
time for cuiicoction of a false story in defence of a proceed- 
ing which has caused general disgust and indignation. 

I regret to see that the Chief of Police in lus report to M. 
Sinimbd of 5th July, explains his liberation of the officeia 
on the Idth June without inquiry or apology by imputing 
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inebriety, when the report of the Ensign of the T(iiiea gnaid 
to the Sub-Delegate of £iigenho Velho, which at that time 
iras all his infonnation, makes no snch chaige. 

I lately expressed to your Excellency, in conversation^ my 
regret that the ImpericJ Government bad not hitherto pro- 
ceeded in this matter with more promptitude and zeal I 
will not yet give up the hope that, better appreciating the 
-character of this lamentable event, the Government of the 
Emperor will anticipate any demand from Her Majesty's 
Grovernment, to whom I liuve made a full report, by a spon- 
taneous offer of suitable satisfaction for a shameful outrage, 
arrgravated by the attempt to impute intoxication to the 
aggrieved oiiicera. 

I avdil &c 
(Signed) W. 1). CHRISIiK 



No. 49. 

Mr, Christu to Earl RussdL — (Received September 22. ) 

Bio de Janeiro, August 23, 1862. 

My Lord, 

I received by the French packet^ on the 17th instant^ your 
-Lotdsliip's two despatches of the Srd and 23id July, on the 
afiSur of the shipwreck of the " Prince of Wales»" when I was 
pmnoing a correspondence on the subject with the Marquis 
of Abiantes, and I have availed myself of some of yonr Lord* 
ship's lemarioB in the last note of the conespondeuce of which 
I now enclose copies. 

In my despatch of the 21st July I sent yonr Lordship a 
copy of a . note in which, in obedience to your Lordship's 
instructions, I insisted on a thorough inquiiy to be held in 
the presence of a British officer. The Marquis of Abrantes, 
understanding these words to mean a British naval officer, in 
his note of the 6th August refuses such an inquiry. It may 
be inferred that he would also have refused a new inquiiy in 
the presence of a British civilian. 

in his second not^ enclosed, that of the 16th instant, the 
Marquis of Abrantes, in answor to my expressions of regret 
and surprise that he had given me no additional information 
as to proceedings at Kio Grande, informs me of the dismissal 
of the Sub-Delegate of Tahim and the Inspector of the District^ 



Digitized by 



142 



two functionaries whom Ux. Yeieker has always coni- 
plained, and whose oondnct fonr months ago Senhor Taqnes 
declared praiseworthy, as well as the arrest and prosecution 

of eleven more individuals on cliar<2fes of plundering the 
wreck, and of steps taken to apprehend some accused persons 
who have fled to Monte Video. 

In replying to tliis second note of his Excellency, I have 
freely commented on some of its inconsistencies, and con- 
trasting these newly announced measures with the former 
tieclaratious of Senhor Taques, and showing how they condemn 
past inaction, I have pointed out what more remains to be 
done. I have reminded his Excellency of the serious impu- 
tations against the Justice of the Peace, Senhor Scares ; I 
have pointed out that no reply has been made beyond bare 
assertions to the allegations of snspicioa of murder, the pro- 
bability of which is heightened by the now whaitted enlpable 
neglect of the two chief local functionaries; and I haye 
shown how the duty of compensation follows ftom the ad* 
mission of culpable neglect of officials. 

Kefeiiing your Lordship to tiie correspondence itself I hope 
that my part of it will obtain your approval 

After the long delay which has occurred, and with the 
admission of culpable neglect of officials now made, your 
Lordship may not think it too soon to consider what amount 
of indemnity may fairly be claimed from the Bxasilian Govern- 
ment All that is known as to the plunder, and all the 
circumstances suggesting suspicions of murder, are set forth 
in Mr. Vei*eker's despatches, and the value of the cargo and 
stores was stated by the owner of the vessel, Mr. Stephens, 
in his letter to your Lordship of September 20, 1861. I 
think, with deference to your Lordship, that it would be de- 
sirable to bring this question as soon as possible to a definite 
issue. 

X have &c 
(Signed) W. D. CHRISTIE. 



Enclosure 1 in Ko. 49. 
The Marqm$ of Ahrantes to Mr. Christie. 

Angiut 6; 1882. 

(Translation.) 

I have received the note which, under the date of the 16th 
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instant, Mr. William Duu^^al Christie, &c., Sec, did me the 
honour to addre.ss to me, relative to the (K-eiirreiicea wliich 
arose out of the shipwreck of the English barque " Prince of 

Wales" 

The note in question comprises two points, to which I shall 

duly reply. 

' The first relates? to the circumstance of the return of Her 
Britannic Majesty's Consul and Captain Suuniarez from 
Porto Ale^^'re to Kio Grande, where tlie in<[uiry which was 
ordered to be held was to have taken place, and of their 
having waited from the 8th to the 18th of April, in the latter 
city, without receivuig any communication from the President 
or Chief of Police on the subject ; the result of whieh was Uie 
departure of Captaiii Saumarez for Monte Video, wikli the 
'feeling that he had not heen treated hj those a«ftoffties with 
due consideration and couitesjr. 

The second eonoems the otte lately received hj Ifr. 
Christie from his GoyermiMi^ to declare to that of His 
Majesty the £mpenMr that this question, so full of disagreeable 
incidents, cannot be satisfactorily treated, without the insti- 
tution of a new and complete inquiry, in the presence of a 
British naval officer. 

With reference to the first point, ^Ir. Christie will permit 
me to make a brief explanation of facts, as they have occurred, 
and endeavour to show that the feeling of Captain Saumarez 
as to the w\ant of consideration and courtesy with which he 
thought himself treated by the Brazilian authorities is without 
just cause. 

According to the official conimraiications addressed to the 
Imperial Government, whose authenticity cannut be doubted, 
the English gunboat " Sheldrake" arrived at l*orto Alegre on 
the Gth of A])ril. conveying llvr Britannic ^lajesty's Consul, 
and Captain Saumarez, commanding a frigate which remained 
at anchor outside the Bar at Rio Grande. 

In an interview or conference which they immediately had 
with the President of the Province, the Consul declared to 
the President that Captain Saumarez had come to demand 
fresh inquiries respecting the suspicions of robberies and 
murders committed on the occasion of the shipwreck of the 
b»rque " Prince of Wales," and tiiat he was ready to attend 
and assist the Govemment of the country in this matter. 

To soeh a proposal or demand the President gave the only 
possible reply, that is, tiiat he could not recognise in dtfMa 
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Saumarez any official character authorising liim to take part 
in the proceedings of the provincial autliorities. 

The Consul having on the ioUowing day renewed the same 
pretension, the President did not hesitate to tell him further, 
that hardly had he, the Consul, as natural protector of his 
countrymen, a right to attend the inquiry which was to be held. 

On that day the Consul rejected the President's proposal, 
but on the following he said that he was resolved to take 
p«rt in the inquiry, provided Captain Saumarez were per^ 
mitted to attend '* as a private persoa" 

The Fiesident assented to this request, and, in tlus senses 
sent the necessary orders to the Chief of Police of the Ptovince^ 
when the Consul and Captain Saumarez returned to Bio 
Grande. 

The President assented to this request ; he did not^ how« 

ever, fix the day on which the inquiry was to commence, not 
only because this depended on the Chief of Police, who 
certainly was the most proper person for judging of the best 
opportunity for executing the orders received from the first 
authority in the province, hut because the verification of facts, 
such as those in question, which had occurred in solitary and 
distant parts, is attended by enibarrassnicnts and difficulties 
whicli cannot be overcome so quickl}- as is desired. 

Those embarrassments and difficulties were, I can assure 
Mr. Christie, increased by the presence of the foreign force in 
the port, a force which the public voice. said had come to 
support the claims of the British Consul, and which, arousing 
the susceptibilities of the population, who regarded it as offen- 
sive to the national independence and dignity, would render 
unavailing, if not impossible, the efforts of the authorities, 
because uo one would be ready to give such information as 
he |might possess, it being more probable that from pique 
the fiight of those compromised would be fieu^ilitated. 

AU this being considered, and with a view to arrive, with- 
out alarm or conflicts always to be deplorec^ at the knowledge 
of ike truth of the alleged acts, and of their authors, the 
Chief of Police thought it better to wait for the departure of 
Her Britannic Majesty's vessels from the pori And in fact, 
as soon as that departure took place, the Delegate of Police of 
Eio Grande, in an official letter of the 21st of April, addressed 
the Consul, inviting him to attend in his company the in- 
quiry whidi was to be instituted on tiie 24th, on the coast of 
Albardaa 
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The departure of Captain Saumarez, if he really was de- 
sirous to be present at the investigations which were to take 
place, was not a necessary consequence of the withdrawal of 
Her Britannic M^jest/s ships, which again was not at the 
xequest of the Brazilian authorities. 

And as the said Captain accepted tiie condition of being 
admitted to attend the procec^dings only as a private person, 
it is dear that the Brazilian authority had only to deal. 
ofiScially with the Consul ; for which purpose alone he had' 
informed the latter that the inquiry would commence on 
tiie 24tL 

Now, if the Consul himself, in an oflBcial letter of the 22nd» 
replied to the Delegate that he could not at tliat moment 
accompany him, " hut that, in case his presence should be 
judged essential for the successful result of the inquiries, he 
was to let him know," it appears also clear that the absence 
of Captain Saumarez could cause no surprise to the Brazilian 
authorities, as the Captain, be it remembered, was only, in 
conformity with the previous agreement, to be present as a 
private individual. 

After this explanation, I trust that Mr. Christie will 
believe that there was not the sliglitest want of attention or 
courtesy on the part of the Bmzilian authorities towards 
Captain Saumarez or the Consul, and especially considering 
the answer of the latter, to which I liave alluded. 

In proceeding to treat of the second point of ^Ir. Christie's 
note, — that of a new inquiry, in the presence of an English 
naval officer, in order to justify the Imperial Govern- 
ment's refusal of this pretension of that of Her Britannic 
Mi^esty it wofold be sufficient fbr me to observe to Mr. 
Chnstie, that to do otherwise would be to acknowledge 
the impotency or unfitness of the Justices of the country, and 
flie incapaci^ of the Government itself, amounting, at the 
same time, to the sufferance on its part of the most flagrant 
disrespect of the national sovereignty and dignity. 

The Imperial Government^ as soon as it was informed of 
file nccTivrences arising from the shipwreck of the " Prince of 
Wales," despatched (as Mr. Christie has been informed by this 
Ministerial Department) the most positive and peremptory 
orders to the President of the Province of Sao Pedro do Sul, 
that without loss of time, and without shrinking from the 
employment of all possible means and resources, he was to 
proceed to take all necessary measures in order to discover 

L 
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the truth of the facts complaiiied q( and to cause the pnniah- 

ment of the perpetrators. 

The measures ordered by the Imperial Government have 
been taken ; and if, as Mr. Christie has been already informed 
by this Ministry, from causes peculiar to the locality where 
the shipwreck occurred, and from other circumstances wliich 
may be said to be inseparable from such events, those mea- 
sures have not produced the desired results, it is not less cer- 
tain that the presence of a British naval officer could not 
exercise any beneficial influence. 

The result of the proceedings instituted was the conviction 
of three criminals of robbery, one of whom is in prison, and 
the two others contrived to escape aoiosi the neighbouring 
frontier* 

In a despatch addressed on the let instant to the President 
of the Province, the Imperial Government once more enjoins 
all possible activity in the trial of the prisoner, for the capture 
of those who have fled, and in continuing searches and in- 
quiries for the discovery of other criminals. 

Tf the examinations now proceeding shall be insufficient^ 
if afterwards any suspicion still remains, the Imperial Govern^ 
ment assures Mlt. Christie that it will not hesitate in ordering 
a repetition of examinations and inquiries as often as may be 
necessary, in order that no trace or sign of the crime may re- 
main without the most complete elucidation and examina- 
tion. 

The Imperial Government acknowledges the just founda- 
tion of the anxiety and vigilance of Her Britannic Majesty's 
Minister concerning this subject ; but Mr. Christie cannot but 
admit that no one has a greater interest than the Imperial 
Government, to whom is confided the honourable task of exe- 
cuting the laws of the country, and of directing it in the path 
of progress and civilization, in taking cognizance of crimes 
committed witliin the territory of the empire, and in the 
punishment of the guilty. And again, Mr. Christie must 
admit the Imperial Government would betray their mission, 
and be wanting in their duty to themselves, if they were to 
permit the interference of a foreign authority in the adminis- 
tiation of the justice of the country. 

Li thus replying to Mr. Christie's note, I avail, 

(Signed) THE MARQUIS OF ABRANTES. 
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Eneloeuxe 2 in 49. 
Jfr. OMgtic to ih€ Marquis of A hrantes. 

Bio <U Juum, Aqguat 14» IMfl. 

M. LE Maequis, 

I have had the honour of receiving your note of the 6th 
instant, on the subject of the sliipwreck of the " Frinoe of 
Walea," being an answer to mine of the 16th ultimo. 

I will forward a copy of this note to Her Majesty 's Govern- 
ment whom I feel sue it will greatly disappoint, more 
espedally as no mention la made in it of freih leeults of tiie 
inquiry inatitotedby the Chief of Police in April and VLaj, 
after the second demand of Her Migesty's Govemment con* 
veyed in my note to Senhor Taques of March 17, and after 
tiie visit of Captain Saumarez to Eio Grande do SuL 

That one person had been imprisoned and criminally pro* 
ceeded against for plunder of this wreck, others having 
eecaped by flighty Her Migesty's Govenimcnt have already 
known from the note addressed to me by Senhor Xaquea^ finu 
months ago, on the 19th of April. 

After the investigation made by the Cliief of Police in 
April and May, Her Majesty's Consul learnt witli satisfaction, 
on what seemed to be good authority, that evidence had been 
obtained against several other individuals who w^ere to be pro- 
secuted ; that the Sub-Delegate of Tahim, D. F. Gon<;alve3, 
had been dismissed for his culpable negligence in connexion 
with the shipwreck, and that F. J. da Silveira, the Inspector 
of the district, whose conduct appears to have been even uio:e 
culpable than the others^ had been also removed and would 
be prosecuted. Ihe remoTal of the Snb-Delegate of TaMm 
was positively mentioned in the newspapers. Yonr Excel* 
lency's note gives me no information whatever on these 
mattem; and if the two fdnctionaries referred to, or either of 
them, have been dismissed, yonr ExceUem^ does not claim 
for the Brazilian Government the credit of this proof of their 
4e8]re to do what is right on this painful question. 

I regret that your Excellency sees no discourtesy to Captain 
Saumarez, in keeping him waiting eight or ten days at Eio 
Grande, without the slightest information as to the time of an 
inquiry, which the President of Porto Alegre had promised 
should be held immediately, at which it had been agreed that 
he sliould attend unoflficially, to be present at whicii had been 
the special object of his coming away from Monte Video and 
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from his oidinary duties near the Adndni^ and wbich it now 
appears was being designedly postponed by the Chief of 
Police, without one word said on the matter to Her Majesty's 
Consul or to Captain Saumarez, until the' departure of i^e ' 
two English men-of-war. One of them, ^e ** Oberon," had 
Inought Captain Saumarez from Monte Video, to outside tibe 
bar <tf Bio Giande, being a yessel of sixe suitable to his naval 
xuik. But as the Oberon" was of too great draught to cross 
tiie bar, tiie gunboat Sheldrake " had accompanied her, in 
order to take Captain Saumarez into port, and afterwards to 
Porto Alogra ITour Excellency must strangely misconceive 
what is due to an officer of the rank of Captain Saumarez if 
you think that it could ever have entered his head without 
suggestion (and yon say that no such suggestion was made) 
to return to Monte Video otherwise than in a man-of-war. 
The Chief of Police, therefore, was silently waiting, according 
to your Excellency's account, to hold an inquiry at which 
the unofficial piesence of Captain Saumarez was expected, 
for a contingency incompatible with his presence. 

Permit me further to express my regret at learning, on the 
high authority of your Excellency, that a Brazilian popula- 
tion was likely to forget patriotism and humanity, and to 
obstruct justice, in a question involving many British lives, 
much British property, and the honour of their province and 
country, because of the presence of a British naval officer in 
a gunboat, carr}'ing one gun, in the port of Kio Grande. 

Your Excellency mentions that I have already been in- 
formed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs that certain per- 
emptory and precise instructions had been sent to the Pre- 
sident of the Province, as soon as the Imperial Government 
were inlbrmed of this shipwreck and its lamentable circum- 
stances. I hsTO to state that in the note of Senhor Taquea^ 
of April 19, the only previous note received by this Legation 
from your Excellency's office on this subject, it is only said 
that these instructions were given after the receipt of Mr. 
Baallie's note of October 27. But tiie wreck had occurred 
nearly five months before, in the beginning of June. 

And this leads me to mention tmit it has been stated hv 
Senhor Taques, in his Relatorio of May 13, and in a speeda 
made by him in the Chamber of Deputies on the 7th of July, 
that such instructions were sent to the President of the Pro- 
vince immediately after receipt of the news of the wreck. 
No correspondence on this suliject having been publiidied 
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with the Belatorio, it would be gratifyiiig to Her Majesty's 
Government to be assured by your jSxoellency that Senbor 
tCaques did not do bimsdf or tiie Braolian Govemknent full 
justice in bis note to me of April 19. 

I will call your Excellency's attention to a further state- 
ment in the speech of Senhor Taques of J uly 7. He says 
that, not considering the information sent him hy tlie Presi- 
dent of the Province satisfactory, viz., the information sent 
after the inquiries made in consequence of the demand of Mr. 
Baillie of October 27, he ordered fresh investigations to be 
made by the Chief of Police in person ; that when these 
(Mcders reached Porto Alegre, the Chief of Police was absent 
near the frontier, and that it w as necessary to wait for his 
return ; and that in the meantime, a note was received from 
the Britisli Legation, stating that Her Majesty's Government 
was not satisfied, and mentioning that a naval officer would 
be sent to Pio Grande. This was m}'' note of March 17. I 
think that tliere must be some confusion in this statement, 
and that the instructions said by Senhor Taques to have been 
previously sent, because he was not himself satisfied with the 
information received from the President of the Province, must 
be the instructions which were sent after the receipt of my 
note of ^ larch 17. The correspondence which would have 
cleared up the matter not having been publislied, I should 
feel obliged if your Excellency would inform me, for 
the information of Her ^lajesty's Government, whether 
there is any mistake in this part of the speech of Seuhor 
Taques. 

It is my intention to forward by the next French steamer 
to ller Majesty's Government your Excellency's note of the 
6th instant, and to send with it a full report of aU that is 
known to me in connexion with this lamentable eyent now 
almost of old date, for it occnxred fourteen months ago ; and 
if your Excellency should desire to give any explanations on 
any of the points I have now mentianec^ you will perhaps 
find it possible to fitvour me with them before the departure 
of the IWch steamer on the 25th. 

I have, &C. 
(Signed) W. D. CHRISIIE. 
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Endosaie 3 in Na 49. 
MargwU of AhranUi to Mr, Christie. 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Rio de Janein^ 

Aogiut 16; isea. 

(TranelatioiL) 

I hasten to acknowledge the receipt of the note of the 14th 
instant, sent me by Mr. W. D. Christie, &c., on the subject of 
the wreck of the English barque " Prince of Wales," on the 
coast of Albaidao in the Province of Eio Grande do SuL 

To meet the uigent wishes of Mr. Christie to be accurately 
informed on certain points in connexion mth this deplorable 
event» in order to bo able to forward these explanations to his 
Government by tlie steamer of the 25th, I will recapitulate 
the propositions of Mr. Christie's note^ with suitable ezplansr 
tions and detailed answers. 

lSh\ Christie begins by stating that the contents of my note 
of the 6th will not satisfy his Government, chiefly as there 
does not appear from it to be any new result of the inquest 
held by the Chief of Police of the province of Sao Pedro in 
April and ^fay of the present year ; the fact being that the 
iiihnniation that three individuals had been criminally pro- 
ceeded against for theft, of whom one was taken into custody, 
and the other had escaped, had been before communicated to 
Her Britannic Majesty's Legation by my note of April 9. 

In pointing out to Mr. Christie that when I wrote my last 
note to him I could not possibly tell him any more than 
what was officially known to the Imperial Government, and 
when I add tliat the re|>etition of the information alluded to, 
of the proceedings against the three aforesaid individuals, 
arose from the recapitiJation of the information contained in 
the said note, I think I have answered the hrst proposition. 

Mr. Christie observes that in my last note he was not 
informed of the dismissal of the Sub-Delegate D. F. Gon^alyes^ 
and of the Inspector F. J. d'Oliveira^ for cnlpable neglect of 
duty, nor of the proo£s collected against various other peisons 
impHcated in the crime of theft^ and that the Imperial Govem- 
ment mi^t have ayaaled themselves of the opportonity to 
claim from that of Her Britannic Miyesty the credit which 
would be due to this proof of their desiie to do justice in this 
deplorable matter. 

On (Ms head I will say frankly to Mi, Christie that the 
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Imperial Government, conscious of its own r\ffht, and more 
zealous in the fulfilment of its own important obli<,Mtions and 
the requirements of justice than in seekinj^ after the good 
opinion of any (other) Government, although much respect- 
ing it and wishing to deserve it, preferred to employ suitable 
means to arrive at a knowled;^^e uf the whole tmth of the facts, 
reserving to itself the right of communicating at ouce the iinal 
result to Her Majesty's Government 

It was {or this reason tliat I omitted to embody in my last 
note, either the circumstance of the dismissal of the Sub- 
Delegate and the Inspector, or that of the proofs collected 
against various individuals implicated in the crime of theft, 
as I thought that the assurances were sufficient which I gave 
to Mr. Christie, that the Imperial Government was deeply 
interested in bringing to light all the truth of the affair, and 
consequently disposed to try all possible means in order that 
any suaptdon or trace of crime should have full investigation 
Mid exMninatioiL 

Mr. Christie next ohaerm that he is aony that I do nel 
think with him that there was disoomtesy and want of 
cottrideration on the part of the President and CSuef of Police 
of the Pkovince in tiieir treatment of Captain Sanmarez, in 
making him wait eight or ten days in the city of Bio Grande, 
wheieaSy aocoiding to the promise of the President^ the inqnest 
shonld have commenced immediately ; and besides thi^ in 
the Chief of Police pnxposely delaying the said inquest^ with- 
out the least warning to the Captain, until the two English 
ships of war should be gone ; the commencement of the in- 
quest, in which the Captain was to assist in an xmoffidal 
capacity, thus being made dependent on a contingency incom- 
patible with his presence. 

As to this third paragraph of Mr. Christie's note, I must 
refer to my last note of the 6th instant, and repeat what 
I then said, as I think that the considerations now urged by 
Mr. Christie, beside the deference which they merits cannot 
alter the truth of facts which have taken plaoa 

The day for the commencement of the inquest was not 
definitively fixed, not only because no such fixing appears 
in the official documents now before the Imperial Govern- 
ment, in which all the incidents of the visit of Captain 
Saumarez to the capital of the province are minutely and 
laithfuUy narrated ; but also because this postponement may 
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have a natural and easy explanation in the serious obstaclos 
against which the Brazilian authorities had to struggle, both 
on account of the i)Opulation of Albardao being very much 
scattered, and the state of mistrust and cautiousness which 
probably prevails amongst the inhabitants of the district, 
among whom there may be guilty ones, on account of the 
proceedings which the authorities were going to hold ; above 
all, if the greatest discretion and reserve had not been prac- 
tised, as much in overcoming the great distances which had 
to be traversed, and the facilities for escape of the criminals 
by the neighbouring frontier ; as by duly considering the 
excitement produced in the public mind by the presence of 
the English ships of war, which might have done more than 
all towards delaying or neutralizing the exertions of tlie 
authorities. 

Thus then as to this part of Mr. Ghriatie's note, I musty 
although very disagreeable to me to be of a different opinion 
to him, insist on the explanations given in my note of the 
6th instant^ adding tha^ although not nndeistauding the 
absolute incompatibility of the presence of Captain Saumaiec 
with the withdiawal of the diipa of Her Majesty, I especially 
consider the attention paid by causing Captain Saumarez to 
be present in a strictly private character at the inquest which 
was to take place, and I regret this occurrence, seeing what 
importance Mr. Christie attaches to it 

I can, however, assure Mr. Christie that the absence of 
that officer, if not advantageous, at least did not in any way 
prejudice the court of justice, nor the zeal and care of the 
authorities. 

The fourth paragraph of Mr. Christie's note is directed to 
showing the regret that he experienced in learning that a 
Brazilian population could so far regret its sentiments of 
patriotism and humanily, as well as . respect for the honour 
of the province and their countiy, as to place obstacles in the 
way of the course of justice in a question involving many 
lives, and property of British subjects, and this from the 
presence of an officer of the £ngiish navy, and a gunboat 
of one gun ! 

If I feel regret at having thus involuntarily caused sorrow 
to Mr. Christie, nevertheless I cannot help expressing to him 
the surprise that I felt at seeing that he did not understand 
that the slightest sign from a powerful nation is enough to 
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enssaiB the respect it merit^ and to awaken, in certain caaea^ 
the just sympathy of other nations 

I heg leave, on this point, to differ with Ml Christie^ 
it being my inward conviction that» in most cases, the pa- 
triotism least prized penetrates the masses of the population 
with sentiments of justice and humanity, which* to leave the 
impress of loyalty and sincerity, must be spontaneous, and 
exempt from all coercion and violenca 

Mr. Christie takes into consideration that I, in my note 
of the 6th, and my predecessor in his Relatoiio and in the 
Chamber of Deputies on the 7th of July, said that the 
Imperial Government would forward peremptory and final 
instructions to the President of the province of Rio Grande 
do Sul, on being informed of the lamentable occurrence ; 
"^rhile from the note of the ^liuistiy of April 19, it would be 
inferred that the instructions to the President were given 
after the receipt of the note of Her Britannic Majesty's 
Legation of October 27 of last year, about five months after 
the wreck. 

,Mr. Christie is badly informed in this respect. Tlie Im- 
perial Government first had iiifurmation of the wreck from 
officials of the President of the Province of Pio Grande on 
July 3 to 11 ; they immediately, on the 10th of August, 
despatched to the President the most positive and stringent 
orders, and the most express directions, that in a case of this 
grave nature the authorities should proceed with the greater 
circumspection, and with all Zealand carefulness. 

On receiving Mr. Baillie's note of the 27th of October, the 
Imperial Goveniment merely informed the President, repeat- 
ing the orders and instructions before sent to him. 

Mr. Christie proceeds with reference to what my prede- 
cessor said in the Chamber of Deputies on July 7, viz., that 
not considering the proceedings of the President satisfactory, 
more especially those relating to Hie inquest held in conse* 
qnence of the note of the British Legation of the 27th of 
October, he had sent him instructions to the effect tlutt the 
Chief of Police should personally conduct new investigation& 

And since this discussion tallied with the time of receipt 
pf a ftesh note from the British Legation of March 17 last, 
which set forth that Her Majesty's Qovemment were not 
satisfied with the proceedings, I ask Mr. Christie whether 
those orders of my predecessor might not have been in conse- 
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quenoe of bis note of Maich 17. It appears to me that there 
is a prevailing idea in the mind of Mr. Christie, that but for 
the intervention and persistency of the Britiah L^getbii, 
nothing effectual would be dona 

Protesting against the inference of injustice on our pait^ 
and opposing to it the incontestable proof of facts, I beg leave 
to give them in detail 

The President of Kio Grande do Sul, on December 10 of 
last year, brought to the notice of the Imperial Government 
the proceedings of the authorities of the Province with reference 
to the instructions given to it. 

These not appearing sufficient, the Imperial Government 
sent to the Presidcut the despatch of December 26th, con- 
taining instructions for fresh and energetic investigations, 
and authorizing him to spare no exertion or expense in order 
to arrive at the truth» and discover any persons who might 
be guilty. 

Thus Mr. Christie's note had no effect on the mind of the 
Imperial Government with reference to the duty of obeying 
the call of justice or the promptings of humanity. 

And the Imperial Government merely transmitted a copy 
of this note to the President of Rio Grande, renewing the 
orders and instructions contained in the despatch of Decem- 
ber 24, and I must acquaint Mr. Christie of the fact that 
these orders and instructions were subsequently repeated 
with stress, in my despatches to the President of Kio Grande 
of April 22 and 30, May 11, June 14, and July 1 last. 

I think I have given as lucid an answer as possible to each 
of the propositions of Mr. Christie's note, thus having enabled 
him to furnish his Government with the explanations he 
wishes. I will not, however, conclude without informing 
Mr. Christie that, on the day on which I received his note to 
which this is an answer, I also received a despatch from the 
Ftesident of Bio Grande of the 81st of last month, from 
which it appears that the investigations and inquests to be 
held by the anthorities have been concluded, resulting in the 
conviction of eleven persons for robbery, who were inmie- 
diately committed to prison ; and that the Police Delegate of 
the district was engaged in tracking several of the ctupritfl^ 
who were supposed to have escaped to the adjoining States 
with a view to the Imperial Government demanding their 
extradition. 
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In ttsming Mr. OhriMie that the Imperial Govenunflai^ ai 
Wldli in the wish to fulfil its duties aa for its own credit 
and that of the country at laige, will keep in si^t this grave 
•ffiur, and will not shrink from their dul7 of doing justice 
and serving the cause of hunuinity, I avail, ice. 

(Signed) THE MARQUIS Of ABRAI^TEa 



Enclosure 4 in Na 49* 
Mr. ChrisiU to the Marquis of AbranUes, 

Rio de Janeiro^ August 22, 1862. 

M. LE Marquis, 

I have received your Excellency's note of 16th instant on 
the affair of the wreck of the "Prince of Wales," whicli is so 
far satisfactory that it informs me of the removal of the Sub- 
Delegate Delfim Francisco Gon9alves and the Inspector 
Faustino Jose d'Oliveira for culpable neglect of duty ; of the 
imprisonment of eleven more individuals who are to he tried 
for the plunder of the wreck ; and of the prosecution of 
inquiry about others who have fled into Montevidean territory 
with a view to demand their extraditioiL 

Your Excellency says that you could not have given me 
any of the additional information in your note of the 6th, 
as at that time you were not officially cognizant of any part 
of it ; and though it might cause me some surprise to learn 
that what was published in the Kio newspapers, and known 
to me from our Consul in the first days of June, should not 
have been of&cially known to your Excellency two months 
later, I could have no difficulty in admitting that you could 
not tell me officially what officially you did not know.. But 
a little further on in your note your Excellency mentions a 
different reason for not having given me on the 6th any 
additional information, and that ia^that being more anxious 
to do your duty in this matter tiian to let Her Majesty's 
Qovemment know that you were doing it, you were keeping 
back your additional imormadon till you could furnish me 
later with a complete and final statement There is an 
obvious discrepancy between your Excellency's two state- 
ments, and Her Majesty's Government, on receipt of your 
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last note, will be at a loaa to know whetlier additional infer- 
mation waa not before given me because yon conld not give 
it, or because you did not care to be in a hurry to do so. 

I baye no desire to prolong a discussion on the minor 
point of want of courtesy to Captain Sanmarez, and will quit 
that subject with the remark that if the Chief of Police 
was waiting, without saying a word to Captain Sanmarez 
or the Consul, to hold an inquiry at which Captain Sanmarez 
was to be present, for the depai-ture of the two vessels which 
had brought him to Bio Ch aiide, and were remaining there 
only to cany him back, this conduct shows such a want 
of perception and i^^norance of propriety that the Chief of 
Police may certainly be acquitted of uncivil intentions. 

To your Excellency's observ^ations on menaces and patriot- 
ism I will very briefly reply that it passes my understanding 
to comprehend how any menace could be seen in the j)reseiice 
of the two small vessels which had brought Captain Saumarez 
to Rio Grande, and how any patriotism worthy of the name, 
could be diverted by that circumstance to the shelter of crim- 
inals charged with foul deeds, whose impunity would be the 
shame of Brazil. 

I had hoped that your ExceUency would have treated this 
idea of menace with the same scorn with which the worthy 
late Minister of Justice repudiated it in the Chamber of 
Deputies. "What!" exclainuid M, Sayao Lobato, " could a 
single gunboat frighten and alai*m the spiiited Proviuce of 
Kio Grande do Sul ! " 

On one and the same day (the 17th March) I wrote to the 
English Admiral at Monte Video, requesting him to send a 
naval officer to cooperate with the Consul at Rio Grande, and 
to your predecessor Senhor Taques, informing him of the 
request which I had addressed to the AdmiraX and offering 
the cooperation of a naval officer with the Brazilian anthor- 
ities if the latter chose to accept it Is it not strange that 
the I^resident of the Province had not received direct front 
Bio one word of information from Senhor Taques as to the 
probable visit of an English naval officer^ while Captain 
Sanmarez had had time to reach Porto Alegre, having been 
sent by the Admiral from Monte Video after receipt of my 
letter of March 17th I 

It mnst be for Senhor Taqnes to explain why he did not 
hasten to give notice and instmctions to the President, that 
he might have taken measures to prepare the sensitive mindft 
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of his FroTincc, and guard against unfortunate consequeneefr 
of an extiaoidinaiy suscaptibiiity by timely explanations. 

I am happy to know that Senhor Taques sent full and 
peremptory instructions to the President of the Province on the 
10th August, of which those Bent after the receipt of Mr.* 
Baiilie's note of 27th October were merely a repetition ; hut 
I am not convinced that the instructions which Senhor Taques 
is reported to have spoken of as sent before the receipt of my 
note of 17th March were not those which he sent after re- 
ceiNdng that note. 

Your Excellency says that my prevailing idea seems to be 
that nothing would have been done in this matter but for the 
pressure of tlie British Legation You will be good enough 
to remember that besides the action of the British Legation, 
Her Majesty's zealous Consul at Kio Grande has from first to . 
last been constantly urging the local authorities. At the 
end of fourteen months your Excellency announces to me 
the dismissal of two local functionaries for culpable neglect 
of duty, and the prosecution of eleven newly suspected 
individuals ; and steps taken to recover some of the culprits 
who had lied to Monte Video. Wliy were not these measui'es 
sooner taken ? Four montlis ago, when Senhor Taques last 
wrote to me, only one person had been arrested, and no 
evidence had been found against him ; and Senhor Ta([uea 
declared that there was nothing to show that the two func- 
tionaries who have been dismissed were blameable. Is 
it strange that I should have the opinion that but for the 
laudable and persevering efforts of the Consul and the 
demands of this Legation made by order of Her Migesty's 
Government, notlung would have been done ? 

Four months ago Senhor Taques wrote to me that the local 
functionaries had all done their duty, and confidently called 
on me to own that they had done everything in their power. 
In his " Kelatorio " of the 13th May, Senlior Taques published 
a glowing eulogium on the President of the Province, who he 
says has acted in this matter with the greatest zeal, judg- 
ment, and propriety. Wliat is the worth of these statements 
after the announcement tardily made to me in your Excel- 
lency's last note ? 

There is a third local functionary, the Justice of the Peace, 
Bento Yenancio Soares, whose conduct exposed him to grave 
suspicions of connivance. It is true that Senhor Taq nes ssid 
to me in his note of the 19th April that he ooula not see^ 
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any fault in Senlior Scares ; but after what he said of the 
other gentleman now dismissed, his testimony to character 
cannot be thought of much valua The Imperial Grovem- 
ment are bound to show that Senhor Soaies ia iifnooffi^ or 
disgrace him. 

The painful circumstances attendant on this wreck have 
not only shown that the cargo was heartlessly plundererd, 
but have suggested grave suspicions of foul deeds on persona 
shipwrecked. Senhor Taqiies stated in his note of the 1 9th 
April that there was nothing to justify a suspicion of 
assassination. He had made a similar statement in the 
** Relatorio." Not one particle of proof or argument accom- 
panying these statements, you will excuse me for not 
assigning to them more value than belongs to other state- 
ments of Senhor Taques, which subsequent events have 
proved valueless. Your Excellency lately mentione d to me 
that as regards the suspicions of assassination the Braziliaa 
GoYemment had a clear oonscieiiceL It is my duty to state 
toyaar Excellency that mere aaeertioii is no answer to the 
pienunptions of mnider which baye been brought to the 
BOtioe of the Imperial Government 

• You bave now dismissed two local f nnotionaiies for culpable 
neglect of duty. While ihey were cul|MtblT dilatoiy and 
absent^ mniden might have been conmutted by that tmie- 
struned savage population of plnnderers. 

Senhor Taques stated in bis note of the 19ih April, in 
answer to a suggestion of Her Majest/s Government fat 
compensation, that while the authoritieR did their duty the 
Braiolian Government could not be made responsible for 
acts of the population. The admission now made of culpable 
neglect of the two chief local functionaries renders it im- 
possible for the Imperial Government to persist in letmng 
to entertain the idea of compensation. 

On the day on which I received your Excellency's note of 
the 16th, the French steamer brought me fresh despatches 
and instructions from Earl EusselL 

I have been instructed to say that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment have received with great regret the unsatisfactory 
reports of the progress of this grave question which were in 
their hands on the 23rd July, and that they will continue to 
hold the Brazilian Government responsible for ascertaining 
all the facts of the case, and for the full and impartial 
execution of justice. Not knowing. that two local function* 
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aries baye been declared gailty of eulpable neglect^ bat 
having before them only the praises given by Senhor Taqves 
to all the officials concerned. Her Majesty's Govenunfiiit 

instruct me to say that it is in any case clear that a crime 
has been conmiitted which reflects little credit on Braziliaii 
civilisation, and that they hope that the Brazilian Govern- 
ment will wish to do all in their power for redeeming the 
honour of Brazil by compensation to the sufferers. 

I need not after this say how deep an interest is felt by 
Her Majesty's Government in this question. The trials of 
those imprisoned on suspicion will, I hope, be vigorously pro- 
secuted. The effoiis begun for apprehending the fugitives in 
Monte Video will, I hope, be continued. Her Majesty's 
Government look to that of Brazil for satisfactory answers as 
to the conduct of the Justice of the Peace, Scares, and the 
suspicions of murder. Your Excellency must admit that the 
earlier failures of justice during twelve months need explana- 
tion, and I trust that your Excellency, notwithstanding your 
comparative indifference to the knowledge and appreciation 
by another Government of your good deeds, will feel it right 
henceforth to give nie early information of every important 
incident in the development of this question, about which, as 
it concerns the fate of British citizens, to say nothing of 
British property. Her Majesty's Govermnejit^ asin duty bound, 
are deeply interested. 

I avaOy kc, 

(Signed) W. D. CHEISTIE. 



Na 50. 

Mr. Chrittie to Earl Bus8ell.'-~fSeewoed Septemiar 22. ) 

Bio de Jaaeiro, Aagast 28, 1862. 

My Lord, 

With reference to your Lordship's despatch of March 14, 
instructing me to apply, if I shoiild think it right, to the 
Brazilian Government for the payment of certain expenses 
which have been paid by Mr. Consul Vereker, amounting to 
^£^32 Is. Id, for holding inquests on the bodies found after 
the wreck of the " Prince of Wales," and for their interment^ 
I have the honour to enclose a copy of a note which, after 
receiving further information on the subject from Mr. Verekei^ 
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I addressed on the 19ih July to the Maiquis of Abiantes, and 
to which I have aa yet leoeived no leply. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) W. D. CHBISTIE. 



Enclosure in Ko. 50. 
Mr, Chrisiie to ths Marqm$ ofAhrantet, 

Bio de Janeiro^ July 19, 1862. 

M. le Marquis, 

Her Majesty's Consul at Rio Grando do Sul has made 
known to Her Majesty's Govennnent that he lias been 
recjuired to disluirse 314« milrcis for the expenses of burial of 
persons wrecked in the "Prince of Wales," and of the inquest 
held upon them, the local authorities having refused to defray 
these chavLres. It appears to Her Majesty's Government that 
these expenses should fixU on the Brazilian Govi'.rnmeut ; 
Her Majesty's Consul having' interfered in consecpience of 
the neglect and misconduct of the local authorities, whose 
obvious duty it was to hold an inquest and g\\e decent 
burial to the wrecked. I enclose an account in detail of 
the expenditure which has been imposed on Her Majesty's 
Consul. 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) W. D. CHRISTIE. 



No. 51. 

The Seentary to the Admiralty to Mr. Layard. — (Reedved 

October 6.) 

Admiralty, Oetober 4, 1992, 

Sm, 

With reference to my letter of the 3rd ultimo, I am com- 
manded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admirally to 
transmit herewith, for the information of Earl KusseU, a copy 
of a further letter, dated the 8th September, from Bear- 
Admiral Warren, with its enclosures in original, respecting 
the collision between certain officers of the " Forte " and a 
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party of Brazilian police in the neighbourhood of Rio de 
Janeiro. 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) ' W. G. EOAIAINK 



Enclosure 1 in No. 51. 
Rear-'Admiral Warren to the Searetary to the AdrndraUif. 

<* Forte," £io de Janeiro^ September 8, 1862. 

My Lord, 

AVitli reference to my letter of the 6th ultimo, enclosing, 
for' their Lordship's information, the correspondence relative 
to the collision which took place on the 17th June between 
three officers of the " Forte " and a police detachment 
stationed on the Tijuca Hill, I have now the honour to for- 
ward the depositions made by the police to the Brazilian 
authorities, and the reply of the oilicers thereto ; as also the 
answer of Mr. Christie, Ifer Majesty's Minister, to my letter 
of the 4th instant, inqiurin^ how the business now stands, 
after his having submitted the ofiicers' rejoinder to the Minis- 
ter for Foreign Alluirs. 

2. Mr. Christie is of opinion with myself that the violence 
used by the pohce is most inexcusable, as is also the assump- 
tion of the Chief of Police that the officers were intoxicated, 
and acting upon such assumption, when it appears that the 
accusation of their being in liquor was an after-thought and 
not mentioned in the charges at first made. 

3 Her Majest/s Minister and myself are further of opinion 
tliat the dismissal of the officer in command of the detachment, 
ihe disrating of the non-commissioned officer who played so 
eonspicnons a pai-t in the uncalled-for violence of the police, 
and the retraetation of the Chief of Police of his assumption of 
the intoxication of these officeis, is the veiy least amends the 
Brazilian Government ought to offer for the outrage. 

I have, &c* 
(Signed) mCHD. L. WABBEN. 



Kn closure 2 in No. 51. 
Deyositions of the Brazilian Police. 
[See Enclosure 1 in No. 48. J 

51 
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JBaokxroie 3 in No. 51. 

Messrs. Ckmenger, PringU, and Honiby to Rear-admiral 
Warren.— (A u^ioit 16, 1862.) 

[See EndoBUie 2 in No. 48.] 



EnelosuM 4 in Na 51. 

Mr, Christie to Eear'Admiral Warren* 

Bio d« JintiitH Septemlw 5th, 189$, 

Sn, 

In reply to your letter of yesterday I beg to inform yon 
that I hare not yet reoeived any answer to the note which 
you have seen, and which I addressed on the 19th nit to t^ 
Manjuis of Abiantes, after oonfening with yon on the whole 
question of the ill-treatment of the tiiree officers of Her 
Majes^'s ship " Forta" 

I forwarded a copy ai this note to Earl Bussell by the last 
French steamer. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) 'W. D. CHBISXIE. 



No. 52. 

Earl EusM to Mr. ChHdU, 

Foreign Office, October 8, 1802. 

Snt, 

Her Majesty's Government have had under their considei-a- 
tion your despatcli of the 23rd of August and its enclosures, 
reporting the recent steps taken by the Brazilian Government 
in the matter of the wreck of the British ship " Prince of 
Wales/' 

This wreck, which is supposed to have occurred on the 6th 
or 7th of June of last year, was first heard of by Her 
Majesty's Consul at Bio Grande do Sul on the 13th of that 
month through Seuhor Bento Venancio Soares, a magistrate 
of the district of Albardao, who had stated in conversation 
that some bodies had been washed on shore near his house, 
but professed to have no knowledge of a wreck. 

Subsequent inquiries, however, induced Her Mfgesty*s 
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Constil to fitlspect that a British ship had been wrecked, ami 
be consequently left on the following day for the coast of 
Albaidao with the Municipal Judge and a small Customs 
guard, and arrived at the house of Senhor Bouto Soares, 
where they were received with most evident reluctance by 
his daughter, her father having left before their arrival 

£arly the following morning, the party visited the scene of 
the wreck and found the shore strewn with its relics and 
with parts of the cargo, such as casks, ban'ds, seamen's 
trunks, &c., some of which had evidently been dashed to 
pieces on the beach, but others of which had as evidently 
been very recently broken open and phmdored of their 
contents. The linings of some of the trunks were quite dry, 
as if they had been safely brought on shore in boats. 

Ten bodies were stated to have been discovered, some of 
them a long way from the beach, but no money or watches 
were forthcoming. Property from the wreck, uninjured by 
water, was found in the house of S(^nlior Bento So.ares. 

No inquest having been held on the bodies by the Sub- 
Delegate of the district, Mr. VerekcT ja'oposcd to view tliem ; 
but tins was strongly objected to in a most suspicious manner 
by the Inspector of the District, who was met with ou the 
shore accompanied by an armed force. 

Mr. Vereker then returned to Rio Grande and applied for 
assistance to convey the ten bodies thither for inquest and 
burial The assistance was given (though Mr. Vereker had 
to defmy all expenses), but only four of the ten bodies arrived 
at Rio Grande. 

Inquests were subsequently held on the bodies at Rio 
Grande and on those at Albardao, at the latter place by Sul> 
Delegate Goncalvcs, now disgraced, assisted by the brother- 
in-law of Senhor Scares, Senhor Pereira de Sousa, wlio is said 
to have headed a party of plunderers of the wreck. One 
body only was disinterred, the others were found unburied, 
and in an advanced state of decomposition. The verdict on 
all was, in effect, "Found drowned," though there were most 
suspicious circumstances attending the discovery of some of 
them, stripped of their clothes, and far beyond the reach of 
the tide at high water. 

After repeated and earnest applications from Mv. Vereker 
for a searching inquiry, he at length heard, on the 18th of 
September, that one man had been convicted of being in 
possession of property stolen from the wreck. The President 

M 2 
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of the Province stated at the same time that the ddef ciilpriti 
had fled, and he pl^ed the great difficnlly of indacing the 
inhabitants to give any evidence at aU in the case. Later 
on, in Decemtor, the same reasons were pleaded for the 
nnsuocessful resnlt of a further inquir} , and althoi^h it has 
been admitted from the first that the wieck vras plundered, 
It was not until August of this year, fourteen months after the 
wreck occurred, that the Brazilian Government stated that 
upon further inquiry two of their officials* whose conduct 
they had previously praised, had been dismissed, and that 
eleven persons were being prosecuted for plundering the 
wreck. For the credit o£ the Brazilian Oovemment and 
nation, Senhor Bento Scares should also be put on his trial, 
and, if found gnUty, should be most severely punished. 

The Brazilian Government are good enough to add, that 
they have quite satisfied themselves that none of the crew 
of the vessel were murdered Her Majesty's Government 
are by no means satisfied of this ; but it is a question which 
could only have been set at rest by an immediate inquest on 
all the bodies of the crew, and by a prompt and searching 
investigation on the spot, and it is to be feared that the 
mystery attending the fate of these imfortunate men cannot 
now be cleared up. 

But the time is come when Her Majesty's Government 
must ask compensation for the plundering of the wreck 
and of the bodies, and they must look for this compensation 
to the Brazilian Grovemment, as being responsible for the 
losses occasioned by tlie culpable proceedings of their 
authorities, whose guilt they have at length discovered and 
admitted 

I have therefore to instruct you to demand from the 
Brazilian Government compensation for the losses that have 
been occasioned to the owner of the Prince of Wales " by 
the wholesale plunder of the wreck and crew. Mr. Stephens 
claims for cargo and stores, 5,500/. ; for freight, 1,025Z. 19s. ; 
in all, 6,525/. 195. But this claim is not at present sustained 
by any sufficient evidence ; and it would be incumbent on 
Mr. Stephens to produce a ])roperly certified estimate of tlie 
value of the cargo and stores ; and if any demand is to V»e 
made for personal property belonging to any passenger on 
board, pro]ier evidence on this point must lie adduced. 

But on tlie Brazilian Government admitting the principle, 
Her Majesty's Government are prepared to accept a fair 
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arbitiatioir on the question as to the actual amount of 
eompensation to be made, and they will leave the same 
arbiter or arbiters to detennine the amoant of the com- 
pensation to be made to relatives of tlie people on board 
whose bodies were stripped and phmdered. 

At the same time Her Majesty's Government, having 
regard to the extraordinary delay and procrastination of 
the Brazilian authorities in the investigation of this grave 
matter, must insist that any such arbitration shall be set 
on foot without loss of time, and shall be conducted with 
fkH possible speed to an issua 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) BUSSELL 



No. 53. 
£arl Russell to Mr. ChrisHe, 

i'oieiga Office^ October 8, 1862. 

Sir, 

Her Majesty's Govemiiient have read with great regret 
your despatches of the 7th and 23rd of xVugust, reporting 
the serious outrage coiiiniitted on the 17th of June by a 
Brazilian police-guard on three oihcers of Her Mggesty's ship 
« Forte/' 

. Her Majest3^s Govevnment liave carefully considered the 
depositions and evidence taken in tliis case, and they can 
come to no other conclusion but that the version given by 
the three officers is true, and that the defence set up by the 
Brazilians is unworthy of credit. 

The officers state that, having obtained leave to go out on 
a pleasure excursion, they dined temperately at an hotel on 
the Tijuca Hill, and w^re hurrying back to catch the omnibus 
for Rio when tliey passed the sentry of the guard-house at 
Tijuca ; that Mr. Clemenger, the cliaplain, who was in 
advance with 'Mr. Hornby, w^as approached by the sentry ; 
and that he liad scarcely time to ask, in Spanish, what the 
sentry w^anted before he was istruck by the butt of the 
sentry's musket and stabbed at with his bayonet ; that the 
sentry at the same time called out the guard, who rushed 
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upon the Uiree offiers, and after much violence drove them 
into the guaid-house, lieutenant Pringle alone having made 
any resistanoe whatever to the bmtal violence that was used 
against them ; that on being lodged in the guard-house pri- 
son they asked to see the officer of the guard, who, after tha^ 
lapse of ten minutes or a quarter of an hour, made his appear- 
ance for tlie first time ; that they immediately gave on paper 
their full names and rank, first direct to the officer, and 
secondly through an interpreter, and wrote to their Captain 
and to the British Consul to inform them of their position, 
but these letters, it appeals^ were withheld, and not forwarded 
to their destination. 

That two of the party were confined for the night 
in a room called the "refectory" and the third in 
the prison, and that, on the following morning they 
were ignomiuiously marched on foot guarded by an 
escort (though they offered to pay for a conveyance) to the 
city police court at Eio, where they again wrote out their 
names and rank. 

That they were then put into a filthy prison among crimi- 
nals of the lowest class, the prison official admitting that he 
was aware that tliey were British oilicers ; and that after the 
lapse of two hours, and at the intercession of tlie British 
Consul, with wliom they had managed to commmiicate, they 
were removed into a less dirty prison, and subsequently to 
the police barracks, where at last they were civilly treatedL 

I^t at half-past eleven on the following morning they 
wereieleasedby a written order of the Ch:V if the Police, no 
reasons being given for their imprisonment or for their 
liberatioa Such is, shortly, the story of these officers taken 
from ih&x depositions ; and as they have never varied in 
their statements^ which are probable and consistent^ and as 
they have expressed a strong desire to be confronted with the 
adverse witnesses, Her Majesty's Government are impressed 
with Uie conviction, confirmed by the (diancter of the parties 
as officers and gentlemen, that their story is striotl^ tma 

On the other hand, the version of tiie afifoir given by the 
Brazilian police is supported by evidence in wMch no confi- 
dence can be placed. They state that the officers were drank, 
and that they annoyed the passers-by on the road between 
the hotel and the guard-honset, but it is remarkable that no 
passer-by has been produced to give evidence on this pointy 
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and that in the oiiffinal charge preferred against them by the 
oflScer of the poUce-guard, of which a copy was given 
tiieni, no mention was made'of their being drank, and no 
witnesses have been pxoduoed who had been annoyed by 
them on the road« 

You justly animadvert in yonr despatdi on the evidence 
of the oflteer and soldiers of the guard, who have deposed as 
to the dicnmstanoes of the commencement of the al&ay 
between the British officers and the sentry, when by their 
own admission tiiey were not present at the time, and it is to 
be observed that the Brazilian ofikser more paxticnlarly has 
deposed to all the circumstances of the struggle with the 
guard, while it is positively affirmed that he did not appear 
until ten minutes after the pdsoners were lodged in the 
guard-house prison. 

It is impossible to believe on other points evidence of a 
witness whose statement is so palpably untrue on this pointy 
and Her Majesty's Gtovemment cannot doubt that the officer 
of the Brazilian guard was pei&ctiy aware of the nationalil^ 
and rank of his prisonei& 

Her Migesty's Government cannot submit to leave such an 
outrage unatoned £6r, and you will therefore embody the fore- 
goiiig remarks in a note to the Brazilian Government, waniing 
them at the same time of the serious light in which Her 
Majesty's Crovemment have viewed the case ; and you will 
demand — 

1. That the Ensign of the guard shall be dismissed from 
the service. 

2. That the sentry who commenced the attack shall be ade- 
quately punished. 

3. That an apology be made by the Brazilian Government 
for this outrage on British naval officers ; and 

4. That the Chief of the Police and the official at the Bio 
police-station shall receive a public censure. 

I shall acquaint you, by another opportunity, with tlie 
measures which Her Majesty's Government propose to take in 
the event of the Brazilian Government refusing to comply 
with these demands^ 

I am, &c. 
-(Signed) EUS8ELL. 
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No. 54. 

£arl UusseU to Mr, Christie. 

Fomgn Office^ October 8^ 1862. 

SlB» 

I enclose, for your infonnation and guidance, a copy of the 
letter that Iia.s been addressed to the Admiralty,* respecting^ 
my despatches to you of this day's date on the cases of the 
" Forte " and " Prince of WalesL'^ 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) BUSSELU 



No. 55. 

Mr, Uammmd to the iiecretary of the Admiralty, 

Foreiga Office, October 8, 1862. 

Sir, 

T am directed ])y Earl Eussell to transmit to yon copies of 
instructions wliich will be sent out to Jler Majesty's Minister 
at Rio de Janeiro by the mail of the 9th instant, "f specifying 
the redress which Her ^Majesty's Government require from 
the Brazilian Cluvernment for the acts of their authorities in 
the cases of the "Forte " and the " Prince of Wales." 

I am to request that you will lay these instructions before 
the Lords Comnnssioncrs of the Admiralty, and move their 
Lordships to communicate them to the Admiral on the 
Station, and at the same time to direct him to place himself 
in communication with Mr. Christie, and to make such an 
arrangement w iih his ships as shall admit of liis proceeding, 
if necessary, to reprisals, with regard to which instructions 
will be sent by the next maiL 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 



Ka56. 

Mr, Stephens to Earl Ru^ell. — (Received October 21.) 

15, Dixon Street, Glasgow, October 20, 1862. 

My. Lord, 

I have, waited very patiently, expecting every post would 
*No65. tNoB. 63 and 54 
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bring me some compensatiuu for the }»! under of the stores, 
6ic., and murder of the crew uf the " Prince of Wales" ship 
by the Brazilians, and to which I again reluctantly am 
obliged to call your T^^rdship's attention. It is quite evident 
coercive measures will require to be taken to obtain redress, 
and which should have been done at once when the outrage 
was committed, and wluch I am strongly of opiiuon would 
bave been the course adopted by any other nation. 

I am, &c 
(Signed) R P. STEPHENS. 



Na 57. 

Mr. ChrisUe to Earl Bmsdl.-^iRee&wwA Oetober 25.) 

Bio da Juieinv September 15^ 1862. 

My Lord, 

With reference to my des])atch of August 23, 1 enclose a 
translation of a note which 1 have received from the Manjuis 
of Abrantes, adciinwlei lining that Mr. Consul Vereker ouc^ht 
not to have been required to pay the expenses which fell upon 
him for burials and inquest in connexion with the wreck of 
the "Prince of Wales ;" and stating that suitable instructions 
have been sent to the President of the Province of Kio Grande 
do Sul, who, I presume, therefore, is instructed to repay 314 
xnilreis (32/. Is. Id.) to the Consulate. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) W.'d. CHEISTIE. 



EncloBuie in Na 57. 

The Marquis of Ahrantes to Mr. Christie, 

* ICfalistlJ of Foreign Affairs, Rio dtt JmoiW^ 

September 12, 

(Translation.) 

I acknowledge the receipt of a note from Mr. Christie, 
Envoy Extraordinary. &c., of Her l^ritannic Majest}% of the 
date of July 19, relative to the requisition wliich wius made to 
Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at Rio Grande, for the pay- 
ment of the expenses of interment of the persons who 
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perished in the shipwreck of the English barc^ue " Prince of 
Wales," and of the inquest held on them. 

In answer, I have the honour to inform Mr. Christie that 
the Imperial Government has just sent a despatch to the 
President Of the Province of San Pedro de Kio Grande do 
Sul, telling him that the request he made to the aforesaid 
Consul, respecting the above-mentioned expenses, was im- 
proper ; and^ in consequence, I have issued suitable orders 
in this sense. 

I availf &c 

(Signed) MABQUIS OF AmASTES, 



No. 58. 

Mr. ChrUHe to SaH BfUSielL'^Beedved October 25.^ 

Bio de Janeiro, September 24, 1862. 

Mt low, 

With refeience to my despatch of August 23, endosing 
copies of comspondence with the Mamuis of Abisoites, about 
the wi^ of the ''Prince of Walesy" I have now the honour 
to enclose a translation of a further note from his Excellency, 
«nd also a copy of my reply. 

The principal points in the enclosed note of the Marquis 
of Abrantes are as follows:— 

1. TITheieas I had understood fiom his preceding note that 
eleven more individuals had been imprisoned on the charge 
of robbery, and that efforts were being made to discover 
others, who had fled to Monte Video, it appears that the 
number eleven is the total of those accused plunder ; and 
that of these eleven, only, one (a man before taken) is in 
prison; warrants only being out against the others, who have 
not yet been found. . The passage which I had misunderstood 
> in his ExcelleDcy's note of the 16th of August is as follows, 
and is in a note answering a request of mine for informa- 
tion as to the results of the second investigation: — "I will 
not^nclude without informing Mr. Christie, that on the same 
day. On which I received his note I received also a despatch 
from the President of liio Grande, dated the 31st of July, 
from which it appears that the examination and inquiries 
to which the proper authorities proceeded have been finished, 
the result being that eleven individuals are accused of the 
crime of robbery, and that the competent order of imprison* 
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ment has issued against them ; aud that the Delegate of 
Police was endeavouring to find traces of some criminals 
who were supposed to have taken refuge in the neighbour- 
ing State, in oixler that the Imperial Goveimneut might de- 
mand their extradition.** 

2. The Marquis of Abrantes, who in his preceding note 
of the 16th of August, had spoken of the dismissals of tlie 
Sub-Delegate (Gon9alves) and the Inspector (Faustino), "who 
proceeded in the discharge of their duties "with culpable 
negligence," now says that he never spoke of culpable neg- 
ligence, and that these two functionaries have not been 
dismissed on account of culpable neglect of duty, but one 
of them on account of a delay of about two days in trans- 
mitting information about the wreck, which he considers 
a trivial fsait, and the other on acconnt of chaiges, the 
nature of which is not explained, and which he considers 
unfounded (" impiooedentes'^i but which impaired his use* 
fdness. 

S. The conduct of the Justice of the Peaces SooteSi is de- 
fended without the slightest attempt to disprove the imputa- 
tions made against hmi. ''The £M[fc^" says his rExcellenoy, 
" of not being convinced of the connivance which Mr. Yereker 
attributes to him should necessarily exempt the Justice from 
all and every censure." 

4. Credit is again claimed, in high language, for the sponta- 
heousness and promptitude of the proceedings of the Brazilian 
Government, and great stress is laid on the difficulties arising 
put. of the distance, isolation, savage character, and other dr- 
eumstances of Albardao, which his Excellency considers as 
ample justification for the small results in fourteen montha 

5. On the question of assassination, the Marquis of 
Abrantes condescends at last to an attempt, feeble enough, to 
justify the statement of Senhpr . Taques, that the suspicions 
of murder are unfounded, and his own that the conscience of 
the Brazilian Government is dear on this subject His Ex- 
cellency says : — " All persons residing not only in Albardao, 
but also in the vicinity of the place of the wreck, have been 
heard, and others also who were present on the occasion. Tlic 
Inspector of Customs and tlie Adjutant of the Chief Guard 
have also been heard ; and all, without any discrepancy, 
denied the existence of assassinations." His Excellency sends 
some extracts from the reports made by the President of the 
Province and the Chief of Police, " which, together with tlic 
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denialB of all the parties examined, eondaaively piove that no 
murder was committed." I enclose a translation of these 
extracts, which seem to me anything but conclusive, and in 
which I have been surprised to see a statement that the 

public voice has never mentioned assassination. 

6. The idea of compensation is repudiated, and his Excellency 
declines to accept your Lordship's oljservation that a crime 
has been committed wliich reflects little credit on Braziliuu 
civilization, and that it is to he hoped that the Brazilian 
Cirovornmiait will ofler coiiipciisatinn to the sullen'r.s. 

In my enclosed reply, alter noticing his Excellency's cor- 
rections of my preceding note, I have aoiaiu pointed out some 
of his mistakes and inconsistencies, and re2)lied to some of Ids. 
statements. I have presented to him the particular grounds 
on which the Justice of the Peace, Soares, is suspected of 
connivance, and suggested that there is enough to justify 
some punishment in his case, when one functionary has been 
dismissed, without culpable negligence, for a trivial harmless 
fault, and another merely on account of unjust charges wliich 
have impaired his useiuhiess ; and linally, while refusing my 
assent to the statement that the public voice has never 
charged miinU'r, and refusing implicit belief to the assertions 
of the residents, and of the two authorities named, who 
were not present at the time of the wreck, I have stated 
that I should leave it to Her Majesty's Government to judge 
whether it is proved that there were no murders, or whether 
the Gonsdence of the Braziliaii €h>Yemment has not been too 
easily ttanqnillized 

I lefeired these extancts to Admiral Wanen, and solicited 
ids opinion on the question of the snapidons of muider, in a 
letter of which I enclose a copy ; and I also enclose a copy of 
Admiral Warren's reply, to which I to call yonr Lord- 
ship's partioolar attention. 

I have, &G., 
(Signed) W. D. CHEISTIR 



Enclosure 1 in No. 58. 

The Margwia of Abra/nUs to Mr. Ckrislie, 

Foreign OAco^ Bio de JaneiM^ Soptember $, 1863. 

(Translation.) 

• I have received the note which Mr. Christie addressed to 
me on the 22nd ultimo. 

* - - ... 
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Still taking for subject the wreck of the *' Prince of Walea," 
and referring to my note of the IGtli, in which, on behalf of 
tlie Imperial Government, 1 furnished Her Britannic ^lajesty's 
Legation most frankly with all possible details and explana- 
tions of the circumstances attending this deplorable affair, 
Mr. Christie, in his note wdiich I have before me, puts forth 
a new series of considerations, by which I observe with regret 
that he is not satislied, and that he continui\s to appreciate 
in a manner little flattering and perhaps less just, not only 
the conduct in this affair of the Brazilian authorities of the 
Province of San Pedro Eio Grande du Sul, but also that of 
the Government of His Imperial Majesty. 

Being convinced of the sincerity of Mr. Christie's objec- 
tions, and recognizing the duty had on me of employing all 
possible means to dispel these objections firom his mind, I will 
not desist from this task as long as the slightest hope of 
realizing it zemains. 

Thus as a proof of the high consideratiou which the words 
of Her Britannic Majesty's Bepiesentatiye always deserve 
from the Imperial Government, I proceed to answer the note 
which I have before me, considering one by one the proposi- 
tions contained in it 

Mr. Christie begins by saying that he was happy to learn 
from my note of the 16th ultimo that the Sub*Delegate and 
the Inspector of the District of Albardao had been dismissed 
for culpable neglect of their duties ; that eleven more indi- 
viduals had been taken, against whom proceedings were going 
on; and that steps were be in taken to discover traces of 
others, who, it was presumed had fled across the neighbour- 
ing frontier, with a view to demanding their extradition. 

I beg leave to correct this first paragraph of Mr. Christie's 
note. 

In mentioning the dismissal of the two functionaries I did 

not speak in my note of the IGtli of cul])able negligence, and 
could not speak so, as I will sIioav further on ; neither did I 
say that eleven more persons had bi en taken. What I had 
the honour to state was, that the examinations and inquiries 
were fiiiisliod, resulting in eleven ixn-sons being charged with 
the crime of robbery, against wlioui wai rants of imprisonment 
had been issued, and that atteni[)ts were being made to obtain 
traces of some who, it was supposed, had taken refuge in the 
Oriental State, in order to require their extradition. 
. What results, therefore, from the information contained iu 
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this part of my note is, that the examinations and effoits of 
the aathoiities were oonduded, and that the total nnmher 
of the accused of crime was eleven, of whom some had 
escaped abroad. Mr. Christie, theiefore, misunderstood my 
meaning when he inferred from my words that eleven more 
persona were apprehended, and tlmt steps were being taken 
with regard to others who had fled to a neighbouring State. 

Mr. Christie wonders that on the 6th ultimo the Govern- 
ment had not yet received official information already pub- 
lished by the journals, and conimuuicated by Her Britannic 
Majesty's Consul to his Minister two montlis before ; but 
admitting the possibility of the fact, and at the same time 
finding another explanation of it in the declaration which I 
made tbat the Imperial Clovernment, more anxious to exercise 
justice than to tell the British Government that it was doing 
80, was waiting for the aum total of all the details, in order to 
inform that Governnieut of the fmal result of the inquiries. 
Mr. Chri.stie finds a discrepancy in these two propositions, 
which authorises a doubt whetlier the information was not 
given because it was not known, or because it was not wished 
to give it. 

I regret to have to contest the reasonableness of this doubt 
which has taken possession of Mr. Christie's mind, and which 
arose from a confusion of facts. 

My note of the 16th, to wliich Mr. Christie alludes, only 
treats of those accused of crime, and in fact, it was only by 
the communication of the President of the Province of Rio 
Grande dated Slst July, and received the 14th of August, 
that the Imperial Gk>yetnment was informed that the number 
of the accuABd had risen firom three to eleven. Both in that 
note and in my preceding one of the 6th of tJie same months 
I by preference occupied myself with the fiocused pei8on% 
that being without doubt the principal question. The first 
dutrjr of the Governor-General and local autiioiities was to 
find the criminals ; a veiy difficult task, firom especial reasons 
already explained to Mr, Christie on diJGGnent occasions. 

If uie dismissal of the two functionaiies and other steps 
taken by the Grovemment were not the object of my note of 
the 6th, it is because the steps taken by the authorities were 
in progress ; and the result was not yet known, and con- 
venience did not recommend the communication to Her 
Britannic Majesty's Legation of measures, so to speak, inter- 
locutory, which had to be completed by others in order to 
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attain the desired end, the discovery of the truth of the 

alleged acts and of the authors. 

This circumstance could certainly not influence the 
mind of Mr. Christie as to doubting that the Imperial 
Government had acted with zeal and activity in thia impor- 
tant question, actuated, as already said, more by a desire to 
fulfil the duty of hastening to the call of justice and human- 
ity than by a wish or hope to gain the good opinion of any 
Government, however great the respect it may feel for it 

Mr. Christie goes on to state, that not desiring to prolong 
the discussion relative to Captain Saumarez, he will end it 
with the simple observation that if the Chief of Police of the 
Province waited, without saying a word either to the Captain 
or the Consul, to begin the inquiry at which the Captain was 
to assist, for the departure of the two ships, one of which had 
taken him to Rio Grande, and wliich was staying there solely 
tu take him back to the Eiver Plate, such a proceeding shows 
so complete a want of judgment and sucli an ignorance of 
what is fitting that that Brazilian functionary may be acquitted 
of the fault of incivility. 

Thia opinion of Mr. Christie is not, however, in my opinion, 
just 

The Chief of Police, as was his duty, took care above all 
things to choose the most fitting moment to begin the impor- 
tant inquiry which he had to hold. 

He judged rightly that the presence of two of Her Majesty's 
ships womd be a powerful obstacle to the diacbaxge of bis 
commissbn ; be^ consequently, defened tbe beginning of the 
inquiry in order not to prejudice tiie interests of justiee, to 
wMcb it was bis pximaiy dutyto attend, and be neither could 
nor should sacrifice them to any otiier considerations. 

Tbe Chief of Police did not know» nor bad be to inquire^ 
if tbe English ships were remaining in tbe harbour only to 
take Captain Saumarez back to tbe £ver Plate, and be was 
also ignorant of the absolute impossibility of that Captain's 
return to bis port in any oth^ way. 

It is regrettable that Captam Saumarez could not wait for 
^e opening of tbe inquiry, but certeinly there is nothing to 
cause surprise in tbe conduct of tbe BnusUian autbonties in 
not having hurried it against tb& conveniences of justice^ and 
only attending to that circumstance, since it is known that 
permission was given with difficiilly to Captain Saumarez to 
assist at tbe inquiry as a simple private person. 
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If Captain Saumarez could not reconcile his duties as an 
officer in the British navy with the position of a private 
])erson, which he spontaneously accepted, in order to attend 
the inquiry which was to be held, — if the two positions were 
incompatible, the respoiisi])ility certainly does not fall on the 
Brazilian authorities, on wliom no blame can rest for not 
having paid attention to Captain Saumarez's official cliaracter, 
for, as must be repeated, that character ceased to exist for the 
especial case in question. 

Mr. Christie, in spite of what I said in my note of the 
16tli, cannot understand that a threat could be seen in tlie 
presence of the two small vessels w^hich took Captain Sau- 
marez, or that legitimate patriotism could l)e thereby diverted 
to the shelter of criminals whose impunity would be the 
shame of Brazil. 

Mr. Christie hoped, on the contrary, that I slkould treat the 
idea of menace as M. Sayio Lobato &ated it in the Chamber 
of Deputies, ie,, not admitting as possible that a single gun- 
boat eoold fiightw and alam the spirited Ftovince of Bio 
Granda 

lifx, Christie adds, still referring to this pointy tiiat on the 
17th of March last he wrote at the same time to the Admiral 
at Monte Video, requesting him to send an ofbcer of the 
English squadron to Rio Grande, and to my predecessor 
Senhor Taques, offering the cooperation of that officer wiUi 
the Brazilian authorities if they wished to accept it 

And asking if it is not strange that the President of the 
Province was not informed of the probable visit of the 
English officer, Mr. Christie sajrs that Senhor Taques ought 
to explain why he did not hasten to warn the President of the 
said occurrence in order that the latter might in time prepare 
the sensitive minds of the Bio Grandenses, thus avoiding the 
consequences of an exaggerated susceptibility. 

It is extremely disagreeable to me to differ from the 
opinions of Mr. Christie, for whom I have great respect and 
esteem, but I confess to him that I must continue to insist 
that the smallest indication is sufficient to represent all the 
prestige and all the greatness of a nation, above all in cirw 
cumstances such as those in which the two English ships of 
war appeare d at Kio Grande. 

Certainly the population of Rio Grande, as Senhor Sayao 
Lobato said in the Chamber of Deputies, would not allow 
itself to be intimidated by the material force of one or more 
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gun-boats, nor do I remember having written such a propo- 
sition in the correspondence I have exchanged with Mr. 
Christie. What I said was, the population was indignant^ 
the national pride was aroused because those vessels carried 
the flag of a poworful nation, and brought an officer, to 
whom was attributed the pretension of interfering in the acts 
of justice of the country. And in fact, wliat was the object 
of the presence of the vessels and the officer? Assuredly 
the small number of persons who composed the crews could 
not give appreciable help to the Justice of the province, who 
was aL,Min not in need of it. It is. then, natural that the 
population should imaLjine that the object of tlie appearance, 
of the vessels was to show forth the prestige and iuHuence 
of the country they i-ejn-esented. 

It would be diliicult, if not impossible, to get a different 
view taken by the popular masses, and supposing even that 
the Imperial Government only wislied to see in the offer 
mentioned a sincere desire on the }>art of ller Britannic 
Majesty's Government to cooperate with it in discovering 
the truth, it is certain that the acceptance of such an offer 
in the public opinion, and even in that of foreigners, would 
imply at least a confession of imjx)tence or weakness. 

Does Mr. Christie consider as exaggerated jealousy the re- 
pugnance which is inspired in a people by the inter^Tntion 
of a foreign Government in acts which are of the exclusive 
competency of the national sovereignty ? 

Without doubt it is unreasonable to pretend that an offence 
to patriotism ought to render a people inhuman and unjust, 
though it has happened even amongst the most civilized 
nations. Bat'it cannot he contested that among all nations 
any one act, however just, performed under foreign pressure, 
has always been consideidl by the common people as a 
proof of weakness and cowardice. 

In fact Mr. .Christie, on the same day on which he offered 
to l^e Brazilian Government the cooperation of an officer of 
the English squadron, requested the English Admiral at Monte 
Video to send such an officer, which was done before the 
Imperial Government had answered Mr. Christie's offer. 
In the meantime Mr. Christie expresses surprise that Captain 
Saumarez had time to reach Porto Alegre without my predeces- 
sor having informed the President of ue Province of the visit 

Would not surprise, perhaps, be more justifiable on my 
side, observing that Mr. Christie, at the same time that he 

N 
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saif fit to consult the Imperial Government^ sent oidera for 
the immediate amval of the officer f 

Would it not be natural in such a case to ask why Mr. 
Christie consulted it^ while without an answer he proceeded 
definitively as if an answer was not important. 

And if by chance, as the Government had the right to 
expect^ Mr. Christie had waited for the answer from my pre- 
decessor, would not all these inconveniences have been avoided 
which have resulted from Mr. Christie's resolution, since 
my predecessor formally and expressly declined the offer in 
question ? 

Continuing his observations, Mr. Christie expresses his 
satisfaction at learning that Senhor Taques had sent on the 
lOtli of August instructions to the President of Eio Qrande 
do Suly of which those sent after Mr. Baillie's noto were a 
mere repetition, but at the same time he declares that he is 
not convinced that the instructions which my predecessor 
states were sent before the receipt of the note of the British 
Legation of the 1 7th March were not sent after that nota 

I ought not to be astonished that Mr. Christie is governed 
by the idea that nothing would have been done wiuiout the 
pressure of the British Legation, and the laudaljle zeal and 
activity of the English Consul ; because, says Mr. Christie, 
it is only aft(T fourteen months that the dismissal of two 
functionaries, the imprisonment of eleven more criminals, and 
the steps taken to capture others, have been communicated 
to him. 

Observing that four months ago Senhor Ta([ues stated that 
only one person had been taken, tliat the local authorities 
had done their duty, and observing, moreover, that in the 
Eeport presented to the Legislative Chamber, my predecessor 
highly praised the President for his ])roceedings, Mr. Christie 
asks what such eulogies can be worth after the tardy commu- 
nications of my note of the 16th ultimo. 

In order to give a suitable answer to these considerations, 
it is necessary to divide them into two classes which compre- 
hend them ; one of which refers to the Imperial Government, 
the other to the authorities subordinate to that Government. 

Mr. Christie cannot but recognize that the Government of 
an independent country owes to itself the exercise of justice 
on its own soil. It is an always admitted principle as a base 
of all discussion, especially among nations wldch respect one 
another. 
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la the meantime, Mr. Cliristie not only appears to deny 
snch a piinciple^ but, what is more, addressing himself to the 
Imperial (3k>Temment itself he says, with notable frankness^ 
that, if anything has been done in this question, it is owing 
to tiie instances of the ligation and even of the English 
Oonsol! 

Leaving what there is of bitter and uigust in this propo- 
sition, let us examine what are the reasons on which Mr. 
Christie bases his opinion. Already in his note of the 14th 
ultimo, Mr. Christie insinuated that all the steps taken by 
the Imperial Govern 111 ont in this business had resulted from 
the instances of the British Legation. 

Without doubt, it would suffice to reply that the Imperial 
€k)vemment, knowing itself and its high duties, has pro- 
ceeded as it is accustomed to proceed in similar emergencies ; 
tiiat is, with all zeal, care, and solicitude to discover the truth 
and to do justice, there being no right to demand from it 
what is impossibla 

Notwithstanding, out of deference to Her Britannic 
Majesty's Government, I enumerated in my note of the 1 Glli 
ultimo all the despatches sent by this Department to tb(3 
President of the Pro\ance, from the 10th of August^ 1861, to 
the 1st of July last ; thus rendering clear and incontestable 
that the action of the Government had been as zealous and 
active as it was spontaneous, and independent of any urging 
from Her Britannic Majesty's Legation. 

There was reason to hope that so complete and so positive 
a declaration would have convinced Mr. Christie that bis 
supposition was ungrounded. It cannot but cause surprise, 
liowever, that since this Mr. Christie even more openly 
persists in declaring that he continues to think that the 
Government would have done nothing without the pressure 
of the Legation and of Mr. Vereker ! 

As I cannot doubt the sincerity of Mr. Christie's objec- 
tions, I will prosecute my endeavours to remove them, repeat- 
ing that by my note of the 16th ultimo documents were 
cited which prove completely the unreasonableness of bis 
assertion, and adding that the only notes from the British 
Legation received at this office are those of the 2f>th of 
October, 1861, and the 17th of March, 1862, which were at 
fitting time communicated to the President of the rrf)vince ; 
but that, besides these communications, tlie Imperial Ciovern- 
meut sent to that President tlie despatches of the 1 0th of 

N 2 
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August, the 26th of December, the 22nd and SOth of April, 
the 11th of May, the 14th of June, and the Ist of last July, 
all freely and spontaneously, witiiout any solicitation or 
demand on the part of the British L^ation. 

In one point only has 2£r. Christie the goodness to yield to 
evidence, recognising that with the despatch of the 10th of 
August the Imperial Goyemment had taken the initiatiye in 
this business, before receiving Mr. BaiUie's note ; but, on 
the other hand, he states eqiutllythat he is not convinced 
that the instructions which my predecessor, Senhor Taques, 
states to have been sent before the note of the British 
Legation of the 17th of March, were other than those 
given after receipt of that note ; and Mr. Christie expresses 
himself thus at the same time as he receives communica- 
tion of tlie contents of the important despatch of the 26th 
of December, already mentioned, in the note from this Depart* 
incnt of the 19th of April 

Such incredulity on Mr. Christie's part leaves no hope of 
convincinj^ him by giving him a copy of the said despatch 
of the 26th December, seeing that its authenticity might also 
he denied. Thus far as to Air. Christie's considerations about 
the Imperial Government. As to what refers to the ])ro- 
ceedings of the local authorities, I will begin by telling Mr. 
Christie, l)efore everything, that in my note of the 16th there 
is no cx])ression from wliich blame of their proceedings can 
be inferred ; and the truth is, tliat the President had in this 
question l)eliaved with all possible zeal, activity, and justica 
Nor do the repeated despatches addressed to him by the 
Imperial Government prove this functionary guilty of neglect 
in the discharge of his duties^ as Mr. Christie appeal's to 
ai-gue. 

In the midst of the great difficulties with which he had 
to struggle, he used always on his side all possible endeavours, 
never failing to inform the Government in time of the results 
obtained ; which did not prevent the Government, as it 
received this information, from earnestly recommending him 
to prosecute the inquiries diligently, so as to arrive as quickly 
as possible at a knowledge of the truth, authorising the 
President to use all resources, including pecuniary. It would 
also be unjust to deny that the Chief of Police, in the dis- 
charge of his obligations^ showed zeal, care, and activity, by 
no means common ; the Municipal Judge and the Justice of 
the Peace also behaved properly. 
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The only fact on the part of the pioyincial authorities 
which can deserve censure is the delay in the Inspector of 
tiie District of Albardao, in reporting the shipwreck to the 
Sub-Delegate ; a delay which still did not exceed two days, 
since the accident happened on the 9th, and the eommuni- 
cation was made on the 11th of June, 1861. 

In the meanwhile, notwithstanding the slightness of the 
offence, which it must be admitted had no influence on the 
results, the Inspector and Sub-Delegate were dismissed ; 
not as guilty, but the first for having made the above-men- 
tioned omission, and the latter for having, in consequence of 
accusations brought against him, lost the prestige which 
ought to belong to the authorities. 

Such dismissals caused, as is said, by faults of slight im- 
portance, prove the zeal with which both the General 
Government, the President, and the Chief of Police have 
proceeded in the difficult and grave affair in question. 

In answer to Mr. Christie's last observation on this topic, — 
that in which he asks me why inquiries were not instituted 
sooner, — I am obliged to repeat what I have already often 
said, namely, that Albardao is a desert inhospitable coast, 
from which culprits can very easily escape to the neigh- 
bouring territory. 

Shall I need to prove to Mr. Christie, clear-sighted and 
enlightened as he is, the difficulties which of necessity 
opposed themselves to the prompt carr}dng out of an inq^uiry 
in such a place as that, and in such circumstances? 

A calm and impartial appreciation of the difficulti(^s could 
not fail to produce the conviction that fourteen months was 
not too long a time to arrive at the result which has been 
attained. 

Whatever may be thought, it is positive and incontroverti- 
ble that neither the Imperial Government nor the local 
authorities spared either trouble or sacrifices to fulfil their 
duty ; all which appears from the documents of the proceed- 
ings. 

Mr. Christie says that grave suspicions of connivance have 
fallen on the Justice of the Peace, Bento Venancio Soares. 
Senhor Taques, in his note of the 19th of April, says such 
suspicions are unfounded ; l)ut as he said the same with 
regard to tlie two functionaries who have been dismissed, the 
assertion has not much value : and Mr. Christie concludes 
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that the Imperial Government are bound either to piove the 

innoceuce of Seubor Soare8> or to diBmlss liinu 

Mr. Christie will allow me to ooutest his right to dis- 
credit with such great facility the assertions of Senhor Taques, 
without exhibiting the reasons i^»m which he derives this 

right. 

From what I have explained above, it is seen tliat all that 
Senhor Taciiies stated with respect to the suhalteru authorities 
is the pure truth. If Mr. Christie's memory had helped him, 
he w^ould doubtless remeuiber what Senhor Taques said about 
the subaltern autliorities in his note of the 19th April ; 
1 1 lilt is, in the meanwhile, if culpable neglect on the jmrt of 
these functionaries is recognized, the President of the Pro- 
vince will take the necessary stt^ps that such a proceeding 
may not remain without due censure. 

In these words Senhor Taques told Mr. Cliristie that, up to 
the moment of his writing, he had no reason to believe that 
there was culi)able negligence on the part of the subaltern 
autliorities ; but that if, by the inquiries which were to be 
held, such negligence was proved, the parties would certainly 
not remain unpunished. 

Instmctions being sent in this sense to tlie President of 
the Province of Tlio Grande, he, in the fullilmeut of them, 
ascertained that the Inspector had been negligent, delaying 
one or two days the communication of the event to the com- 
petent authority, and that the Sub-Delegate, from accusations 
(unfounded) had lost the prestige necessary to the fulfilment 
of his duties. Consequently both were dismissed, not for 
culpable neglect^ which Would have had to be punished by 
legal means, but the first for simple negligence of the short 
delay in announcing the evenly m>m which neglect no pre- 
judice or harm arose to the action of justice^ and the second 
for not possessing moral strength enough for his charge. 

Thus, there was no culpable neglect ; and as to the Justice 
of the Peace, the &et of Ins not having been convicted of the 
connivance attributed to him hy Mr. Yereker, ought neces- 
sarily to exempt him from aU and every censure. From 
whence it may be inferred, also, that there is no reason in 
the only argument which Mr. Christie has brought forward 
to prove that the said Justice of the Peace should be dis- 
missed, or that the Ciovernment should prove his innocence. 
It is not only a question of robbery,^ says Mr. Christie ; thei^ 
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are grave suspicions of murder. In hia note of the 19th of 
April, and the Kelatorio of this year, Senhor Taques eaid 
nothiiog justified these suspicions ; but as his ExceUencj 
Bssevted otiier tilings now admitted to be inexact, what he 
says on this snlgecfc merits little mdenoe ; and alluding to 
the dedaration which I made» that> as to the snspicions of 
muider, the Imperial GoYemment had a quiet conscience, 
Mr. (Christie says that mere assertions are not proofe, and 
asks whether, two functionaries having been dismissed for 
culpable negligenoCi that negligence would not give oppoi^ 
tonity for the assassination of some of the unfortunate wip- 
wrecked persona 

I think that what I have said in answer to the preceding 
observations of Mr. Christie is more than enough to prove 
the groundlessness of his reasoning as to the little Mth to be 
placed in Senhor Taques's assertions. 

The new argument produced by Mr. Christie, that mere 
assertions are not proofs, certainly tdls more in favour of 
the Imperial Government than of Mr. Christie, since the 
accuser always has to furnish proof of the crime of the 
accused, and not the latter to prove his innocence, especially 
when nobody knows on what the accusation is founded. 
The two functionaries, I repeat^ were not dismissed for cul- 
pable neglect ; and to pretend that assassinations were com- 
mitted in the short interval between the wreck and the 
announcement of it to the Sub-Delegate, cannot go beyond 
a vague conjecture, which affords no pcont of departure for 
discovering the truth. 

Mr. Christie's arguments being thus answered, let us 
inquire how the Brazilian authorities proceeded with regard 
to the presumed murders. 

Such a suspicion had its birth in Mr. Vereker's mind, 
who conceived it» as he declared, in consequence of public 
rumours. 

In various communications, among others in that of June 
the 20th, he gave tlie reasons on which he based his idea that 
some of the wrecked persons had been murdered. This, 
however, did not prevent liim, on the 22nd of April, from 
writing the following words to the Provincial Chief of 
Police : — ",Lct me observe that it is unjust to attribute to- 
me especially the suspicion that some persons belonging to 
the barque were murdered, as not only I never expressed 
such an opinion in my despatches, but I believe that such 
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8us])icions were entertained hy persons who liad knowledge 
of tlie circiinistances." 

The authorities did not on this account cease from re- 
peated incjuiries. Not only all j)ersons dwelling at Albanlao 
were heard, but also ])er.sons living near the scene of the 
wreck, and, again, othi is who appeared there on the occasion. 

The Inspector of the Custom-house and the adjutant of 
the chief-orticer were also examined, and they all without 
discrepancy denied the existence of murder. 

In order not to render too tedious to Mr. Christie this note, 
already too long, I abstain horn transcribing here passages 
from seyeral despatches from the Pkesident the Province 
and the Chief of Police relative to this part of the question. 
But calling Mr. CShnstie's attention to the enclosed copies, I 
will Tentore to ask if it was possible to do more with a 
view of satisfying vague suspicions, and if I have not abun- 
dant reason to declare that the Government has a quiet con- 
science in this respect 

Mx, Christie observes that the British Government claimed 
an indemnity, and that Seuhor Taques replied that, the autho- 
rities having done their duty, the Government could not be 
responsible for the acts ot the people^ In the meantime, two 
functionaries having been dismissed for culpable negligence 
it appears to Mr. Christie impossible for the Imperial 
Government to refuse the daimed indemnity. 

There does not exist the connexion which Mr. Christie has 
discovered between the first and second parts of the above- 
mentioned statements of Senhor Taques. Mr. Christie, on 
reflection, will see doubtless that they form two distinct 
propositions expressing diiferent ideas. 

Senhor Taques states, first, that a Grovemment is not re- 
sponsible for acts committed w ithout its cooperation or sug- 
gestion by its subjects against foreigners ; secondly, that the 
duties of a Government do not go beyond the employment of 
the means in its power for learning the truth and for punish- 
ing the guilty. 

Now, Mr. Christie not being able to suppose that there 
was any cooperation or su«.^g;o.stion on the part of tin'. Goveni- 
mmt to cause what has ha[)pened at Albardao, or to deny 
that the Government employed all possible means to discover 
and punish the ])ersons who committed those acts,* it is plain 
that the above-mentioned allegations of Senhor Taques do 
not establish the responsibility Mr. Christie wishes to attri- 
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bute to the Imperial Government Tlie two functionaries 

were not dismissed, as alleged by Mr. Christie, for culpable 
negligence. The dismissal of the first arose from a slight 
fault, as has already been said, which hixs had no influence 
in the question ; that of the second was counselled by tlie 
convenience of not retaiuiug the functionary who had lost 
influence. 

It is, then, incontestable that from the dismissal of very 
subonlinate functionaries, caused as I have explained, ^Ir. 
Christie cannot justly conclude that the Imperial Government 
is responsible or ol)liged to give any indenmity which the 
British I^egation may please to claim ; llm more so when it 
can be asserted, as I assert, that all the superior authorities 
of the province have fulhlltHl, and are fuliillin^ autibiiUitorily, 
their duties in this distressing tpiestion. 

Mr. Christie further declares that the British Government, 
little satisfied with the infornuxtion hitherto obtained, con- 
tinues to hold the Imperial Government responsible for the 
complete clearing up of the facts and execution of justice. 

Being ignorant of the dismissal of the two functionaries, 
and only knowing the praise awarded them by Senhor Taques, 
the British Cbyeniment iaatnicted Mr. ChriBtie to declare to 
the Imperial Govemmeiit tiiat the crime committed does little 
credit to Brazilian civilization, and that it hoped that the 
Government would do all in its power to save me honour of 
Brazil, awarding an indemnity to the sufferers. 

Mr. Christie, without partiality, cannot but recognise that 
the Imperial Government has taken every possible step and 
measure to dear up the facts minutely, and continues ta 
prosecute the crimmals, so that they may be punished as 
they deserve. 

The Imperial Govemment claims to have done as much as 
is incumbent on any |(ovemment which respects sentiments 
of justice and humamty ; it cannot, therefore, accept Earl 
Eussell's observations. 

Mr. Christie says, in conclusion, that the British Govem- 
ment takes the greatest interest in this question. He hopes 
that the trial of the prisoners will be followed up, as well 
as that steps will be taken for the capture of the ^itives. 
He hopes that a satisfactory answer will be given respecting 
the Justice of the Peace and the suspicions of assassination, 
and he also hopes for an explanation of the delay of twelve 
months in the action of justice. 
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And Mr. Christie trosts that, notwitljstanding my com- 
parative iudifference as to the knowledge and appnsciation by 
the British Government of the acts of the Government of the 
Emperor, I shall judge it proper to give early information on 
all important incidents in the development of the question. 

I shall answer this last topic of Mr. Christie's note by as- 
suring him that the trial will continue^ as also the steps for 
the capture of the fugitives. 

As to the delay in the action of justice, the suspicion of 
assassination, and the conduct of the Justice of the Peace, 
nothing remains for me to add to what T have already said, 
not being able even to fix with certainty a period at whicli 
it will be possible to attain the discoveiy of the residences, 
and tlie capture of the fugitives. 

Finally, I assure Mr. Christie that the Imperial Government 
will have much pleasure in communicating to him all that 
takes place of inipoilancc, giving him any information which 
he wants and which the Government possesses, in order that 
not the slightest doubt may remain either as to the prudence, 
activity, and zeal uf the Imjjerial Government in so gi'ave an 
affair, or as to the employment of all possible means for 
arriving at the truth. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) MAKQUIS OF ABEANTES. 



Enclosure 2 in 2^o. 58. 
Mr, CkrisbU to the Marquiis of AhraaUet. 

Bio de Janein^ September 18, 1862. 

M. LE Marquis, 
I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency's 
reply, dated the 6th instant, to my note of the SSiid 
ultimo, on the subject of the wreck of the Prince of 
Wales." 

I regret to learn that I had mistakenly attributed greater 
results to the second investigation, instituted after the receipt 
of my note to Senhor Taques of Marcli 17, than have really 
ensu^ ; and I now understand that instead of eleven more 
individuals having been imprisoned on suspicion of plunder, 
and some others beyond the number eleven bein^ isought for 
in Monte Videan territory, as I had erroneously inferi^firom 
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your Excellency's last note, the eleven spoken of include the 
one previously imprisoned, two previonsly accused, who had 
escaped into Monte Videan territory, and all others who are 
being there sought for, and that the fact is that only eleven 
in all now stand accused of plundering of whom only one, 
the man at first taken, is in prison. 

The latter inquiry has, however, led to accusations against 
eight more individuals. The satisfaction with which Her 
Majesty's Government would hear of any new proceedings or 
discoveries wnuld always be mingled with regret that more 
effectual measures were not earlier, or indeed inimcnliately 
taken, and the smaller the new results the greater vrill be that 
regret. 

I cannot adopt your Excellency's opinion that the distance 
and isolation of Albardao, its " desert and inhosjjitable coast," 
and the facility of escape from thence to the Monte Videan 
territory, furnish much good excuse for the Brazilian autho- 
rities, still less that they justify a delay of fourteen months ; 
for Albardao can be reaehed in eighteen hours from Kio 
Grande do Sul, the greater the facility for escape the more 
necessary is prom])t action to prevent it, and your Excellency 
expresses your satisfaction at the sufiiciency of the adminis- 
tration of the police of tlie Province, and even shows resent- 
ment at the ofter, made in good faith, of the cooperation of a 
British naval oflicer in the inquiries which, notwithstanding 
the good organization of the police of the Province, you repre- 
sent as attended with overpowering dilliculties. 

In your note of the 16th ultimo, your Excellency, referring 
to my inquiry about the reported dismissal of two function- 
aries, and not quoting my words, speaks of " the dismissal of 
Uie Sub-Delegate D. F. Gon^alves and the Inspector F. J. 
d'Oliveira^ who proceeded in the discharge of their duties 
with culpable negligenca" There is not one word in the rest 
of the note denying that culpable negligence was the cause of 
their dismissaL I consider myself amply justified in having 
understood that your Excellency admitt^ that these two 
persons had been dismissed for culpable neglect of duty ; and 
I cannot acknowledge the correctness of your present state- 
menty that you did not speak in that note of culpable 
n^gence. 

Her Majesty's Gbvemment, however, will now learn, not I 
think without regret, that your Excellency asserts that these 
two functionaries have not been dismissed lor culpable neglect 
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of duty, but that one of them has been dismissed for a delay 
in giving information about the wreck, which is regarded as 
a trivial fault, and the other in consequence of some charges 
made against him, the nature of wliich you do not explain, 
which may or may not be connected with the wreck, which 
you say are witliout foundation, but which are thought to have 
affected lus usefulness and induence in what you represent as 
a very subordinate post. 

With every desire to be convinced by your Excellency, I 
am sorry tliat your explanations have not reconciled the dis- 
crepancy between two statements in your note of the 16th of 
August, in answer to my expression of regret that you had 
not given me on an earlier occasion some additional informa- 
tion ; one of these statements being, " It was not possible lor 
me to tell you more than was officially known to the Imperial 
Government," and the other, " I will tell Mr. Christie frankly, 
that the Imperial Government knowing itself, and more eager 
to fulfil its important ol)ligations and attend to the claims of 
justice than to obtain the good opinion of any Government, 
however much it may respect or desire to merit it, has pre- 
ferred to devote itself to the employment of the proper means 
for arriving at the whole truth of the case, waiting to an- 
nounce at one and the same time to Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment the final result of what had been done. This is why I 
did not include in mj last note either the circumstance of the 
dismissal of the Sub-Delegate and Inspector, or the prooft 
collected against TBiioua iiudiTiduals implicated in the crime 
of plunder." 

I am also sony to say of your Excellency's further expla- 
nations about the conduct of the Chief of Police towards 
Captain SaumareZp that they do not in the least alter my 
opinion. Though Captain Saumaiez was to attend the pro- 
mised inqxdiy unofficially, he did not cease to be a Captain of 
Her Majesly's Navy, and Flag-Captain of the Admiral com^ 
manding on this station. The Chief of Police knew that he 
was waiting to attend the inqidry, and if he wished to post- 
pone it till the man-of-war which hrought Captain Saumares 
went away, common sense might have suggested to him, as 
common courtesy required him, to say so to Captain Sau- 
marez. This of&cer might then, perhaps, have sent the vessels 
away, ordering them to return for him later. 

Your Excellency finds fault with me for having written to 
the English Admiral to request him to send a naval officer 
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and a man-of-war to Hio Grande do Sul on the same day on 
which I wrote to Senhor Taqiies to consult liini on the sub- 
ject, and you think it extraordinary that I did not wait 
for the reply of Senhor Tuques. Your Excellency has 
here made a mistake. I did not consult Senhor Taques. 
T informed him that I wrote to the Admiral to request 
him to send a naval officer to aid and advise our Con- 
sul, and I offered his assistance to the Brazilian (.roverumt'ut 
if they chose to accept it. I could not think it necessary to 
consult Senhor Taques about the sendin>^ of a Briti.sh naval 
olhcer to Kio Grande to communicate with our Consul, or 
ahout the visit of a British man-of-war to a Brazilian port. 

Her Majesty's Government are yet far from being convinced 
of the spontaneousness and pronq>titude which Senhor Taques 
and your Excellency agree to claim for the jaoceedings of 
the Imperial Government in this distressing question. 1 am 
aware that your Excellency, in your note of the 16th ultimo, 
stated the purport of a despatch of Senhor Taques to the 
l*residcnt of the Brovince, of the 20th of December, and 
enumerated the dates of several communications from the 
(government at Kio to the President of Eio Grande. These 
dates are again enumerated in your Excellency's last note, 
with the declaration that all the despatches so dated were 
sent " quite freely and spontaneoiisly, witiumt any solicitation 
or demand from the British Legation." Will your Ezoellency 
permit me to lemind you that besides Mr. Yeiekei^s perse- 
vering efforts and the notes of this Legation, strong instanoes 
have been yerbally made to your Excellency and your pre- 
decessor, and the late Minister of Justice ? All the corre- 
spondence of the Bio Government and the local authorities, 
if not before made known in exUnso to Her Majesty's 
Government^ wiU, I presume, according to custom, be pub- 
lished in a friture Beiatoria Should it appear, from a perusal 
of the whole correspondence and a general review of all the 
TOOceedings, that any ix^ustioe has been done to the Lnperial 
Government your ExceUenoy may feel assured that it wiUbe 
eagerly acknowledged. 

I was quite aware that Senhor Taques had usedyin his note 
of the 19th of April, the words which yon quotes and which 
are to the effect that if any culpable negligence were dis- 
coveied in the conduct of the Sub-Delegate of Tahim and the 
Inspector of the District^ the Resident of the Province would 
not. fail to give suitable censura But Senhor Taques, in the 



Digitized by 



190 



same noie^ made the following atatemente, vhich you do not 
die I — 

" From the information which the Underaigned has alladed 
to, it does not result that the Inspector of the district — who 
it may be observed in passing is not an authority, but a mere 
agent of authontj — who lived at a distance of six leagues 
from the spot^ or the Sub-Delegate of Tahim, who liv^ at 
the same or even greater distance, was blameable for what 
happened." "The Undersigned does not understand why 
the Consul bhunes the Justice of the Peace of the district for 
not having immediately given knowledge of the fact to the 
superior authorities. The proper functionary for this purpose 
was the Sub-Delegate, and he did his duty." 

" The local authorities did their duty as fitr as was per^ 
mitted by the distances and difticulties which prevented their 
proceeding more quickly. The Undersigned will observe to 
Mr. Christie that there can be no doubt that the authorities 
took on the occasion all possible measures, though they may 
have arrived later than was to be wished." 

These are the statements on which I founded my assertion^ 
that Senhor Taques had, four inunlhs ai(o, not only seen no 
blame in any one, hut had praised all the authorities. I 
admit, however, that the contrast between the two late 
flismissals and the statements of Senhor Taques, is much 
diminished by your Excellency's explanation, that the two 
• functionaries in (luesiion have been dismissed without having 
been guilty of culpable negligence. 

With regard to the Justice of the Peace, your Excellency 
follows the example of Senhor Taques, makes no attempt to 
explain the suspicious circumstances in his case, conlines 
yourself to mere strong assei ti(m, and says that the mere 
fact of not being convinced of the connivance attributed by 
Mr. Vereker, should necessarily exempt the Justice of the 
Peace from all and any suspicion." It becomes necessary for 
me to state to you fully tlie reasons why strong suspicion has 
fallen on Senhor Scares. The wreck probably took place on 
the 8th or 9th of June, your Excellency says the 9th. It is 
certain that on the 9th the fact of the wreck was known where 
Senhor Scares lives. A boy belonging to the house of 
Senhor Scares saw the shore strewed early on the morning 
of the 9th, and immediately reported it. News of the wreck 
was received by the Delegate of Police at Kio Grande on 
the 14!th; and there had been, according to your Excel- 



Digiti^ca by G(.j(..wtL 



191 



lency's admission, an unnecessary, though not culpable, delay 
of two days in the tiausmission of this intelligence. Seiihor 
Soares had arrived at Hio Grande on the I2th, mentioned 
casually that he had heard a rumour that some bodies had 
been washed ashore, near his house, on being questioned 
denied all knowledge of a wreck, and immediately left liio 
Grande for Pelotas, where he stayed some days out of the 
way. Mr. Vereker, when he arrivcid at the spot on the 16th, 
found in the house of Seuhor Soares two new English Bibles 
in perfect condition, which had been taken out of cases 
washed on shora Mr. Vereker also saw in his house two 
cases belonging to the " Prince of Wales," empty, but dry, 
and in perfect order, which were identified by the marks as 
cases which had contained fine manufactured goods, none of 
wliich have been produced Senhor Soares is the leading 
man of that locality ; niuat of the surrounding population are 
his relatives, cmrqnidrcs, or dependents, and goods wxre found 
in the houses of a number of his retainers. The ex-Inspector 
of the district, Faustino, is his son-in-law ; his wife, tlie 
daughter of Soares, was in her father's house when Mr. 
Vereker visited the spot ^h. Vereker has thus described 
his reception at his house : — "We were unwilUngly received, 
though we offered to pay for everything. The daughter of 
Senhor Soares, Faustino's wife, was the only person to act ; 
she was excessively fearful and suspicious, and aboye all, 
bearing that I was the English ConsuV she^seem^ incom- 
moded. That night we remained without refteshment, being 
most grudgingly admitted to shelter, and not receiving food 
either for ourselves or horses, a few biscuits, which I had 
happily carried in my saddle-bag, being the principal support 
of the party.** 

Your Jbccelleni^ and your predecessor have made much of 
the difficulties in the way of collecting evidence and appre- 
hending criminals in that locality ; and Mr. Consul Vereker 
has stated his conviction, that miless Senhor Soares, who is 
powerful in l^e district^ were first disgrace^ there was little 
chance of obtaining information. 

These are among the grounds on which Senhor Soares is 
suspected of connivance at tiie crimes of Albardao. Tour 
Excellency will, I think, admit that something more than 
bare denial may fairly be expected from the Impenal Govern- 
ment When the Sub-Delegate and Inspector have been dis- 
missed, onQ for a trivial harmless fault, and the other on 
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account of unjust accusations, which have impaired his use- 
fulness, I cannot understand bow thia Juatioe of the Peace 

should escape punishment 

On the subject of the suspected assassinations, yonr Excel* 
cencybas now, for the first time^ furnished me with some 
reasonings and statements in support of your strongly exr 

pressed contrary conviction. Yonr note will he communi- 
cated by the first opportunity to Ilor Ml^esty's Government, 
who will judge whether, under all tlie circamstances of this 
case, it can be considered proved that no murder was com- 
mitted, or whether the conscience of the Imperial Govern- 
ment has not been too easily tranquillized. I am bound to 
say that, with the information which I have obtained from 
11(T Majesty's Consul, Captain Sanmarez, and others, I can- 
not admit the correctness of the statement that the public 
voice has never cliarged murder, and you will excuse me if I 
do not attach the same importance as yourself to the asser- 
tions in this matter of tlie inliabitants of Albardao and the 
noi^hliourhood, who are interested witnesses, or of tlie Tn- 
s|>ector of Customs and adjutant of the j^uard who can know 
no more than Mr. Vereker or any one one else who was not 
on the shore when the wreck took place. 

I avail, &c., 
(Signed) W. D. CHRISTIE. 



Endosnie 3 in "No, 58. 

Extracts from the Rrporfs of the President and (Jliief of Police 
of the Provirice of San Pedro, Rio Qraiide do Sul. 

BqpoH of the PrwidmU of AprU 10.—" AIL the bodies did 
not disappear. Yoxa of them were transported to Bio Grande^ 
and being there examined by Dr. Jos^ de Pontes Franca, he 
dedaxed that the cause of death was asphyxia^ from drown- 
ing. It appears an extraordinary thing to the Consul that 
the bodies of the other shipwrecked people were not found ; 
but it is very possible that the place of their graves had been 
lost. Everybody knows that the whole coast from Tones to 
Castillas (in the Oriental State) is composed of loose sand, 
which the wind blows abont every day, raising in one hour 
very high sand-heaps, which the next are moved to another 
spot." 
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Chief of Police, April 13. — "The Consul's supposition thftt 
some of the shipwrecked people were the victims of assassina- 
tion is unfounded, as the inquest held on the bodies shows 
nothing to conoborate such a suspicion. On the contrary, it 
is recognized that the shipwrecked people died from asphyxia 
from downing. The public voice has neither at the time of 
the shipwreck'nor now made mention of such a crime. There 
is not one positive &ct" 

Th$ Prmdmii detptOeh 0/ May 14.— -''With reference to 
the arguments which the Consul brings forward relative to the 
fragments of the vessel, cargo, and boats, and the places 
where the bodies were found, — arguments totally refuted by 
the captain of frigate Josd Pereira Pinto, ez-administzator of 
the bar pilotage of the province, in his document of the 9th 
May. It was enough for the Consul to reflect on the force of 
the currents and winds in winter, and also the difference of 
weight between a human body and a case of merchandize or 
a ship's timber, to understand that it was impossible that 
they should all come to shore at exactly ^e same spot It 
remains to be observed that the ship went to pieces, that the 
boat had the same &te, and that^ the shipwreck having taken 
place at about a league from the shore, it was very difficult 
for the crew to survive the tempest." 

Jufy 21. Cha/rges hrmight agaifut those accused hy the Dele- 
gate ofTermo, — " From the inquiries made, it is proved that ten 
bodies came on shore already eaten by animals, and in a 
complete state of decomposition, there not being the slightest 
suspicion of there being any other cause of their death." 



Enclosure 4 in No. 58. 
Mr, Chnstie to Bear-Adrnvral Warrm. 

Bio de Janeiro^ September 13, 1862. 

Sir, 

I enclose you a translation of somo oxtracts from re]u)rt,3 
made to the Brazilian Government from Rio Grande do 8ul,* 
which have been communicated to me to show that the 
suspicions of murder of some of the crew of the ** Prince of 
Wales" are without foundation. You are already, 1 believe, 

'^Eoelosure 3 in No. 58. 
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in possession of all the infoimatioQ fdxniBhed by Mr. Consul 
Yereker in support of those suspioioiia. 

There are some points in ibis question which give specicd 
▼alue to the opinion of a naval ofiioer, and I should feel 
much obliged to you if you would communicate to me your 
opinion on the question of murder on the evidence now 
before us, for my guidance and for the information of Earl 
BusselL 

I havsb 

(Signed W, D. CHEISTIEl 



Enclosure 5 in No. 58. 
Sea/T'Adnwral Warren to Mr. Christie, 

Forte," lUo de Jmujo, SeptemUr 28, 1802. 

Sip, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 13th instant, enclosing a translation of some extracts 
from reports made to the Brazilian Government from liio 
Grande do Sul, coiiimunicated to you, to show the suspicions 
entertained of the murder of some of the crew of the " Pnnce 
of Wales" are without foundation, and requesting my opinion 
on the question of murder on the evidence now before ua. 

After a careful perusal of Mr. Vereker's report to the 
Secretaiy of the Board of Trade, dated 25th June, 1861, and 
also of his letter to the Delate of Police at Bio Ckande do 
Sul. dated 20th June, 1861, I was fuUy of opinion that Mr. 
Yereker was justified in hk Bospicioiia that the crew of the 
" Prince of Wales" had been uniftirly dealt with, nor do the 
extracts you now forwaid to me from the reports of the 
President and Chief of the Police of the province of St 
Pedro Bio Grande do Sul, lead me in any way to alter that 
opinion. 

Heavy gales from east-south-east had visited ike coast of 
Albaidao on the 7th of June, 1 861 ; on the 9tkit is known in 
the neighbourhood that a wreck had taken place ; and on the 
] 6th Mr. Vereker arrives at the scene of the disaster, where 
he finds the ship's long-boat and gig on the beach with the 
oars in them, and close to them boxes such as merchant 
seamen keep their clothes in, broken open and empty, and 
although several were papered inside, there is no appearance 
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of their having been wet inside. The hull of the vessel he 
also sees lialf a league olf apparently at anchor. 

The question here arises how the boats could have got 
there without people in them ? It is not ]»ossible that had 
the boats been upset, and washed on siiore over the rocks on 
to the beach, they could have been in the condition described 
by Mr. Vereker, viz., " with the prow of the long-boat 
damaged, as if by striking on the sand, and the gig per- 
fectly sound, and the oars in the boats ;" nor is it likely that 
both would have come to the same spot. The inference, 
therefore, is that some of the crew got on shore in these 
boats, and it does not appear to me at all improbable that 
they were afterwards made use of to plunder the wreck, as 
Mr. Vereker states that on the 16th the " Prince of Wales'* 
appeared as if at anchor, and that a large portion of the cases 
and crates on the beach, which were broken open and plun- 
dered of their contents, did not seem even wet. 

The ship at that time had evidently not broken up, so it is 
not likely that so much of the cargo could have been washed 
out of her, and reached the shore in the condition the empty 
cases, &c., were in, when seen by Mr. Vereker. 

"When we also consider the unwillingness shown by the 
Ingpector of the district to point out the spot where the bodies 
wevB buried, and which never were pointed out, the Huni- 
dpal Judge bein^ unable to compel the Inspector to point 
them out fiom hia baring an armed force with him« which, 
hy Mr. Yerekex^B report me Judge was evidently in fear of ; 
I hold, tiierefoie, that we are perfectly justified in coming to 
the conclusion that it was not without reason the bodies were 
kept back. 

Mr. Vereker also found in the house of Senhor Bento 
Yenando Soaies, Justice of the Peace of the district, a beau- 
tiful edition of the Bible, with a smaller one, confessed to 
have been taken out of the trunks, and showing no stains or 
signs of having been even damp. 

From Mr. Yereker^s statement of what he saw, I am of 
opinion that the crew and passengers, or several of them, did 
get on shore, and that the ship, was plundered. 

Where the jolly boat was found, about a league from the 
other boats, Mr. Yereker is inlbrmed several bodies were 
found near her, which I consider a proof that they landed in 
her ; otherwise, it is not likely that a boat and four or five 
bodies would have drifted exactly to the same spot 

0 2 
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lUparl of the President o/AprU. — " All the bodies did not 
disappear ; four of them were transported to Eio Graadfi» and 
being there examined by Dr. Jos6 de Pontes Franga^ he 
declared that the cause of death was asphyxia from drowning. 
It appears an extraordinary tliin^^ to the Consul that the bodies 
of tlie other sliipwrccked people were not found ; but it is 
very possible that the place of their graves had l»cen lost. 
Evervbodv kows that the whole coast, from Torres to Castillas 
(in the Oriental State), is composed of loose sand, which the 
wind blows about evory day, raising in one hour very high 
sandheaps, which in the next are removed to another spot." 

That Mr. Vereker considers it extraordinary that the bodies 
of tlie other shipwrecked people were not found, he is quite 
ju.stiiietl in iloinu;. When we bear in mind that only seven 
days had elapsed from the time of the wreck, even admitting 
that the winds and waves had drift^^d the sand over the j^raves, 
they could not have obliterated from the memory of those 
who buried them the place of their interment ; it is also to 
be remarked that nothing whatever has been produced that 
was found on the bodies, and it is most improbable they would 
have left the ship without some of their valuables about their 
persons. 

Mr. Vereker further states that three bodies out of the four 
sent up for the inquest had not been buried, which does not 
agree with the statement that the bodies were buried in the 
sand, nor is it to be credited that the trouble would have been 
taken to convey fbur dead bodies a very considerable distance 
txom the beach and then left exgoai&L 

Report of Chief of Police of April 13.—" The Consnrs 
supposition that some of the shipwrecked people were the 
victims of assassination is unfininded, as the inquest held on 
the bodies shows notliin|; to corroborate such a suspicion ; on 
the contrary, it is recognized that the shipwrecked people died 
from as|>hyzia from drowning. The public voice has neither 
at the tune of the shipwreck nor now made mention of such 
a crime. There is not one positive tacV 

Nothing in this report in any way shows that the Consurs 
suppositions of some of the shipwrecked people having been 
assassinated is unfounded. 

The Consul is informed that ten bodies have been found ; 
he demands them all, four are sent up. 

He has d( manded to be shown where the others have been 
buried, which is refused ; he has, therefore, a perfect right to 
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suppose they have been kept back for a pu]-{M)se. Had ife 
been otherwise!, we sliould then conclude that the authorities 
would have been as desirous of proiluciog them as they have 
shown themselves to be detennined to keep them back. Mr. 
Veieker before putting his name to the inquest^ noted thereon 
his disagreement with the finding. 

With respect to the assertion that " no mention has been 
made by the public voice, either at the time or now, of such 
a crime," I was informed by Captain Sauniarez, of the 
" Forte^" on Ids return from Bio Grande, that the affair was 
discussed in the newspapers, whilst he was there in the early 
part of May 1862, and that one of them attacked the other 
for stating that some of the crew were strangled. The im- 
pression was that the poor fellows were not all drowned, and 
on the 14th May, 1862, carts arrived at Kio Grande, with 
things that had been plundered from the " Prince of Wales," 
and the authorities took no notice, and some of the soldiers 
who accompanied the Consul to the scene of the wreck, it was 
also stated to him, were it not from fear, could give evidence 
on the question very confirmatory of our suspicions. 

The President's dcqyatcli of May 1 1. — " With reference to 
the arguments which the Consul brings forward relative to 
the fragments of tlie vessel, cargo, and boats, and to the 
places where the bodies were found, — arguments totally re- 
futed by the Captain of tlic frigate, ' Jose Pereira l^into,' ex- 
administrator of the bar pilotage of the Province, in his 
declaration of the 9th of ^fav, it was onouLrh for the Consul 
to reliect on the force of the currents and the winds in winter, 
and also the difference of weight between a human body and 
a case of merchandise, or a ship's timber, to understand that 
it was impossible that they should all come to shore at exactly 
the same spot. It remains to be observed, that the ship went 
to pieces, that the boat had the same fatt^ and that the shijv 
wreck having taken place about a league from the? shore, it 
was very difticult for the crew to survive the tempest" 

We are here told, that the Consul's arguments are totally 
refuted! by the Captain of the frigate, Jose Pereira Pinto ; 
but I do not see that such assertion is proved, as when !Mr. 
Vereker visited the scene of the disaster, he distinctlv 
states that the vessel appeared as if at auclior, about half a 
league off, and the boats on the sand but little injured, with 
their oars in them ; and the place where it is slated the 
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bodies were buried, is not shovm to him ; on the contrary ia 

witliheld. 

On the ICth of June, not more than eight or nine days 
after the disaster, the ship had not gone to pieces ; tlie boats 
had not also sliared the same fate, as stated in Captain Jos^ 
Pereira Pinto's report, but were iu a sound state on the beach, 
witli their oars in them ; and as Mr. Ycrekcr could get no in- 
formation as to where the budies were staled to have been 
found, except that they came on shore two or three leagues 
to the northward, and the place of their interment, stated to 
have been in the sand, is refused to be shown him, he could 
have arrived at no conclusion as to the drifts. The attempted 
refutation is, therefore, no refutation whatever. It supposes 
an entirely different state of the wreck, &c., to that so clearly 
stated by Mr. Vereker existed. 

Jult/ 21. Ouirgcs brought against tlwse accused of plunder 
"by the Delegate of Termo. — " From the inquiries made, it is 
proved that the bodies came on shore, already eaten by 
animals, and in a complete state of decomposition, there not 
being the slightest suspicion of there being any other cause 
ol their death.*' 

It is here stated, that from inquiries made, it ia proved that 
the bodieii came on shore, already eaten by animals^ and in a 
complete state of decomposition. If so, how could the medical 
man hare satisfied himself that the four sent up, died by 
drowning ; and if all ten came on shore in the same state, 
why could not the whole number have been forwarded for the 
inquest instead of four only, bearing in mind that the demand 
for an inquest was made only seven days after the disaster 1 

It is also worthy of remark that when Mr. Vereker was at 
the place of the wreck, the captain was spoken of; if the 
bodies were washed ashore in the state described, eaten by 
animals, and in a state of decomposition," how could the 
captain's body be known from the others? And nothing 
whatever is produced in the shape of clothes, papers, or any- 
thing which, under such circumstances, the captain of a ship 
would attempt to sava 

I have^ &a, 
(Signed) BICHARD L. WAEEEN. 
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No. 5U. 

Mr, Mammand to Mr. Stephens, 

VoMgn (>ffio^ Oetbber 89, 18M. 

Sir, 

I am directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the leoeipt 
of your letter of the 20th instant, and I am to inform you in 
reply that Her ^fajesty's Minister in Brazil has been again 
instructed to press the Brazilian Government for compenaa- 
tion in tke case of the " Prince of Wales." 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) £. HAMMOND. 



No. 60. 

Mr. Rammmd to the Secretary of the AdfiUraUy, 

Forrign OIBoe^ Korember i, 1802. 

Sib, 

With reference to my letter of the 8th ultimo, I am 
directed by Earl Bussell to transmit to you, for the informa- 
tion of the Lords Commissioners of the Adiiniralty, copies of 
further instructions which his Lordship will despatch to 
Her Majesty's Minister at Bio by the mail of the 8th 
instant,* respecting the steps to be taken should the 
Brazilian Oovemment refuse to concede the demands mado 
by Her Majesty's Goverment in the cases of the Forte " 
and " Prince of Wales." 

Tlie Lords of the Admiralty will perceive from these papers 
that Her Majesty's Government will be prepared to consider 
any iNDoposal made by Brazil for an arbitration in these cases^ 
andtiiey will also learn the steps which Her Majesty's Goyeni- 
ment would propose should betaken if it becomes necessary 
to have recourse to acts of reprisal. 

Lord Bussell would suggest that copies of the instruc- 
tions should be communicated to Adioiral Warren by the 
mail of the 8th November, for his information and guidance. 

I am, Ac,. 

(Signed) £ HAMMOND. 



*No8. 61 and 62. 
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No. 61. 
Earl RvMcll to Mr. Christie. 

Foreign Offico, November 1862. 

Sir, 

In case the Brazilian Government refuse to comply with 
the demands of Her Majesty's Government, in either of the 
cases of the *' Forte" and "Prince of Wales," and if it should 
be evident that further xieflotiation is useless, it has been de- 
termined to enfbice these demands by reprisal against Brazil 

Li this event you inU consult wim Admiral Wanen as to 
the best means of carrying out the objects that Her Majest/s 
Government have in view. 

Her Majesty's Qovemment are very reluctant to proceed 
to extreme measures against Brazil, except as a last resource^ 
and any proposal on her part for arbitration on the questions 
at issue may be referred for the consideration of Her Miyesty's 
Government 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) BUSSELL 



No. 62. 

Earl Rassdl to Mr, Christie. 

Poceign Offioe^ November 8» 1862. 

In my despatch of the 4th instant I have informed you 
that if the Brazilian Government refuse the demands of Her 
Majesty's Government in the case of the " Forte" and "Prince 
of Wales," those demands will be enforced by reprisals, in 
case no proposal is made by Brazil for arbitration. 

These reprisals might be in the shape of the seizure of 
some ship, or of some portion of the public property belong- 
ing to Brazil, to be held as a security until the Brazilian 
Government did justice in the respective cases, and then 
restored to them uninjured. But as such a course iniglit 
lead to collision between the two Governments, it may be 
preferable that the property seized should be private property. 
On this point, you will, however, consult with Admiral 
Warren, to whose discretion Her Majesty's Government will 
leave it to decide as to the steps to be taken, shonld it nnfor- 
tonately be necessary to have reconrse to reprisals. 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) KUSSELL 



Digitized by Google 



201 



Na 6S. 

Earl Rtmcll to Mr. Christie. 

Foraigii Offiofl^ KoTsmber 8, 1362. 

Sir, 

I referred to Her Majesty's Advocate-General your 
despatches of the l*2th and 24th of September hist, in which 
you report yom further proceedings in the case of the ** Prince 
of Wales," and I have now to state to you that Her Majesty's 
Government consider that the propositions which the Brazilian 
Government appears to allege by way of excuse, namely, that 
it is not to be considered responsible fur yaobable murder and 
for cei-tain robbery committed by its subject upon lielpless 
foreigners, because the coast, the scene of tlie outrage, is 
deserted and inhospitable, or because alter lung delays it has 
failed in discovering the culprits, are jtropositions wholly 
inadmissible by the Government whose subjects have been 
injured. 

It is clear that both the wreck and the unfortunate crew 
have been plundered, and the presum])tive evidence is strong 
that the persons whose missing bodies are said to have been 
buried, but whose graves nobody can show, were murdered. 
It is, moreover, impossible tliat the Justice of the Peace on 
the spot, Soares, should not have been cognizant of what 
took place ; indeed, the presumption from the evidence is 
strong that he participated in the robbery. 

A great parade is made of the sufficiency of the Brazilian 
Groveinment to discharge its own functions of causing justice 
to he admmisteie^ and of its Intimate jealousy of the inter- 
ference of the British naval omcen ; hut the result is that 
the murderers and rohhers are undetected, and the supine, 
if not guiltr. Justice of the Peace remains unpunished. 

Un<ter m&B» circumstances. Her Majesty's Government 
adhere to their opinion that l^ej are entitled to demand a 
moderate indemmtj in this case» and they do not see any 
necessity for modifying the instructions which you have 
alr^y received witii regard to it 

I am, 

(Signed) RUSSELL 
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No. 64. 

Mr. Christie to Eturl EutM. — (Baoeived Dtcmher 3. ) 

Bio de Janeiro, November 6, 1862. 

MtLobd, 

I have now the honoor to endofle a tranalatioiL of a fivtilier 
note which I have leceived from the Marquis of Abtantes, 
being a rejoinder to mine of the 18th of September, of which 
I forwarded a copy in my despatch of September 24th. 

I have thought it well now to terminate this conemnd* 
ence» and I enclose a copy of my short note to his Ezoellency, 
in which I say that I abstain ficom ikying to him» and that 
I forward his note to your Lordship. 

This note of the Marquis is very easily answered in every 
point, and your Lordship may be glad to have my comments 
on its various points. 

1, Tlie IMarqiiis persists that he never spoke in his note of 
August 16th, of the dismissal of the two officials for culpable 
ne^i^^ce, and says that, tliough he did not cite my exact 
words, he simply repeated my observation In the note of 
the 16th August are these words: "Mr. Christie observes 
that in my last-cited note he was not informed of the dis- 
missal of the Sub-Delegate and of the Inspector, who pro- 
ceeded in the discharge of their duties with culpable negli- 
gence." Further on, the Marquis returns to the subject, and 
says, " This is why 1 did not include in my last note either 
the cii'cunistance of the dismissals of the Sub-Delegate and 
Inspector or," &c. There is not one word said in the note 
as to their not having been dismissed for culpable neglect of 
duty. Must not every one consider this a complete admis- 
sion that they were dismissed for that reason ? And if they 
were not dismissed for that reason, what merit was there as 
towards us in the dismissals, and how could the dismissals 
be free from injustice? I feel no doubt that the casuistry to 
which the Marquis has resorted for explaining away culpable 
neglect of duty has been in order to escape from the liability 
for compensation which ensued from admitting it 

2. After acknowledging that I had misunderstood a state- 
ment of the Marquis as to the number of persons accused or 
imprisoned, which turned out to be less than I had supposed, 
I made what I believe your Lordship will think a legitimate 
observation. It was this : " The satisfaction with which Her 
Majesty's Government would hear of any new proceedings or 
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discoveries would always be mingled with regret that more 
effectual measures were not earlier, or indeed immediately, 
taken ; and the smaller the new results, the greater will be 
that regvel" This remark is distorted by the Marquis, who 
twits me with sorrow at finding less guilt than I had ex- 
pected, and says that the Brazilian Government rejoice instead 
of grieving, and ^vould rejoice more if the number of guilty 
were still less. My sorrow, of course, was not because there 
was less guilt, but because, where guilt and dime exist, and 
are admitted even by the Brazilian Government^ less had 
been discovered and punished. 

3, The Marquis of Abnintes pretends to explain the con- 
tradiction which I had pointt'd out between two reasons he 
had given for not supplying uie with earlier information on 
two subjects, by representing that the two reasons did nut 
refer to both subjects, but one to one i>f them, and the other 
to the other. Such blind temerity of a^ssertion is wonderful. 
It is only necessary to refer to the note of the 16th of August 
to see that both subjects Jire distinctly referred to in giving 
both the reasons. The Marquis wonders what can be my 
reason in insisting on tliis contradiction, which, if it existed, 
he thinks unimportant. It is surely important to show the 
little care and consideration witli wliich a Brazilian Seci*etaiy 
of State excuses himself in a question of gravity. 

4. In answer to mv distinction that 1 had not consulted 
Senlior Ta([ues about the visit of a man-of-war, with Captain 
Saumarez, to Eio Grande, but informed him of it, ottering the 
Captain's services, if the Jiiazilian (iovernment chose to 
accept them, the Marquis maintains that this utter of services 
was a consultation, and that the man-of-war and Captain 
Saumares ought not to have proceeded till I had received an 
answer ftom Senhor Taques. The flact, however, is that I 
told Senhor Taques that I wrote to iSm Admiial to send a 
ship and an officer, and it was therefore dear that I had no 
intention of waiting for an answer. What Senhor Taques 
should have dcme^ was to send instructions to the Flcesident 
of the FioTinoe, how to reply to the offer of assistance from 
the naval officer who was coming ; and instructions firom Bio 
might have reached the President of Bio Grande some time 
before the arriyal of Oaptain Saumares, who went from 
Monte Video after the receipt by the Admiral there of my 
despatch to him dated the same day as my note informing 
Senhor Taques. The neglect of not sending prop^ instruo- 
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tions to the President of the Province, it is now intended to 
cover with sophistry. 

5. As regards the Justicii of the Peace, Bento Scares, the 
Marquis now says that the denial of his guilt, and refusal to 
punish him, are founded on " the result of a process regularly 
instituted, during which all possible information was col- 
lected ; and that the mere assertion of Mr. Yereker cannot 
prevail against such acts of the competent authority who 
proceeded in conformity with the law." This process must 
be the first inquiry held by the Delegate of Police, the imper- 
fections and unsatisfactoiy character of which have been 
acknowlecljred in word and act by the Imperial Governnient. 
I extract from ^Ir. Verekefs despatch to this Location of 
October 14, 18G1, a short account of this inquiry: "An 
Indian, named ^lariaiio, has been arrested as iiiij)licated in 
the robberies ; lie is stated to be an eiu])loye of Senlior Bento 
Soares ; he has been a lung time in jail, but it is said that no 
evidence can be obtained against liim, the residents on the 
coast even disobeying the judicial orders to aj>pear as wit- 
nesses. Two others, both in the employ of Soares, are stated 
to have fled to the Republic of the Uruguay. Senhor Soares 
himself has been examined, but it is stated that nothing was 
elicited. I had requested to be present at the examination 
of this person, as well as that of the Indian ^Mariano, but was 
not given the opportunity of being present." Thus Mr. 
Vereker, whose assertions will not now be listened to, was 
not examined or allowed to be present. The inquiry was a 
prelinunary one, with a view to the intbctment of those 
against whom sufficient prwid facte evidence might be found. 
The result was the accusation of three individuals. After a 
later inquiry, eight more have been accused. We do not know 
what evidence was brought Ibrwud tgainst Soares ; Mr. 
Vereker's certainly was not obtained. But apart firom legal 
trial, Soares is a Justice of the Peace, amenable to the Govern- 
ment fbr his general conduct and reputation ; and would any 
right-thinking and well-administered Government abstain 
from taking notice of such imputations against a magistrate 
as have been made and well supported by Mr. Yereker, and 
from disgracing him if they were not satisfactorily answered? 

Your Lordship may think we are in a position fairly to 
suggest to tbe Brazilian Gktvemment that, while the can- 
vassing of a Judge in a suit pending before him against an 
Englishman by a high official in the Ministry of Justice is 
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passed over without notice, Her Majesty's Government 
cannot be expected to assign great value to any legal pro- 
ceed in rrs in Brazil. 

6. Your Lordship will judge from the report made by 
Admiral Warren on the suspicions of murder, how far the 
Marquis is justified in saying that it has been " demonstrated 
that the suspicion of the murder of some of the crew was 
totally unfounded." 

7. Your Lordship will understand the allusion made to Mr. 
Yeieker's £EJ]ibility on questions of assassination. It is, of 
course, known to the Brazilian Government, as it is known 
to your Lordship, that Mr. Verekcr, when he lately came to 
Kio from Eio Grande on his way home, was in a state of 
nervous excitement, with a delusion ai>nut attempts to 
assassinate him ; but it might be suggested to the Brazilian 
Government that Mr. Vereker's illness may have been caused 
by the troubles, labours, and anxieties which the *' Prince of 
Wales" question had l)rouglit upon him, by virulent abuse of 
the Brazilian press, and by obstructions and ill-will of the 
Brazilian authorities. 

8. The note ends with an indignant protest against a sup- 
posed demand of mine for copies in rxtmso of all the cor- 
respondence of the Imperial Government with the local 
authorities in this question. The Marquis of Abrantes h.'id 
sent me a series of dates of despatches to the President of the 
Province, asserting that all those despatches had been sent 
spontaneously. Neither I nor any one else could form any 
judgment from the dates. I remarked that Her Majesty s 
Government were not satisfied that tlie Brazilian autliorities 
had acted so promptly and spontaneously in this question as 
was asserted ; but that, if all the corresx)ondence in evtcnso 
were not previously communicated to Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment, I supposed that it would all be published according to 
custom in a future annual Eepoit ; and that if, after perusal 
of ail the correspondence, and on a review of all the proceed- 
ings, Her Miijesty's Government came to think they had l)eeii 
in any way unjust, injustice would be eagerly acknowledged. 
I think this remark does not threaten Brazilian independence, 
and need not rouse Brazilian incUgnation. If the correspond- 
ence is published in a future annual Keport, it is to be ho| ed 
that the whole will appear, or that there will be a fair publi- 
cation. 

I have thus commented on all the important topics of this 
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note^ and it will be for your Lotdship to judge wlieiher it is 
desirable to make my reply to the Brazilian Qovemment 

I leave it to your Lordship to appreciate the tone of the 
Marqtus's note, which seems to me not veiy becoming. 

I have, &c, 
(Signed) W. D. CHBISTIE. 



Endosnre 1 in No. 64< 

Marquis oj Ahr antes to Mr, Christie. 

Fofdgn OiEoe^ Bia da Janoins October 20, 18S2. 

(Translation.) 

With reference to the shipwreck of the barque " Prince of 
Wales," Mr. William Duugal Christie, &c., addressed to me 
the note dated the 18th ultimo, of which I acknowledge 
recei})t, and the contents of which may be summed up in the 
refusal to acce])t the principal explanations, elucidations, and 
information which as regards the occurrences proceeding from 
the said deplorable event, I have in the frankest manner, on 
the part of the Imperial Government, furnished to Her 
Britannic ]\Iajesty's Legation; and in supporting and insisting 
on the opinions and arguments previously produced by Mr. 
Christie in his correspondence on this subject 

The consciousness that the Imperial Government had 
loyally and anxiously fulfilled its duty, not less than the 
desire to satisfy the claims of Her Britannic Majesty^s Lega- 
tion in favour of the rights and just interests of its country- 
men, led me not only to nse the greatest frankness and 
minuteness in the explaining to Mr. Christie the proceedings 
of the said Government^ and of the subaltern authorities of the 
province of St Pedro do Sul, relative to the deplorable event 
in question, but also to take pains to remove from Mr. 
Christie's mind, in elucidating and explaining them, the 
apprehensions and the doubts which on this subject he has 
been putting foith in the divers notes which he has done me 
Hie honour to address to me. 

Unhappily, however, I observe that from my efforts the 
hoped for result has not ensued ; for, notwithstanding all the 
explanations, elucidations, and information so frankly and 
loyally furnished, Mr. Christie is not yet satisfied, and, so to 
say, persists in his ohginal opinion. 

Under such circumstances, seeing that the discussion would 
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become interminable^ and that no advantage would ensne 
from its continuance, in the brief leply which I am going to 
present to Mr. Christie's not^ I will restrict myself to cor- 
recting the inaccuracy of some of his propositions : protesting; 
at the same time» agtdnst a new principle or doctrine whiim 
Mr. Christie appears to be desirous of establieliing; and to 
which the Imperial Gk>yemment cannot certainly assent 

The first inaccuracy which Mr. Christie wiU allow me to 
correct is that in which he says that in my note of the 1 6th 
of last August, in answering his query respecting the dis- 
missal of two officials, without citing his own worcLs, I spoke 
of the dismissal of the two officials referred to, who, in the 
discharge of their duties, proceeded with culpable negligence. 

The unprejudiced reading of the part of my note to which 
Mr. Christie alludes is sufficient to demonstrate that I alleged 
nothing on iny part to that eflfect, having confined myself to 
repeat^ though not ipsis verbii, what Mr. Christie had said. 

Consequently, the inference which Mr. Christie chose to 
draw horn that pretended edlegation of mine, that is, that I 
myself recognized the culpable neglect of those officials, is 
not exact. 

In my said note of the 16th of August I announced to 
Mr. Christie that the inquiries had been concluded, the result 
being that eleven individuals were accused of the crime of 

robbery. 

Mr. Christie understood from these words that, besides 
those eleven individuals, there were also the three of whom I 
Bpoke in my preceding notes, and others who were supposed 

to have taken refnge in the neighbouring State. 

Tn order to remove the error under which Mr. Christie 
laboured, I stated to him, in my note of the ()th ultimo, that 
eleven was the number of the individuals accused as criminals, 
and that nothing else could be deduced from my note of the 
16th of August. 

Mr. Christie now admits his error, but thinks it convcnif^nt 
and fitting to add that it is to l)o regietted that the satislac- 
tion which he felt at the accounts of new discoveries shonid 
be mingled with sorrow tliat the result fell so short of his ex- 
pectations. 

In this respect I have only to observe that I am by no 
means responsible for the regret experienced by Mr. Christie, 
who otherwise has exclusively to atti'ibute it to himself for 
not .having properly understood the words of my note of the 
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16th of August, which have in no way been since modified or 
altered. 

And if Mr. Christie had the frankness to confess the sorrow 
which was caused him hy the knowledge that there were not 
more than eleven accused of crime, the Imperial Government* 
on this point, is of a contrary opinion in wishing that that 
numher was still less, or rather that^ in so lamentable a case, 
there was not a single guilty person. 

Mr. Christie again compares two passages in my note of 
the 16th of August, in order to detect me in contradiction in 
the explanation of the causes why certain information had 
not been earlier furnished to the British Legation ; observing, 
on one side, that I did not give the information rdTerred to 
because I did not possess it^ and on the other because I did 
not wish to do so. 

I am, therefore, in order to correct this inaccuracy, com- 
pelled to repeat that the two passages to which Mr. Christie 
alludes have refereiK c to entirely diiTerent subjects. 

In the first case, the information relative to those who are 
accused of robbery only reached the Imperial Government 
on the Hth of August ; and m the second, I rephed to Mr. 
Christie that the said Government was more desirous to 
answer the calls of justice than to acquire the good opinion 
of the Ihitish Government, although it greatly appreciatec^ 
the same. 

I, however, added that the Imperial Government would not 
hesitate in furnishing, at a suitable time, every information 
on the subject, or even when called on for it bv Iler Britannic 
Majesty's Legation, if the Imperial Government should be in 
possession of the necessary data for that purpose. 

It is not, tberefore, possible for me to discover the object 
or end of this persistence on ^Ir. Chiistie s part, unless by 
attributing it to a desire to detect me in a contradiction wiiich 
really does not exist, and which has no importance whatever. 

Mr. Clnisiie says I was iHistiil:en in supposing or deelariiig 
that he had consulted Councillor Taques wlietlier the Im- 
perial Government would admit the visit of an officer of the 
English navy; and, as explaining his meaning, he now^ asserts 
that he only informed Senhor Taques of the fact, because he 
did not think it necessary to consult the Imperial Govern- 
ment respecting the visit of an officer or a ship of the English 
navy to any port of the empira 

Mr. Christie thus places the question upon an entirely new 



Digitized by 



footing. The Imperial Government never had tlie pretension 
of being consulted, nor did it ever think that it should be, 
about the entrance of an £nglish officer or ship into a port of 

the empire. 

The qiK^stion was as to the object of the presence of 
Captain Saumarez and of the vessels which accompanied 
him. Now the object of official attendance at the inquiry, 
to which the authority of the country had to proceed, was 
undisguisedly revealed by Captain Saumarez himself, and by 
Consul Vereker, in their interviews with the President of the 
Province on the 6tli and 7th of last April ; and not even did 
Mr. Christie deny it but conlirined it, for in his nf)te of the 
16th of July, referring to Captain Saumaiez and the refasal 
on the part of the Imperial Government to admit his official 
intervention, he declared very expressly and positively that 
the question could not be resolved in a satisfactory manner, 
without a complete inquiry made in the presence of a British 
officer. 

Therefore, such being Mr. Christie's intention, it is clear 
that he ought to have consulted the Imperial Government, as 
he really did consult it, according to the evidence of his own 
words, " I offered the assistance of the naval officer to the 
Brazilian Government, if they chose to acc()pt it." 

It therefore appears clear that Mr. Christie ought to have 
awaited the answer of the Imperial Government before 
deciding upon the coming of the officer for the purpose 
pointed out. 

If Captain Saumarez or any other English officer had 
presented himself without exhibiting pretensions of the 
nature in question, and which he doubtless derived from 
instructions received, no refusal would certainly have been 
made by the local authorities, nor would the Imperial 
Government have had any observation to offer. 

If, however, such instructions existed, and Captain Sau- 
marez was not received, the reason was because Mr. Christie 
had not waited for the reply of the Imperial Government 

Mr. Christie further states, that his Govemment is hx from 
being convinced that the Imperial Governmoit has acted 
spontaneously and promptly in this deplorable affair, and 
eontinnes to maintam &at the Imperial GrOYemment would 
have done nothing without the notes of ^e British Legation, 
the intervention of Mr. Vereker, and finally without the con- 
ferences between Mr. Christie and the Brazilian Minister fic»r 
Foreign Affium P 
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If, happily, Mr. Christie has not denied that the despatch 
of the 26th if December 1861, to which this Ministry has 
twice called his attention, preceded the note of the British 
Legation of the 17th of ^larch last, it is nevertheless certain 
that, in generalising the qnestion, he continues to maintain 
his favourite proposition, that only to himself and Mr. Vereker 
the glory appertains of all that the Imperial Gk)y eminent has 
done. 

Becalling the facts, it is to be observed thai Mr. Christie 
oommenced by insinuating, in hia note of the 14th of August, 
that the impulse given to the Imperial Goveminent was dae 
to the demands of the British Le^tioa 

By my note of the 16th I proved the contraiy, to which 
Mr. Christie sabsequentiy replied in his note of the 22nd, 
presenting Mr. Vereker as the anziliaiy moves. 

Having also proved by my note of the 6th ultimo the 
groundlessness of this allegation, Mn. Christie now has le* 
course to his conferences with the Minister for Foreign 
Affaira 

Thus, as it appears, it is pretended that the source must 
necessarily be English from which the measures taken in this 
distressing subject emanated, Mr. Christie not choosing to 
recognize any initiative of the Imperial Government. 

But, it being certain that the facts already repeatedly ex- 
plained protest against such a condusion» nothing more 
remains for me to say on this point 

Though Mr. Christie^ in order to justify the distrust occa- 
sioned by the assertions of Councillor Taques, admits that 
tliat gentleman had in fact declared that the Imperial Govern^ 
merit, if culpable negligence in the proceedings of the Sub* 
Delegate or Inspector were to come to its knowledge, would 
duly punish them, he nevertheless quotes that Councillor's 
words in which he says that the authorities had fulMed their 
duty. 

Mr. Christie, doubtless unintentionally, has inverted the 
assertions of Councillor Taques, the result of which is, that 
the first prevails over the second, or rather that the latter is 
entirely neutralized. 

In placing, however, those allegations in the order in which 
they were presented, what is seen is, that Councillor Ta([ues 
said, in the first place, that what was known was, that up to 
the uioniorit in which he was writing to Mr. Christie (the 
19th of April j, the authorities had pioceedcd as they ought 
to have done, and he subsequently made the proper reserve 
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fnr the event of its being ascertained by further inquiries 
that the said authorities had been remiss iu the performance 
of their duties. 

Consequently there is no plausible motive in this proceed- 
ing for authorizing the apprehensions of which Mr. Christie's , 
mind is possessed: 

Mr. Christie persists in the suspicion of the culpability of 
the Justice of the Peace, Bento Scares, based on the assertions 
of Mr. Verekcr, which he has the goodness to refer to, and 
wonders that the said Justice has remained unpunished, 
whilst the Sub-Delep:at6 and the Inspector were dismissed, 
the former for a trillinG^ fault, which was of no consequence, 
and the latter for the simple convenience of preserving; to the 
authority the necessary prestige, expecting from the Imperial 
Government under such circumstances something more than 
a simple denial. 

To all that I have said on this subject in my previous notes 
I will only add, that the denial of the Government is founded 
on the results of a process regulaily instituted, during which 
all possible information was collected ; and that the mere^ 
assertion of Mr. Vereker cannot prevail against such acts of 
the competent authority, who proceeded therein in conformity 
with the law. 

By the documents which accompanied my note of the Gth 
ultimo, it was demonstrated that the suspicion of the murder 
of some of the shipwrecked crew was totally unfounded. 

Mr. Christie's reply to the same is, that the assertions of 
the inhabitants of Albardao and of the neighbouring places, 
as well as those of the Inspector of the Custom-house and of' 
the Chief Guard s assistant, are not worthy of credit. 

If that is the case, whom shall we seek in order to satisfy 
Mr. Christie, who does not confide in the testimony of the 
inhabitants of the place and of its neighbourhood, and further 
refuses that of the proper authorities ? 

Therefore, what can be the object, what the utility of fresh 
inquiries, upon which Mr. Christie so much insists? Who 
is to be employed in such inquiries, whose depositions arc to 
be taken which may not be suspected by Mr. Christie ? 

From Mr. Christie's words the inference is, that Mr. 
Vereker's information alone deserves to be credited, whilst 
that gentleman's infallibility respecting the discoTeiy of 
crimes snoh as those' in question, may without iigustice, 
as^ Mr. Christie knows, be contested. 

p 2 
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The prmcipal propoaitioiis in Mr. Christie's note Being 
thus ooirected, I will ccmdnde with the protest to whidi I 
iJluded at the oommencement 

Mr. Clmstie says that if the knowledge in extetuo of the 
despatches of the Imperial Qovemment should not he im- 
•paited to hxak, these despatches will he puhlished in the 
next Report of this Ministiy to the L^giuatlTe hody; and 
that if it should xesnlt horn, their perusal that the ^tish 
Goreimnent has been nignst towards that of Brazil, Mr. 
Christie will be eager to acknowledge it 

If from the act of deference and courtesy on the .part of 
the Imperial Government towards that of Her Britannic 
Miyesty, in furnishing to its Eepresentative at this Court 
a siunraary of the orders issued to the subaltern authori- 
ties of the Administration, in regard to the occurrences 
arising from the shipwreck of the barque " Prince of 
Wales/' Mr. ChriBtie pretends to derive the right of exact* 
ing that those orders be integrally brought to his knowledge, 
I must declare to Mr. Christie that the Imperial Government 
does not acknowledge such a right, and solemnly protests 
against it. 

The Imperial Government will in due time account for its 
proceedings, not to Her Britannic Majesty's Government, nor 
to Mr. Christie, but to the country, represented by the 
General Legislative Assembly, the only supreme arbiter of 
its acts. 

However valuable and worthy of respect may be the 
opinion of Her Britannic Majesty's Government, or of any 
other Government, it certainly cannot be expected or pre- 
tended that it can condemn or absolve acts done within the 
limits of its own jurisdiction by an independent Govermnent 
such as Brazil prides itself on being. 

I renew, &c. 
(Signed) MAKQUIS OF ABEA]^TES. 



Enclosure 2 in No. 64. 
Mr, CkrisUe to ihe MarqwU of Ahr antes. 

Petropolifli October 22^ 1862, 

M. LE Marquis, 
I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 20th 
instant, on the affair of the British barcjue Prince of Wales." 
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Agreein<T with yonr Excellency that it is not desirable to 
prolong this correspondence, I abstain from replying. Your 
note will be forwarded to Her Majesty's Government, who 
are already in possession of all the preceding correspondence. 

I avail &c. 
(Signed) ' W. D. CHKISTIE. 



No. 65. 

Mr, Chridu to £arl RuudL-^ Reedoed Decemher a; 

Kio Ue Jaueiro, November 0, 1862. 

My Lord, 

I have received your Lordship's despatches of October 8, 
instructing me as to demands to be made on the liruziliau 
Government in tiie questions of the vessel " Prince of Wales," 
and the assault on the officers of the " Forte." 

After much reflection I have thought it right to defer 
addressing a note to the Brazilian Gtoveniment on the "Prince 
of Wales question, until I know yonr Lordship's opinion on 
the farther oonespondence which I sent to you in my despatch 
of September 24, or at any rate until I have received the 
farther instructions, which axe promised by the next mail, 
as to the conduct which I am to pursue in tiie event of 
a refusal to comply with the demands of Her MsQeatfa 
Goyemment 

Tour Lordship's demand on the Brazilian Government for 
compensation for the plunder of the "Prince of Wales** is 
based on '* the culpable proceedings of their authorities, whose 

guilt they have at length discovered and admitted" Tour 
Lordship will since have learnt that the Brazilian Govern- 
ment deny that the dismissed officials have be^ guilly of 
culpable neglect I have my own opinion about this denial; 
but in a matter of such importance I think it right to be on 
the safe side, and to wait until I know what view is taken of 
it by the Government 

It occurs to me as possible that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment may regard the latter note of the Marquis of Abiantes 
as aggravating the wrong of the Brazilian Government 

It also forcibly occurs to me that your Lordship may wish 
to take a stronger tone, or perhaps even higher ground, on 
the question of the probabilities of murder of the crew, after 
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oil have read the cogent letter of Admiral Warren, which 
al.su lurwarded in niy dos})atcli of September 24?. Your 
Lordship may know that at an early stage of this question 
I had sonn^ misgivings as to the charge of murder ; but the 
Report of Admiral Warren, which your Lordship will by this 
time have read, seemed to me to be as near an approach as 
possible to positive demonstration of murder, on a comparison 
of ciicumstantial evidence, after the culpable neglect of the 
Brazilian anthoritieB to hold an inquest immediately has 
brought us to the necessity of making the best of other 
means of inquiry. 

. Having detennined, for tiiese reasons, to postpone addressing 
the Brazilian Government on the " Prince of Wales" question, 
I have thought it better to postpone' also sending in the note 
which vour Lordship has ordered in th^ question of the 
" Forte, as until I have received the further promised in- 
structions for the case of refusal, I cannot judge how the two 
questions may be mixed up in your instriictions for action. 

I have consulted with Admiral Warren, and learnt that 
postponement is in no way inconvenieiit to him with 
reference to his ships. 

Under these circumstances I hope your Lorylship will 
approve of my delay, which I think cannot in any respect 
be injurious. 

I have received no communication whatever from the 
Marquis of Abrantes about the " Forte" case, and I expe^ 
none. Your Lordship will judge from the tone of his note 
on the " Prince of Wales" question transmitted in my pre- 
ceding despatch, what chance there is of repari^tion in this 
matter unless from fear uf force. 

It is likely that I may receive by the steamer which leaves 
England at this time instructions from your Lordship with 
reference to my despatch of September 24, which may 
relieve me from all doubt ; but should that not be so, I shall 
not hesitate to wait another month, till I receive ^ answer 
to this despatch. 

I take the precaution of asking Her Majesty's Minister at 
Lisbon to telegraph to your Lordsliip to inform you that a 
despatch is on its way, which you may wish to answer by 
return steamer. 

T hav^, &c., 
(Signed) W. D. CHRISTIE. 
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No. 66. 

Iht Secniarff 4o tJU Admiralty to Mr. Hammond,— (B^uwid 

December 4.) 

Admiitltj, I>eoaiiilMr8^ 1802. 

Wiih reference to your letteis of the 8th October and 4th 
Novei&ber, respecdog the steps to be taken, ^ould the 
Brazilian GoYemment refuse to concede iiie demands made by 
Her M^esty's Ctovemment in the cases of the recent outrage 
on the officers of Her Majesty's ship ** Forte," and the 
plunder in June 1861 of tiie wreck of the British ship 
" Prince of Wales," I am commanded by my Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty to send you herewith, for the 
information of Earl Russell, an extract from a letter of Rear- 
Admiral Warren, dated the 7th instant, reporting that he has 
made arrangements for having a squadron in the neighbour- 
hood of Bio de Janeiro by the first week of the present month 
in readiness to proceed to reprisais» if necessaiy, to obtaia 
satisfaction from the Brazilian Gbvwnment 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) C. PAG£I. 



Enclosure in No. 66. 

JRear-Admiral Warren to the Secretary to the Admiralty, 

**M«d<gMCtr," fiio cU Janeiro^ November 7, 186S. 

(Extract.) 

Having, in compliance with their Lordships' letter of the 
8th ultimo, placed myself in communication with Mr. Christie, 
Her Majesty's Minister, and ascertained his views on the 
subject of the instructions from Her Majesty's Government to 
proceed to reprisals, if necessary, to obtain satisfaction in the 
case of the outrage committed on the officers of the " Forte," 
and with regard to the plunder of the wreck of the British 
ship " Prince of Wales," I have accordingly made arrange- 
ments to have all the squadron in the neighbourhood of Rio 
by the first week in December, except two gun-boats, which 
I shall leave in the Biver Plate. 
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No. 67. 

Mr. Si^hem to Earl RusaeU. — (Meceived Dtcmb&r 10.) 

Iff, DbEOO Strett, Glasgow, DsomlMr 9, 186S. 

Mt Lobd^ 

I fiilly expected, ere this, tiiat some definite amngement 
would have been made for liie settling of the claims made by 
me on behalf of the viyes and fitmilies of the mm^tered crew 
of the late barque " Prince of Wales^** and also for the stores 
and caigo of that ship^ plundered by the Bradlian authorities 
and subjects. I have again to call your Lordship's attention . 
to this matter, as we are beset by the relatives of the deceased, 
who are very boisterous for compensation, and we consider 
very justly so, as you are aware tiiat compensation has been 
made to foreigners by our Goverument even in cases of 
plunder by the inhabitants. We delayed writing, expecting 
the last mail would have brought some settlement of this 
matter. 

I have &C. 
(Signed) ' k P. STEPHENS. 



Na 68. 

Jfr. Cli^riaiu to Earl Miossell. — (Received January 2, 1863.) 

Bio d0 Jaadro^ DMemlMr Z, 186S. 

(Extract) 

On receij^t of your Lordship's despatch of the 8th Novem- 
ber, which IS a reply to mine of the 24th September on the 
question of the " Prince of Wales," I have immediately pro- 
ceeded to act on your Lordship's previous instructions as to 
the demands to be made for the plunder of the wreck of the 
" Prince of Wales," and for the outrage on the oflScers of the 
" Forte." Copies of the two notes which I have addressed to 
the Marquis of Abrantes making these demands, and in which 
I have closely followed your Lordship's language and reason- 
ing, will be forwarded by the next opportunity. I thought 
it well to write at the same time a third note, of which I 
enclose a copy, asking the Marquis to endeavour to give me 
answers by the 20th of this month, which leaves him a whole . 
fortnight, and assuring him of the deep regret which will be 
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by Her Majesty *s Government if tlie answer in either 
case precludes all hope of amicably obtaining satisfactioiL 

By these last words I have thought I should forward your 
Loidship's wishes by suggesting that, even if the demands 
are not acceded to^.an opening might be left for negotiation ; 
and I have been anxious to suggest a time witliin which 
answers should be given, on account of the great dilatorincss 
of the Brazilian Government, and because it is not desirable to 
keep Her Miyes<y*8 vessels long in the harbour oi Bio in the 
present season. 

I have already had some conversation with Admiral 
Warren on the best course to be puisued, should it be neces- 
sary to proceed to reprisals. Tour Lordship may feel assured 
that full deference will be paid to your suggestion that private 
rather than public property should be seized. I observe your 
Lordsliip's desire to avoid proceeding to reprisals, if it is 
possible Your Lordship may depend on my doing all that is 
in my power, consistently with what I believe to be due to our 
dignity and general interests, to avoid a recourse to the 
violent measures which your instmctions authorize ; but 
your Lordsliip will not have failed to perceive from my late 
despatches, including several which will have reached yuu 
since the last instructions before me were penned, that the 
general proceedings of the Brazilian Government are most 
unsatisfactory, and show a great indisposition to do justice, 
and I anticipate much benefit for British interests in Brazil 
from the lesson which may now be administered, and may 
teach them that Her Majesty's Government, though patient 
and forbearing, will not in the end allow themselves to be 
trifled witL 



Enclosure in No. 68. 
Mr. Ckrid'U to ihs Marqwis ofAbranUs, 

Fetropolia, December 5, 1862. 

M. LE Marqitts, 

The subjects of two other notes which I address today to 
your Excellency have been so long under the consideration 
of the Imperial Government that it cannot be thought unrea- 
sonable if I ask you to endeavour to furnish me witii answers 
by the 20th of this month. 

I need not say what pleasure it will give me to be enabled 
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to inform Her Miyesty's Qomnment^ by the &ezt I^ch 

steamer, that their wishes are complied with. 

I would also assure your Excellency that it will cause the 
deepest regret to Her Majesty's Government if the answer to 
either note should preclude all hope of amicably obtaining 
aatisfEu^tiou. 

I avail, &c., 

(Signed) W. D. CHRISTIiL 



No. 69. 
Earl Ru8$eU ^ Mr, Chridie, 

Foreign Office, January 5, 1868. 

SlB» 

I approve the steps taken by you, as reported in youz 
deig^tch of tiie BQi lutimo^ to give effeet jto the instructions 
whidi you have received r^aiding the cases of the " Forte" 
and '< Prince of Wales." 

I am, &0. 

(Signed) BUSSELL 



No. 70. 

Mr. Christie to Earl RusM. — (Reemed Janary 21, 1863.^ 

Bio hueSan, Dedtabtr 11, 1868. 

MtLobd^ 

With reference to my despatch of the 8th instant, I have 
the honour to enclose copies of two notes which I addressed 
to the Marquis of Abrantes <m the 6th, in obedience to your 
Lordship's instructions on the subjects of the ill-treatment 
of the officers of her Majesty's ship " Forte," and of the 
plunder of the wreck of the " Prince of Wales." 

Yonr Lordship will see that in the note on the latter sub- 
ject, which is mainly founded on your Lordship's despatch 
of the 8th of October, I have incorporated some of the 
observations made in your Lordship's later despatch of the 
8th of November. 

I have &c 
(Signed) W. D. CHBISTIK 
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Eoclosme 1 in Ka 70* 

Mr, Christie to th$ Marquis of Ahrantes, 

PtUopolu^ Deoeuber 5, 1862. 

M. LE Mahquis, 

Her Majesty's Government have instructed me to address 
your Excellency on the subject of the serious outrage coni- 
mitted on the 17th of June by a Brazilian police-guard on 
the officers of Her ^[aje^ty's "Forte," and the subsequent 
imprisonment of these officers attended with many circum- 
stances of indignity ; and I am much concerned to tind 
myself, on the receipt of the instructions which it is now my 
duty to execute, without any answer from your Excellency to 
the note which I addressed to you on the 19th of August 

Her Majesty's Government have carefully considered the 
depositions and evidence taken in the case, and they can 
c^noe to no other conclusion hut that the Tersion given by 
the three ofBcers is trae^ and that the defence set up is un- 
worthy of credit 

The officers' statement is as follows 

Having obtained leave to go out on a pleasure excursion, 
they dined moderately at an hotel on &e Tguca hill, and 
w^e hurrying back to catch the omnibus for Bio when they 
passed the sentry of the guard-house at T^juca. ]Mr. Cle- 
menger, the chaplain, who was in advance with Mr. Hornby; 
was approached by the sentry, and he had scarcely time to 
a^k in Spanish what the sentry wanted, before he was struck 
by the butt of the sentry's musket, and stabbed at with his 
bayonet The sentry at the same time called out the guard, 
who rushed upon the three officers and after much violence 
drove thein into the ppiardrhouse ; Lieutenant Fringle alone 
having made any resistance to the bmtal violence that was 
used against them. On being lodged in the guard-house 
prison they asked to see the officer of the guard, who, after 
the lapse of ten minutes or a quarter of an hour, made his 
appearance for the first time. They immediately gave on 
paper tlieir full names and rank, first direct to the ofScer, and 
secondly through an interpreter, and wrote to their Captain 
and to the British Consul to inform them of their position. But 
these letters, it appears, were withheld, and were not forwarded 
to their destination. Two of the party were confined for the 
night in a room called the " refectory," and the third in the 
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prison, and on the following morning they were ignominiously 
marched on foot guarded by an escoi-t, though they offered to 
pay for a conveyance, to the City Police Court at Rio, where 
they again wrote out their naiiifs and rank. They were then 
put into a filthy prison among criminals of the lowest class, 
the prison official admitting that he was aware that they 
were British officers ; and after the lapse of two hourtJ, and 
at the intercession of the British Consul, with whom they 
had managed to communicate, they were removed into a less 
dirty prison, and subsequently to the police barracks, whei-e 
at last they were civilly treated. At half-past 11 on the fol- 
lowing morning they were released by a written order of the 
Chief of Police, no reasons being given for their imprisonment 
or for their liberation. 

Such is shortly the stor\^ of these officers taken from their 
depositions, and as they have never varied in their statements, 
which are probable and consistent, and as they have expressed 
a strong desire to be confronted with the adverse witnesses. 
Her Majesty's Government are impressed with the conviction 
that their story is strictly true, as was indeed to be expected 
from their characters as officers and gentlemen. 

On the other hand, the version of the affair, given by the 
Bnudlian police, is supported by evidenoe in wMch no confi- 
dence can be placed. 

They state that the officers were drunk, and that they 
annoyed the passers-by on ihe road between the hotel and 
the guard-house ; but it is remaikable that no passer-by has 
been produced to give evidence on this pointy and that in the 
original duoge preferred against them by tiie oflicer of the 
pohce-guard, of which a copy was given them» no mention 
was made of iStueax being drunk, and no witnesses have been 
produced who had been annoyed by them on the road. The 
officer and soldiers of the guiurd have deposed as to the cir- 
cumstances of the commencement of the affray between the 
British officers and the sentry, when by their own admission 
they were not present at the time ; and it is to be observed 
that the Brazilian officer, more particularly, has deposed to 
all the circumstances of the struggle with the guard, while it 
is positively affirmed that he did not appear until ten minutes 
after the prisoners were lodged in the guard-house prison. 

It is impossible to believe on other points evidence of a 
witness whose statement is so palpably untrue on this pointy 
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and Her Majesty's Government cannot doubt that the officer 
of the Brazilian guard was perfectly aware oi the nationality 
and rank of his prisoners. 

Her Majesty's Govenrment regard this matter in a serious 
light, and cannot submit to leave such an outrage unatoned 
for. I am aocoidinglj instructed to demand from the Imperial 
(Government : — 

1. That the Ensign of the guard shall be dismissed from 
the service ; 

2. That the sentiy who commenced the attack shall be 
adequately punished ; 

3. That an apology be made by the Brazilian Government 
for this outrage on British naval officers ; and 

4 That the Chief of Police, and the official wlio received 
the officers at the Rio police-station, be publicly censured. 

I avail, &C. 

(Signed) W. D. CHRISTIE. 



Enclosure 2 in No. 70. 

Mr. ChrisUe to the Marguis of AbratUes, 

F«tropoli8» December 5, 1868. 

M. LE MaBQUIB^ 

Her Migesty's Government have instructed me to address 
to your Excellency the following communication on the sub- 
ject of the sad events which followed the wreck of the English 
barque "Prince of Wales." 

This wreck, which probably occurred on the 7th or 8th of 
June of last year, was first heard of by Her Majesty's Consul 
at Kio Grande do Sul on the ISth of that month, through 
Senhor Bento Venancio Scares, a Magistrate of Albardao, 
who had stated, in conversation that some bodies had been 
washed ashore near lus house, but professed to have no know- 
ledge of a wreck. 

Subsequent inquiries, however, induced Her Majesty's 
Consul to suspect tliat a British ship had been wrecked, and 
he consequently left on the following day for the coast of 
Albardao, with the Municipal Judge, and a small Customs 
guard, and arrived at the house of Senhor Bento Soares, 
where they were received with evident reluctance by his 
daughter, her father being absent. 

Early the following morning the party visited the scene of 
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die wreek; and found the shore strewn with its relii^, and 

with parti of the carjni, such as casks, barrels, seamen s 
trunks^ Ac, some of which had evidently been dashed to 
pieces on tiie V)parh, but others of which had as evidently 
been very recently broken open, and plundered of their con- 
tents. The linings of some of the tmnks were quite dry, as 
if they had boon «?afely brought on shore in boats. Ten bodi( s 
were stated to have been discovered, some of thein a long 
way from the beach, but no money or watches were forth- 
coming Proj^erty from the wreck, uninjured by water, was 
found in the house of Senhor ]V*nto Soares. 

No inquest havint^ been ht^d on the bodies by the Sub- 
Delegate of the District, Mr. Vereker proposed to view them ; 
but this was strongly objected to in a most suspicious manner 
by the Inspector of the Disti ict, who was met with on the 
shore acconii)anit'.l by an armed force. 

Mr Ver«'k»'r then returned to Rio Grandtv and applied for 
assistance io cnnvfv the ten bodies thither tor iiK-nest and 
burial The assistance was given, tliough at the time Mr. 
Vereker liad to defray all expenses ; but only four of the 
bodies arrivt-d at Kio Grande. 

hupiests Were subsequently held on the bodies at Eio 
Grande, and on those at Albardao, at the latter plac-^ by Sub- 
Delegate Gnn(;alves, now dismissed, assi.sted ))y the brutlier- 
in-law of Senhor Soares. Senhor Pereira de Sousa, who is said 
to have headed a party of plunderers of the wreck. One 
body only was disinterred ; the others were found unburied, 
and in an advanced state of decomposition. Tlie verdict on 
all was in effect, "found drown«<l," though there were most 
suspicious circumstances attending the discover}' of some of 
them, stripped of their clothes, and far beyond the reach of 
the tide at high water. 

After repeated and earnest applications from Mr. Vereker 
for a searching inquiry, he at length heard, on the 18th of 
September, that one man had been convicted of being in 
possession of property stolen from the wreck. The President 
of the Province stated at the same time that the chief culprits' 
had fled, and he pleaded the great difficn% of indacing the- 
inbabitants to give any evidence at all in the case. Later in 
December, the same reasons were pleaded fbr the unsAecessfdl 
result of a farther inquiry, and although it has been admitted 
from the first that the wreck was plundered, it was not until 
August of this year, fourteen months after the wreck occurred, 
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that your Excellency stated that two of the officials, ^ liose 
couduct had been previously praised, had been dismissed, and. 
that eleven persons were accused of plundering the wreck. 
But Senhor Bento Soares is declared to be free from all accu- 
sation, and has not been put on trial It seems to Her 
Majesty's Government impossible that Soares should not have 
been cognizant of what took place ; indeed, the presumption 
from the evidence 13 strong tha.t he participated in the 
robbery. 

Your Excellency has been good enough to say that the 
Imperial Government have quite satisfied themselves that 
none of the crew of the vessel were murdered. Her Ma,jesty*s 
Government are by no means satisfied of tliis. The pre- 
sumptive evidence is strong that the persons whose missing 
bodies are said to have been bnried, but whose graves nobody 
can show, were mnrdered. But this question of murder is 
one which coiUd only have been entirely set st rest by an 
imme<Uate inquest on all the bodies of the crew, and by a 
prompt and searching investigation. 

Her Majesty's Government resard the excuses made by 
your Excellency in order to evade responsibility, — that the 
coast, where these outrages have been committed by Brazilian 
subjects on helpless foreigners, is desert and inhospitable, 
and that after long delays the Imperial Qovemment has 
fidled in discovering the culprits^ as totally inadmissible by 
the Government whose subjects have been injured. 

The time is come when Her Majesty's Gtovemment must 
ask compensation for the plundering of the wreck and of the 
bodies ; and they must look for tiiis compensation to the 
Imperial Government as being responsible for the losses 
occasioned by the culpable proceedings of their autlKuities. 

I am, therefore, instructed to demand from the Imperial 
Government compensation for the losses that have been 
occasioned to the owner of the " Prince of Wales," by the 
wholesale plunder of the wreck, and also for the robberies of 
property of the crew. 

The owner claims : — 

£ 8. d. 

For cargo and stores - - 5,500 0 0 
For jfreight - 1,025 19 0 

6,-525 19 0 

Her Majesty's Government do not commit themselves to 
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tlie amount thus claimed ; and it will be incumbont on tlie 
owner to produce a properly certified estimate of th(^ value of 
the cargo and stores. But when the Imperial Government 
shall have admitted the principle, Her Majesty's Government 
are prepared to accept a fair arbitration on tlie question as to 
the actual amount, of compensation to be made, and they will 
also leave to the arbiter or arbiters to determine tlie amount 
of the compcnisation to be made to the relatives of the people 
on board, whose bodies were stripped and plundered. 

In conclusion, I am instructed to state that Her iNfajesty's 
Government, having regard to the extraordinaiy delay and 
procrastination of the Brazilian authorities in this grave 
matter, must insist that anv such arbitration shall be set on 
foot without loss of time, and shall be conducted with all 
possible speed to an issue. 

I fivdil &c> 
(Signed) W. D. CHPJSTIR 



No. 71. 

Mr. Ckritiu to Sari RuneU.'-'iEemved Jamuxry 21, 1863.) 

Bio do Jineixoy December 24, 1802. 

My Lord, 

I am unable, as I had hoped, to report by this opportunity 
definitively on the questions of the ** Prince of Wales" and 

the officers of the " Forte." 

Having asked the Marquis of Abrnntes to endeavour to 
answer me by the 20th, I arrived in Kio on the morning of 
that day, and not finding answers waiting for me, I sent Mr. 
Brodie to the Secretaiy of the Marquis, to ask when I might 
expect answers. Mr. Brodie was informed by the Secretary 
that the answer in the case of the "Forte" was not quite 
ready, a report which was expected fiom the Ministiy of 
Justice not having reached the Marquis ; and that, further, 
there was to be a meeting of the Cabinet that evening (Satur- 
day the 20th), when the answers would be finally settled, 
and that I might count on receiving them on the morning of 
Monday the 22nd. The Secretary entered into some further 
explanations about the notes, from which it was to be inferred 
that the two questions were to be discussed, and that in 
neither case would all the batislactiou which had been 
demanded be given. 
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On Monday morning, the 22ii(l, I received the note of 
which I enclose a translation, which is dated the 18th, and 
which simply informed me that the Government of the 
Bmperor had determined to charge their Minister in London 

to confer with the British Cabinet on the two questions. 

If any reliance is to be placed on what was told to Mr. 
Brodie by the Secretary of the Marquis, on the 20th, it is to 
be inferred that the Cabinet changed their plan of proceeding 
that evening. But how can the date of the IBth, given to the 
note which had been sent me, be pleasantly accounted for ? 
. The enclosed note mentions no additional information to 
be presented to Her Miyeety's Government, and gives no 
reason for referring the question to London. I have regarded 
the note as a mere trick to gain time, and stave off a difficulty, 
and I determined at once not to admit this answer. 

I therefore sought the Marquis of Abrantes, aiul took Mc 
Brodie with me. I stated to the Marquis that I had come to 
make an important communication, and, as conversations 
Were sometimes misunderstood and unremembered, I thought 
he might agree with me in wishing that each should be 
attended by a witness. He therefor.', called in his Piivate 
Secretary, and the following conversation took place, in the 
presence of Mr. Brodie and that gentleman. 

I told the Marquis that I had received his reply with great 
regret. I pointed out to him that there was no mention of 
any additional information to be presented to Her Majesty's 
Government, on either question. He said that there was 
something new to be presented on the " Prince of Wales" 
question, and that the Government intended to make a new 
explanation of the facts. I replied tliat a new explanation 
did not necessarily imply new matter, and that they might 
communicate to me their new information, and let me judge 
whether it would justify me in departing from my instruc- 
tions. I asked him what he meant by the verbal explana- 
tions which he and the Minister ol Justice had given me, and 
to which he said that I had paid no attention, adding that I 
was not aware of any verbal explanations at alL He said 
tliat he referred to my conversation with him and Senhor 
Sinirobii, when 1 saw one and the other, in order to press an 
inquiry by the y)olice, and he enumerated the occasions. I 
told him that all these occasions were before the facts had been 
elicited, and Idecome subjects of discubsiuu ; 1 repeated that 
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nnither he noi* Senhor Sinimbd had given me a single verbal 
explanation since the communication of the report of the 
(yhief of Police, and of the depositions ; and 1 reminded him 
that, when T called on him by appointment to discuss the 
question, after examining all the documents, he declared 
himself unprepared to discuss it, and did not propose another 
conference. All this the Marquis was obliged to admit, and 
your Lordship will see that the reference in the note to verbal 
explanations is a disingenuous artifice. I further informed 
the Manjuis that I could not admit that the depositions had 
been coninmnieated to me privately (particularmente), as 
he said in his note ; that I had a right to them, and con- 
sidered that thev had been comnuuiicated to me officially, as 
th(^y ought to have l>een. I also objected to his stating that 
1 had given him a peremptory" term for answering ; I had 
suggested that he should endeavour to give me answers by 
tbe 2()th, and in fact, his note dated the 18th was not sent to 
me till tbe 22nd. 

Having thus criticised the note, 1 told the" Marquis that 
my instrui'ti<ms were, if satisfpxtion was not given in these 
two cases, to address myself to the English Admiral. 1 said 
1 regarded his note as quite unsatisfactory. I begged him to 
believe tliat I now came on my own responsibility to tell 
him of the consequences of a persistence in refusal of satis- 
faction, and hoped that he and his colleagues would take the 
communication in the same spirit in which I made it My 
deaire was not to menace them (I lutd purposely abstamed 
from coming near him until I got his flmswei), hvA impieaB 
them with tiie grarity of the ocoaskm, which they probably 
had not figured to themselves, and to do what I could to 
prevent disagreeable events and preserve Mendly relations 
between the two Governments. I mentioned that the Admarai 
who was waiting here with his 0q[uadxon beyond the usnud 
Ijeriod, was beginning to be uneasy about the beat and the 
health of the crews, and I gave this as a reason for my not 
•being able to give tiiem any long time for further delibera- 
tion. Having asked the Marquis whetiber .he could kt me 
have an answer by the next evenii^ (28rd) as to whether 
the Brazilian Government would continue to treat with me 
as to the satisfaction demanded, and finding that he was 
disposed to make difficulties about the shortness of time, I 
told him .that I would wait till after the departure of .the 
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French steamer, and give him till the moming of Saturday^ 
the 27ih, lioping that the Brazilian Groveniment would regard 
this as an additional proof of moderation and deference. The 
Marquis promised me an answer by noon of the 27th. I 
took occasion then to point out to him strongly that the 
Brazilian Government were greatly mistaken tf they sup- 
posed that^ in referring the matter to London, they would be 
appealing from me to Her Majesty's Government. The 
appeal would be to Her Miyesty's Government from them- 
selves. Her Majest/s Government had before them all the 
information oomiQunicat^d to me, had ju<%ed the question 
for themselves, and framed the demands. 

In leaving the Marquis, I expressed my hope that the step 
which I had taken would lead to a more agreeable settlement 
of these questions than I thought likely when I first read his 
note, and he replied, in taking my hand, that he did not 
doubt it (" je ne m'en doute pas"). 

I saw him again the next morning, when I added that I 
hoped he and' his colleagues would make the best use of the 
interval for deliberating on the demands made by Her 
Majesty's Government, and that, having already assigned 
Saturday for an answer as to whether they would continue 
to treat with me, I should be unable to wait longer than the 
(evening of the following Monday, the '29t\\, fnr satisfaction 
on the two questions, and if by that time, unfortunately, I 
should not have satisfactory answers on the main questions, 
I should be obliged, in accordance with my instructions, to 
address myself to the Admiral. The Marquis replied that on 
the evening of Saturday the whole question would be dis- 
cussed by the Cabinet, and that he intended to ask me to 
have a conference with him on the Sunday. 1 hope, there- 
fore, I am right in concluding that the intention of referring 
the questions to London was immediately abandoned. 

I took care not to give the Marquis any idea of the nature 
of the measures which the Admiral would take if he were 
obliged to act 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) W. D. CHKISTIK* 



* The note of the Marquis of Ahnmtes, enelosed in tlut deniateh, U 
xtsQined in \m note of Decemher SQ, Encloeure 1 in No. 72, p. 239. 
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No. 72. 

Mr. Christie to Earl RuaselL — (Recaved FArwvty 4.^ 

Rio de Janeiro^ Januaiy 8, 1863. 

(Extract.) 

1 reported to your Lordship in my despatch of Decemher 
24 that I had given the l>razilian Government till the 29th 
of last month to come to a satisfactor}' arrangement on the 
questions of the " Prince of Wales " and the officers of the 
"Forte," before calling on Admiral "Warren to act. On the 
29th I received a reply which, in my judgment, rendered it 
incumbent on me to call on Admiral Warren to make re- 
prisals according to his instraetiona. Reprisals have been 
made. His mode of proceeding; deUbemtdy adopted in 
concert with me for reasons which I will explain later, has 
caused a virtual blockade of the port of Bio for Brazilian 
vessds going out, from the 31 st ultimo to the 6th of this 
month. From the morning of the Slst^ the Brazilian Qovem- 
ment have known that I was ready to entertain for the con- 
aideration of Her Majesty's Government a proposal for refer- 
ring both questions to arbitration, and ready, in fieust^ to agree 
to such terms for cessation of the reprisals and release of the 
prizes as they at last enabled me to agree to on the night of 
the 5th. There has been no collision with the navy or forts 
of Brazil The reprisals were made without employing foroa 
There has been no disturbance of the public peace, though on 
the 5th there was imminent danger of riots on the following 
day, the 6th, which was a holiday ; and it is fortunate 
the Bmzilian Grovemment came to terms on the 5th. The 
Brazilian Government have agreed to pay whatever sum Her 
Majesty's Government may demand as just compensation in 
the case of the " Prince of Wales," preferring this to a pro- 
posal of arbitration, which I recommended to them ; ana in 
the case of the officers of the " Forte," they make a proposal 
of arbitration which Her Majesty's Govenmient are free to 
accept or dedina 

I will now relate in detail the course of my proceedingiB. 

I called on the Marquis of Abrantes, by previous arrange- 
ment, on the morning of the 27th, and had a conference 
of several hours. He had caused to be prepared two long 
memoranda, which were read by his Secretary ; and we 
dipciisped them as he read. These memoranda, as vour Lord- 
ship will see, contain little that is new, and nothing new of 
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importance; and have for their end to justify entirely^ the 
proceedings of the Brazilian Government and authorities in 
the two questions. The Marquis conceded nothing; and 
made no proposal. I took the memoranda away with me, 
and promised to tell the Marquis in the evening, when it was 
agreed that he should call on me, whether I could withdraw 
toy part of the demands. When he came to me in the 
evening, I told him that I coidd see nothing in the memo- 
randa to justify me in making any niateriiu change in the 
demands ; but that I was ready to take on myself to accept^ 
instead of a public censure on the Chief of Police, an expla* 
nation which could not hurt his feelings. 

I have been satisfied that the remark of the Chief of Police, 
whom I know, imputing intoxication to the officers, was not 
intended offensively ; and that all that he meant was that he 
concluded from the nature of the charge, that the officers 
had acted foolishly, as young officers may sometimes do, 
under the influence of wine ; and I hope your Lordship will 
approve of the modification of the demand as r^jards the 
Chief of Police, for I am convinced that it is just 

Again, the Marquis of Abrantes made no admission, or 
concession, or proposal ; and this led me to think that the 
Brazilian Government intended to accord our demands. 

The next morning, the Private Secretary of the Marquis 
of Abrantes came to me at an early hour before T was out of 
bed, and waited to see mc He came, he told ine, from the 
Marquis, to ascertain wlu'tlu r lie had con'ectly understood 
what I had said the evening before about the Ciiief of Police, 
and about making no further modification of the demands. 
I repeated what I had said to the Manjuis. 

The next evening (the 29th), T received the reply of the 
Brazilian Government, which ended a^i follows : — 

** In the name, then, of the Government of His Majesty 
the Emperor, as regards the claim relative to the wreck of 
the "Prince of Wales," as soon as Mr. Christie, disregarding 
and despising all the considerations and proofs alleged by 
the Imperial Government to justify their conduct and that 
of the Brazilian authorities, demands a pecuniary indemnity 
for the losses and injuries of that shipwreck, I have to state 
to him — 

"1st. That the Government of His Majesty the Emperor 
cannot and should not accede to the principle of responsi- 
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bility whicli is applied, aud against wliich it protests aloud 
and positively ; 

"2nd. That it refuses peremptorily to consent to take 
part in the proposed adjustment of losses suffered by the 
owners of the wrecked vessel, and the indemniiication der 
manded for the supposed assassinations ; 

" 3rd. Finally, that, if it should be obliged to yield to 
force in this pecuniary question, it will pay, protesting, how- 
ever, against the violence which is done, the sum which 
Mr. Christie or the Government of Her Britannic Majesty 
ipay wish. 

" And as regards the question relative to the officers of the 
iiigate ' Forte/ I have to declare to Mr. Christie that the Im- 
perial Government, conscious that the police authorities, as 
bas been proved, did not &il in the attentions due to the 
Biitidi navy in their pioceedings towaida thxee indiyiduala 
dmaed in plain doihes, who re&sed to give their names and 
lanko, it equally cannot and should not satisfy the demands 
td the nltimatom ; and however much it may deplore the 
calamities which may result from this determination, it 
judges better and more honourable to ^ure them than to 
sacnfice the honour and dignity of the nation." 

After some deliberation I felt that I had no alternative 
but to call on the Admiral to proceed to execute his instruc- 
tions as to rep:risal& 

The mode of making reprisals had been the subject of much 
consultation between myself and Admiral Warren, principidly 
with a view of doing everything possible to avoid a coUisioii 
between the two governments. With this view Admiral 
Warren had resolved to take no ships, public or private, in 
the port of Bio^ where he might have been fired upon in 
the first moment of anger by the Brazilian men-of-war, or 
from the forts, but to send out two steamers to intercept 
Brasdlian vessels out of sight of land. As^ if it had been 
known beforehand what these steamers went out for, they 
might have received some obstruction from the forts in going 
oxLi, it was judged best to send them out the evening before 
my announcement of reprisals was made to the firazUiau 
Government. The "Stromboli" we at out in the evening of 
the 30th, the " Curlew " followed her at daylight next morn- 
ing, and by 9 o'clock that morning my note announcing the 
Admiral's intentions was in the hands of the Marquis of 
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Abrautes. The Admiiul remained in liarbuur with his flag- 
ship the " Forte," and kept with him the " jSatellite^" aud the 
"J]k>ttecel," a despatch boat. 

The news of the intended repnsals, as may be supposed, 
caused immediately great excitement in Kio, and especially 
in the mercantile community. I proceeded at an early hour 
tp the British Consulate, and remained there all day, to be 
in readiness to receive British merchants aud othei-s, and 
give every information in my power. I am glad to be able 
to say that the Biitish community, though taken quite by 
surprise, and, besides sliaring in the general uneasiness, 
baving special cause of alarm for themsoives, have generally 
shown a nio^t prai.seworthy spirit^ and abstained from every 
word or deed which might in any way thwart my proceedinss 
under your Lordship's instructiona Tlie Brazilians naturally 
made e0orts to induce British merchants to remonstrate 
against measures from which they might probably for a time 
suffer. Some few who at £rst thought of taking some such 
etep quickly yielded to good advice. 

Senhor Sinimbu, the Minister of Commerce, proceeded in 
the course of the day to the Exchange, and there addressed 
a crowded and excited audience of merchants. He told tlie 
Brazih'ans thal^ before and above all, the Government would 
guard the honour of tlie nation. He said that tlie Govern- 
ment would take on itself the indemnification of all losses 
which " the Brazilian commerce " might suffer from the 
threatened reprisals. Addressing the English, he begged them 
to believe that they were regarded as friends, pursuing a 
calling beneficial to Brazil, and that the Government would 
see to their safety. He tlien proceeded to say that the 
Government had received what he chose to call mv ulti- 
matuni only that morning, and that it had been known the 
day before in the commercial community. This certainly 
was most untrue, and I have ^iven him the ojiport unity, which 
he has not used, of mentioning any one who knew it. In the 
enclosures your Lordship will see a note ^v]li(•h I addressed to 
the Marquis of Abrantes, d(3nying Senhor Sininibii's statement. 
It was of the utmost importance to keep the plan of reprisals 
a secret, and no one knew of tlif^m till that day, except 
myself and Mr. Brodie, Admiral Warren and his Secretary, 
and the two (Jomuianders who had gone out with their orders. 

At an early hour in the forenoon of that day, December 
31st, a suggestion was made to the Marquis of Abiantes 



Digiti^ca by G(.j(..wtL 



282 



and to the Marquis of Olinda, the President of the Council, 
by the Baron de Mana^ one of the greatest capitalists and 

most spirited and patriotic citizens of Brazil, who is at the 
same time largely connected with British commerce and 
a friend to Great Britain, to propose to me to refer the ques- 
tions in dispute to arbitration. I had every reason to believe 
that this suggestion was well received, and that the result of 
a Cabinet Council to be held that evening presided over by 
His Majesty the Emperor would be a note to me making such 
a proposal, and at the same time offering to pay at once under 
protest whatever sum might be demanded in the case of the 
"Prince of Wales." At 11 o'clock that niglit I received a 
note quite different from what I had been led to expect, and 
from what I have good reason to know was projK^sed by the 
Marquis of Abrantes, a note informing me that the Govern- 
ment of the Emperor would appeal to the British Govem- 
luent. 

In my reply to this note, dated the 1st January, I expressed 
my grief at this resolution, as it would necessarily prevent a 
release of the prizes till I could receive instructions from 
your Lordship, and declared my readiness to entertain for the 
consideration of Her Majesty's Grovernment any reasonable 
proposal, such as one of arbitration. 

This note succeeded in recalling for the second time the 
Brazilian Government from their resolution of appealing direct 
to Her Majesty's Government. 

In the meantime the newspapers had been generally busy 
iu trying to fix the odium of oui' proceedings on me personally, 
and in representing that Her Migesty's Government wouid 
disavow them ; and the official jonnial had also held this 
language. Ihere was a general e^Loiteinent against me. I 
was tlueatened with assassination. The Bnuolian Oovem« 
ment, without any application direct or indimst from me, 
and without any communication with me» had placed a strcmg 
guard near my residence to protect ma I wrote a note on 
the morning of the 8rd to the Marquis of Abrantes pi-oterting 
against the language of tiie official journal, to which I received 
no answer till yesterday the 7th. Under these circumstances 
I thought it right to decline to goto the house of the Marquis 
of Abrantes for a proposed con^ronce, and to ask him eitiier 
to come or'to send his Secretary to me ; and I did not hesi- 
tate to kt him and others know, that as long as the official 
iiew8piq[>er was permitted without reproof or contradiction to 
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fix tiiese ^xiceediugs penonolly on me, I would not^ unless 
abeolutelj oompelled by a refiund of the Marquis to come 
himself or send his Seoietary to me, expose myself to insult 
orii^my by going oat to the honse of a Minister who^ under 
the eizoumstances, would be in a great measnre responsible 
for any such disagreeable incident 

The Marquis, pleading illness and fatigue, sent his Secre- 
tary to me on the evening of the 3rd, and after a long con- 
ference I diew up tiie enclosed memorandum as a buus of 
arrangement : — 

1. The Brazilian Government had declared their readiness 
to pay immediately under protest whatever sum I or Her 
Majesty's Government might demand in the affair of the 
" Prince of Wales." I voluntarily proposed that tliey should 
oblige themselves to pay whatever Her Majesty's Goverment 
might demand. I was not able myself to fix the sum, and 
could only have named a sum laige enough to cover all con- 
tingencies, which would have been invidious, and I wished to 
^ow perfect confidence in the honour of the Brazilian Govern- 
ment on this point I also urged their proposing to refer this 
question, as well as that of the officers of the " Forte," to 
arbitration ; and their refusal of arbitration naturally deprives 
their protest of force, and precludes any reproach against Her 
Miyesty's Goyemment for fixings as they are asked to do, the 
amount of compensatioa 

2. The question of the officers of the " Forte " to be referred 
to arbitration ; and I advised the Brazilian Government to 
enable me confidentially to inform your Lordship of some 
arbiters who would satisfy them, that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment might at once have some choice, and also with a view to 
the possibility of refusal of any one proposed arbiter. 

3. I asked for an explicit declaration as to the readiness of 
the Brazilian Government to indemnify any subjects of third 
Governments who, as ownei-s of cargo, might suffer from our 
seizures of Brazilian vessels. The Brazilian Minister of Com- 
merce had declared in his speech at the Exchange, as reported 
in the official journal, that the Government would take on 
themselves to indemnify all losses sustained by the Brazilian 
commerce, and, as this phrase certainly did not include 
English merchants, it would probably not be understood as 
including more than Brazilians. 

4. I insisted on a publication, without delay, of all the 
couespondence on both questions prior to the Sth Pecembcr« 
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the liraziliaii ( Juvt-niiiieut having already, since the rt piisals 
began, published the curiespondence tiuni that day. A\'ilh()ut 
the anterior correspondence, in which the two Brazilian 
memoranda are answered by anticipiitittn, it is ini}>os.sible for 
auy one to und»'r.stand fully or judge fairly tlie questions. 

5. I undertook ou such couditioiifi to stop repiisals and re- 
store prizes. 

The iirazilian Cabinet determined to call together the 
Council of Static to consider these terms of arrangement Ihe 
Council of State deliberated two days, the 4th and the 5th,. 
His Majesty the Emperor presiding on the second day. 

Meanwhile, in the afternoon of the 4th, Her Majesty's ship 
" Stromboli " re-entered the harbour, to report to the Admiral 
the prizes which had been taken, and which had been lefL in 
charge of the " Curlew. ' I much lamented that the slowness 
of the Brazilian Government had }>revented an aiTangement 
before the arrival of the news of the captures. The details 
of the captures appeared next morning in the papere, aud, 
as was to be expected, caused great excitement The 
excitement in Eio that day was such as has never been seen 
since tiie ezecutioii of the provisions of the "Aberdeen Act" 
in Brazilian ports, when Sir James Hudson was Minister. 
There was serious fear of riots in the centre of the city, and 
the British Consulate was surrounded for some time by a 
menacing mob. 

Senhor Sinimbd, the Minister of Commerce, appeared on 
the scene and did much to calm and restrain the populaoe^ 
excited by demagogues. His Migesty the Emperor traversed 
the city» and addrassed crowds in different parts. The speeches 
of His Majesty and of Senhor Sinimbu weie principally 
directed to assuring the populace that the honour of Brazil 
was safa This was the tone best suited to please and quiet 
the Brazilian mind. It was generally reported and believed 
that the Council of State, which concluded its deliberations 
that forenoon, had resolved to reject all terms of arrangement 
and that I was to receive my passports. 

The Council of State, however, had decided quite the other 
way; and at 3 o'clock that afternoon the Secretary of the 
Marquis of Abrantes came to me with a draft of a note to be 
me. This proposed note began with offering me 
a personal satisfaction by declaring that the Imperial Govern 
ment, in proposing to appeal .from me. to the British Cabinet, 
had not intended to impugn my justice or honour, and prpr 
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ceeded in very satisl'actuiy terius to du what had been pro- 
posed in the inemoraiidum drawn up in aiy coiiterence w ith 
the Secretary on the 3rd, viz., pay under protest what might 
be demanded in the case of the " Prince of Wales," and pro- 
pose to Her Majesty's Government to refer the question of the 
officers of the " Forte " to arbitration. I made some sugges- 
tions on points of language and form, and the Secretary 
carried away with him the draft, telling me that it would bu 
submitted by the Marquis to his colleagues, but that no 
essential change would be made in it, and that I might ex- 
pect to receive the note at 10 o'clock that evening. At the 
appointed time I received a note which, though it may be 
said that nothing essential in the terms of anungement was 
changed, was entirely dilferent in form and tone from the 
draft which 1 had seen, and contained many changes of ex- 
pression and additions which required careful consideration. 
After reading the note, I told M. Calogeras, the Private Se(!re- 
tary, that this note would be accepted by me as it stood if 
necessaiy, and that 1 should not let the proposed arrange- 
ment go off, but that without some changes it would be im- 
possible for me to abstain irom a controversial reply. I am 
happy to say that all the changes which 1 suggested were 
ultimately made, but this involved a delay till the next day. 

I will call your Lordship's attention to two passages which 
remain in the note of the 5th, which were inserted after I 
had seen the draft of the Marquis of Abrantes. The first is 
the condition attached to the arbitration in the " Forte '* 
question. The words accurately translated are : — " It being 
understood that the said arbiter will have to decide, not with 
regard to the duty of the Imperial Government to cause the 
laws of its country to be executed, but only whether in the 
way those laws were applied in the case of the officers of the 
* Forte' there was any oifence offered to the British navy." I 
have taken special pains to ascertain the meaning of this 
condition ; and it is nothing more than a formal resers'ation 
of the right of the Imperial Government to execute inde- 
pendently the laws of Brazil. The other passage inserted was 
the concluding paragraph, in which it is stated tliat> if this 
proposal of arbitration is rejected by Her Majesty's Govern- 
9ient» the Government of Brazil returns to its formerly an- 
nounced resolution of submitting to all calamities rather than 
yield ^ . 

The passage of ths draft acquittiiig me of iiyustioe wai( 
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omitted in the iiutc as tdtunately settled ; but a statement of 
the same sort has been since made, in a note dated tlie t)tb» 
irhich your Lordship will see in the enclosed correspondence. 

At last, then, after many delays and difficulties, at mid-day 
on the 6th the arrangement was finally made, and the two notes 
dated the otli were exchanged. I was at the same time pro- 
mised tliat I shuiild receive a separate note, declaring the in- 
tention of the Imperial Government to iudenmit'y owners of 
cargoes of third nations. I cannot say that this promise has 
been promptly or ingenuously fulfilled ; but the quick release 
of the j)rizes renders this point of little importance. 

The Brazilian Government had already published the cor- 
respondence up to the note of the Marquis of Abrantes of the 
2nd, agreeing to treat, and it was promised me that the 
remainder of the correspondence, including the two notes of 
the 5th, should be published next morning, and the arrange- 
ment which had been made thus be explained and made 
known to the public. 

■ Tlic news having been circulated on the 6th that an 
arrangement had been come to which would stop reprisals 
and cause immediate release of the prizes, allayed excitement, 
and prevented any disturbances such as had been expected 
that day, a general holiday. 

The stoppage of the re})risals was necessarily a great relief 
to trade, for no Brazilian vessel had been able to leave the 
port while the reprisals were proceeding. 

In the course of the afternoon the Admiral despatched Her 
Majesty's ship " Stromboli," with orders to release the prizes, 
and then proceed at full speed to Pemambuco, in order to be 
tlieie if possible on the nist arrival of the news of recent 
eivents, which xnight cause excitement and Tender British 
residents nneasy ; and with the same view he dicroatched at 
the same time Her Majesty's ship " Satellite'* to Bahia> and' 
Her Majesty's ^in-boat "DottereV to Bio Grande do Snl. 

On the monung of the 7th the correspondence was not pnb^ 
lished, as had he^ promised. Instead of the pronuaed pub- 
lication there appeared in the official jonmal and another 
newspaper a false explanation, bearing an official appearance, 
of the non-publication ; it being stated that the publication 
was delayed until the condition of the actual release of the 
prizes was fulfilled. This had not been a condition for 
publication ; it was a condition precedent for sending ordeta 
to London to pay the money in the case of the " Prince 
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Wales/' and for taking any necessary steps with a view ♦"o 
the proposed arbitration. In other journals articles appeared 
distorting and misrepresenting the arrangement made, and 
describing it as a great triiunph of the Brazilian Government, 
and a great humiliation of the English Legation. These 
articles showed a knowledge of the terms of the arrangement 
and of incidents of the negotiation which could only have 
been derived from some member of the Brazilian Government. 

I deeply regret to have to state to your Lordship the cause 
and the effect of this unworthy and mischievous proceeding. 

The Secretary of the Marquis of Abrantes, whom indeed 
I had sent to, came to me at an early hour, to express the 
astonishment and indignation of the Marquis at the non- 
publication, and at the explanation given in the official 
journal, to assui'e me that he had given orders for the publi- 
cation, and that it had been stopped without his knowledge, 
and to promise that the publication should be made without 
fail the next day, and the statement of the official journal con- 
tradicted. I have learnt, beyond a doubt, that the publication 
was stopped by Senhor Sinimbii, the Minister of Public 
Worka^ who held a conference that evening with the editors 
of the newspapers, and gave them the cue for the very objec- 
tionable articles which appeared the next morning. Ihe 
object of course was to anticipate tiie publication of the 
correspondence by misstatements intended to create this 
impression that the Brazilian Goyemment had gained a 
victoiy, and thus to prevent public clamour against the 
Minist^. It has fillea me with astonishment to learn that 
Seizor Sinimbii should have so acted. Two of the editors 
with whom he conferred, and the misdirected praises of whose 
joumals he obtained, are two demagogues, and have been 
most vehement opponents of the Government^ Senhor Ottoni 
and Senhor Saldanha Marinho, and the object was to gain 
their support on this national question. 1 am quite satiraed 
that the Marquis of Abrantes was an entire stranger to 
this improper proceedin^^ and that his indignation was not 
fekned. 

It is rumoured that Senhor SinintM has been severely 
called to account by his colleagues, and that he may be 
oblij^ to retire from the Government It is, indeed, diffi- 
cult to understand how a member of the Cabinet^ who has 
thus conducted himsdf, can be permitted or wish to- remain. 

The efifect.of Senhor Sinimbti's proceeding was a revival in 
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Ine courts of th« day (the 7tli) of the excitement, specially 
diroftftd ao^inst the English. In the* coarse of the afternoon, 
Mr. Hollocombe, tlie Acting Consul, came to me attended by 
two English gentlemen, to represent to me the renewal of 
fears of disturbances in the city. Similar intelligence had 
already reached me through others. The Brazilians were 
going about noisily representing the English as humbled, and 
taunting and insulting them. 1 took the Consul with me 
immediately to the house of the Marquis of Abrantes. I 
told his Excellency that there was again excitement and 
alarm in the city, and that the English Consul was there to 
tell him the state of things, and the fears of the English 
merchants. I told him that this had come from the articles 
in that morning's papers, and that I knew, and that he knew, 
what liad been Senhor SinimbiVs proceedings. I added that 
I declared to him otficially that for any injuries that might 
now aris(» to English persons and property, I should consider 
Senhor SininiWi, the Minister of Comiueree. responsible, and 
that as lie had given the tone to that morning's articles repre- 
senting England as humbled, it would be in his power to 
influence these same journals to discontinue that strain. The 
^farquis of Abrantes made no reply to these remarks lieyond 
assnring me that he would take immediate steps for the 
maintenance of public tranquillity and order. Such steps, I 
know, were immediately taken. 

This morning, a part of the correspondence has been pub- 
lished, including the two notes of the 5th ; and although I 
have had still to complain that some of the notes have not 
appeared, enough has been published to make known the 
truth. Tlie city has today been perfectly tranquil. 

I have received in the course of today a note, of which a 
translation is enclosed, informing me that the Government of 
the Emperor propose His Majesty the King of Belgium as 
arbitrator. I understand that all the documents belonging 
to the question are to be forwarded by this steamer to the 
Brazilian Minister at Brussels. The Imperial Qovemment 
seem to take for granted that His Majesty wiU agree to act as 
arbiter, and have not followed my advice to st3}mit several 
names to Her Majesty's Gk)vemment 

I win not conclude this report without saying that I Have 
bad most effective assistance from Admiral Warren in these 
proceedings. I (rust that our conduct will obtain the 
approval of Her Majesty's (Government. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 72. 
The MtufUM 0/ AbranUs to Mr, ChrigHt. 

IGiiiBtiy of Foreign AfTairfl, Rio dn Jaoainb 
Doeeiybor 89, 1862. 

(Tmnslation. ) 

I have before me the three notes which, under the date of 
the 5th instant^ Mr. WiiUiam Dougal Christie, &c., addressed 

to me. 

In two of these notes Mr. Christie, persistinj.,' in the claims 
which he had broujTht forward on account of the wreck of the 
barque " Prince of Wales," and of the disaj^reeabh^ occurrence 
which took place at Tijuca ])etween i)olice authorities and 
some officers of tlu; " Forte" frigate, called iu the name of the 
Government of Her Britannic Majesty upon that of His 
Majesty the Kmperor for a pecuniary indenmity for the 
losses and damages arising from that .shipwreck, and satis- 
faction for the disrespectful maimer in which the said officers 
were treated. 

In the third note, Mr. Christie confined himself to the 
fixing of a peremptory term, within which the Imperial 
Govemmeni was to answer the demands contained in the 
other two. 

Hie Imperial Goyemment having duly taken into oon- 
sideiation Mr. Christie's three notes^ and appreciatinff the 
tenas in wliich they are expressed, on the one hand oonduded 
tliat^ after the discussion which has taken place between tiiis 
J^finistiy and Her Britannic Majesty's L^^on reroeetirg 
tha claim for the shipwieck of the barque ** Prince of Wales»" 
further efforts to convince Mr. Christie of the justice witii 
wlndi the said Qovemment contosted that daim^ or to airiyd 
in this capital at a satis&ctofy result, so demrable to the 
Tnalntenanoe of the good relations existing between the two 
countries) and for the dignity of the respective Governments, 
would be useless ; and it had observed, on the other hand, 
that Mr. Christie solely on the basis of the answer which, 
in his note of the 19th of August last, he presented against 
the report made by the police of the city, wMch was privately 
confided to him frankly, and disregarding the verbal expla- 
nations given to him not only by myself but principally by 
the Minister of Justice, considered the question as concluded^ 
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nnd communicated the resolution taken by his Government 

in this respect. 

Under such circumstances it appeared to the Government 
of His Majesty the Emperor, that the only alternative which 
remained for its adoption, in consonance with the sentiments 
of moderation and benevolence which it entertains towards 

• 

the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, and the confidence 
with which it is inspired in the principles of justice and recti- 
tude of that (Tovernment, was that of instructing the Brazilian 
Minister in London to come to an exprcjss understanding with 
the British Cabinet ou the subject of the two claims to which 
I have referred. 

The Imperial Government having taken that resolution, 
1 hastened to communicate the same to Mr. Christie in the 
note which 1 had the honour to address to him under the 
date of the 18th instant 

Mr. Christie did not think it convenient to reply in 
writing to this note of mine. On the 22nd, at about half- 
past three o'clock in the afternoon, be had the goodness to 
call At the honae in which I reside, in order to confer ver- 
bfldly with me. 

After exchanging some words about the claims in qneation, 
Mr. Christie informed me that he had just received fram his 
Government the most peremptoiy instructions respecting 
these claims. 

That not only they imposed on him the duty of making 
the demands contained in nis three notes of the 5th instanC 
but also of gi^'ing the necessary instructions to the Admiral 
commanding in chief the Enghsh squadron in this poit^ if 
the said demands were not promptly complied with. 

That what he said did not signify a menace, but the com- 
munication of instructions received. 

That his Government having ordered him to carry imme> 
diately into execution the demands contained in his three 
notes of the 5th instant, or to have recourse to the Admiral, 
no more time was left for instructing the Brazilian Minister 
in London to treat of the subjects in question ; the only means 
for examining the prosecution of the said demands being that 
of resuming the respective discussions with Mr. Christie himsell 

Mr. Christie will doubtless remember that I asked him 
to address to me a note in the sense of the verbal communi- 
cation which he had just made to me ; he will likewise remem- 
ber his answering me that he did not consider convenient the 
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discassion of the said communication in a note, fur wLick 
reasom he resolved to make it Terbally ; and then en 
a day and hour being fixed for an answer. 

On the moming of the 2drd Mr. Christie again called upon 
me, for the purpose of telling me that he was going that day 
to Petropolia» wh^ee he would return on Satiuday the 27th» 
to receive my answer. 

I told him that I would be ready to give him one, and that 
I hoped to offer him on that occasion a verbal oonfevence 
and fresh explanations and elucidations, which might per- 
haps induce him to reconsider the questioiis. 

To this Mr. Christie agreed, observing to me, h o wwer , 
at once, that he would receive my definitive answer on 
Monday, the 29th, because, in conformity with hia instruc- 
tions, he was not permitted to wait any longer. 

In fact, the conference agreed to took place on Saturday, 
the 27th. 

According to promise, I tendered to Mr. Christie fresh 
explanations and more developed elucidations about both 
the pending questions, and presented him with a memoran- 
dum relative to each of these questions, accompanied by 
documents in confirmation of the allegations and arguments 
with which ^Ir. Christie's propositions were contested, as 
regards both claims. 

Unhappily, this effort was unfruitful, and Mr. Christie 
finally declared that he persisted in his demands, as primi- 
tively made. 

It therefore becomes my duty to give Mr Christie this 
day the answer of the Imperial Grovemment relative to the 
claims in question. 

With a view, however, to exhaust all conciliatory means, 
and to render evident not only the purity of the intentions 
of the Imperial Government, but also the perfect conscious- 
ness which it has of the rectitude and regularity of its pro- 
ceedings, I will make one more appeal to the circumspection 
and discernment of Mr. Christie in sending him copies of the 
memoranda which I produced to him in the conference of 
Saturday, and to which I now again pressingly claim hia 
matured attention. 

In those papers facts are explained in the clearest manner, 
and each of the observations which they suggested to Mr. 
Christie is appreciated, which is as much as to say that the 
Imperial Government has frankly and loyally employed all 
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poflsible efforts towards showing the causelessiiess of these 
elaima, and consequently the necessary propriety, for the 
existing good nnderstancjing between the two countries, and 
the most important relations which bind Great Britain to 
Brazil, that the demands of Mr. Christie in his notes be re^ 
considered. 

And the Imperial Government makes this last appeal not 
only in the iuterest, which it considers most important, of 
avoiding the incalculable evils which perchance might result 
from a disturbance of the friendly relations existing between 
the two countries, but also from the conviction that the 
claims in question, even admitting to a certain degree the 
apprehensions and appreciations relative thereto, which have 
been manifested by the Legation of Her Britannic Majesty, 
do not call for the solution insisted upon by Mr. Christie. 

As Mr. Christie perfectly knows, such measures are only 
tal%en in extreme cases, when no honorable means remain for 
the attainment of a i)acific solution. 

That hypothesis certainly does not exist in regard to either 
of the pending questions ; it is difficult, if not impossible, to 
demonstrate that the Imperial Government throughout the 
whole of its proceedings has, in any way, showed repugnance 
or opposition to the amicable conclusion of botli claims. 

If from special circumstances which it would be useless to 
enumerate, and which are inseparable from a new country, 
which occupies a vast extent of territory, a great part of 
which has still to be populated, in which communications 
are difficult, and consequently the action of the Government 
is tardy, some delay at times occur in the solution of claims 
and qiiestions which arise;, and the examination of them does 
not always piodnoe so complete and aatisflEUJtoxy a result as 
were to be wished^ that certainly oug^t not to croate ill will, 
aiftd still leas a disrespect or offence, particularly wben no 
interest nor basis ezii^ts to justify or autfaorifle 8u<^ a suppo^ 
ai^ion. 

If this be the case, it is not less truB that a nation, 
althou|;h comparatively weak in relation to the other, cannot 
be indifferent to acts which lead to the humiliation of its 
sovereignty and of its dignity, and which do not meet witii 
any explanation or countenance in reason and -in universal 
justic& 

In order to guard against such a position, to prevent the 
immense evils which must necessarily be eipected ftam it^ 
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and finally in order to refuse on its part all responsibility, the 
Government of His Majesty the Emperor addresses these con- 
siderations to Mr. Christie. 

In the meanwhile, if, contrary to what the Imperial Govern- 
ment has a right to expect from so powerful and enlightened 
a nation as the British, Mr. Christie should persist in his 
demands, if in spite of all that is brought forward and all the 
irrefragable proo£s which have been tendered, he should think 
that he ought to carry into effect the announced ultimatum of 
his Government^ in having recourse for that purpose to the 
Admiral commanding Her Britannic Majesty's naval forces 
assembled in this port, it will only remain, in such a con- 
juncture, to the Government of His Majesty the Emperor, 
saving above all the national dignity, to protest most 
solemnly against the unusual principles which it is pretended 
to establish, and being intimately convinced of the perfect 
justice of its cause, but which it cannot make valid, to sub- 
mit to the conditions which Uiiiy be imposed upon it by main 
force, and to appeal to the enlightened and impartial judg- 
ment of the civilised nations. 

Ill the name, therefore, of the Government of His ^lajesty 
the Emperor, as rosjards the claim concerning the shipwreck 
of the barque "Prince of Wales." if Mr. Christie, disal- 
lowing and disregarding all the considerations and proofs 
alleged on the part of the Imperial Government in justifica- 
tion of its proceedings, and those of the subaltern authorities, 
insists upon a pecuniar}^ indemnification for the losses and 
damages of that shipwreck, I have the honour to declare to 
him : — 

1. That the Government of His Majesty the Emperor 
neither can nor ought to accede to the principle of responsi- 
bility attributed to it, and against which it loudly and cate- 
gorically protests. 

2. That it peremptorily refuses to consent or intcr\'ene in 
the proposed liquidation of the losses sulFered by the owners 
of the shipwrecked barque, and in the indemnification de- 
manded for the supposed assassinations. 

3. Finally that, if obliged to yield to force in this pecuniar}* 
question, it will pay, under protest also against the violence 
tiiat may be offmd to it^ any sum that Mr. Christie or the 
Government of Her Britaimic Migesty may choose to demand. 

As to the question concerning the officers of the "Forte" 
frigate, I have to declare to Mr. Chiistie that the Imperial 

H 2 
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Govcrument, being convinced that the authorities of police, 
as has been showii, were not wanting in the regard due to the 
British navy in their proceedings towards three individuals 
dressed in plain clothes, who refu.'^ed to give their names and 
calling, equally cannot, and should not satisfy the demands of 
tlie ultimatum ; and however much it deplores the e\ils 
which may result from this determination, it considers that it 
is more honourable to suH'er them than to sacrifice the 
national decorum and dignity. 

T renew, &c., 

(Signed) THE MAEQUIS Of ABEANTE& 



Enclosure S in No. 72. 

Mmaramdwm, cn the QuegUon o/ihs** Prince 0/ WaUs.*' 

(Translation.) 

The shipwreck of this vessel took place on the coast of 
Albardao, which comprises more than forty leagues, fre- 
quented by ill-disposed men, for the greatest part wanderers, 
and intimately connected with the natives of the* Oriental 
State who inhabit the neighbourhood of the Chuj as far as 
Castillos, and are known bj the name of " Montoneros." 
These men commonly flock to the shores of the sea whenever 
they nourish hopes of plunder, and thus is explained the 
general cognizance of the fact, without the possibilily of 
coming to the knowledge of who are its authors. (Eeport of 
the 10th May, 1862, of the Chief of Police to the Fiesidettt 
of the province of Bio Grande do SuL) 

This simple description of the place is sufficient to show 
the great difficfdties attending the discovery of tKe depre- 
dators of goods saved. 

Nobody can be accused without proofs^ or at least indi- 
cationa 

But the few inhabitants strewed over this vast desert* in 
order not to be discovered and punished, always convey into 
tiie interior ever^^thing which they can pilfer ; this is what, 
with reason, the President of the Province supposed. (Official 
Eeport of the 3rd of July, 1861.) 

The Delegate of Police of Kio Grande declares that^ having 
sent three times to command the attendance of divers persons 
of Albardao in neighbouring places at Bio Grande, ail of 
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them deny themselves, do not appear to the Officer of Justice, 
feiga illness ; some who may have a knowledge of something 
have gone away to the Oriental State, othei-s, who are con-» 
scions of their criminality have definitively tied to that State. 
(The Delegates Official fieport to the President of the 18th of 
September, 1861.) 

It became necessaxy to order the appearance, under sub- 
poena, of those persons who were supposed to be infoi-med of 
the facts. (Order of the Chief of Police to the Delegate, 
annexed to the despatch ot the President of the 10th of* 
December, 1861.) It was necessary to order the examina- 
tion of witnesses at a distance of fifty leagues in the district 
of Victoria. (The President's despatch of the 30th of May, 
1862.) 

Being informed of these and other difficulties of the same 
nature, which are gathered from the voluminous documents 
of this process, the Imperial Government instructed the 
President to employ all possible means and assiduity; autho- 
rized extraordinary expenses ; counselled that if the action 
of the officers of justice should not be sufficient, endeavours 
should be made for arriving at the knowledge of facts through 
confidential information. (Despatch of the - 6th December, 
1861.) These orders were many times repeated. 

Evidently, however great might have been the efforts of 
the Imperial Government and of the local authorities, it was 
an affair of time and perseverance. 

The Inspector of the quarter, when he learnt on the 10th 
of June, 1861, of the shipwreck, as will further on be shown, 
went on the 1 1th, with five National Guards^ to do police 
duty on the beach. 

An inevitable delay was occasioned on account of the 
distances. 

On the 14th the Municipal Judge, accompanied by the 
English Consul, the assistant of the Chief Guard of the 
Custom-house, two guards and four soldiers, searched the 
houses of the nearest neighbours of the place, and discovered 
nothing. (The President's despatch of the 3rd of July, 1861.) 

The Consul himself acknowledged the zeal of the INIagis- 
trate iu his proceedings, (Official letter of the 20th of June, 
1861.) 

Besides this first inquiry others were instituted by tlie 
Sub-Delegate of Tahim twice ; another time by the Muni- 
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cipal Judge ; and, finally, by the Chief of Police. (Hia 
report of the 10th of May, 1862.) 

A process had been instituted relative to the plundering of 
the goods saved, but from the difficulties pointed out, and 
others which may be easily comprehended, the process could 
not be prosecuted with the desirable speed. (Letter of the 
Delegate to the President of the 18th September, 18G1.) 

It became necessary to institute a new process for the 
crime of robbery, in consequence of the Municipal Judge 
having ranked the crime committed as a robbery from which 
there is no appeal ex officio, and, even if there were, no 
appeal could be had from the qualification of the crimew 
(The President's letter to the Delegate of Police of the 14sth 
of April, and of the President to the Qovemment of the 14th 
of May, 1862, Na 6.) 

The President finally made a oommnnication that a fresh 
process had been instituted against eleven individuals, and 
that endeavours were being made to send descriptions of 
those supposed to have taken r^uge in the Oriental Statei 
At the commencement theie were only three, but by means 
of the continued efforts of the authority eight more had been 
discovered. (Despatch of the 31 st of July, 1862.) 

Since then inquiries have been continued, and the result 
of the documents is that neither the Imp^al Grovemment 
nor the local authorities have neglected to promote, by all 
kinds of means, the most complete solution of this painfdl and 
difficult question. 

Such are, briefly, the motives of the delay of which the 
British Minister complained. 

From the tenour of the despatches and reports on this 
subject, not the least doubt remains that not only the Im- 
perial Government, but also the local authorities, have acted 
most zealously, and that they cannot either be responsible 
for the delay or for the want of a better result, because such 
difficulties were, and still are, in the nature of things. 

By order of the Imperial Government the local authorities 
employed force, money, persuasive and confidential means, 
and that w^hich is of more value in the case in question, they 
had the necessary prudence and perseverance in order to, as 
it were, glean the truth where, when, and how it might 
present itself. 

.By the demand of the intervention of an officer of the 
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British navy the success of the inquiries would have been 
rather obstructed than facilitated, from the obvious reason 
that dependent as they were for obtaining a knowledge of 
facts from contidential information and on the good-will of 
tli.ose who might guide the authority in his inquiries, all of 
them would have kept silence, without committing themselves 
in the presence of an officer of English ships. (Despatch of 
the President of the lUtk of Aphi, 1862, and the papers 
annexed thereto.) 

The Inspector of the quarter and the Sub-Delegate of 
Tahim were dismissed. To the former tlie Chief of Police 
attributed the delav of the comnmnication of the fact from 
the day of the shipwreck (7th to 8th of June) until the 11th 
(letter of the lUth of May, li>02) ; but, as we shall further on 
see, he was only informed of it on the 10th, and thoi etore, if 
he was dismissed, it was for having thought that he might set 
free one of the indicated persons, who afterwards escaped to 
the Oriental Stata The said Ddegate was dismissed in con* 
sequence of some censures addiessed to him on the occasion 
of his being interrogated ; censures which do not prove his. 
guilt or lemiflaness* but which might blemish the prestige 
which an authorify ought to enjoy. (Eeport of the Chief of 
Police of the 10th of May, 186^ and its anneles.) 

These diBmisflaJs prove the delicacy of the conduct of the 
Imperial Government in this question, but by no meanft can 
they be considered as proofe of the culpability of the local 
authorities as facilitating crime or interruptmgthe action of 
justice. The release of the runaway will only retard the 
execution of the sentence which will condenm him, because 
his extradition is about to be demanded from the neighbouiw 
ing State. 

Consul Vereker alleged suspicions of robbery by the Judge 
of the Peace of Albardao, Bento Venanaio &>ares ; he said 
that on the occasion of the inquiry he saw in that person's 
house, on the 14«th of June, 1861, two Bibles and two empty 
cases belonging to the shipwrecked. (Mr. Christie's note of 
the 18th of September, 1862.) Neither the Consul nor the 
Municipal Judge made any mention of the circumstances 
alluded to in their official reports of the quoted inquiry. 
(Official Letters of the 20th and 23rd June, J 861.) And 
divers inquiries having been set on foot for the discovery of 
the depredators, without any result of proof against Soares, 
upon what grounds could the authority put him on his trial ? 
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It is true that a ceitain carpenter, Joaquim, was indicated, 
who resided in the house of the said Scares, and he was 
absent. (Interrogatory by the Sub-Delegate of Tahim, an- 
nexed to the President's despatch of the 14th of May, 1862.) 
Perhaps in this manner the existence of some of the articles 
saved in the house of Scares may be explained. 

As to Scares not having conununicated the shipwreck, and 
having only mentioned it on the 12th in the city of Rio 
Grande, and the appearance of some corpses in the vicinity 
of his house (letter of the Consul of the 20th of June, 1861), 
even supposing that the said Soares had knowledge of this 
and other fisu^ts connected with the shipwreck pieviously to 
that dajr, it was not his duty to communioate ike same, 
because the cognizance of this affair was the competency of 
the Inspector of the quarter and of the respective Sub- 
Del^gata 

It thexefore appears that no responsibility whatever is 
attached to the Imperial Gh>vemment^ either for itb own acta 
or those of the local authofitie8» itom the period in which 
th^ were informed of the shipwreck. 

Uan the same Government, peradventure, be made re- 
sponsible for what has happened before it received information 
of the occurrence ; and can the perpetration of the crime be* 
attributed to the n^ligence of the Govemment^^or the care- 
lessness or connivance of the authorities ? 

Assuredly it cannot be pretended that such crimes can be 
prohibited on the immense and desei-t shores of Brazil, when 
even now-a-days they are committed in the most civilized 
countries of Europe ; with this difference, that in these the 
territory is much less extensive and the population much 
more dense, so that it is much easier to prevent crime and to. 
discover the footsteps of the criminals. 

Mr. Vereker says (his despatcli of the 20th of June, 1861), 
that the shipwreck is supposed to have taken place on the 
7th or 8th of June ; that on the 9th the news was spread 
over the district; that only on the 12th the Judge of the 
Peace mentioned in Rio Grande that corpses had been found 
on the sea beach ; and that only on the 1 4th official informa- 
tion reached Rio Grande from the Sub-Delegate of Tahim, 
who resides at a distance from that city. 

Hence, the British Consul observes that the Judge of the 
Peace ought to have communicated the fact on the 9th ; that 
the Inspector of the quarter, who declared that he went on 
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the 11th to the place of the shipwreck, ought to have im- 
mediately made an official report to the Sub-Delegate of 
Tahim ; that the latter, finally, ought to have directly order»jd 
an int|uest on the bodies, and have gone to the spot, in order 
to protect the property. 

In the first place, it is to be kept in mind that, the Judge of 
the Peace not being a competent authority, it was not his 
business to make this oommimieation. 

As to the Inspeetof and Sub-Delegate, it appean that from 
the distances in which they were from the place of the ship- 
wreck, as well as from the city of Rio Qrande, they could not 
sooner make this commuuicatioa 

In fact^ the Inspector resides aboye six leagues from the 
place of the disaster, and the Sub-Delegate as &r off, or 
further. These authorities only became aware of the ship- 
wreck after they had been informed of it by the inhabitants 
of the spot It was only on the 11th that the Inspector, from 
information rec^ved on the eve, went to the beach, and on 
that day sent word to the Sub-Delogate, who communicated 
this occurrence to the Delegate of Rio Grande. (Report of 
the Delegate of the 18th September, 1861.) The Chief of 
Police says, that the SuV>-Delegate being sick he sent for the 
Inspector, who reported to him the shipwreck ; and that the 
Inspector remained keeping guard over the goods saved, 
according to the order he received from the Sub-Delegata 
(Official lettter of the 10th of May, 1862.) 

Thus, therefore, from the 7th or the 8th, on which it is sup- 
posed, as Mr. Vereker says, that the shipwreck took place until 
the 10th, on which day the police authority for the first time 
"Was informed of it, two or three days elapsed during which the 
depredators had plenty of time for the perpetration of thecrime. 

If the news spread over the district on the 9th, it is not to 
be wondered at that the Inspector, who resides at a distance 
of six leagues, should only have arrived on the following day. 

And, as the Inspector only received information on the 
10th, it is evident that he is not responsible for the delay of 
proper measures previously to that day. 

At what hour was the Inspector informed of the shipwreck 
on the 10th ? That is not stated, but as he had to travel six 
leagues over a sandy ground, it is conceivable that he went 
on the 11th to the place of that occurrence. 

He immediately sent to inform the Sub-Delegate of it-Hi 
still further journey of eight leagues. 
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The Sub-Delegate being sick, aeut for luxu — eight leagues 

more. 

The Inspector arrives at the house of the Sub-Delegate — 
eight leagues more. 

And, tinally, the Sub-Delegate reports officially to the 
Delegate at liio Grande — sixteen leagues more. 

In the whole, 46 leagues and 3,000 fathoms, or 6,840 metres 
each to be traversed in three days (the 11th, l2th, and 13th), 
over the worst ground, without counting the duration of the 
interviews, the adoption of measiires, &c. ; about 80 irench 
leagues. 

It appears that it cannot be said that any delay occurred, 
even although it should be pretended that by travelling all 
day and night, and by killing the animals, one day might per* 
haps have been gained. 

. The property did not remain abandoned from the time 
when the competent authority took cognizance of the &ct, 
because the beach was guarded by the poHoe from tife 11th to 
the 14th, on which day the Commission of Inquiry arrived ; 
tod it still continued to be watched by order of the Municipal 
Judge, the Inspector being always accompanied by five 
Kational Guards. (Report of the Municipfd Judge of the 
18th of September 1861.) (The Interrogatoi^ of Faustino 
Jos^ Silveira, annexed to tiie Beport of tiie Chief of Police of 
the 10th of May, 1862.) 

All censure, therefore, of the Inspector and of the Sub- 
Delegate, in relation to the delay of the communication and 
the abandonment of the property, thus vanishes. It is not to 
be inferred simply from the fact of the Inspector's being a 
relative of Bento Venancio Soares, that he connived at the 
crime, although Soares might have been a party to it ; which, 
however, has not been proved. 

In regacd to the suspicions of murders, I have to stato as 
follows : — 

The delay which took place in the communicating the ship- 
wreck, the aspect of the beach, the distances in which some 
of the bodies were found, — all this caused the Consul to 
suspect that part of the crew had been murdered* (Despatch 
of the 20th of June, 1861.) 

Mr. Yereker having demanded the conveyance to Eio 
Grande of the corpses which had been disinterred, the Chief 
of Police immediately sent proper orders to the Delegate for 
the necessary proceedin|;& for the discovery whether any 
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murders Lad been effected, and who were the authors of 
them ; aud, at the same time, the Delegate wi\)te otlicially in 
the same sense to the Sul>- Delegate of Tahim. (Despatch of 
the 27th of June, J8G1, of the Cliief of Police to the Pre- 
sident.) 

One body having been found inteiTed, and three unburied, 
they were immediately sent to the city of Rio Grande, aud 
an inquest was held on them. The doctor, Jos^ de Pontes 
Fran9a, declared that the said dead bodies showed no signs 
of any external wounds, nor indkstioii of Tiolence ; and tibat 
death had been caused by asphyxia from submeraion. (Report 
of the Chief of Police of the Ist of July, 1861.) 

The Flresident reiterated his orders that fresh researehea 
were to be made ; but these produced no result (Despatch 
ofthe 11th of July, 1861.) 

The Pkesident still ordered the Municipal Judge to yerify 
the censured &ct& This Judge, who, at the same time as 
the Consul, had the opportunity of observing the appearance 
of the sea-shore, the distances ui which the bodies were lying 
and other circumstances of the subject, stated that the Consul 
had only been led by inferences founded on the bad charac* 
ter of the inhabitants of the place, and not by any positive 
faot, and his persuasion that ^Ir. Vcreker was unjust in his 
supposition. (Despatch of the Chief of Police of the 10th of 
May, 1862.) 

Finally, a fresh inquiry was instituted by the Delegate, Dr. 
Camarim, and, like the preceding, it produced no greater 
elucidations. (Despatch of the Chief Police of the 10th 

of May, 1862.) 

The Consul having been invited to attend this last inquiry, 
he answered the Delegate that on that occasion he could not 
accompany him on the coast of Albardao, and if his presence 
were necessary he requested him to let him know ; and 
added, " that it was not just to attribute to him principally the 
suspicion of murders ; that not only he had never expressed 
such an opinion, but those suspicions were entertained by 
those persons wlio were acquainted with all the circum- 
stances." (Despatch of the 22nd of April, 1862.) 

The Chief of Police interrogated all the persons residing 
at Albardao, as well as the inhabitants of the neighbourhood 
of the place of the disaster, and others who flocked thither on 
that occasion, besides tlie Inspector of the Customs and the 
Chief Guard's assistant. Every one of them denied th^ 
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homicides. (Beport of the Chief of Police of the 10th of 

May, 1862.) 

It therefore appearing : — 

That no one except the Consul had thought of murders, 
and that Mx, Yerekei himself repudiates the paternity of 
tliat idea ; 

That, of the four bodies found at Albardao and examined 
at Kio Grande, not one of them presented any external 
injury or indication of violence, and that with respect to 
t}iem the cause of death had been asphyxia from submer- 
sion ; 

That the argument deduced from the distances at which 
some bodies had been found, had been completely refuted by 
the captain of a frigate, Jos^ Pereira Pinto, who, after ana- 
lysing the circumstances, declared that it was sufficient to 
reflect upon the force of the current and of the wind, upon 
the diiitrence of weight between that of a human body, of a 
case of merchandize, or of a log of timber, to comprehend 
that it was impossible that all could have come to the same 
place, (Information annexed to the President's despatch of 
the 14th of May, 1862) ; 

That, notwithstanding the five inqniiies snccessively con- 
ducted by divers public functionaries, it has not been 
possible to meet with the bniial-places of any of the ship- 
wrecked persons, which is naturally explained by the x>eculmr 
circumstances of the formation of the soil and of its frequent 
mutability ; it being known that from tiie Torres to Castillos 
in the Oriental State the coast is composed of loose sand, 
which the winds daily displace, and which, in the course of 
an hour, raise very high ridges, and in the next remove them 
to other places. (Despatch of the President of the 10th of 
April, 1S62.) 

For these reasons, the Imperial Grovemment concludes 
that the suspicion of some of the shipwrecked having been 
murdered is unfounded. 

The British Minister, in his note of the 25th of October, 

1861, says : — 

" When the Municipal Judge, the Consul, and others of 
their attendants arrived, they found the Inspector with a 
force superior to their own ; and, therefore, the Municipal 
Judge did not care to assent to the request of the Consul that 
the place might be shown them where the bodies of the ship- 
wrecked were buried" 
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This fact is uot deduced either from the report of the 
Municipal Judge, in which he gave an account of the inquiry, 
nor from that of Mr. Vereker himself, presented on the same 
occasion. (Despatches of the 23rd of June, and 2()th of the 
same month in 1861.) Whilst, from the tenor of Mr. 
Verekers despatch, it appears evident that there was no 
reason why he should have omitted mention of the fact 
indicated, and in that same despatch. 

It besides appears that the Inspector's disposable force 
for police duty on the beach was not superior to the number 
of persons and the force which accompanied the Municipal 
Judge. His party consisted in the Consul, the Chief Guard's 
assistant, two Guards, and four soldiers — eight persons. The 
Inspector had only five National Guards under his command. 
(Deposition of Faustino Jose Silveira, annexed to the Pre- 
sident's despatch of the 14th of May, ]8()2.) 

However great may be the confidence reposed by Mr. 
Christie in liis Consul, it would appear that the allegations 
and opinions, more or less well-founded, of only one pt rson, 
cannot counterbalance the complete absence of proofs, or the 
acts of all the authorities, and the aflfirmations of a great 
number of witnesses who have deposed in this question. 

It is not unusual that generic suspicions of prepossession 
should arise from the instinct of self-preservation, and even 
from the most noble sentiment of compassion excited by the 
misfortunes of others, without, however, the existence of any 
positive fact which may justify such suspicions. And even 
not long since, Mr. Vereker exemplified this truth in thinking 
that his life was in imminent danger ; a fact which it was 
afterwards ascertained had not the least foundation. (Notes 
of Mr. Christie of the I4th and 21st of August^ 1862.) 

In Mr. Christie's last note of the 5th instanl^ Mr. Christie 
demands, in l^e name of his Goyemment^ a compensation 
for the plunder of the goods saved, and of ike bodies.. 

It appears that the Imperial Government^ neither from its 
own acts, nor from the proceedings of the local authorities, 
ought to he answerable for the (Ssasters occasioned hj the 
shipwreck of tiie barque '* Prince of Wales/' and therefore 
the demand of the Government of Her Britannic Maj( sly 
cannot be maintained. But were it even maintainable, it 
appears that it could not be easily settled. 

In tiie first place, for which bodies does his Excellency 
demand compensation ? 
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It cannot certainly be for the four which wete taken to the 
cify of Rio Grande, and respecting which it was proved that 
the cause of their deaths had been asphyxia from sub- 
mersion. Nor can it be for the six who were lost on the 
sand bills of Albardao, because it is not known to what souls 
they belonged, nor are there any means of distinguishing 
them from those who were swallowed by the waves. 

As to the robbery of the goods saved, if the demand of 
the British Government were justifiable, it would appear that 
the Imperial Governnrent could only be responsible for 
specified quantity and value of the plundered articles. But 
it does not appear how many, and what they were. The sea 
assuredly kept its share of them. 

Mr. Christie claims payment for the whole of the cai'go, 
and even for the freight of the vessel. 

In this manner the eiBfects of the shipwreck remain entirely 
neutralized. 

If this principle be admitted, people will be fo^md to 
assume the responsibility, not only for the crimes of depre- 
dators, but also for the imbecility of captains, and even for 
the fury of the winds and waves. The Imperial Government 
will apply a remedy to all these disasters; and the Insurance 
Companies will not have a better auxiliar}' than the coast of 
Albardao, or than any other desert coast of the empire. 

December 27, 1862. 



Enclosure 3 in No. 72. 

MtfnuiTandvm on the QueMim relative to the Ojjiicers of the 

ForU" Frigate. 

(Translatioa) 

Her Britaimic Majesty's Legation having eomplained of 
the proceedings attributed to the Commanwit and soldiers 
of the detachment at Tijuca towards some officers of the 
English frigate " Forte," the Imperial €k)vemment sought for 
information about the facts of the case, through the means of 
tiie competent authorities, in order to be enabled to fonn a 
Sure judgment respecting the claim, and to resolve according 
to what might be just» because nobody should be condemned 
without proofs, and these cannot be substituted by the simple 
allegations of complainants. 
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The act took place in a lonesome situation : it becatne 
therefore necessary to put questions to the Commandant and 
soldiers of this detachment, who in the exercise of their 
duties committed that act ; premissinj^ that the information 
given by those agents of tlie public force was confirmed by 
two persons cora])letely foreign to the question^ to wit^ Messrs. 
Bennett and Miiller. 

Mr. Christie wished to have copies of these inquiries, which 
were frankly confided to him in the originals. His Excellency 
soon afterwards transmitted to the Government the contra- 
diction of those inquiries by tlie Chai)lain Oiemeuger, Lieu- 
tenant Pringle, and Midshipman Hornby. 

Certainly Mr. Christie cannot but acknowledge that, how- 
ever honourable the characters of those persons may be, their 
allegations are not sufficient for the formation of proofs in a 
court of justice, although there might be no other proofs to 
the contrary, because they are produced by the complainants 
themselves. 

It 'would be contrary to all principles, and extremely 
dangerous, to condemn the accused from mere allegations of 
the accuser. 

If Her Britannic Majesty's Legation places its faith on 
what the ofiicers of her navy said, there is no reason what- 
ever why the Imperial Government should refuse faith to its 
ngents. 

There is, however, the circumstance of the depositions of 
the Brazilian agents being corroborated by two completely 
disinterested witnesses, which upon unprejudiced minds must 
shed some light over this difficult question, and lead the im- 
partial magistrate to believe it more probable that the tnith 
is on the side which presents declarations of persona abso- 
lutely foreign to the fact inquired into. 

Mr. Christie complains that no answer has yet been given 
to his note of the 19th of August. What could the Imperial 
Government in truth do ? There were no more witnesses to 
be questioned, all possible proofs had been collected, and 
against these what fresh matter was presented was the con- 
testations of the complainants. 

The English officers expressed a desire to be confronted 
with the German, Miiller, whose deposition they rejected. 
But the Chief of Police reports that, after the 2nd of July, 
those oilicers did not appear again at the Department under 
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Ills charf^e, eveu voluntarily leaving off attendance at the 
iuteiTogalijiies of Messrs. Bennett and Miiller. 

That, however, would not prevent the adoption of that 
measure again, if therefrom some more elucidation of the 
question could be obtained. 

Having made these preliminary observations upon the 
generality of the process, it is proper to reply to the divers 
topics of Mr. Christie's note of the 19th of August last 

He observes that of the four witnesses who circumstantially 
relate the commencement of the question, only one of them 
spoke from his own knowledge, because the others could only 
repeat what they heard from him, whose testimony they 
faithfully reproduced. 

It is, however, proper for Mr. Christie to consider that^ 
besides the Commandant of the detachment, four soldiers 
were interrogated. It is true that the beginning of the con- 
flict was wi& the sentinel, but it is also true that he imme- 
diately called out the guard, and that, the other soldiers who 
were in the guard-hoose having directly come ont, all of them» 
the Oommandant and the soldiers, were present at the 
struggle which followed. 

All the depositions are concordant that the sentry was at 
his post ; that the complaining officers were the aggiessors ; 
that even before reaching the detachment they had been 
troublesome to a patrol which they met on the road, and that 
in firont of the quarters of the detachment they had stopped 
a passer-by, who was going up the hill on horseback. 

The evident result of these declarations is, that the soldiers 
and their resx)ective Commandant were present at the con- 
flictk and that their depositions refer to fiacts of which they 
were eye-witnesses. 

They are simple facts, and it is no wonder that there 
should be unanimity in the statements of them made by the 
witnesses in their generality, although showing different ver- 
sions respecting secondary circumstances, as is always the case 
on similar occasions, as, for example, about the precise 
moment of the conflict, the noise made by the of&cers in the 
guard-house, aud other facts of minor importance. 

Mr. Christie further says, " The English officers declared 
that tlie Commandant only appeared ten minutes after their 
imprisonment, and that consequently his deposition is not 
worthy of being credited ; because having declared that 
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which lie had not previously seen, it is to be supposed that 
he had declared what he had not afterwards seen ; that he 
was absent when the disturbance began ; and it is presumable 
that he himself would not confess a breach of his duty." 

Not only the delarations of the Commandant, but also those 
of the soldiers of the detachment, which are all unanimous 
in stating that, upon the calling of the sentry to arms, the 
Commandant came out and pacified the oflScers until they 
were locked up, are contradicted by the English officers. 

Let Mr. Christie take note that there was no reason why 
the Commandaut, if he had been absent, should not have 
toid so; because he might have absented himself at ten 
minutes' distance from the guard-house upon any other ser- 
vice, without any blame being imputed to him on this account 
as a dereliction of his duties. 

ICr. Christie regrets that the Chief of Police, in his Eeport 
to the Minister of Justice, under the date of the 5th of July, 
should have explained, by the imputation of inebriety, the 
release of the &iglish officers, and this without any inquiry 
or justification ; and he adds^ that that imputation is not 
mentioned in the Report of the Commandant of the detach- 
ment at Tyiica^ to the Sub-Delegate of Engenho Velho, the 
onfy one that the Chief of Police possessed on that occasion. 

This magistrate declared that he had ordered tlie release of 
the officers, finding that there was no matter for a process, 
because the acts of the said officers were merely tiie result of 
the state in which they then were. 

Let Mr. Christie allow me to observe to him that the Chief 
of Police, although he had not yet commenced a formal 
inquiry, was already aware that when the conflict took place 
the officers had just had a pleasure party, after which there 
is almost always a display of excitement and hilarity, which 
even happens to the most serious persons, principally to 
youths, without producing any injury to thisir character ; and 
tiierefoje it was to this animation that the Chief of Police 
attributed the proceedings of the officers, being without any 
reason to suppose that, under other circumstancesf, they would 
choose to despise the pubUc force, and much less seriously to 
attack it 

He therefore thought that there was no matter for the insti- 
tution of a process, and ordered the release of the officers ; 
the inquiry which subsequently took place was more for the 
purpose of verifying the proceedings of the agents of the 

s 
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pul»lic force, than for the pui-pose of establishing the cul- 
pability of tlie said oflicers. 

Certainly the circuni.slances of tlie officers appertaining to 
Her Biitannic Majesty's uavy, and the inters ention of their 
superiors and of ttie respective Consul had to be taken into 
consideration by the said Chief of Police, and if he did not 
sooner oider the zelease of the offioers* that is, when solicited 
by Captain Saomarez, it was because he had not yet received 
the official Beport of the Sub-Delegate, whereby he might 
learn the reason of the imprisonment^ and that the officers 
were placed at his disposal. 

In ms Beport of the 6th of July, the Chief of Police did 
nothing more than reproduce the allegations oontsined in 
the inquiry. 

The officeis deny that they were tipsy, and complain of the 
imputation. But what did Bobert Bennett and Bodolph 

Miiller say in their dechirations on this point ? 

It is comprehensible tliat in that state the said officers 
should have proceeded in the manner stated by the witnesses ; 
but it is not explained, nor is it conceivable, that the sentinel, 
without provocation, should have left his post^ which is off 
the road, to attack three individuals who were quietly passing 
bv on that road 

The Tijuca Koad is one of the most frequented in the 
suburbs. The detachment has loiii^ existed there, and no 
representation has been made against acts of violence or 
exorbitance on the part of the soldiers of which it is com- 
posed ; which leads to the conchision that it would not be 
with tlie English oflicers^ without provocation, that the first 
fact should take place. 

It is conceivable that the sentry ha\dng been provoked, 
and a struggle having followed between the English officers 
and the soldiers of the detachment, it became necessary to 
make use of some vigour in order to force the said officei^s 
into the prison. But that, after being confined, they were 
treated with urbanity, they themselves acknowledge. 

It was certainly from a desire to know the names and 
qualities of these peKons that the Commandant of the detach- 
ment sent for an interpreter. How is it, tlierefore, admis.^ible 
that, the officers having given their names and qualities in 
writing, the Commandant should throw it on the floor after 
reading it? 

The English officers say that an Austrian served as aa 
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interpreter, and fully explained to the Commandant their 
quality and piofessioii, and that they replied to all his ques- 
tions. 

But not only the Commandant and the soldiers deny that 
such a declaration had been made, but, on the contrary, state 
that one of the officers having written their names, another 
of them seized the paper, tore it, and threw it on the ground ; 
also, the very Austrian, to whom the officers refer, the inter- 
preter Miiller, declared that, on his explaining to the officera 
the reason why they were imprisoned, and asking them for 
their names and positions, they sharply answered him, with- 
out ever declaring one thing or another. 

It is in" some degree to be comprehended that the officers, 
cowed on finding themselves prisoners, did not choose to 
reveal their rank and profession, and that they should have 
satisfied themselves for the time with the threat, which they 
themselves declare to having addressed to the Commandant of 
the detachment, that they would soon call him to an acoonnt 
for his proceeding. 

On the foUowuig day, the officers being sent to the city, 
the Commandant in his report, which accompanied them, did 
not mention Uieir names, not having any reason for so doing, 
bat there would have been convenieoee in declaring them, if 
by chance he had known them. 

It was only after they were at the police office that tibe 
British Vice-consul declared them to be officers of the British 
navy, when they were immediately transferred ftom the civil 
prison to that of the police corps, where they made but a 
short stay, and were released as soon as the Sub-Delegate 
placed them at the disposal of the Chief of Police^ stating to 
him the cause of their imprisonment. 

Mr. Christie makes the observation that the officers deny 
their having sticks with them, saying that Mr. Clemenger 
alone had an umbrella in his hand ; while in the official 
despatch addressed to Mr. Christie himself on the 24th of 
June last, Admiral Warren says that the soldiers took fsom 
the officers their umbrellas and sticks. 

In their refutation of the Commandant's deposition, the 
officers said that not one of thorn carried a metal flask slung 
\vith a leather strap over the shoulder, but that Mr. Clemenger 
had one. It is exactly what the Commandant said, with the 
addition that the flask contained the remains of liquor, whilst 
the officers said that it was empty. 

s 2 
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The officers further say that they did not dispute with the 
Brazilian soldiers, because they do not speak Portuguese. Mr. 
Christie will, however, grant that it is not on this account 
that the (officers would fail to deride them ; as well as that, 
notwithstanding their ignorance of the language of the 
country, they thenasolvcs declare having given the Com- 
mandant to understand that they would ere long call hiin to 
account for his behavi(Uir. 

The officers deny everything besides that the witnesses said 
against them. But Mr. Cliristie will have the goodness to 
consider that the denials of interested parties cannot be ad- 
mitted as proofs in a Court of Justice, or neutralize the 
depositions of witnesses who are impartial, besides that the 
allegations of the officers do not appear to be very probable. 

The complaint would be held reasonable if, from the dress, 
or anv other declaration, it were known the said oflBcers 
belonged to the British navy ; but, quite on the contrary, it 
appears that they were dressed in plain clothes, and that they 
inade no declaration. It finally appears that as soon as their 
quaHty was known they were immediately released, theie 
being otherwise no matter for addressing a oommimication to 
Her Britannic Majesty's Legation on thu sabjed 

The Imperial Govemment, from the foregoing explanaticna, 
does not doubt that Mr. Christie, impartially appreciating thia 
frank and loyal statement^ will deem it conyenient to recon- 
sider the subject of the present claim. 

December 27, 1862. 



Enclosure 4 in No. 72. 
Mr. Christie to the Marquie o/AhramUs. 

« 

Bio do Janeiro^ December 90, 1862. 

M. LB Marquis, 

I have read with much pain your Excellency's note of 
yesterday, for I see by it that all the efforts which I have 
made to prevent the necessity of acting on my ulterior in- 
structions have been in vain, and that it is idle to try further, 
persuasion. 

It is now necessary for me to reply to your note of yester- 
day, and also to the previous note dated the 18th, to which 
your Excellency observes that I have yet made no written 
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reply, and I think it desirable briefly to recount what liajs 
pasbed between us since the 20th, in order to complete and to 
correct your Excellency's narrative. 

In one of my notes of the 5th instant, I had not, as your 
Excellency is pleased to say, fixed a peremptory term, but I 
had requested you to endeavour to furnish me with replies to 
the demands of Her Majesty's Government in the two ques- 
tions of the " Prince of Wales " and the " Forte " by the 20th 
of this month. Not having heard from your Excellency in 
the interval that there would be any ditliculty in complying 
with this request, I anived in Eio from Petropolis, where as 
you know, my health obliges me to reside, on the morning of 
the 20th, in order to receive the expected replies, and be at 
hand to confer with your Excellency if it should be neces- 
sary. Finding no reply waiting for me, I sent Mr. Brodie to 
your Excellency's private Secretary to ascertain when T might 
expect to receive your replies ; and Mr. Brodie was informed 
that on one of the two questions the reply was not yet ready, 
as your Excellency was waiting for a document from the 
Ministry of Justice, but that I might count on receiving the 
answers on Monday the 22nd. On that day I received your 
Excellency's short note proposing to refer both questions to 
London, discussing neither questioji, making no reference to 
any document from the Ministry of Justice, and, though the 
answers had not been readv on the 20th, bearing date the 
18th. 

A few hours after the receipt of this note I visited your 
Excellency. I told you that my instructions did not permit 
me to accept your reply. 1 pointed out to you that there was 
no allegation of new matter to be laid before Her Majesty's 
Gk)vernment, and that, if any new matter existed, it should 
be submitted to me, who am charged by Her Majesty's 
Crovemment with instructions to negotiate these questions 
here. Befernng to your statement that I had paid no atten* 
tion to the verbal explanations given me on the subject of 
the ill-tteatment of the officers of the " Forte," by your Ex- 
oeUency, and more partieularly by the Minister of Justice, I 
asked jou what these had been and denied all knowledge of 
them, and your Excellency confessed that none had been given 
to me after tiie examinations made by the Chief of Police. 
Yon said yon had referred to my interviews with yourself and 
the Minister of Justice before the investigation was held, 
when my only object was to urge a full inquiry, and we were 
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none of us in a coudition to discuss the question, and you 
could not have given me explanations if you had wished it. I 
ivniinded your Excellency that, after I had received the depo- 
sitions, I called on you hy appointment for tlie purpose of 
discussing the question, and that you immediately declared 
yourself altogether unprej)ared and unable to discuss it, and 
did not suggest any other day for a conference. It was after 
this fruitless interview that I addressed to your Excellency 
my note of the 19th of August, to which you never deigned 
to repl}', not even to that part of it in which I informed you 
of the desire of the three officers to be confronted with the 
w itness Mailer. I also called your attention to your state- 
ment that the depositions had been confided to me privately 
(particularmente), insisted that I had asked for them and 
received them as of right, and reminded you that Senhor 
Sinimbn had at last sent them to me in original, because, 
when I pressed him for them after an unexpected and uu- 
reabonable delay, he had found that no steps had been taken 
to make copies for nie as had been promised. I represented 
to your Kxcellency, without discussing the propriety of the 
proceeding, that you were mistaken if you supposed you 
would bo appealing from me to Her Majesty's Government, 
that the api)eal would be to Her IMajesty s Government from 
itself; for that every note and document on both questions 
had been sent to Ix)rd Russell, Her Majesty's Govenunent 
had judged tlic questions, framed the demands, and given me 
full instmctions. In fine I informed your Excellency that I 
was instructed, if satisfaction was not given, to address myself 
to the Admiral, and I be^ed you to receive this commimi- 
cation in the spirit in which I made it, by no means intending 
to menace, having no instruction to give yon this infotmatioii 
befinehand, but hoping, by so doing on my own nsponsibili^, 
to aid in ayartin^ disagreeable eventa I gave yon tiiis infoi^ 
mation confidentially for oonfidentlal eommnnieation to your 
colleagues, and I zesisted your ExceUenoy's leqnesta tbat I 
sbonld inform yon in writing ; and I did to partly becanse it 
was not within my instructions to warn you, and partly htm 
a consideration, which I hope even yet may be appreciated, 
fi>r the Dnperiid Government becanse I thought a note such 
as you requested might bear the appearance of menace. Yonr 
Excellency did not press for the note, and I then asked you if 
it would be possible to infi^ me on the evening of the next 
day (the 23id) whether the Imperial Government would or 
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would not recall tlieir resolution to refer these questions to 
Loudon. On your Excellency's expressing a desire for further 
time I at once proposed to wait till Saturday the 27th, and on 
the following morning, the 23rd, I again visited your Ex- 
cellency and requested you to prepare to answer me on the 
fundamental question of satisfaction by the evening of the 
29th. Your Excellency has omitted to mention the chief 
reason which I gave you for my anxiety to avoid unnecessary 
delay. I stated that sickness was beginning to show itself 
extensively among the crews of the British vessels which 
were waiting in the harbour ; and I have yet to learn that 
this reason ought not to have weighed with me, and might 
not, under the circumstances, be mentioned to your Excel- 
lency to urge as speedy a solution as would permit tinie 
enough for due deliberation. Your Excellency assented to the 
times which I proposed, and expressed no desire for a longer 
period for deliberation. 

On the morning of the 27th I again, according to agree- 
ment, visited your Excellency, and we held a conference of 
some hours. You caused to be read to me, in your presence, 
the two memoranda of which you enclose copies in your 
yesterday's note, and I freely discussed them. I suggested 
some corrections of errors of fact in the memorandiun of the 
** Prince of Wales" question, which I am glad to see have 
been made in the copy now sent to me. On leaving your 
Excellency I requested permission, which you granted me, to 
take away witli me the memoranda, that I might read them 
once more with attention ; and when your Excellency called 
on me the same evening, I returned the memoranda to you, 
saying that I had read them and reflected on them, and that 
I saw nothing in them which could materially modify the 
opinions of Her Majesty's Government on the course of 
action prescribed to me. 

You sent your private Secretary to me very early the next 
morning, and, in reply to your £xcellencj*8 message by him, 
I could only repeat vhat I had said to you on the pieyions 
evening. 

These two new memoranda do not furnish a single new 
&ct or argument of any importance. They entirely exculpate 
the BrazSian authorities. They do not admit the slightest 
particle of reason in the opinions and demands of Her ^lajesty's 
Government They do not propose any sort or degree of 
satisfaction other or less than Her Majest/s Government 
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iHLTe dmtiwM Hi^ an^ m fiw^ cotiie i^inls of ledtess. 
I caimot fee In Uwte moMiiid^ any moie than in your 
Ezcdlency's pieviooa Bole% tlie al^htest pvooC of that dedie 
which jva mj that the Tmpenal GoT^miMBt has shown 
ihioo^ioiit to settle amieah^ hoUi these questions. Your 
EzceUencjis kind enough to admit; in your yesterday's note^ 
that there is some foimdation for some part of the opinion of 
Her Mi^iesty's Legation, notwithstanding their general incoi^ 
iectnes% hot von have not condceeended to state which are 
the points on which we have numaged to escape error. 

Oor discussion of one of these memoranda, that on tlie 
" Pnnoe of Wales " question, elicited a new &ct of some im* 
portance ; and that new £Mt is seriously prejudicial to the 
case of the Brazilian Government Your Ezoellency had 
laboured hard in one of your notes to conyinoe me that tlie 
Inspector of the District, Faustino, had not been dismissed 
for culpable neglect of duty, but simply and solely for a 
short and uninipoitant delay in communicating the intelli- 
gence of the wreck. It appears from the report of the Chief 
of Police of Rio Grande of March 10, 1862, that the chief 
cause of Faustino's dismissal was his release of a prisoner 
■who had been apprehended \\*ith property in his hands stolen 
from the wreck. Not only was he chiefly dismissed for this 
cause, hut the Juiz do Dirt-ito was also called upon to prose- 
cute Faustino fur this culpable act. Your Excellency even 
still suppresses this fact in the memorandum which you have 
sent me, though in other respects it has been eoiTected ; and 
I am the more surjn isf d at this, as we discussed the point at 
some length, and clearly established the fact of Faustino's 
dismissal on account of this highly culpable proceeding. 

The civilized nations to which the Imperial Government 
now proposes to appeal, will judge how far such an act tends 
to justify the general chaiges of misconduct made by Her 
Majesty's Consul against Faustino, and his father-in-law 
Soares, the Justice of the Peace» and adopted by Her 
Majesty's Government ; and the same nations may perhaps 
see in your Excellency's x)erseyering suppression of this teJot, 
and no less persevering denial of Faustino's culpability, as 
also in the assertion in your note of the 18th, of verbal ex- 
planations given to me in the question of the " Forte," which 
never were given, signs of a mode of treatment of these 
questions, either inconsistent wiUi perfect fiankness, or un- 
worthy of their very serions chawter. 



Digitized by Google 



265 



Your Excellency, in your yesterday's not^ haa strangely 
made a serious mistake in stating the demand of Her Majesty's 
GoYemment^ in the case of the Prince of Walea" You 
speak of the indonnity demanded for the supposed assassi- 
nations. There is no such demand. Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment are, indeed, of opinion, that there is the strongest 
presumptiYe proof of murder of the crew ; but they have 
strictly confined their demand of indemnity to the property 
plundered. Strange as it is that such a mistake should be 
made Ly your Excellency in a matter of such importance, it 
is the more stranpe as I pointed out a similar mistake in the 
memorandum which you showed me, on the 27th, and the 
mistake has been corrected in the copy enclosed in your 
nota 

As to the memorandum on the question of the "Forte," 
I must protest against your statement that Mr. Bennet, the 
respectable proprietor of the T^'uca Hotel, is a wilxiess 
advene to the ofSeers. "What did Mr. Bennet state ? That 
he had heard the three officers' voices, as they passed his resi- 
dence, just after leaving the hotel, that they seemed to be in 
good spirits, and that when the news of their imprisonment 
came to him, he inquired at the hotel what th^ had drunk 
at dinner, and ascertained that they had had two bottles of 
Bordeaux, and half a decanter of Cognac among them ; that 
is, that three men, who had been on foot from a very early 
hour in the day, had drunk two bottles of light French wine 
among them at dinn^, and taken each a glass of Cognac with 
their coffea Is this any evidence against the officers ? Mr. 
Bennet is made to add, and he added it, of course, in answer to 
a foolish question, that he knew nothing of what they might 
have drunk between his hotel and the Tijuca guard-house. 
How could he know what they drank elsewhere? « Does this 
necessary ignorance of Mr. Bennet's prove tiiat ^ey drank 
anywhere else? 

Of the witness' Muller, who remains, according to your 
Excellency's view, the only disinterested witness, and who is 
doubtless adverse to the officers, it is enough to repeat that 
the officers asked to he confronted with him, and that during 
four months your Excellency lias never vouchsafed them the 
opportunity, or condescended to reply to the note of Her 
Majesty's Minister. 

Your Excellency says, of the officers of the " Forte," that 
the Imperial Government is convinced that the police 
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anthorities were not wanting in proper respect to the British 
navy, in their proceedings towards three individuals dressed 
in plain clothes, who refused to declare their names and rank. 
Tills language involves a charge of deliberate and pereevering 
falsehood against the three officers, one of whom is the chai>- 
lain of the frigate ; and I feel sure that I anticipate the 
judgment of Her Majesty's Govpmment, wdien I say that 
such language seriously aggrarates the responsibility of the 
Imperial Government for the outrage and indignities of which 
the three officers were victims, and the affront offered through 
them to Her Majesty's navy. 

Her Majest\''s Government will not shrink from the appeal 
which you announced to the civilised world 

Your Excellency returns, in your yesterday's note, to a 
defence of the appeal which you had proposed to make from 
me to Her Majesty's Government. Let me repeat to you that 
that would have been really an appeal from Her Majesty's 
Ckyyernmentto itself. Does your Excellency suppose that I 
covld have taken on mysdf to finone my notes of tlie 5th, 
and the demands with which they condnded ? Let me further 
say, that snch an appeal from a Ifinister to his GoTemment 
is contrary to all cnstom and precedent^ and wonld, I 
sure, have been sunmarily rejected by the British Cabinet 
I might have fiurly resented, if I had chosen, tiie insinnation 
of iiynstice which your Excellency has thought fit to lannch 
against me ; but I was unwilling to introduce a personal 
element into these discussions, and you know that in our 
conferences I have made no allusion to this unworthy in- 
sinuation. It so happens, that in another note from your 
Excellency, dated only three days later, the 21st, you address 
yourself with confidence, on an important subject, to my 
enlightened mind for an accurate and benevolent opinion. I 
confess that the insinuation of injustice in your note of the 
1 8th deprives this compliment of value for me. On the other 
hand, it is sen'iceable as neutralizing your previous censura 
I set one against the other, and, under such circumstances, 
may say, without disrespect to your Excellency, that I am 
indifferent both to the praise and to the censure. 

A recent diplomatic publication furnishes a precedent of 
such an appeal as your Excellency pro]io.sed to make from me 
to my Government, llie ^lexican Minister in Paris made an 
attempt in Septcml)er, 1861, to appeid to M. Thouvenel from 
the i'rcnch Minister in Mexico. M. Thouvenel quickly in- 
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termpted by saying, " We will not receive your explanations ; 
we have entirely approved the conduct of M. de Saligny, 
and, in accord with England, we have given orders that a 
squadron composed of ships of the two nations shall recjuire 
a proper satisfaction from tlie Government of Mexico, and 
your Government will learn from our Minister and our 
Admiral what are the demands of France." (Papera relating 
to Mexico communicated to the United States' ( 'oiifrress, May 
1862.) It is a satisfaction to me to think that by firmly 
refusing to admit your proposed appeal I may have saved 
your Minister in London from a similar disappointment. 

Her Majesty's Government, though they earnestly hoped 
that their demands would have been acceded to, felt it right 
to provide for the possibility of refusal ; and Admiral Warren, 
the Commander-in-Chief of Her Majesty's naval squadron 
on this station, will immediately proceed, under instructions 
\vith which he is furnished, to take steps for making reprisals 
on Brazilian property. 

The property which may be seized will be held as a security 
until Her Majesty's Government obtain the satisfaction which 
the Government of the Emperor have totally and peremptorily 
refused, unless they shall be compelled by superior force. 

I need not tell your Excellency that reprisals are a well 
understood and acknowledged mode among nations of obtain- 
ing justice otherwise denied, and that they do not constitute 
an act of war. 

The measures which will be taken by Admiral Warren are 
within the bounds of a state of (peace. It rests with the 
Government of the Emperor to remain within these bounds 
or to transgress them. In the earnest hope that peace may 
not be broken, and with an ardent desire for a return of those 
cordial relations which Great Britain has always sought to 
cultivate with Brazil, but which cannot exist if Brazil per- 
severingly refuses reparation for wrongs done to British 
subjects, I beseech your Excellency and your colleagues to 
remember that a grave responsibility will lie on you il* violent 
resistance to reprisals, or measures of retaliation, or injuries 
to British persons or property on shore, shall lead to further 
and deplorable complications. 

Admiral Warren will use every possible endeavour to 
execute iiis instructions so as to avoid a hostile conflict. 

I avail, &c., 
(Signed) W. D. CHKISTIE.- 
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Enclosure 5 in No. 72. 

Circular addrmtd by Mr. Christie to Her Majesttfs Consuls in ' 

BraziL 

Rio de Jaueii-Ot December 30, 1862. 

Sir, 

Demands vhich I have made by oider of Her Miyeety's 
GovenmieDt to the Gk^vernment of Biazil for compenaatioii 
for the plunder of the wreck of the English barque Prince of 
Wales^" in the Ptovince of Kio Grande do Sul, in June ]861» 
and for satia&ction for the ill-treatment of three officen of Hi&s 
Mtgesty's ship Forte " in June last, by the police-guard of 
T\juca and the police authorities at Sio^ having been totally 
and peremptorily refused, unless under compulsion of superior 
force, Admiral Warren will immediately proceed, according to 
instructions of Her Miyesty's Government^ to make reprisals 
on Brazilian property. 

The property which may be seized will be held as a secu- 
rity until Her Majesty's Government obtain satisfaction. 

Reprisals are a well-understood and acknowledged mode of 
proceeding among nations for obtaining justice which has 
been denied, and they do not constitute an act of war. 

I have not failed to state this to the Imperial Government, 
and I have urged them to remember that theirs will be the 
responsibility — and a grave one — if violent resistance or 
retaliatory attack or injury to Bi-itish persons or property in 
Brazil shall lead to further and deplorable complications. 

Admiral Warren will use; (svery endeavour to proceed in 
the manner most likely to avoid a hostile contiict. 
. I address this despatch to you that you may be able to ex- 
plain to British subjects and others the nature of the mea- 
sures which Admiral Warren is about to take. 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) W\ D. CHRISTIE. 



Enclosure 6 in No. 72. 
Mr, Christie tp Bear-Admiral Warren. 

m 

Bio de Janeiro, December 30th, 1S62. 

(Extract) 

The Brasilian Government have totally and peremptorily 
xefinBed, nnleBS they shall be compelled by superior for^e, to 
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grant the demands which I liave made, by order of Her 
Majesty's Government, for compensation for the plunder of 
the wreck of the " Prince of Wales," and for satisfaction for 
the indignities to which three officers of your flag ship were 
lately subjected by the police of Tijuca and of Rio ; and it is 
now my duty to call on you to execute, according to your dis- 
cretion, the instructions of Her Majesty's Government as to 
measures of reprisals. 



Enclosure 7 in No. 72. 
Eear'Admiral Warren to Mr. Christu, 

''Furte" Kio de Janeiro, December 30, 1862. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter 
of this day's date, acquainting me that the Brasilian Govern- 
ment have totally and peremptorily refused, unless they shall 
be compelled by superior force, to grant the demands which 
you have made by order of Her Majest/s Government for 
compensation for the plunder of the wreck of the Prince of 
Wales," and for satis&Gtion for the indignities to which three 
officers of tho ^' Forte were subjected by the police of 'H* 
juca aud Bio, and calling on me to execute the instructions 
of Her Majesty's Grovemment as to measures of reprisal 

In pursuance of your request to act on the instructions of 
Her Majesty as to measures of reprisal I have to acquaint 
you that Her Majesty's steam-sloops '*Stromboli" and 
''Curlew" will proceed to sea this day, and seise on such 
Brazilian ships as may be considered necessary as an equiva- 
lent for the demands of Her Migesty's Government^ taking 
them to Palmas Bay, havins done which the " StromboH " 
will return to Bio to report their proceedings. 

I have, ^kc 

(Signed) BICHAED L WABBEN. 



Enclosure 8 in No. 72. 

The Marquis of Ahrantes to Mr. Christie. 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Rio de Janeiro, 
DscsnlMir 81, 186S* 

(TranslatioxL) 

I received to day at about 10 o'clock in the morning, the 



Digitized by 



270 



note under yestonlay's date, which Mr. William Dougai 
Christie, &c., was pleased to address to me in reply to that 
which 1 addrtssed to him under the date of the 29th, in 
which I communicated to him the answer peremptorily de- 
manded from the Imperial GoTernment, about the elaims ooaor 
ceming the shipwreck of the barque ^' Prinee of Wales," and 
1^ ooeanttiee at TQuea with aome dfioeia of the ^'Forte" 
frigata 

Mx: Ghxiatie'a fresh note, from the terms in which it is 
couched, hx from aifording an opportunity, which would 
otherwise be so desirable, for a friendly and pacific decision 
of these questions, still further aggravates the difficult and 
painful position in which the rekttions of the Imperial 
Gkmrnmeat with Ihe L^iation of Her Britannic Migesty are 
placed. 

Therefore, still once more, knowing the inutility of employ- 
ing further efforts to bring Mr. Christie to the conyiction of 
the injustice and groundlessness, not only of his persistence 
in the prosecution of these claims, but also principally of the 
manner in which he proposes to terminate them, and witii a 
view to avoid an unprofitable and inconvenient discussion, I 
shall be very brief in the answer which I have to give him. 

I have above all to correct some of the propositions con- 
tained in Mr. Christie's note^ which it is impossible to pass 
unnoticed. 

The first is in reference to the alteration which Mr. 
Christie supposes to have been made in the memorandum 
relative to the barque " Prince of Wales." 

I assure Mr. Christie that no alteration or modification 
was made in that memorandum, a textual copy having been 
sent to him of that one which Mr. Christie hearc^ the read- 
ing of, and which is still in my cabinet. 

In the memorandum about the officers of the " Forte," it 
is, that according to agreement with Mr. Christie a small 
alteration was made in that part in which it was said that 
the said officers had declared that they had no sticks, whereas 
the Admiral, in his official letter of the 24;th of June 
addressed to Mr. Christie, said that the soldiers took from 
the ofGicers their umbrellas and sticks. 

On Mr. Christie's observing that the officers had not 
denied their having sticks with them, the word had "was 
substituted in the memorandum by used." 

The second oonectioii regards tiie denial by Mr. Christie 
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of his having demanded an indemnification for the suf^sed 

murders. 

In his note of the 5th instant Mr. Christie demanded an 
indemnification for the " bodies stripped and plundered.'* 

In associating this idea with the preceding claim for the 
assassination of individuals belonging to the crew of the 
" Prince of Wales," I understood that the demanded indem- 
nification referred to those nmrders. 

Mr. Christie, however, now better explaining his meaning, 
declares that what he demands is not an indemnification for 
the relations of the deceased, but for tlie property of which he 
supposes them to have been despoiled. 

The explanation does not, neveilhelejss, remove the objec- 
tions contained in the memorandum, Ijecause it is not vet 
known to w^hat bodies Mr. Christie refers. ( I ranting that it 
is to the four which were taken to Rio Grande from Albardao, 
it would still remain to be known of what property they had 
been despoiled ; an observation equally applicable to. the 
others. 

Mr. Christie says that the Imperial Government has made 
no proposal to him, and that by both the memoranda all 
the demands of the Legation are repelled. 

I correct this proposition by observing that Mr. Christie 
lias neither given time nor an opportunity for the Imperial 
Government to make any proposal. 

When Mr. Christie's notes of the 6th instant were received, 
in one of which he fixed the term until the 20th for the 
receipt of replies to them, the Imperial Government upon 
mature reflection saw that it could not come to an under- 
standing with Mr. Christie on the subjects in question, and 
that the most appropriate and convenient course to be adopted 
in the interest of the good relations betw^een the two 
countries was that of appealing direct to the Government of 
Her Britannic Majesty. 

Tliis was what I communicated to Mr. Christie in my note 
of the 1 8th. 

It is thereby seen that until then the Imperial Govenmient 
reserved itaeU to treat of the subjects in questioii 'with the 
Government of Her Britannic Majesty, and oosBe^nently that 
there was no proposal to be addressed to Mr. Cbnstie. 

On the 22nd Mr. Christie came to tdl me lliat tiie projected 
ai^eal could not take place, and next deotoed t]Mit if his 
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demands were not complied with he was instructed to have 
recourse to the Admiral 

It was^ therefore, on Mr. Christie's part that the impossi- 
bility arose of any amicable proposal being muade, because he 
accompanied by a positiye ultimatum the persistence in his 
demand j 

Mr. Christie observes that I had agreed that no verbal 
communications had been made to hmi in relation to the 
officers of the " Forte " frigate. 

It becomes also necessary to correct this proposition, in 
asserting that I reminded Mr. Christie, not only that the 
records of the inquiries had been (1( Hvered to him, but that I, 
and particularly the Minister of Justice, had spoken to him 
on this subject 

Mr. Christie makes the remark that the witness Bennet 
said nothing sggravating the conduct of the officers. 

Mr. Christie cannot but recognize his mistake by verifying 
that from Bennet's deposition it appears that he noticed on 
their leaving the hotel of which he is the proprietor that they 
were singing on the road, and that on learning of their impri- 
sonment he spontaneously thought that they were tipsy ; the 
result of which is, as has already been said, that tliis deposi- 
tion corroborates that of Muller, who also asserts that the 
officers were tipsy. 

With reference to the shipwreck of the " Prince of Wales," 
Mr. Christie says that the proof of the culpability of the pro- 
ceedings of the Inspectur of the Quarter, Faustino Jos^ da 
Silveira, is, in liis having been dismissed for having set free 
one of the accused ; and that the Chief of Police himself, in 
his official report of the 10th of May, 1862, declared that the 
said Inspector was to suffer a prosecution on the score of his 
responsibility. 

Mr. Christie must, however, remember that he, in the con- 
ference of the 27th instant, confessed that the said act of the 
Inspector in no way conlxibuted to the perpetration of the 
crimei 

The Inspector justified himself in the inquiry which was 
held, alleging that he could not but keep watch on the beach, 
that there was no prison in which the accused could be con- 
fined, and that he thought that he might sefid him inland,, 
witii the prohibition not to return to the place. 

If for tiiis error the Inspector is responsible to the Qovem^. 
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mieiit of the country, it certainly does not follow tliat any 
detriment to the question should be the result of it. 

It is true that, in my preceding,' notes to Mr. Christie, I 
said that the Inspector Inul been dismissed on account of his 
delaying to communicate the shipwreck ; but in the memo- 
randum, and with the documents presented at the conference, 
it was explained that this censure had been taken from the 
othcial reports of the Chief of Police of the lOth of May last, 
and that from subsecjuent and mow minute examination it 
was found that that censure was premature, the only fact to 
be attributed to the lns])ector being that of having driven 
from the beach one of the suspected, whom he otherwise had 
not the means of detaining in prison. 

Having made these essential corrections, and, in contempla- 
tion of diplomatic conveniences wdiicli I am bound to respect, 
omitting remarks on some propositions and phrases in !Mr. 
Christie's note, I have to tell him that the Imperial Govern- 
ment has taken due cognizance of the contents of that note ; 
and that it loudly and categoric;! Ily protests against such 
violence and so indescribable an abuse of force ; an<l tliat it 
still appeals to the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, 
notwithstanding Mr. ChiisUe's opinion that tliat appeal is 
useless. 

I renew &c. 

(Signed) THE MAKQUI8 OF ABRANTES. 



Enclosure 9 in No. 72. 
Mr. Christie to the Marquis ofAbraiUes. 

liio de Jaueiroi December 31, 1862. 

11 LE Marquis. 

Information has been brought me of a speech made today 
at the Exchange to a laige assemblage of merchants by the 
Miniater of Public Works, Commerce, and Agriculture, and I 
am informed that he stated that my ultimatum addressed to 
your Excellency was only received by you this morning, and 
that it was known yesterday in the commercial community. 

I have taken pains to assure myself of the correctness of 
tiiis information, and have eveiy reason to believe it to be 
corrects 

Senhor Sinimbii and I probably differ as to the meaning 
of the word ultimatum." I understand my notes of the 5th 

X 
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to have contained my ultimatum, or rather that of Her Ma^ 
jesty's Gtoverament. On the 22nd your Excellency was 
informed bv me that I had instnictions in the event of refusal 
of satisfaction to address myself to the Admiral. On the 
29th I received your Excellency's final refusal of all satisfac- 
tion except under force, and my last note, of yesterday's date, 
which was delivered at your house at 9 o'clock this morning, 
was simply a reply to yours of the 29th, and an announce- 
ment of the precise nature of the measures which the Admiral 
would take in consequence of your refusal. 

This last note, which St'uhor Siuimbu, I should say unad- 
visedly, calls an " ultimatum," was certainly not known 
yesterday in the commercial conmiuiiity, nor is any part of 
it known at this moment to any one but myself and my 
Secretaiy. It was not finislied till 10 o'clock last night ; my 
Secretary then copied it. On the honour of an English 
Minister and an English gentleman I say to your Excellency 
that no one out of the English Legation did know or could 
have known yesterday or today any pai-t of the note ; and I 
feel sure that Senlior Sinimbii will regret having made, on 
erroneous information, in a moment of great excitement and 
to an excited assemblage, a statement so calculated to ii\jiire 
me in public opinion. 

I learn that Senhor Sinimbu stated that it was the intention 
of the ( foyernment to publish tomorrow the whole of the cor- 
respondence, and I hope I shall not in vain appeal to your 
justice in asking you to include this letter in the publication. 

I avail, &c., 
(Signed) W. D. CHEISTIE. 



Enclosure 10 in No. 72. 
The Marqwis of Abranies to Mr. OhrisHe, 

Foreign Office, Bio de Janeiro, January 1, 1863. 

(Translation.) 

1 acknowledge receipt of the note which under yesterday's 
date Mr. Christie, &c., addressed to me, with the object of 
explaining the meaning of phrases which he is sure were used 
on the Commercial Exchange by the Minister of Agriculture, 
Commerce, and Public Works, in reference to the ultimatum 
aildressed to the Imperial Government in the note dated the 
^Oth, and received on the morning of the 31st of last month. 
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Mr. Cliristie has been infonned that tlie Minister of Com- 
merce, in the short syjeech which he made on the Exchange, 
considered as ultimatum Mr. Christie's note of the 30th, 
while the ultimatum, as Mr. Cliriatie declares, was iu his three 
notes of the 5tli. 

Pointing out to Mr. Christie that, as regards what the 
Minister of Commerce said on the Exchange, the Imperial 
Government knows only what is ])ublished in today's " L)iario 
Official," I have further to inform him that, in conformity with 
liis wislu s, his note shall appear in the "Diario" together 
with this my reply. 

I avail, &c., 
(Signed) MAKQUIS OE ABRANTES. 



Enclosure 11 in No. 72. 

« 

Mr. Okristie to Acting Consul HoUoeombe, 

Bio de Janeiro, Janoaiy 1, 1868. 

Sib, 

I have to instruct you to cause it to be made generally 
known that if any vessel seized by Admiral Warren's orders 
shall contain property belonging to parties who are not Bra- 
zilians, the Admiral w^ill, on the nationality of the owners 
being proved to his satisfaction, give every facility in his 
power for the delivery of the property to the owners without 
any delay which can be avoided. 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) W. D. CHRISTIE. 



Enclosure 12 in No. 72. 
Mr. OkrittU to the Marquis of Ahrantei, 

Bio de Janeiro, Jaauary 1, 1803. 

M. LE Marquis, 
I received about 1 1 o'clock last night your Excellency's 
note of yesterday. 

I find that your Excell-^ncy is right in saying that the 
mistake in the memorandum on the " Prince of Wales ** 
question, as to the demand of indemnity for the probable 
assassinations, wjis not corrected in the copy sent to me. 
But your Excellency is wrong in saying that no correction 

T 2 
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whatever has been made in that copy. The date of the note 
of the 25th October, in which there was a mistake, has been 
corrected at my suji<^estion. This, and the correction made 
at my 8Ugu;estiun in the niemorauduni on the afl'air of the 
" Forte," whieli your Kxf^ellency mentions, and even still 
more vour own statement, niade wlien you visited me in the 
alternoon of the 27th. tliat I liad most cleaily explained tlie 
mistake about the deniaiid as U) assa^ssinaliitns, led me too 
hastily to conchule that this mistake also had been corrected, 
as it should have l)een, in the memorandum. 

This is only one of erroi-s imputed to me by your 
Excellency to which 1 can plead guilty. 

Your Excellency j)ersists in a misstatement of importance 
when you say, " Mr. Christie, in his note of the 5th, requiiod 
an indemnity for the bodies stripped and plundered." ^Ir. 
Christie does nothing of the sort in that note. I say in that 
note, that Her Majesty's Government ask for compensation 
for the plundering of the wreck and of the bodies.'* I agaia 
say in toafc note that I am instmcted to demand compensa- 
tion " for the wholesale plunder of the wreck, and also for 
the robberies of the propei-ty of the crew." Lastly, I speak 
of "the compensation to be made to the relations of the 
people on board whose bodies were stripped and plundered 
and I have given no subsequent explanation dearer, as you 
say, than my original words. 

I adhere to my statement that no verbal explanations were 
given to me either by you or Senhor Sinimbii after the in- 
vestigation made by the Chief of Police^ and that this was 
confessed by } (»ur Excellency. In the previous interviews, 
when my only object was to obtain an investigation, and the 
facts were not known, material explanations could not have 
been given me; I remember none at alL Your £xcellen<^ 
says that the verbal explanations which yon have accused 
me of not attending to were all given in the preliminary 
interviews ; and you will probably think it right and neces- 
sary, in appealing to tli(! Tii itish Cabinet, to state — which you 
have not yet done — what are these important explanations 
which I haye disregarded. 

I beg to deny altogether the responsibility which you 
throw on me for there nf)t having been time or possibility 
lor the Imperial Government to make me some proposal 
which I might have discussed between the 5th and 29th of 
December. 
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I wish here to place on record that, whon your Excellency 
visited me on the evening of the 27th, I voluntarily declared 
my readiness to accept, in the question of the ** Forte," an 
explanation as to the conduct of the Chief of Police which 
could not hurt his feelin<,'s. I said that, having the advan- 
taije of knowiu'' that 'aMitlenian, havinjjf listened to your 
Excellency's ex]tlaiiations, and having widl considered the 
matter, 1 should willinirly take on nivsr-lf the responsibility 
of accepting an explanation, that, tliougli it was to be re- 
gretted tliat without any inlbi-niation he had used words 
imputing inebriety to the three otiicers, he had done so by 
inadvertence and without oftensiv(^ intention. The Imperial 
Oovernment not having permitted a settlement of this ques- 
tion, T am anxious at once to give to this testimony, what- 
ever it may be worth, in favour of a public functionary whom 
I res})ect. 

That IVfr. "Rennet, at whose hotel the three officers had 
dined, should, on heiiring of their inq)risonment an hour 
after, have inqidred wliat they had drunk at dinner, does 
not prove, as your Excellency says, that he si)ontan(»ously 
judged that th.ey were intoxicated, but only that he wished 
to ascertain whether there could have been that cause for an 
imprisonment, whicli he, like every other just man, wou!d be 
unwilling to believe was an outrage without cause. 

Your Excellency does not seem to be able to see the force 
of the culpable act of Faustino which you had ke})t from 
view. Certainly the release of the prisoner could not have 
"been the cause of the crime for which he had been ajipre- 
hended. I should liardly have thought it necessary for your 
Excellency to propound this truism. Cannot your Excellency 
see that such an act gives good grounds for Ijelief that the 
same official, whose conduct besides was generally suspicious, 
would have overlooked and failed to prevent other crimes ? 

I have thus gone through all the points of your Excellency's 
note of yestenUiy, with the exception of the one in the last 
paragraph, in which I am informed that the Government of 
the Emperor will appeal to Her Majesty's Government. 

I lament this resolution, because a perseverance in it will 
render impossible a release of the property taken in reprisal, 
until I can receive instructions from Her Majesty's Govem- 
xnent. Your note of yesterday fails even to carry out the 
declaration of jonr note of the 29th, that, in the question of 
tiie '* Prince of Wales/' l^e Imperial Government would. 



Digitized by Google 



278 



on the display of force, pay such sum as I or Her Majesty's 
Governiiient might demand. The moment I might have 
heard, or may yet liear, that tlie Iniporial Government, con- 
sistently with the previous slateiiient, would pay what I 
think a reasonable sum in the matter of the " Prince of 
Wales," I liave been and still am ready to request the 
Admiral to send immediate orders to desist from further 
seizures. I will also declare to your Excellency my readiness 
to entei'tain, for the consideration of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment, any reasonable proposal, such as was never made to 
mo during the four-and-twenty days which preceded the 
beginning of reprisals, as, for instance, a reference of all the 
questions in dispute to an impartial arbitratioa The endeii- 
vonra of the Goveminent of the Emperor to distinguish 
between me and Her Mijesty's Goveniment^ which have given 
an illtision and example to your press^ do not influence me 
to withhold these offen of conciliation, made in the interest 
of the commerce and friendship of the two nations^ any more 
than I shall be deterred, if these efforts fail, from confinuing 
to do my duty firmly under my instructions. For there is 
one point, M. le Marquis, in which, at this unhappy moment^ 
among all our differences, I agree with your Excellency's 
statements^ and that is, a belief in the justice and rectitude 
of my own €k)Teinment 

I avail, &C. 
(Signed) W. D. CHBISTIR 



Enclosure 13 in No. 72. 
The Marquis of AhranUB to Mr, ChngtU, 

Muiifitiy of Foreign AfTnirs, Bio de Jaadns 
Jauaary 2, 1868. 

(Translation.) 

I received yesterday, at about 3 o'clock in the afternoon, 
the note which, under the same date, was addi'essed to me by 
Mr. Christie, &c. 

In that note Mr. Christie heprins by contesting some obser- 
vations whir;!! I took the liberty to make on certain expres- 
sions ill liiat which he addressed me on the i3ULh of the last 
month, and closes by manifesting the disposition in which he 
is of terminating, by pacific means, the questions now being 
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discussed in tlio interest of commerce and of the liieudsliip 
which exist.s hc'tween the two nations. 

liefore replying to the stn-nnd and more essential part of 
the note before me, Mr. Chri.-tif will allow me to nnike a h w 
brief observations on tlie ol)jeetions which lie has l)een 
pleased to take against the, relleotiouji contained iu my note 
of the 31st of la-st month. 

The meniorandnui on the (piestion of the " Prince of 
Wales ■ did not nndergo any correction at all, and wai> trans- 
mitted to Mr. Christie in a textual copy of the one which 
was read at the conference of the 27th. 

Mr. Olunstie will doublless acknowledge that the having 
added to the date of the note of the 25th of October the 
year 1861, cannot be considered as a correction, because as 
that note of the British Legation was the only one of that 
date, the want of the indication of the year could not give 
rise to the least ambiguity. As, therefore, I said in my note 
cxf the 31 St of December, one only word was amended or sub- 
stitated in the memorandum relative to the officers of the 

Forte." 

And thus, as Mr. Christie had the goodness to acknowledge 
that there had been a mistake on his part, in asserting that in 
the memorandum about the " Prince of Wales " a modification 

had been made in that i)art relative to the claim on the sub- 
ject of the murders, he will admit that no correction whatever 
was made in that same memorandum, the simple addition of 
the year 1861 not being possibly considered as such. 

In making these observations, I merely do so in order to 
correct facts, altliough they l)e unimportant. As to the com- 
pensation demanded l>y ^Ir. Christie for the relations of the 
-crew, it is not ditliciilt for me to understand, from the expla- 
nations subsequently given to me by him, that the compen- 
sation was demanded ibr the pretended plunder of tlieir 
bodies. 

But Mr. Christie cannot but admit that, notwithstanding 
this moditication, the ess( ntial observation still exists wliirh is 
read in the respective nieniorandum, and that is the dilliculty, 
if not the impossibility, of determining which are the bodies 
and what are the effects of which they were despoiled. 

Mr. Christie persists in his allegation that he received no 
verbal explanation either from M. Sinimhd or from me, abont 
the olhcers of the ' l orte " frigate. This bein<^ his conviction^ I 
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luust believe tliat I was not well understood wlien I declared 
to Mr. Christie that I, as well as the Minister of Justice, had 
spoken to him on this question, not only before, but after the 
iuiiuiry conducted by the Police Department : it would be 
dithcult for me to refer to the words uttered by me on those 
occasions ; but they must certainly have been those which 
would be suggested by the state of things showing, on the 
one side, a desire to do eveiytliiiiff that might be possible to 
satisfy Chnstie, aud on the oUier the impossibility of dia- 
regaraing the depositions of witnesses, only for the puipose 
of putting faith in the allegations of the interested parties. 
■ Mr. Christie likewise insists upon the unimportance of the 
deposition of the witness Bennei Certainly this deposition 
of itself alone would not be sufficient to constitute a foimal 
proof; btttk connected with the deposition of the German, 
Miiller, who asseverated that the three officers weie tipsy, 
Bennet's deposition comes to corroborate that assertion. 

Respecting the Inspector, Faustino, I must obsenre to Mr. 
Christie^ that from the fault committed by him, in not im- 
prisoning one of the indicated persons, wherein he endea- 
voured to justify himself by the declaration that he had not 
the means of confining him, it cannot be inferred that he had 
been negligent or connived at the perpetration of the crime, 
it having been besides judged that the censures of that 
functionary for other causes, such as for not Laving given 
timely information of the shipwreck, aud for htiving opposed 
the disinterment of thti bodies, were unfounded. 

Tf it be unjust to draw such an inference, if from thence it 
cannot be concluded, d jjrion, that Faustino had allowed the 
perpetration of the crime, or had concurred towards its com- 
mission, of wliat other crime could it be supposed that Faus* 
tino had been guilty in having committed that fault ? 

Besides the danger and inadmissibility of the principle of 
the conclusion from one proved fault to another completely 
destitute of proof, it nmst be added that, in relation to Faus- 
tino, that which was proved was an error committed in the 
exercise of liis attributions, and for which he was accountable 
to the Government ; while the crime attributed to him by the 
British Legation is of a very different nature, being that of 
negligence or connivance at the perpetration of the crime. 

It is conceivable that an ill-disposed individual may in^ 
jspire suspicions, and even so thexe will not . be sufficient to 
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accuse, and still less tocoiulemn liiin. But a public fuiKtion- 
ary may coiiiiuit errors in his otiicial capacity and not on tliat 
accouTit )>e considered a malefactor. 

Mr. Christie declines all responsibility for not having 
allowed either time or opportunity to the Imperial Govera- 
nient for making some proposal, and declares that he wad 
leady to reoeiye and diacuss any proposal in the interval be- 
tween the 5th and 29ih of December. 

Mr. Christie will be so good as to remember that the 
Imperial GrOYemment» not considering his notes of the htk 
of December as an ultimatum, thoumt that it might appeal 
directly to the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, and 
stated the same to Mr. Christie in the note of the 18th of 
that montL The Imperial Government could not^ therefore^ 
make any proposal to Mr. Christie in that interval Being, 
however, informed by Mr. Christie, on the 22nd, that he did 
not admit of any appeal to the British Cabinet, and that if 
the demands made in his notes of the 5th should not be 
promptly attended to, he had received instructions to address 
mmself to the Admiral, the Imperial (Government found 
itself from that day (the 22ud) placed in a situation of sub- 
mission or resistance, and not of proposing modifications of 
the ultimatum ; and that the notes of the 5th of December, 
as meant bv the Jh-itish ^linister, contained an ultimatum, 
which lie liiinself subsequently declared in his note of the 
31st of December. 

Under such circumstances, the Imperial Government could 
not nourish the slightest hopes that any proposal would be 
listened to, unless it were the pure and simple acceptance of 
the demands made by ^Ir. Christie. 

It is true that Mr. Christie consented to listen to elucida- 
tions which I furnished him at the conference of the 27tli ; 
but only on the part of the British Minister could any pro- 
posal be made of a modification of his demands, and so he 
declared when he took away the memoranda, iu order to 
reconsider their contents. 

On the afternoon of that day Mr. Christie told me that he 
would consent to diminish the censure upon the Chief of 
Police, upon this magistrate's explaining that he had no 
intention to offend the thm officers. 

On the following day (28th) I sent my Secretaiy to inquire 
of Mr. Christie whether that was the omy modification which 
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he then proposed to make, or whether he felt disposed to 
make uiliers. Mr. Christie answered that it was the only 
one whicli he could a^^ree to, and that the other demands of 
the notes of the 5th of December were still persisted in. 

The pro] )osed in rid i Heat ion was not sufticicnt to neutralize 
or weaken the |.'ravity of the other demands of the ultimatum ; 
and as the Imperial Government could not accept it, a reply 
was addressed to Mr. Christie in the terms of the note of 
the 29tL 

From this short and faithful narrative of what passed 
between llfir. Christie and myself since the receipt of his 
notes of the 5tii, it is dearly seen that the Imperial Govenir* 
ment has neither had time nor opportunity mr making any 

proposal to Mr. Christie. 

Am to what appertains to the second essential part of tlie 
note which is before me, the Imperial Gbvemmentk animated 
by the same desire which is manifested by Her Britannic 
Mi^esty's Legation, to put an end to the questions now pend- 
ing in such a manner aa may be consistent with the great 
interests of good understanding and the very impcortant 
relations Ix tween the two countnes, I have received instruc- 
tions from Uis Majesty the Emperor to declare to Mr. Chris- 
tie, that as the Council of State must be consulted on the 
proposed means for the fittest solution of these questions, it 
becomes an uigent necessity that Mr. Christie should await 
the definitive reply, which will he given to him as soon as 
possible, to that part of his note to w^hich I have alluded. 

And in order to bring this subject better to the knowledge 
of the Council of State, to which the consideration of it is to 
be submitted, I request Christie to have the goodness to 
tell me ex]»liritly whetlier the ini])artial arbitration to which 
he has ])ioposed a rel'erence is to decide both of the ques- 
tions ; that is, the one relative to the shipwTeck of the 
barque " Prince of Wales," and that whicli relates to the 
officers of the "Forte" frigate, or if the arbiter is to con- 
fine himself to the latter of these questions, the former 
remaining solved in the terms of my note of the 29th of last 
December. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) THE MAEQUIS OF ABKANTES. 
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Enclosure 14 in No, 72. 
Mr, Christie to the Marguie of Abr antes. 

Bio de Janeiro, January 2, 1863. 

M. LB Mabquis, 

I do not think it necesaaty to continne a discusaion on the 
Tarions minor points on which you have i^oined to me at 
SQch length in yonr note of today, and am content to leave it 
to the public to judge between ub on those points without 
fiuther observations from ma 

I am glad to learn that l^e Government of the Emperor 
have judged worthy of consideration the suggestion which 
I have made for focilitating a settlement of the questions 
which have led to reprisals on the part of Her Miges^s 
Government, and in answer to your question whether the 
suggested impartial arbitration should include both the 
questions of the " Prince of Wales" and the " Forte/' or 
bs applied only to the latter, I have only to say that in 
my yesterday's note I declared my readiness to entertain for 
the consideration of Her M^est/s Government a proposal to 
refer all the questions in dispute to an impartial arbitration. 

I shall be ready to give my best consideration, with a view 
to lefiaiiing it to Her Msjest/s Grovemment, to any reason- 
able propMal which the Imperial Government may make to 
me ; but until such proposal is before me I cannot explain 
myseli^ or indeed form a resolution, on my conditions of 
acceptance. 

I would venture strongly to point out to your Excellency 
the desirability of your submitting to me in a verbal confer- 
ence any proposal wliich you may be authorized to make, and 
I should hope that we might be able to concur in some 
written memorandum of agreement to be submitted by you 
afterwards to your colleagues. 

I avail &c 
(Signed) W. D. GHBISTIJBl 



Enclosure 15 in No. 72. 

Mr, Christie to tU Marguis of Abr antes. 

Bio dft Janeiro^ Jannaiy 8, 1868. 

M. LE Mabquis, 
I replied last night to your i^ote of yesterday within aQ 
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hour after receiving it, wishing to do everviliing in my power 
to jirevent delay in the negotiation which you have shown 
your willin<:i)('ss to enter into. 

I have notiiing to chanue in wliat T have said as regards 
this negotiation. lUit I'urtiier consideration has hioii^flit me 
to the opinion that it is ini})ortant for Iler Majesty's Gi>vern- 
int'iit, and due to myself, that I should notice one ol" your 
preliminary observations. 

Your Excellency says, in answer to my statement that no 
verltal explanations were given to me ai'ler the investigation 
of the Chief of Police, and that you had confessed this, 
that I must have misunderstood you, for you told me that 
explanations were given both after and before the inquiry. 
My recollection is very precise^ and my convictioii very strong, 
as to what I have stated ; but it becomes unnecessary to 
prolong a discussion as to the variance in our recollections, 
as your Excellency confesses that you cannot remember your 
words, but that your explanations would naturally have been 
such as the state of things would have suggested. That is, 
your Excellency now describes these explanations not from 
memoiy but trim, conjecture ; and it cannot^ therefore, be 
disrespectful or inconsistent with diplomatic proprieties if I 
say that explanations which you have yourself forgotten 
could not have merited much attention from me, and cannot 
justify you in having made them a reason, and tiie single 
xeason, for referring to the British Cabinet the question of the 
officers of the " Jforte." 

I avail, &c , 
(Signed) W. D. CHEISTIE. 



Enclosure 10 in No. 72. 

Mr, Chruite to the Marquis of AbranUs, 

Bio dfi Janeiro^ Janiuuy 8, 1868. 

M. LE ^Fakquis, 
I am obliged to call your Excellency's attention to remarks 
in the " Diario Othcial " of the 1st instant and of today, 
making a distinction, with reference to the present unhappy 
state of affairs, between Her Majesty's Legation and Her 
Majesty's Government, expressing a conviction that my pro- 
ceedings will not be sanctioned by Her Majesty's Govern- 



Digitized by Google 



285 



ment, and charging me with seizing on a pretext for 
disturbing the fiiendly relations between Great Britain and 
BraziL I must hold the Government of the Emperor 
responsible for these and any future similar remarks in their 
official journal It ought not to be necessary to remind you 
that I am the Minister of Her Britannic Majesty accredited 
to your august Sovereign in a Eoyal letter desiring that 
faith shall be giyen to all I say as from Her Majesty's 
Government, and I have said to you many times, in words and 
in writing, that I am acting under instructions from my 
Government. 

.1 avail, &c.> 
(Signed) W. D. CHEISTIE. 



Enclosure 17 in No. 72. 

The Marquis of Ahr antes to Mr, Christie, 

' Hinifitiy of Foreu^ Affairs, Rio de Janeiro^ . 
January 8, 1863. 

(TransLition.) 

Mr. Christie, kv., in his note of yesterday received by me 
at 11 o'clock at ni^lit, declares that he does nut consider it 
necessary to continue the discussion of various points wliich 
he terms as of little iin|)ortance. 

He further declares tliat lie lias seen with satisfaction that 
the Imperial Government considers his suggestion for facili- 
tating the settlement of the (questions which led to reprisals 
on the part of the Government of Her Britainiic Majesty, 
and that he is ready to take into full consideration, find to 
bring to the knowledge of his Government, any reasonable 
proposal of that of His Majesty the Emperor, and expresses 
a desire to confer with me for that puqiose. 

Fully agreeing with Mr. Christie on the inntility of per- 
severing in the discussion of the points referred to in his note, 
I will ask his permission to observe that I am not responsible 
for that discussion. 

In regard to the conference wished for by ]Mr. Cliristie, I 
hasten to inform him that it may take pliice this day, at half- 
past 5 o'clock in tiie afternoon, ai the house of my residence ; 
and I also hope that Mr. Christie will on that occasion furnish 
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me with the explanation wHcli I asked him for in mj note of 
yesterday, and which I require to place before the CouncQ of 
State at tomorrow's conferenea 

I reiterate, &c. 
(Signed; MARQUIS OF ABRANTES. 



Enclosure 18 in No. 72. 
Mr, Christie to the Marquis of Ahrantes. 

Bio de Janeiro, January 8» 1863. 

LE Marquis, 

I rei^ret to be uiial)le to attend your Excellency, as you 
prujxKSo, at your house for the conference, but I shall be in 
the Stmngers' Hotel the whole of the day ; and if indispo- 
sition or any other cause prevents your Excellency from 
coniinf; to me, I shall be very happy to confer with your 
I'rivate Secretary, Calogeras, who, I know, has your entire 
contidcnce. 

I avail, &c., 
(Signed) W. D. CHKISTIE. 



Enclosure 19 in No. 72. 

Mcmorandiuii of Basis of Arraiujemmt, 

The Brazilian Government will oblige itself to pay in the 
"Prince of Wales" affair tlie sum which Her Majesty's 
Government may demand, protesting against its responsibility, 
Mr. Christie having urged the Brazilian Government to 
include the questions connected with the " Prince of Wales" 
affair in its proposal of an impartial arbitration. 

Mr. Christie wiU immediately request the Admiral ta give 
orders for the stoppage of seizures. 

The Brazilian Government will propose to refer the ques- 
tion of the oflScers of the "Forte " to an impartial arbitration, 
which Her Majesty's Government will be free to accept or 

decline. 

The Brazilian Government will inform Mr. Christie in a 
separate document for the confidential information of Her 
M^'esty's Government of the arbiters or modes of arbitra- 
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tion which it will accept, in the hopo that Iler Majesty's 
Govoriimeut may feel itself able t*) accept one of those pro- 
posed, and so a settleinei)t be expedited. 

Mr. Christie wi.^hes to understand distinctly whether the 
Brazilian Government make themselves responsible for all 
prejudices and losses which may be caused to subjects of 
third Governments who may be owners of cargoes seized iu 
Brazilian vessels. 

All the anterior correspondence in both questions to be 
published immediately by the Brazilian Government. 

The vessels seized to be released. 

(Signed) W. B. CBItlSTIB. 

JanoMy 8^ 186S. 



Enclosure 20 in No. 72. 

Rear-Admiral Warren to Mr, CJunsiie, 

** Forte^** Janaaiy 4» 1868. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to infonnyou that Her Majesty's steam- 
sloop " Stromboli," rejoined my flag at 4 p.m. this day. 
Commander Henry reports having detained the Brazilian 
vessels named in the enclosed list, and has left them in 
charge of Commander I'orbes of the " Curlew/' in Paimaa 
Bav. 

Eleven of tlie passengers on board these detained vessels, 
who wislied to proceed to Rio, were brought up in the 
** Stromlnjli, ' and have Ijeen landed accordingly at this ])laco. 

In the e.Kecution of this ser\icc I am happy to inform you 
that no resort to force was necessary ; th(^ usual signal to 
heave to, by firing a blank gun, being made in the case of 
three of tlic vessels, and the other two were stopped by 
merely hailing them. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) BICHARD L WAEREN. 



Enclosure 21 in No. 72. 

list of vessels detained by Her Migesty's ships " Stiom« 
boU" and "Curlew." 
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Rnclosuie 22 in No. 72. 



T/ic Marquis of AbrarUcs to Mr, Christie, 

Kinistiy of Foreign Aflain, Bio do Janeiro^ 
JanoaiyKy 1888. 

(Translation.) 

In compliance with the promise made to Mr. Christie, &c., 
Ac, in my note of the 2nd instant, I come to give him the 
due reply to the second essential part of his note of the pie- 

cedinji day. 

After tlie recoipt of my said note, Mr. Christie addressed 
to me another, dated the 2nd, in which it pleased him to 
signify to me tliat it would be convenient that we should 
have a conference. 

To that note I replied on the .Srd, hastening to acquaint 
him that the proposed conference miglit take place on the 
same day, at half-past 5 in the afternoon, at the Ixouse of my 
residence. 

Mr. Christie, being unwell, could not come to my house, as 
he sent me word by his Secretary, through whom I also in- 
formed Mr. Christie that an identical reason prevented me 
from calling upon him at the hotel which he inhabits. 

Mr. Christie having declared in his note of the Srd, tliat, 
if our meeting were not possible, he was disposed to confer 
wil^ my Seccetaiy, I granted the necessary authorization for 
that purpose. 
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Fully informed of every tliint^ that passed in that and sub- 
sequent conferences, and the Council of State having' been 
consulted, 1 now tiansniit to Mr. Christie the promised reply 
of tlie Imperial Government. 

Wishing \<o avoid that an intention should be attributed to 
it of opposing any pacific and honouriihle means of solving 
the pending questions ; wishing to contribute, without a 
diminution of the national decorum and dignity, to the 
prompt removal of the diificult situation in which the rela- 
tions of the Govenuiicnt of llis Majesty the Emperor and 
the Legation of Her Britannic Majesty are at present, to the 
serious injury of the great interests by which the two 
countries are bound ; and lastly in testimony of the entire 
confidence which it feels in the justice of its cause, the 
Imperial Government^ ratitying the declaration made in 
my note of the 29th of December last, as to the question of 
the barque " Prince of Wales," will l»e ready to transmit 
proper instructions to the Brazilian Minister in London, to 
deliver, under protest, and in the terms of the said note, what- 
ever sum the Government of Her Britannic Majesty may 
demand. 

And with respect to the question of the offieers of the 
" Forte" frigate, in accepting the suggestions made by Mr. 
Christie, in his note of the 1st instant, about an arbiti'ation, 
the Imperial Government will rake care to inform Mr. 
Christie of the choice of an arbitrator to decide this question; 
it being understood that the arl titer will have to take cogni- 
zance, not of the duty of the Imperial Government to cause 
the laws of the country to be executed, but only of whether, 
in the mode of the application of those laws to the officers of 
the " Forte," any offence has been given to the British Navy. 

These declarations will only have effect, when reprisals 
shall have ceased and the prizes has been released. 

I h&Ye finally to infom Mr. Christie, that if, contiaiy to 
what is to be expected, the Govenuneut of Her Britannic 
Majesty should refdse to acquiesce in this agreement^ the 
Imperial Government will maintain its primitive position, 
which is that of not sacrificing the national decorum and 
dignity, however much it may deplore the evils which may 
result from that resolution. 

I renew, &c. 

(Signed) MAT^QUIS 01' ABKAXTES. 

u. 
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Enclosure 23 iu No. 72. 
Mr. Ckrklie to ihe Mofqmt of AhranUt. 



Kio de Jaueiro^ January 5, 1868. 



1£ lbMabquis, 
I have leoeired your EzoeHency's note of to-day ; and 



are ready to give orders to weir Minister in London to pay 
under protest whatever sum Her Majesty's Government may 
demand as compensation in the afhir of the "Prince of 
Wales," and also to accept my suggestion of proposing for 
the consideration of Her Majesty's Government an arbitra- 
tion in the question of the officers of the "Forte," I will 
immediately request Admiral Warren to desist from reprisals, 
and to give immediate orders for the restitution of the prizes 
which have been mada 

Your Excellency may feel assured that reprisals cease from 
this moment, and that Admiral Warren will send orders 
without delay for the release of the prizea 

Tlie Imperial Government, for reasons doubtless satisfoo- 
tory to themselves, have thought it better to pay under pro- 
test what may be demanded in the case of the ** Prince of 
Wales," than to adopt my suggestion of proposing to refer 
that question also to arbitration. In the conferences which 
I have had with your Secretary, as representing 3^our Excel- 
lency, I strongly urged the advantage to the Imperial Govern- 
ment of reserving that chance of a decision more or less in 
their favour. The force of a protest against responsibility 
cannot, I think, liut be weakened by a refusal to submit the 
point to arbitration ; but at any rate Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment cannot be open to any imputation of indelicacy in 
taking on themselves to fix, as they are requested to do, the 
amount of compensation. 

Her Majesty's Government are free to accept or decline the 
proposal of arldtration in the question of the " Forte." 

I think it right to place on record, that your Secretary, 
representing your Excellency, has also promised me that all 
the anterior correspondence on both questions between Her 
Hsgesty's Legation and the GoYemment of the Emperor shall 
be publii^ied without delay. 




I avail, &c. 



W. D. CHKISTIR 
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Enclosure 84 in No. 72. 

Mr, (JhriUio to Eear'Admiral Warre/u 

Rio de Janeiro, January 6, 1868. 

I have the honour to inform you that the Brazilian Gbvem- 
ment have declared their readiness — 

Ist To pay under protest to the Government of Her 
Miyesty any sum which the latter may demand as just com- 
pensation for the plunder of the wreck of the "Prince of 
Wales preferring this mode of settlement to proposing, as 
I had suggested to them, to refer the whole of that question 
to arbitration ; 

2nd. To propose^ in tiie case of the officers of the Forte/' 
to refer the question to an arbitration ; and it will be for Her 
Majesty's Government to determine whether they shall ac- 
cept or decline this proposal 

Under thtee circumstances, I feel myself justified in re- 
questing you to give immediate orders to desist from further 
seizures and to rdease the prizes abeady made. 

I cannot conclude this communication without recording my 
sense of the cordial cooperation and valuable advice which I 
have received from you throughout these proceedings. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. D. CHRISTIE. 



Enclosure 25 in No. 72. 
Bear^Admired Warren to Mr, Chri^ie, 

Forte," fiio de Jaueiro, January 6, 1863. 

Sir, 

' I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of today's date, acquainting me with the steps the Brazilian 
Government have declared their readiness to take, with a view 
to the final settlement of the claims of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment in the case of tha wreck of the " Prince of Wales," and 
the outrage on the " Forte's " officers. 

And with reference to your request for the stoppage of 
further seizures of Brazilian ships, and for the release of the 

u 2 
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prizes already made, I have to iuforiu you tliat I have directed 
Coiiiinander Henry to proceed forthwith to Pahiias liiy, to 
rt'lf'iwo tlu; ships detained tliere in charge of the " Curlew," 
alter which he ])roceeds \vith all speed to l*ernaiiibuco, for the 
protection of British interests, the " Satellite " leaving in the 
course of a few hours for Bahia, and the "Dotterel" for Bio 
Grande do Sul, witli a similar ol)ject. 

I liave to thank you for ycnir concluding paragraph, and 
am gratified to find that you consider I have been of service 
in assisting you to bring this un[)leasant business to a point 
which will, 1 trust, lead to a final adjustment. 

I have, tiscc, 

(Signed) BICHARQ L WAKilEN. 



Enclosuie 26 in No. 72. 

Circular addressed by Mr. Christie to Her Majesty's Consul 

in BrazU. 

Bio d« Jtueiroy Jaoiuiy t, 1868. 

Sir, 

With reference to my circular despatch of December SO, I 
have the pleasure of informing you that 1 have made an 
arrangement with the Brazilian Government which has led 
me to request Admiral Wan on to desist from further reprisals, 
and restore the pruea which have been made ; so that Brazi- 
lion vessels are again entirely free from molestation by Her 
Majesty's ships of war. 

The Brazilian Government have agreed to pay, under pro- 
test, a sum which Her Majesty's Government may demand 
of the wreck of the "Prince of Wales ;" preferring this mode 
of settlement to proposing, as I had suggested to them, to 
refer the whole of that question to arliitration. 

They ])ropose, in the case of the ollicers of the " Forte," to 
refer the question to arbitration ; and it will be for Her 
Majesty's Government to determine wliether they shall accept 
or decline this proposal. 

• I am, &c., 
(Signed) W. D. CHRISTIE. 
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Enclosure 27 in No. 72. 
The Marquis of AbranUt to Mr. Ckridie. 

Foceign Office, Bio de Jaueiro^ Janoaty 6, 1808. 

(Translation). 

With rei'ereuce to the vfibal explanations which I said had 
been p^ven by nie, and cliii-fly V)y the Minister of Justice, to 
Mr. W. D. Christie, &c., in the question of the officere of the 
"Forte," Mr. Christie, in his note of the 3ixi instant, makes 
some observations in support of what he had before said on 
the subject 

As there does not appear to me to be any utility in con- 
tinuing the discussion on this subject, I confine myself, in 
answer to Mr. Christie, to ackuowled<3'ing his note and declar- 
ing that I am fully inlbrmed of its contents. 

I avail, &c., 
(Signed) MAKQUIS Oi?^ ABll2i:NTES. 



EnelosQte 28 in No. 71 

The Marquis of AhraiUce to Mr. Christie, 

Foieign Office, Bio do JoDeiro^ Jaouary 6, 1893. 

(TranfiHatioit) 

I acknowledge receipt of the note which Mr. W. D. 
Christie, has sent me, dated the 3rd, and in which, refer- 
zing to some expressions in the "Diario Official" of the 1st 
and drd, he corrects the statements and protests against 
them. 

In reply I beg to say to Mr. Christie that, in^ exceptional 
circnmstances, it is not always possible to avoid some expres- 
sion or other not quite suitable or correct, especially in 
writings^ snch as those in question, hasdly prepared ; bnt 
that I can assure Mr. Christie that the Imperial ilovemment 
would never approve the intentional employment in the 
Diario Official ** of langnage oifeYisive to Mr. Christia 

And this appears to me a proper opportunity for removing 
also fipom the mind of Mr. Christie the disagreeable impres- 
sion produced on it by the Imperial Government having re- 
solved to appeal from the judgment of the Bepresentative of 
JSer Britannic Majesty to that of his Government. 

Assuredly it cannot with reason be inferred &om this fact 
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that the Imperial Govenmiuiit pi-eteiided to doubt whether 
Mr. Christie liad instructions from his GovernmeDt. 

Wliat is naturally to be inferred is that, the Imperial 
Government considerinj^ tliat Mr. Christie viewed unjustly, 
thougli sincerely, the (piestious in discussion, and hoping that 
liis Governmeut woulil view them in a diffei'eut manner, re- 
solv(id to resort to this measurt^, without, however, supposing 
tliat in it cuuld be seen a censure on the character of Mr. 
Christie. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) MAUQUIS OF ABRANTES. 



' Eadosuie 29 in No. 72. 

Mr Chrutie to Actut^-ConsiU HolloooTnbe. 

Bio do Jaiioiio^ JvBBuiy 7| 186S. 

Sib, 

When the arrangement which I reported to you yesterday 
was concluded, I was assured that the correspondence would 
be published this morning in the official journal and in the 
other newspapers. This publication has not been made, and 
a false explanation of the delay has appeared in the " JDdaiio 
Official." 

The Marquis of Abrantes has hastened to assure me through 

his Secretar}' that he was as much astonished as myself at 
seeing that the correspondence was not published, tliat he 
had given orders for the publication, and that the publication 
will be made tomoiTow with a contradiction of the statement 
which appears to-day in the " Diario Official." 

Some journals have turned the delay of publication to 
account by articles containing information which could only 
have been supplied by a member of the Government, and fuU 
of distortions and misstatements. 

It is naturally to be supposed that no person of less position 
than a member of the Cabinet could have ventured to suspend 
the order of the ^Minister for Foreign Affairs, and that tlio 
same Minister who has acted thus has inspired the journals 
to which I refer. I can quite understand tliat the person 
who has acted thus would see advantage in a day's delay in 
order to anticipate by misstatements the impression which 
.the correspondence may produce. 
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I wish you to make the despatch immediately known as . 
widely as possible. 

Tomonow's publication will show that I have made no 
unworthy concession, and that I have agreed on the 5th of 
January to terms such as it is known to many that I liave 
been ready to accept since the 31st of December. If the 
arrangement which has at last been made, and which restores 
the commerce of this port to freedom, satisfies tlie true honour 
and dignity of Brazil, this can only be an additional source of 
satiafSEietioii to me, for it Is not less my desire than my duty 
to endeavour to combine respect for the trae dignity of 
Brazil with tlie vindication of British rights and Britisli 
honour. 

I am, &C., 
(Signed) W. D. CHRISTIE. " 



Enclosure 90 in No. 72. 
The Marquis ofAhmnteB to Mr, Chridie, 

ForeigQ OiBosy Bio do Janeiro^ Jamuiy 7, 1S68. 

(Translation.) 

In conformity with the arrangement made by the notes 
exchanged dated the 5th, between this Department and the 
British Legation, I fulfil the duty of informing Mr. W. 1). 
Christie, &c., that by the packet which leaves to-morrow for 
Southampton the necessary orders are sent to the Impeiial 
Legation in London to deliver, under protest in the terms of 
the 29th of last month, the sum which Her Britannic Ala-- 
jesty's Government may demand as compensation for the 
wreck of the " Prince of Wales." 

" And I further inform Mr. Christie that the arbiter chosen 
by His Majesty the Emperor to judge the question of the 
officers of the frigate " Forte " in the teiiub of the same note 
is his Majesty the King of Belgium, in whose wisdom and 
justice he has the fullest confidence. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) MARQUIS OF ABBANTES. ' 
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EucloBure 31 in No. 72. 
Mr. CkrM€ to th€ MarqviU of Abrawtea, 

Bio dt Janeiro, Jauary 8, 186SL 

Jil lbMabquis, 
Toui Ezcellency liastened yesterday monuDg to assure me 
through your Secretaiy that you felt indignant at all our 
eomespondenoe not having been puUliahed yesterday as had 
been promised to me ; that you had given the order for its 
publication, and that it had been stopped widiout your 
knowledge ; that you felt your honour compromised ; and 
that the whole correspondence should without fail appear 
this morning. 

The whole correspondence has not yet appeared, and faith 
has not even yet been kept with me. 

Three notes of mine of Januar}^ 3rd, and two of your 
Excellency's of January 6th, have not been published. 

I wish to know from your Excellency, before I conclude 
my report to Her Majesty's Government, whether or not all 
these omitted notes will be ]mblished to-mori'ow. 

I tiiid it necessary to remind your Excellency that you have 
not yet sent me the promised note as to the readiness of the 
Imperial Government to indemnify subjects of third Govern- 
ments, owners of cargoes, who may have suffered by the 
reprisals. That such a note should be written was part of 
the arrangement made by me with your Secretary, and your 
honour and that of the Imperial Ouvernment require that 
such a note should be published with the rest of the cor- 
res])oiidence. 

I'ainfiil circumstances known to your Excellency as well 
as to myself connected with the non-publication of the corres- 
pondence yesterday, which I do not now wish to enter into, 
out which it will be my duty to report fully to Her Majesty's 
Government^ oblige me to say to your Excellency, with 
reference to statements made in various journals, that 1 have 
been assured by your Secretary, representing you, that tlie 
arrangement which I have made with the Tmperia] Govern- 
ment excludes all questions of satisfaction for me reprisals or 
negotiations in England ; and I so report to Her Majesty's 
Government 

I avail, &c 
(Signed) W. D. CHiasriE. 



Digitized by Google 



207 



Eiiclonure 32 lu No. 72. 
Mr. Chrutie to ths Marguia qfAbranteg. 

Bio de Janeiro, Janoaiy 8, 180S. 

M. LE Marquis, 

Your Excellency assured me yesterday that there should 
appear this mornin*,', in the " Diario Official," a satisfactoiy 
contradiction of its improper statement of yesterday, why the 
correspondence was not yesterday published, as your Excel- 
lency had promised. 

I have now read the explanation which has appeared today 
in the " Diario Official," and regret to say that it is very un- 
satisfactory. 

The release of the prizes was in no way a condition for the 
complete publication of the conespondence which your Ex- 
cellency unconditionally promised diould be made yesterday ; 
and I regret to add tiiat even yet tiie publication la in- 
complete. 

The incorrect statement which appeared yesterday in the 
"Diaiio Official'* was communicated to other joiirnals» and 
has been published by them with every appearance of official 
authority. I see no communication by way of contradiction 
or explanation in tibese other journals this morning. 

I must request your Excellency to cause this note to be 
published with the correspondence which has been today 
omitted, and which you have already assured me shall appear 
to morrow. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) W. D. CHBISm 



Enolosuie 88 in 2^o. 72. 
Mr, Christie to Acting Consul Hollocombe. 

Bio d0 Jtotira^ Jiaiiaiy 1868. 

The Marquis of Abrantes has sent me further assurances 
that the Gk^vemment have taken, and will continue to take^ 
every possible measure to prevent disturbances and allay 

excitement 

I shall see the Admiral in the course of the day, and I 
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shall beg him to place himself in communication with you ; 
and if there is any furtlier serious sign of persecution of 
Englishmen, to consider about making soiuq movement of 
tlie " Forte* *' or the " Leopard," or both, nearer the town, and 
about placing some marines at the Consulate. 

I have caused this indirectly to be made known last night 
to the Marquis of Abrantes. 

You may cautiously make this known' to the English com* 
munity. 

I am, 

(Signed) W. D. GHBISXm . 



Enclosure in No. 72. 
The Mar^ms of AbranUs to Mr. ChrisUc, 

Foreign Office, Rio de J«oeiro^ Jtamuj 8, 186S. 

(Translation.) 

Mr. W. D. Christie, &c., insisted in tlie confei-ence on tlio 
necessity of explaining if the Imperial Government made 
itself responsible for the losses suffered by foreigners who 
might have goods ou board the Brazilian vessels captured by 
the English ships of war. 

I have now to declare to Mr. Christie that as, on the one 
hand, the Jklinister of Commerce, Agriculture, and Public 
Works, declared on the Exchange that the Imperial Govern- 
ment regarded as a debt of honour the losses which might be 
caused to Brazilian commerce ; and as Mr. Christie has, on 
the other hand, given public notification on the 1st instant, 
that if any captured vessel contained property belonging to 
persons who were^not BraaHan sul^eGts, the Adnite], on 

Sxoof of the nationality of the owners, would fikoOitate the 
elmocj of Hieir property without delay ; it appears that 
thm is no neeessity for any explanation ftom the Imperial 
Govemmoii^ seeing that Mr. Christie has acknowledged what 
)ie should do U regards neutral property. 

I renew, &c. 
OSignedO MABQUIS OF ABEANTES. 
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Eaclosure 36 in 72^ . . 
ifn ChaisHe to the Marquis of AhranUs. ' 

£io de Janeiro, Janoaiy 8, 1868. 

M. LE Marquis, 
I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's note 
of today, by which 1 clearly see that the Brazilian Govern- 
rnent accepted the responsibility for any loss which may have 
occmred to -neatial owners of cargoes from the reprisals made 
by ordar of Her Majesty's Govemment 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) W. D. CHRISTIE. 



No. 78. 

Mr, ChriUu to Earl BiimelL — (Becoived Febrttary 4.) 

BiodiJaiwin^ Jtauary 9, 1863. 

M T LOBD^ 

Havixig found it necessary to delay the English packet till 
this afternoon, I am able to inform your Lordship tiiat today 

all is quiet. 

Mr. Brodie had occasion to see the Marquis of Abrantes 
yesterday. The Marquis Toluntarily stated to him that he 
eontinned to regret the non-publication of the concluding 
correspondence on the 7th, and that he was convinced I was 
right in my opinion that, if the arrangement had been made 
known that day by the means of the promised publication, 
there would have been no return of symptoms of disturbance. 

I havei» 

(Signed) W. D. CHBISTIE. 



No. 74. 

MT.CnvristMtoEafrlBMtddl-^Eeo^^ 

Bio d» Janeiro, January 9, 1863. ' 

Mt Lobd^ 

]fy detaining tiie steamer till this afternoon I am for^ 
innately eiutbled to send your Lordship a copy and trans-^ 
lation of a despatch from the Marquis of Abrantes to Senhor 
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Morcira, which has been published in this morning's paper, 
tugether with a copy of a note which 1 have felt it my duty 
to address to liim. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. D. CHBISTIR 

EneloeiiTd 1 in Ka 74. 

Thi Marquis of A hrantcs to Senhor Moreira. 

Foreign Oilice, Kio de Janeiro^ January 8, 1863. ' 

(Translation.) 

Most Illustrious and Excellent Sir, 
I call your Excellency's best attention to the enclosed 
numbers of the " Diariu Oilicial" of the 1st, 2nd, Ttli, 6th, 
and 9tli of this month. 

Tliey contain, in the corres]M)ndence exchanged between 
this Ministerial Department and tlie Legation of Her Britannic 
Majesty, the explanation oi the conflict in which the Imperial 
Government has been unhappily engaged with that Legation, 
in consequence of the ultimatum presented by him on the 
claims concerning the wreck of the " Prince of Wales " and 
vtrhat occurred at T^uca with some officers of the frigate 
•* Forte." 

In the correspondence which I refer to, tiie justice and 
dignity with which the Imperial Government resisted the' 
exaggerated pretensions of the British Lotion aie so com- 
pletely demonstrated that it would undoubtedly be useless to 
add hiere any considerations of that sort. 

I( armed with reason and rights the Government of EKa 
Mijesty the Emperor has fulfilled a duty in replying to the 
threats of the British Legation by a solemn protest against 
the indescribable injury which was threatened, and by the 
positive declaration that it would in no case consent to sacri- 
fice the honour and dignity of the nation, it has^ nevertheless, 
not hesitated tg accept the pacific and honourable means 
which was indicated by the British Legation, of a recourse to 
an impartial arbitration to judge the question relative to the 
frigate " Forte." 

It is pleasing to say that in both cases the Imperial Govern- 
ment has always met with the most unanimous, decided, and 
eneigetic support from the wliole population, which by its 
conduct^ alike prudent and energetic, in this coi^uncture, has 
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given ouce more a valuable proof of its patriotism and good 

As your Excellency will see by the two last notes ex- 
clianjTed between this Department and the British Legation, 
the appeal tu an arbiter has been detinitively arranged as 
regards the subject of the officers of the " Forte " in the terms 
of the note of the 5th instant, and there has also been 
detinitively arranged the payment in L<jndou, through your 
Legation, and under protest iu the terms of my note of the 
29th of December, of the sum which the British Government 
may demand for the wreck of the " Prince of Wales ex- 
ecution of these resolutions being, however, to be preceded 
by the cessation of reprisals and the release of the prizes. 

Keprisals having actually ceased, and the prizes having 
been released, the principal condition of the arrangement 
is realised ; and therefore your Excellency is ttuthoiued to 

Siy, under protest, the sum which may be demanded by the 
dtish Government^ as indemnity in tiie case of the " Prince 
of Wales." 

As to the question in dispute about the frigate ** Forte,*' 
the arbiter chosen by His Majesty the Emperor is His Ma- 
jesty the King of the Belgians. 

The prizes hAving been made and kept in the territorial 
waters of the Empire, it concerns our dignity to demand from 
the British Goyemment a proper satisfaction for this viola- 
tion of our territorial sovereignty, as we have also the right to 
deiAand from the same Gkivemment an indenmification for 
the losses resulting from the captures made by the English 
vessels of war. 

• Finally, the Imperial Grovemment confides in the patriotism, 
zeal, and ability of your Excellency, that you will employ all 
means which the terms of the arrangement pennit; not only 
to convince the British Government of the unreasonableness 
and ii^ustice of the ultimatum presented in this capital by 
their Minister, but also to satisfy them that in accepting the 
same Ministei^s suggestion to submit the question of the 
"Forte" to arbitration, the Imperial Government has given 
one proof more of its great desire to combine the preservation 
of the nationsd honour and dignity with the continuance of 
the existing relations between the two countries, as is de^ 
manded by the most important interests which connect them. 

I renew, &c. 

(Signed) MAEQUIS OF ABBAJb^TES. 
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Soclomm 2 in Na 74. 

Jfr. CkruiU to the Man^iiis of AhrarUes, 

Bb dfl Jameirob Janimy 9, 1863. 

M. LE Marquis, 

I have read in this morning's " Diario Official " and other 
ionmals, your despatch to the Brazilian Minister in London, 
in which you say that the dignity of Brazil requires you to 
demand from Her Majesty's Government proper satisfaction 
for the violation of territorial sovcrei^Mity by the reprisals 
which have been made, and that you have also the right to 
claim indemnification of all losses caused by tlie reprisals. 

No such reserv'ation was made in the note which your Ex- 
cellency addressed to me on the iiih. instant, and in conse- 
qence of which, after several conferences with your Secretary, 
1 agreed to stop reprisals and release prizes. 

Your Excellency, with the knowledge of your colleagues, 
sent your Secretary to me to represent you, and the Imperial 
(lovernment are bound by his ] proceedings. For myself, I 
liave had great pleasure in treating with M. Calogf^ras, and I 
truly congratulate your Excellency and his adopted country 
on the possession of so able, zealous, and honourable a public 
servant. 

^r. Calogeras has since told me, with reference to observa- 
tions in some of the journals which, but for an unhappy cir- 
cumstance known to your Excellency, would be totally 
unworthy of attention, — that all questions of satisfaction and 
compensation for the reprisals are precluded by the arrange- 
ment made with me. 

I wrote yesterday to yotir Excellency that all sucli ques- 
tions were precluded, and your Excellency has not contra- 
dicted me before the time for the departure of the packet 

By detaining the steamer I have fortunately been able to 
forw^ard to Earl Russell a copy of your despatch to Senhor 
Moreira, and a copy of this note. 

. Common justice will suggest to your Excellency the pro- 
priety of completing your publication of the correspondence 
by publishing this uote. 

I avail, &c., 
(Signed) W. D, CHRISTIE. 
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No. 75. 

Tfie Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr HammoniL-^Beeewed 

Feffruary 5.) 

Admirtl^y Vebtnazy 4, IMS. 

Sib, 

I am comxaanded by my Lords Commissionen of the Ad* 
xniialty to send ' you herewith, for the iiiformation of Her 

Majes^s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a 
letter from Rear-Admiral Wanen, dated the 8th Jannaiy, 
witli copies of two of its iiiclosures, relating to the measures 
taken for reprisals at Kio de Janeiro, in consequence of the 
Brazilian Government failing to give the satisfaction required 
for the outrages committed on certain officers of Her Ma- 
jesty's ship " Forte," and for the plunder of the wreck of the 
** Prince of Wales " merchant-vessel ; also reporting that the 
Brazilian Government had suhscqnently made propositions 
likely to lead to the adjustment of tlie questions. 

I am, &c.f 
(Signed) W. G. EOMAINE. 



Enclosure 1 in 17o. 7o. 
Bear-Admiral Warren to the Secretary to the Admiralty, 

"forte," Rio de Janeiro, Januarjr 8, 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that on the 30th 
of December Her Majesty's Minister acquainted me by letter 
that he had failed in obtaining from the Brazilian Govern-^ 
ment the satis&ction required by Her Majesty's Goverment 
for the plunder of the Prince of Wales" wrecked on the 
coast orAlbaidao in June, 1861, and also for the insulting 
treatment of three officers of Her Migesty's ship "Forte," and 
ealling upon me to assist him by carrying out the instructiouB 
xeceived on that head from Earl Bussell in the event of iioni« 
compliance, viz., to make reprisals. 

2. I consequently sent out the " Stromboli" on the after- 
noon of the dOth, and the " Curlew" on the following 
morning with orders to seize Brazilian ships, a copy of 
which I enclose ; they detained five vessels, as per accom- 
panying list, amounting in value to about ^18,000, and sent 
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thpin into FrIzdas Bay. where xher were left mkr the dmge 
•r ComMDder Forbes of the "CuVw." 

I eoosideved this Uw Hoaft aihrinble way of making 
tliepie wepnmlM, so as to sroid anj collisioii, iHndi iny 
iiiftncCMai points out Her Majesty's Gorenunent weie 
m^M anxious should be prevented, if possible : and I am 
b^ypy to inform their Lordships I have succeeded, notwith- 
ttanding the eieit^inent existing in the town. 

4 (}n the 5th in-tant Her M^iesty s Minister infoniied rne 
bw letter that the Braziliaii Goremment had made a praposi* 
two, whi^ h beeonld aeoept as likely to lead to an amnge- 
ment of the qnestioni^ inid which he accordingly accepted 
conditionally on the approval of Her Majes^s Government 
I consequently despatched a ship at once to release the 
detained vessel^ md fearing disturbances at other ports, 
when intelligence arrired there of the strong measures we 
had been comr- 1! d to take; I desf-atche*! the *' Satellite" to 
Babia, " Stromboli" to Peznamboco; and " Dotterel" to Bio 
CfFsnde do SoL 



Enclosure 2 in No. 75. 

Orden addre$sed to Com mander Henry. 

By Bkhard Laird Wanen, Esqnire; Beap-Admiral of the 
White Squadron of Her Majesty's fleet, and Gomniander- 
in-Chief of Her Miyesty's ships and vessels employed 
on the South-East Coast of Auuwica Station. 

Her Majesty's Govemm-'nt havino- for some time been 
cndeavourincr, throu^rh th»' British Minister at Rio de Janeiro, 
to ohtain from the Brazilian (rovernment reparation for the 
plunder of the wrf-rk of the " Prince <»t Walt^.s," of Glasgow, 
on the coast of Alhardan, as also for the outrnce committed 
by the Brazilian police on officers of Her Majesty's ship 
" Forte," the ne;:otiations on these questions have at length 
been brou^dit to a close by a positive refusal of His Imperial 
Majesty's (iovernment to grant any redress. 

Under these circumstances, Her Majesty's Government 
have d<'termincd to resort to reprisals on Brazilian property. 
Aud in pursuance of such decision you are hereliy required 
an<l directed to proceed to sea in Her Majesty's steam-ship 
under your command, and taking the "Curlew " under your 
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orders you will seize and detain such Brazilian ships as may 
be considered necessary, and take them to Pahuas Bay. 

In the execution of tliis dntv von will take care to ascer- 
tain that the ships seized are the pro])erty of Brazilian 
subjects, and you are to avoid as much as puasibie usjing 
force in carryinfr out this object. 

All piLssengers you may find in such ships ai*e to be 
treated with every consideration, and are to be allowed 
to retain every article of personal jiroperty, the ships and 
their freight only being detained, with the masters and such 
nunil ter of the crew as may be necessary to keep them clean 
and to look after tlie cargo. All injury or damage to the hull 
or sails of the ships detaineil must be most carefully avoided, 
as in the event of the Brazilian Government granting the 
demands in question, the ships and property of Brazilian 
subjects must be returned to them uninjured. 

Given, &c., on board the " Forte," at Bio de Janeiro, 
SOth December, 1862. 
(Signed) RICHABD L WARREN. 
To Commander Henry, 

Her Majesty's steam-ship " Stromboli" 
By command of the Oommander-in-Ohie£ 
(Signed) Hugh S. Pullen. 



Enclosure 3 in No. 75. 

List of Vessels boarded by the boats of Her Majesty's ship 
" Stromboli," Coiiimander Arthur R Henry, between 
December 31, 18G2, at lAo p.m., and January 4, 18t)3. 



I^ame of Vesflela. 



Trinta e wna de 

Outubro 
Chaves I 

Anna 

SenlioradeOiniio 

Parahyba 



Masters. 


Detained. 


When. 


Where. 


Joriqnim de 

Santos 
Raniao Quinteros 

Jose F de Paula 

Bizuidon 
Heuriqae F. Pe* 

drozo 
Jose Goii . salves de 
Freitas 


Dec. 31, 1862, 

7-45 P.M. 
January 1, 1863, 

9*10 A.M. 

Jaini.iry 1, 1863, 

6-45 I' M. 
January 2, 1863, 

7 P.M. 

January 3, 1863, 
A.M. 


N.E.extrem.ofE. 

Maricas Isl.inl 
Cape Frio, iS' E. 

by E. 
Cape frio «... 

Round Island, N. 

74? B. 





Flag. 



Rrazilii, 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
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Ko. 76. 
Earl Rumll to Mr. Christie, 

Forvign Office, Febroaiy 7, 180S. 

Duty 

Tour despatches of the 8th to 9th ultimo have been 
received and laid before the Queen, and I have to acqnaint 
you that Her Majesty's Government approve your proceed- 
mg^^ as reported iu those despatches. 

Her Majestjr^s Government accept the terms offered by the 
Brazilian Government in the matter of the wreck of the 
'•Prince of Wales," as well as tlic arbitration of the King 
of tlio l^lgians in the case of the officers of the '* Forte," if 
His ^I^esty will consent to act as arbitrator. 

Tlu' Sinn to be fixed as indemnity for the "Prince of 
AValcs " M ill be based upon the most accurate estimate that 
llrv Majesty's Government can form 

Her Majesty's Govornraent are glad to find that, owing to 
the instnictions they had given, and the prudence shown by 
Admiral Warnm in executing them, there has been no colli- 
sion with the Brazilian forts or navy. 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) RUSSELL 



No. 77. 

Mr, Hammmd to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Foreign Office, Febmaiy 7, 1868. 

Sib, 

With reference to your letter of the 4th instant I am 
directed by Earl Bussell to transmit to you, for the informa- 
tion of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of 
the despatch that has been addressed by this mail to Her 
Majesty's Minister in Brazil,* approving his proceedings in 
the matters of the "Prince of Wales" and "Forte^" and 
stating that Her Majesty's Government accept the t^nns of 
the settlement offered by the Brazilian Government 

I am, at the same tim^ to request that you will suggest 
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to their Lordsliips that the maiinor in whicli Ailmiral Warren 
carried out his instructions should be approved. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R HAMMOND. 



No. 78. 

It. MoTwra to Earl SiuneU.'-^IUeei'ved Febmary 10.) 

Imp«tkl Legation of BnzU, London, f ebniuy 9, 1863. 

(Translation.) 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of His Miijesty the Emperor of Brazil, has the 
honour to inform the JBiarl fiussell, &aj that he has just 
received from his Government two notes, dated the 5th 
January last, which passed between the Imperial Govern- 
ment of Brazil and the Bntish Legation in Kio de Janeiro, 
which have been, of course, also transmitted by the same 
Legation to the Eight Honourable Earl RusselL 

Those two documents show clearly what violent and de- 
plorable events have occurred in Rio Janeiro, subsequent to 
the extraordinary demands made by the British Legation 
upon the Imperial Go\'ernment, of which an account was 
brought l)y the last packet from Biazil. 

In the hrst of these notes addressed to the British ^linister 
by his Excellency the ^larquis of Abrantes, Minister and 
Secretary of State for Eoreign Affairs, it is stated word for 
word as follows : — 

"That the Imperial Government, being anxious to avoid 
the imputation of opposing any peaceful and honourable 
means of resolving the pending questions ; being anxious to 
contribute, without a breach of national honour and dignity, 
to promptly putLiug an end to the difficult situation in which 
the relations between the two Qovemments are placed, with 
serious injury to the large interests which bind the two 
countries ; and finally, as a proof of the full confidence which 
it has in the justice of its cause, — will be ready, in ratification 
of what is stated in the note of the 29th of December last 
respecting the question of the ship ' Prince of Wales,' to issue 
proper orders to the Minister of Bradl in London, to the 
efl;ect that he pay there, und^r protest^ in the terms of the 
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said note the sum which the Govemment of Her Britannic 

Majosty sliall require. 

" And witli rt'spect to tlie oflicers of the frii^ate * Forte,* 
acce])tinf: the intimation made hy ^Ir. Christie in his note of 
the 1st instant, of an arl»itiatinn, tlie Imperial Govemment 
will take care to inform Mr. Christie of the selection of an 
arliitrator who may jud^^^e that question ; it heing understood 
that sucli arbitration sliall have to take cognizance, not of the 
duty of the Imperial Covernment to ])ut the laws of the 
country into execution, but only whether, in the mode of 
ap{>lying those laws to the officers of the ' Forte,' there might 
have hocn iiiiv off* -nee to the British navy. 

" Those d( I'laralions shall not take effect until the reprisals 
shall have ceased, and the prizes taken shall be released. 

** Lastly, I must apprise Mr. Christie that if, contrary to what 
is to 1)e expected, Her Britannic Majesty's Government 
does not acquiesce in this arra&gement^ the Imperial Govem- 
ment will maintain its original position, which is» that it 
wiU not surrender the honour and dignity of the nation, 
however it may deplore the evils that may result from this 
resolution.'* 

The British Minist^, in reply to this note;, said as fol- 
lows : — 

"Tour Excellency may be assured that the reprisals will 
cease from this moment, and that Admiral Warren will issue 
orders to release the prizes without delay. 

"The Imperial Govemment, for reasons which, without 
doubt, it considers plausible, has preferred to pay, under 
protest, what may be demanded in the question of the 
"Prince of Wales," to the adoption of the suggestion which 
I made, to submit this question also to an arbitration." 

The British Minister, said, however, in the same note, that 
" IFcr liritannic Majesty's Government will be at lil)erty to 
accept or to refuse the proposal of arbitration in the ques- 
tion of the " Forte." 

Tveprisals having in fact ceased, and the prizes being 
rel(^as)'d, and thus the chiel' condition contained in the note 
of the Imperial (lovernment liaving been fulfilled, the 
l^ndersigned has leceived orders from his Government to 
address the Right Honourable Lord Eiissell, in order to learu 
from his P'xcellency if the Government of Her Majesty the 
Queen is disposed to ratify the arrangement made in the 
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terms of the said notes of the 5th January between the 
Imperial GoyenuiK nt and the British Legation, relative 
to the questions which this arrangement was intended to 

solve. 

If in the affirmative tlie Undersigned has received instruc- 
tions to declare to Her Britannic Majesty's Government that 
His Majesty the King of Belgium is the arbitrator chosen by 
His M%jesty the Emperor, to decide whether, in the mode of 
applying the law to the officers of the "Forte," there might 
have been any offence to the Britisli navy. And the Imperial 
Government firmly trusts that Her Majesty's Government 
will not hesitate to accept the choice of His Majesty the 
Emperor, aa it has fallen upon His Majesty the K'ing of 
Belgium. 

Finally, as to the question of the ship " Prince of Wales/* 

the Undersigned is authorized, by his Government declining 
to enter into any liquidation, and under the protests in the 
terms of the note of the Imperial Government to the British 
Legation, dated the 29th of December, to deliver to Her 
Britannic Majesty's Government, iu a clitMjuc upon the Bank 
of England, whatever siini the Government of Her Britannic 
Majesty may demand in this case. 

In making this communication to the Right Honourable 
Earl Russell, the Undersigned requests his Excellency to be 
pleased to inform liiin of the resolution of Her Britannic 
Majesty's Government in respect to the arrangement made by 
the said notes of the 5th January ; as also if it accepts the 
arbitrator proposed by His Majesty the Enqieror of Brazil. 

The Undersigned earnestly lio})es for the solution which 
the importance of the ailaii* requires, and takes, &c. 

(Signed) C. MOEEIEA. 



No. 79. 
Earl Russell to M. Mordra, 

Foreign Offioei Febnuuy IS, 1868. 

The Undersigned, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, in reply to the note of the Envoy * 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of His Majesty 
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tiie Emperor of BiazO, lias the honour to infoim him that 
Her Majesty^s Government accept the arrangement agreed to 
by an exchange of notes between the Marquis of Abrantes 
and Mr. Christie ; that Her Mijesty^s Government will fix, 
as soon as possible, the amount which they consider a just 
indemnity in the case of the " Prince of Wales that they 
agree to refer to an arbitrator the question relating to the 
officers of the "Forte" in the terms proposed by the Brazilian 
Government, namely, whether, in the mode of applying the 
laws of Brazil to the officers of the ** Forte," there has been 
any offence to the British navy. And finally, Her Majesty's 
Government accept the King of the Belgians as arbitrator, if 
His ^lajosty will deign to consent to act as such. 

Ilcr Majesty's Oovcrniiicnt having accepted the terms 
agreed upon at Eio Janeiro, are unwilling to discuss the 
terms of the protest of the Brazilian Government. 

The Brazilian Government are persuaded that they have 
right on their side; Her Majesty's Government have a similar 
persuasion in a contrary sense. But Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment wish mther to cultivate good relations for the future 
than to prolong a controversy as to the past with the Govern- 
ment of the Emperor of Brazil, which has in so many respects 
a title to the friendship of the British Government. 

The Undersigned^ &c 

(Signed) KUSSELL 



No. 80. 

Mr, Ohrtstic to Earl EuMell. — (Received February 21.) 

Rio de Janeiro^ Jauouy 2d» 1863. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to enclose a minute reply to the memo- 
randum of the Marquis of Abrantes on the question of the 
officers of the " Forte." On further consideration I have not 
thought it necessary to furnish the Brazilian Grovemment 
with a copy of this reply. 
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Enclosure in No. 80. 



Repl^ to the Brazilian Merfwrandum on the Question of th§ 
Officm of Her Mo^jfa skip " Forte." 



Braxilian Memorandtm, 

1. ''Her Britannic Migesty's 
Legation having complained of 

the proceeding attributed to the 
Commandant and soldiers of the 
detachment at Tijuca tcwarda 
some officerg of the English 
frigate * Forto,' the Imperial 
Government sought for infor- 
mation ahout tlic facts of the 
case, through the means of tlie 
competent authorities, in order 
to be enabled to form a sure 
judgment respecting the claim, 
and to resolye according to what 
might ho jnst, because nobody 
should be condemned without 
proofs, and these cannot be sub- 
stituted by the simple allega- 
tions of complainants," 

2. " The event occurred in a 
retired place : it became there- 
fore necessary to put qnestirins 
to the Commandant and soldiers 
of this detachment, who in the 
exercise of their duties did the 
act, premising that the informa- 
tion given by those agents of 
the publie frace was confirmed 
by two pesBona oompletely 
foreign to the question, to wi^ 
Messrs. Bennet and Miiiler." 

3 " Mr. Christie wislied to 
have copies of these inquiries, 
which were frankly communi- 
cated to him in original His 
Excellency soon afterwards 
transmitted to the Government 
the oontiadiction of those in- 



Mr, Christie's Reply, 

1. The affray took place on 
the 17th of Jane, I demanded 

an immediate inquiry on the 
23rd, stating tlie desire of the 
Admiral that the three officers 
should be examined without 
delay, as he was about to leave 
for ilonte Video, and wished to 
tike the three olhcers with him. 
]No attention was paid to this ; 
tlie Admiral was obliged to leave 
the three olficera behind for exa- 
mination; and after much 
troubldi reminding, and preasing, 
I at last succeeded in getting an 
investigation by the Chief of 
Police begun on the 2nd of 
July. 

2. The sentry's post, which is 
close to the Tijuca road, is not 
a " retired place." Further on 
in the memorandum it is cor- 
rectly stated that "the Tguca 
road is one of the most fre-' 
quented in the sabnrbs." Of 
course it was necessary to hear 
the officer and soldiers, as well 
as the complainants. There is 
nothing in Mr. Bennet's evi- 
dence to confirm the Brasilian 
statements. 

3. These documents, so 
" frankly" communicated to me, 
I had demanded as of right ; 
and they were sent to me in 
original, becanse, with a not un- 
nsaal negligence, nothing had 
been done by the 2nd of August 
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BraziUan Memorandtm, 

quiricB by Messifiiiis the Chap- 
bun ClemengeT; Lieut Pnngle, 

aud Midshipman Hornby.'* 

4. " Certainly ^Ir. Christie 
cfinnot but acknowledge that 
howL ver honourable the chamc- 
tcrs of those persons may be, 
their allcj^'ations are not sutfi- 
cient for the formation of proofs 
in a cowt of jnsticey although 
there might be no other prooft 
to the con traiy, because they are 
produced by tiie eoroplainianta 
themselves. 

" It would ho contrary to all 
prinri]»les, and extremely dau- 
gf-rous, to condemn the accused 
from mere allegations of the 
accuser. 

If Her Britannic Majesty's 
Lotion places its &ith on what 
the officers of her navy said, 
there is no reason whatever why 
the Imperial GoTemment should 
jefuse that of its agents." 

5. " There is, however, the 
circumstance of the deposiitious 
of the Brazilian Agents being 
corroborated by two completely 
disinterested witnesses, which 
upon unprejudiced minds must 
ehedsome light over this diffi> 
oult question, and lead the im- 
paxtial Tiinu'istrato to hclicve it 
more probable that the truth is 
on the side that presents decla- 
rations of ]»ersons abstdiitely 
i -reign to the fact inquired into." 

6. " Mr. Christie complains 
that no answer has yet been 
given to his note of the 19th of 
August What could the Im- 
perial GrOTemment in truth do f 
There were no more witnesses to 
be questioned, all possible proofs 



Mr, Chri$lW9 Eepiy. 

towards making copies which 
had been promised me. 

4. But a complaint of three 
officers in Her Majesty 's navy 
is worthy of attention, and even 
of belief, if there is no trust- 
worthy contrary evidence. 
There were no independent wit- 
nesses of the fray. The Ger- 
man Hiiller is the only extra- 
neous witness of any part of 
what happened at the Tijuca 
guard -house on the first nighty 
and the worth of his evidence 
can be estimated. There are 
the Chaplain, a Lieutenant, and 
a ^liilshipnuin of the British 
navy un one side, against a Bra- 
zilian Eusi^n and four Brazilian 
soldiers on the other; and if 
the fojrmer are aoensera^ the 
latter are accused. 



5. That is, there is n<»cessury 
equality between the three ac- 
cusers and the five accused ; and 
M. Mliller's evidence alone 
makes it clear that the trutii ia 
entirely on the aide of the aa- 
cused 1 



6. Mr. Christie should in any 
case have been answered ; and 
if the ^Brazilian Government 
were oonTinced that the com- 
plaint was unfounded, why did 
they not answer to that effect t 
The natural inference from their 
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BragUian Mmotrandum, 

Iiad been collected, and against 
these what fresh matter was pre- 
sented was the contestations of 
tiie complainants/' 

7. *' The English officers ex- 
pressed a desire to be confronted 
with the German, Miiller, whose 
depOisition they rejected. But 
the Cliief of Police rejwrts that, 
after the 2ud of Julv, those 
offieers did not appear again at 
tbeDepartmentnnder his charge, 
even voluntarily leaving off at- 
tendance at the interrogatories 
of Messrs. Bennet and Miiller. 

"That, however, would not 
prevent the availing of that re- 
course again, if therefrom some 
more elucidation of the question 
could be ol)t;iined.'* 

8. " Having made these pre- 
liminary observations upon the 
generality of the process, it is 
proper to reply to the divers 
topics of Mr. Christie's note of 
the 19th of Angost last** 

9. He observes that of the 
four witnesses who dreumstan- 
tially relate the commenoement 
of the question, only one of 
them spoke from his own know- 
ledge, because the othera could 
only repeat what the}' Inward 
from liim, whose testimony they 
faithfully reproduced. 

"It is, however, proper for 
Mr. Christie to consider that^ 
besides the Commandant of the 
detachment, four soldiers were 
interrogated, It is true that the 
beginning of the conflict was 
with the sentinel, but it is also 
true that he immediately called 
out the guard, and that the 
other soldiers who were in the 



Mr, Chrutie's Meply. 

not answering was^ that they 
could not defend the proceeding, 

and were unwilling to disown it. 

7. From the 19th of August, 
when I wrote to the Marquis of 
Ahrantcs declaring the desire of 
the officers to he confronted 
with Miiller, no step wa.s taken 
by the Chief of Police for bring- 
ing them together. The three 
officers who had been examined 
on the 2nd of July were not 
asked to appear on the 4th 
when Bennet and Miiller were 
examined, and had no informa- 
tion of the intention to examine 
them. 



8. After all, tlien, it is proper 
to answer my note of the 19th 
of August, which a little before 
there was no use in answering ! 

9. What I said was that, un- 
til the others came ont, being 
called out by the sentry, there 

was only one witness. That the 
officer appeared at that time is 
a question in dispute. It is 
said that all the testimonies 
agi'ee in saying that the attack 
began fi*om the British officers ; 
but the beginning of the fray is 
the very point for which there 
is only one Brazilian ocular 
witness, the sentry on gosad. It 
is also said that all agree in 
saying that the three officers, 
before their arrival at the guard- 
house, had annoyed the patrol, 
and had stopped a gentleman on 
horseback. Now, only four out 
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Brazilian Memorandum. 

giiard-honse havinf^ directly 
coino out, all of thorn, tlie Com- 
mandant and tlio soldiers, ^vera 
present at the struggle which, 
followed. 

AM the depodtions aie eon* 
coxdant that we sentiy ma at 
his post ; that the oomphunmg 
officers were the aggressors ; that 
even })efore reaching the detach- 
ment they had been troublesome 
to a patrol wliich they met on 
the road, and that in front of 
the quarters of the detachment 
they had stoj)ped a passer-by, 
who was going up the hill on 
lioxeeback. 

The evident result of these 
declarations i% that the soldieis 
and their respective Comman- 
dant were piesent at the coniiict, 
and that their depositions refer 
to facts of which they were 
oculai' witnesses. 

** They are simple facts, and 
it is no wonder that there should 
be unaxumity in the statements 
of them made by tiie witnesses 
in their generalily, although 
showing different versions re- 
specting secondary circum- 
iflfftn^^ as is always the case on 
similar occasions, as, for exam- 
ple, about the precise moment 
of the conflict, the noise made 
by the officers in the guard- 
house, and other liets of minor 
importance." 

10. '<M& Christie fiirther 
says, 'The English officers de- 
daied that the Commaudant 
only appeared ten minutes after 
their imprisonment, and that 
consequently his deposition is 
not worthy of being credited ; 



Mr, Christies Reply. 

of the five speak of these things ; 
and of the four one only pro- 
fesses to speak from personal 
knowledge of the interference 
with the patrol, and one only 
professes to have seen the horse- 
man stopped. The rest simply 
repeat what they had heard say. 
The evident " conclusion^ 
then, of the memorandum is 
not correct, that "the deposi- 
tions of the oflicer and soldiers 
refer to facts of which they were 
ocular witnesses." The general 
agreement is not in the least to 
he wondered at, because, where 
a witness cannot speak of his 
own knowledge^ he repeats what 
he has heard from others 



10. It is not very prohable that 

the soldiers would contradict 
their officer on this point. Of 
course, the officer might be absent 
for a few minutes, with good rea- 
son ; but if it were othcnvise, he 
would not wish hisabsence known 
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BratUtan Memorandum, 

beeauae hsying declaied tbat 
which he had not previoiuly 
seen, it is to be supposed that he 
had declared what he had not 
afterwards seen ; tlint he was 
absent when the disturbance 
began. It is presum[il)lt' that 
he himself would not confess a 
breach of his duty.' 

" Not only the declaratiuus of 
the Commandant, but also those 
of the soldiers of the detach- 
ment^ which are all unanimous 
in stating that» upon the calling 
of the sentry to arms, the Com- 
mandant came out and pacified 
the officem nntii they were 
locked up, are contradicted by 
the English officers. 

" Let Mr. Christie take note 
that tliere was no reason why 
the Commandant, if he had 
been absent, should not have 
said so ; because he might have 
absented himself at ten 
minutes' distance from the 
guard-house upon any other ser- 
vice, without any blame being 
imputed to him on this account 
as a dereliction of duty." 

11. " Mr. Christie regrets that 
the Chief of Police, in his report 
to the Minister or Justice, under 
date of the the 5th of July, should 
have explained, by the imputa- 
tion of inebrity, the release of 
the English officers, and this 
without any inquiry or justifica- 
tion; and he adds, that that 
imputation is not mentioned in 
the Eeport of the Commandant 
of the detachment at Tijuca, to the 
Sub-Delegate of Engenho Vclho, 
the only one that the Chi jf of 
Police possessed on that occasion* 



Mr. Chridul* Hepljf. 



11. It is unnecessary to enter 
into the question of this indis- 
creet statement of the Chief of 
Police, as I have admitted to 
the Marquis of Abrantos, that a 
serious imputation was not in- 
tended, and have, in fact, ac- 
cepted this explanation. 
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BraxUian Memorandum, 

"Hiis magistrate declared that 
lie liad ordeied the lelease of the 
offioen, finding that there was 
no matter for a process, because 
the acts of the said officers were 
merely the resultof the state in 
which they then were. 

" Let Mr. Christie allow me 
to observe to him tliat the Cliief 
of Folic % although he had not 
yet comiuenred a formal in- 
quiry, was already aware that 
when the conflict took place 
the officers had jnst had a plea- 
snie party, after which there is 
almost always a display of ex- 
citement and hihirity, which 
even happens to the most serious 
persona, principally to youths, 
without producing any injury to 
their character ; and therefore it 
was to this animation that 
the Chief of Police attributed 
the proceedings of the officers, 
being without any reason to sup- 
pose that^ under other drcum- 
fltances, they would choose to 
despise the public force^ and 
much less seriously to attack 
it. 

' "He therefore thought that 
there was no matter for tlie insti- 
tution of a process, and ordered 
the release of tlie officers ; the 
inquiry whicli subsequently took 
place was more for the purpose 
of verifying the proceedings of 
the agents of the public force 
than K>r that of establishing the 
culpability of the said officers." 

12. ^Certsinly the circum- 
stance of the officers in appertain* 
ing to Her Britannic Majesty's 
navy, and the intervention of 
their superiors and of the respeo- 



Mr, ChrUti^B Reply. 



12. The Sub-Delegate is in 
fault for not having sent down his 
report, stating the chaise of the 
officers, on the morning of the 
18th. It was not there when 
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Brazilian Memorandum, 

tive Consul, had to be taken into 
coQsideiatioji by the said Chief 
of Police ; and if he did not 
sooner order the release of the 
officers, that is, when solicited 
by Captain Saumerez^ it was be- 
cause he had not yet received 
the official Report of the Sub- 
Delegate, wliereby he might 
learn tli« reason ot llie imprison- 
ment, and that the olhcera were 
placed at his disposal 

" In his liepurt of the 5th of 
July, the Chief of Police did 
nothin<,' more than reproducing 
the allegations contained in the 
iD<3[tiiiy." 

13. <'The officen deny that 
they were tipey, and complain 
of the imputation. But wliat 
did Robert Bennet and Rodolph 
MuUer say in their dedaiatlons 
on this point ]" 

14. "It is comprehensible 
that in that state the said officers 
should have proceeded in the 
manner stated by the wit- 
nesses ; but it is not explained, 
nor is it oonceiyable^ that the 
sentinel, without provocation, 
should have left his post, which 
.is off the road, to attack three 
individuals who were quietly 
passing by on that road." 



15. The Tijuca road is one 
of the most frequented in the 
suburbs. The detachment has 
long existed there, and no re- 
presentation has been made 
against acts of violence or ex- 



Mr. CfJiristiWs Reply. 

Captain Saumarez went to tlie 
police oftice after 5 p.m., and 
was not received till the next 
morning, and indeed bears date 
the 19th. 



13. Mr. Bennet does not say 
that the officers were nader the 
influence of wine. 



14. The attack on the sentry 
is eiisily explained. The sentry- 
box is close to the road, and at 
a veiy little higher level It is 
off the road, but not retired. 
The sentry hailed the officeis^ 
who, being strangers, did not 
know the expected reply, or per- 
haps understand the haiL On 
the chaplain's approaching the 
sentry with the words, " Que 
qiiiere ?" Spanish words not 
understood hy the latter, he 
(the sentry) proceeded at once, 
with a not unusual promptitude* 
to blows, 

15. These acts of violence are 
generally not heard o£ 
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orbitance on the part of tlie sol- 
diers of which it is composed^; 
which londs to tho conclusion 
that it would not be with the 
English ofhcers, without provo- 
cation, that the firat fact should 
tako placet 
''It is comseiyable that the 

■entiy having been provoked, 
and a struggle having followed 
between the English officers 
and the RoMiers of tho detach- 
iiu'iit, it bt crnnc in'ccssiiry to 
make use ol soiut' vigour in order 
to force the said officers into the 
prison. But that, after being 
confined, they were treated with 
'mbanitj, they themselveB ao* 
knowledge." 

IG. "It was certainly from 
a desire to know the names and 
qualities of those ]>orsons that 
the Couiniandant of tho dotach- 
ment sent for an inti r{>roter. 
How is it, therefore, admissible 
that, the officers having given 
their names and qualities in writ- 
ing, theConunandanthad thrown 
it on the floor after reading itf 

Tlie English officers say that 
an Austrian scn'ed as an inter- 
pretor, and fully explained to the 
C'omniandant thoir (piality and 
profession, and that they replied 
to all his questions. 

" But not only the Com- 
mandant and the soldiers deny 
'ttiat such a dedaiation had been 
made^ but, on the contrary, state 
that one of the offioers having 
written their namee, another of 
them seized the paper, tore it, 
and threw it on the ground ; 
also, the very Austrian to whom 
the officers refer, the interpreter 



Mr, Christie' 8 M^ly, 



16. The English officers on 
the one side, and the Brazilian 
witnesses on the other, are in 
coiuplote conllict as to the de- 
claration of names and profes- 
sions. It IS asked in the Mem- 
orandum what motive could the 
Brazilian Ensign have for le- 
fhsing to receive the declamtion 
of the officers, or for denying it 
Let it be asked in reply, what 
conld have induced the officers, 
nnloss thoy were idiots, to with- 
hold thoir names and ranks. 
Tlioir object was to bo released 
as soon as possible, and, if not 
released, to be well treated- 
What more likely to effect their 
object than to declsre their pro* 
fessioni Even had they with- 
held their names and rank in 
the evening, would they have 
done so the next morning, when 
they Avere to be marclioil down 
toKio on foot as connnon crim- 
inals? The Brazilian story is 
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Miillor, declared that, on his 
ex plaining to the otficei*s the 
readonwhy they were imprisoned, 
and asked them for their names 
and positions, they sharply an- 
swered him, without ever de- 
claring one thing or another. 

**It is in some degree to he 
comprehended that the officers, 
cowed on findin»^ tliemselves pri- 
soners, did not choose to reveal 
th«'ir rank and profession, and 
that they should have satisfied 
themselves for the time with the 
threat^ which they themselves 
declare having addressed to the 
Commandant of the detachment^ 
that they would soon call him 
to an account for his proceeding. 

"On tlie followiuLj day. the 
officers boinf' sent to the citv, the 
Commandant in his re j tort which 
accompanied thein, did not men- 
tion their names, not having any 
reason for so doing, but rather 
full convenience in this declara- 
tion, if by chance he had known 
them." 



17. **Tt waa only after they 
were at the police-otiice that the 
British Vice -Consul declared 
•them to be officers of the British 
. navy, when they were immedi- 
ately transferred from the civil 
prison to that of the police corps 
(Corpo Policial), where they 
made hut a vshort slay, and were 
released as soon as the Sub- Dele- 
gate placed tliem at the disposal 
of the Chief of Police, stating to 
him the cause of their imprison- 
ment.'* 



Mr. Christie's R*phj. 

grossly improbable. It is even 
denit d that they made known 
their names and ranks win u 
they got to the Rio police oihce, 
and were thrown into a filthy 
prison. To believe all this, it 
must be believed that the three 
officers are either deliberate liars 
or idiots. If once we are called 
upon to conjecture motives, it 
may be suggested as not impro- 
bable in Brazil, that the officer 
and his guard disregarded the 
English officers' protestations, 
hoping to get money from them, 
and have afterwards denied the 
declarations which they did not 
choose to attend to. The Bni- 
zilian Ensign admits in his evi- 
dence that the officers ■WTote a 
letter to the English Consul, 
which he (lid not forward. They 
say they wintcj to the Consul and 
to Captain Saumarez. This 
writing does not show the desire 
suggested in the memorandum 
for the officers of concealing the 
trouble they had got into from 
their authorities. On the other 
hand the detenti m of the letters 
by the Bmzilian KnsiLj:ii has a 
very auspicious appearance. 

17. It is not true that the 
officers were transferred to the 
** Corpo Policial" immediately 
after tiie Consul's visit Mr. Hoi* 
locombe went to the office a little 
after 11 a.m., and the officeis 
were not removed to the " Corpo 
Policial" till between 4 and 5 
in the afternoon. Nor is it true 
that they were kept in the 
"Corpo Policial" only a short 
time; they remained there the 
whole night, and were only set 
at liberty Portly before nooa 
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18. "Mr. Cliiistie makes the 
ol)servation that tlio ofiicers deny 
their having sticks with them, 
Baying that Mr. Clemenger aloue 
had an umlnella in liis hand; 
whilst in the official despatch 
addressed to Afr. Christie himself 
on the 2ith of June last, Admiial 
Warren says that the soldiers 
took from tlie ofTicere their um- 
brellas and sticka" 



• 19. " In their refutation of the 
Commandant's dispoaitiim, the 
officers said that not cme of them 
carried a metal flask slung with 

a leather strap over the shoaldeT, 
but that Mr. Clemenger had one. 
It is exactly what the Com- 
mamlant said, with tlio addition 
that thf fla.sk coiitaiiiod the re- 
mains of liquor, whilst the oflQiceiS 
*}aid that it was empty." 



Mr. Chriatirs Rcphj. 

the next da\^ It is said later, 
most iiic'orrrctly, that, "as soon 
as their prolVssiou was known, 
they were immediately released." 
According to the memorandum 
itself the British Consul de- 
clared their profession when he 
went to tlie police office, which 
was in the forenoon of the 18th, 
and the officers were not set at 
liberty till near noon the day 
following. 

18. This remark, whicli was 
originally intended to show a 
contradiction between the 
offioer^s statements and the Ad- 
miral's, has, by the correction 
of a mistake which I pointed 
out, bec<mie unmeaning and ob< 
jectless ; and the ^farquis of 
Abrantes would have done well 
fo omit the paragraph. As the 
passage originally stood, the 
officers wore represented as deny- 
ing that they liad sticks. I 
showed the Marquis that they 
only denied haying wed them, 
and that it was only said of Mz. 
Clemenger, the Chaplain, that 
he had no stick, but simply an 
nmbrelhi. All contradiction, 
therefore, with the Admiral's 
statement that the officers' sticks 
were taken from them is at an 
end. 

19. This is an nntoccessfnl 
attempt to show a contradiction. 
What the officeis say is, that 
none of them carried a flask 
slung over the shoulder, but that 
Mr. Clemenger carried one in 
his pocket. There is no contra- 
diction in this. 
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20. " Tho officers furtlicr say 
tliat they did not skirmisli with 
tlie 15r;izili;m soldiois, because 
they do not speak PorLugue.se. 
Mr. Christie will, however, grant 
that it was not on this account 
that the officeis would cease to 
deride them ; as well as, that 
notwithstanding their ignorance 
of tlie language of the country, 
they tlioniselvcs declare having 
sriven the Coimmindant to under- 
stand that they would ere long 
call him to account for his be- 
haviour." 

91. " The officeis deny every- 
thing hesides that the witnesses 
said against them. But Mr. 
Christie will have the goodness 
to consider that the denials of 
interested parties cannot be ad- 
mitted as proofs in a Court of 
Justice, or neutralize the depo- 
sitions of witnesses "vvho are im- 
partial, besides that tho alle- 
gations of the offleen do not 
appear to be very prohable.** 

S2. The complaint would be 
held reasonable if, from the dress, 
or any other declaration, it were 
known that the said officers be- 
longed to the British navy ; but, 
quite on the contrary, it appears 
that they were dressed in plain 
clothes, and that they made no 
declaration. It finally appears 
that as soon as their quality was 
known they were immediately 
released, there being otherwise 
no matter for addressing a com* 
niunication to Her 13ritannic 
Majesty's Legation on this sub- 
ject" 



Mr. Christies lleply. 

20. It must be admitted that 
the officers might have attempted 
to make fun of the Brazilian 
guard with their small stock of 
Spanish, by which they tried to 
convey a threat ; but the threat 
they probably r^rded as more 
urgent than ridicule ; and jokes, 
to be effective^ must be well ex- 
pressed. 



21. The accused Brazilians are 
much more interested in defend- 
ing themselves than could be the 

accusei-s in complaining, and 
there is only one extraneous 
witness, J^l tiller. 



22. Persons in pbiin clothes 
are not to be assaulted and then 

arrested without cause ; though 
in pl iin clothes, they did not 
cease to be officers. It cannot 
be considered proved that they 
refused to give tlieir names and 
jjrofession ; and even admitting 
that tliese were not made known 
till Mr. Acting Consul Hollo- 
combe went to the police-office in 
the forenoon of the 18th (and 
the Memorandum admits that 
they were then made known), it 
is not true that the officers were 
even then immediately released* 

Y 
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BragUian Meaummdim, 

"The Imperial Govemment, 

from the foregoing explanation, 
does not doubt that ^Ir. Cliristio, 
impartially appreciating this 
frank ami loyal statement, will 
deem it convenient to reconsider 
the subject of the present claim. 
« December 27, 1862." 



Mr. Christie^s Reply, 

They were detained nearly 
twenty-four houn afterwards. 
(Signed) 

W. D. CHKISIIE. 
January 18| 1863. 



No. 81. 

Earl Mu^cll to M. Moreira. 

Foreign Oflioe, Fehniaiy S4, 1888. 

M. LE MiNISTKE, 

With reference to your note of the 9th instant, I have the 
honour to state to you that, upon considering the amount to 
be claimed on account of the " Prince of Wales," Her 
Majesty's Government have decided to refrain from makijig 
any claim on account of the vessel, or account of freight. 

Tlie amount of compensation for the phmder of the cargo, 
the loss of the effects of the crew, and on other accounts, ia 
eatimated by Her Majesty's Government at 3,200/. 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) EUSSELL. . 



No. 82. 

Eairl RusseU to Lord Howard de Waldm, 

Foreign Office, Febraary 27, 1863. 

Mt Lokd, 

I have to acquaint your Ix)rdship that Her Majesty's 
Gk)y6mment have with extreme regret lately found it neces- 
sary to have recourse to measures of reprisal in consequence 
of the refusal of the Brazilian Government to concede the 
satis&ction required by Her Majesty's Govemment in two 
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oAses where British iutcitistd liave called for their inter- 
position. 

The matters to which 1 alludo arc, first, tlie case of the 
British vessel " Priucti of Wales " wret k^d on the Brazilian 
coast, and, secondly, an ontrage coniniittt'd by Brazilian 
authorities on some otiicers of Her ^rajesty's ship "Forte" 

It is unnecessary f(>r me to enter at length into the details 
of these cases. Your Lordship will learn how the matter iiuw 
stands from my correspondence with M. dt^ Moreira, of which 
copies are herewith enclosed, and from which you will see 
that, while the Brazilian (Jovernnient have viitually conceded 
the demands of Her Majesty's Government, so far as the case 
of the " Prince of Wales " is concerned, they have proposed 
that the question regarding the olhcers of the " Forte" should 
be referred to the arbitration of the King of the l>elgians, for 
His Majesty's decision whether, in the mode of applying the 
laws of Brazil to the case of the officers of the " Forte," there 
has been any offence to the British navy. 

Her Majesty's Government have acceded to the proposal 
thus made for referring this point for the decision of the 
King of the lielgians ; and I have to instruct your Lordship 
to ascertain from M. Rogier whether His Majesty will deign 
to undertake this arbitration. 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) EUSSELL 



No. 83. 

Manvm to Sari Russell. — (Received F^ytwrnf 27.) 

BrazilUu Legation, London, Febniaiy 26, ] 863. 

(Translation.) 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiaiy of His Majesty the l^.m])eror of Brazil, has the 
honour to acknowledge the recei])t of the note addressed to 
him this day by liis Excellency Earl Russell, &c., and hastens 
to transmit to his f'xcellency a cheque for the sum of 3,200^ 
on the Bank of England, which Her Britannic Mcjesty's 
Govemment has fixed for the shipwreck of the Prince <^ 
Wales." 

This payment being made, it is now the imperious duty of 
tiie Undersigned to do what he already had the honour to 
announce in nis note of the 9th instant to tiie Right Honour- 

Y 2 
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able Earl Kiissell, that is to say, to declarL' that His Majesty 
the Eiuperor, in making this payment to iter Britannic 
Majesty's Government, does not recognize in any manner the 
riglit or justice on the part of the British Government to 
pretend to make the lm[>enal Government responsible for the 
wreck of the ship " Prince of Wales," on the cotust of Brazil, 
inasmuch as the Imjierial Government used all the means in 
its power to punish the su]»]>osed malefac tors, and sincerely 
and loyally made all possible efforts to demonstrate the 
invalidity of the claim which the British Legation at Kio de 
Janeiro jnit forward in this affair. 

And the Imperial Government, being thus fully convinced 
of the right which appertains to it, dedares, — 

1. That it caniiot and ought not to assent to the unusual 
principles which it is pretended to establish against it on the 
occasion of this shipwreck, nor can it accept the responsibilify 
thrown upon it^ against all which it loudly and categoricaUy 
protests. 

2. That, therefore it refoses, as it has already refused, to 
consent to and take part in the liquidation <n the losses 
sufiPered by the owners of the shipwrecked vessel, or of any 
compensation for the damages which resulted from that ship- 
wreck ; and thus, likewise, the Imperial Government abso- 
lutely declines to take cognizance of the fact that the British 
Grovemment abstains from making any pecuniary claim for 
the ship or freight^ as declared in the note to which the 
Undersigned is now replying. 

3. Lastly, that in transmitting to Tier Britannic Majesty's 
Government the afr»resaid sum of 3,200/. for the shipwreck 
of the " Prince of Wales," the Undersigned declares, in the 
name of his Government, that this payment thus made to the 
British Government is ma«le solely in consequence of the 
illegal and violent proceedings committed upon Brazilian 
ships in the territorial waters of the Empire, and is the 
simple result of force, without in any way implying the 
admission of right or justice on the p'art of the British 
Government. Wherefore it vvill never be possible, by this 
payment, to establish a precedent against Brazil or any other 
maritime nation, inasmuch as the Imperial Government does 
not recognise the right of such act, but, on the contrary, 
most formally and solemnly protests against it and its con- 
seq^uences. 

The Undersigned, in making this protest to Her Britannic 
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Majesty's Government, for the due effect thereof, reserves, in 
the mean time, tlie ri^^ht of claiminf]^, in tlie name of his 
Government, satisfaction for the violation of its territorial 
sovereignty, in consec^nence of five vessels belonpng to Bra- 
zilians having been captured and held as prizes in the 
territorial waters of the Empire, hy way of reprisals, l)y shij>s 
of war of the P>ritish navy ; as also an indemnification for 
the damages resulting from the said capture, against all which 
tlie undersi<jjued now protests ; and he takes, &c. 

(Signed) C. MOEEIEA. 



No. 84 
Eairi EuaseR to M. Mcreira, 

Porei^ OMoe, February 28, 1863. 

The Undersigned, Heir Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, acknowledges w» receipt of a 
cheque on the Bank of England for the sum of 3,200/. 

The Undersigned would have gladly confined himself 
to this simple acknowledgment had not Senhor Moreira, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of His 
Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, in transmitting the cheque, 
made various statements which it is the duty of the Under- 
signed not to leave uncontradicted. 

The first of these statements is, that the said sum of 
3,200/. is a sum " which Her Britannic ^Majesty's Govern- 
ment has fixed for the shipwreck of the ' Prince of Wales.' " 
The Undersigned has alreadv informed M. ^lorcira that no 
sum is claimed for the loss of the ship '* Prince of Wales," 
nor for the freight of the cargo. The sum is claimed for the 
shameful plunder of her cargo and for the negligence shown 
by the Brazilian authorities in the incpiiries to ascertain the 
delin([ucncy of the supposed malefactors. When ]\lr. Consul 
Vereker arrived on the coast on the 16th of June, eight or 
nine days after the shipwreck, finding that eight or ten dead 
bodies were said to be on shore, lie requested the ]\Iunicipal 
Judge to proceed to an inquest on the V)odies, but he declined 
to do so. The Consul attributes this refusal to the ])resence 
of Senhor Faustino, the Inspector of the District, with an 
armed force which outnumbered that accompanying the 
Mimicipal Judge. Here was at once a failure of justice. 
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Had the eight or ten bodies been at once produced, and bad 
those bodies been examined, it would have been ascertained 
whether there were any marks of violence npon them ; and 
as they were withheld for a considerable period, until the 
bodies were in a state of decomposition, the cause of death 
oonlcl not he ascertained. 

Had a Brazilian ship been wrecked on the coast of Corn- 
wall, an<l dead bodies been found on the shore, the Coroner 
of the disti ict ^vould at once have had the dead bodies pro- 
duced, and would have held his inquest upon them. 

Had any Magistrate appeared with an armed force to 
prevent or control such inquest, twenty-four hours would 
not have elapsed before that Magistrate would have been dis- 
missed, and a military force would have been sent to protect 
the judicial proceedings of the Coroner. 

The Undersigned will not enter further into the case. The 
circumstances are well summed up in a letter of Eear- 
Admiial Warren to Mr. Ohiistie!, dated September 23, 1862, 
contained in the papers respecting this case presented to Par- 
liament by Her Majesty's command (page 96*). 

The shipwreck took place in June 1861. At the end of 
the year 1862, Her M^esty's Government having been 
mocked for eighteen months by the evasions, subterfuges^ 
and unfounded assertions of the Brazilian authorities, Her 
!Maj('sty s naval squadron proceeded to enforce the moderate 
demands of Her Majesty's Government. 

These proeeediiigs have 1)een conducted according to the 
rules of international law, after a long period of patience and 
forbearance. 

The Undetsigned, &e., 

(Signed) RUSSELL 



No. 85. 

M, Moreira to Earl RusseU, — {Received March 3.) 

Imperial Lcigpition of Bnnl, London, Kaxek 2, 186S. 

(Translation.) 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinaiy and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of His Miyesty the Emperor, has the honour 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note dated the 28th of 
February, and not received till yesterday, addressed to him by 

* See x)age 194. 
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his Excellency Earl Russell, &c., and cousiders it liis duty to 
reply to his Excellency immediately as follows : — 

It was agreed to by the notes exchanged between the Im- 
perial Govemment and the British Legation in Eio de Janeiro, 
that the payment to the British Grovemment througli this 
Legation should be made under protest 

According to all the customs and usages observed in similar 
cases, when one Govemment protests against the acts of 
another, the latter is formally held to acknowledge the receipt 
of the protest in order that this document may remain in 
the international records, for future purposes and proper 
effects. But the Undersigned observes that the Eight 
Honourable Earl Bussell on this occasion, in his note of the 
28th of Februaiy, merely acknowledges the receipt of the 
sum which the Undersigned paid to him, without acknow* 
lodging at the same time the receipt of the protest which ac- 
companied that payment 

It is therefore the duty of the Undersigned to ask Earl 
Bussell to have the goodness to acknowledge the receipt of 
tlie said protest, when he iinds it convenient for the com- 
pletion of this transaction. 

In regard to the observations which Earl llussell makes in 
his note of the 28th of February, the Undersigned has to 
consider tliat these observations are wholly and entirely 
founded on or originating in declarations made, suspicions 
entertained, and inferences deduced by Consul Vereker, and 
that thev have all been answered and denied, or refuted and 
explained, by the Imperial Government in its correspondence 
with the British Legation, as VaivI Kussell wdll find recapi- 
tulated in the memorandum of Senhor Marquis of Abrantes 
w^hich accompanied his J^'xcellency's note to Mr. Christie of 
the 29th of December, 1862 (page 121 of the Correspondence 
presented to Parliament*). In that memorandum there is a 
clear narration and a succinct summary of the facts, removing 
and destroying the allegations contained in the letter of Vice- 
Admind Warren, who had no personal knowledge of the 
facts, and who wrote merely under the impressions produced 
by the report of Consul Vereker, 

The statements of this Consul are a series of unfounded 
deductions^ and of unjust suspicions against the Brazilian 
authorities, and against the forms of the process. It is the 
duty of tiie Undersigned to say to the Bight Honourable Earl 
Russell that the strength of these suspicions ought to be, at 

* See jtage 2ii, 
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least, mitigated in the estimation of the British Government, 
when the latter rememhers that Mr. Vereker also went so far 
as to roDceive suspicions of the inhabitants of Rio Grande 
havinp: conspired against his life, and that Mr. Christie, after 
liaving communicated personally witli tlie Consul considered 
it his (hitv to declare to the Ciovernnient of Brazil that he 
was convinced tliat Mr. Vereker laboured under an illusion, 
and that liis ajjpreliensions were without foundation. 

It is not, then, improbable that Consul Vereker s illusions 
were not confined to so scandaK)u.s an imputation against a 
peojih' among whom he had lived for many years with all 
security and hospitality ; but tliat they idvcwise extended to 
other accusations made by him in the course of tliis alfair. 

It is cei-t;iin that Consul Vereker attributes th(^ fact that 
no examination was made of the bodies that were ibund there 
on the first occasion, to the superiority of the armed force 
which escorted the Tnspeetor of the Quarter, to the ibrce 
which liad accompanied the Munici])al Judge of the place 
where the wreck occurred ; and it was owing to this impres- 
sion tliat the Consul himself thought it better to return to 
Rio (Jrande in order to begin the trial there immediately, 
without its being possible notwithstanding to impute any 
blam»' to the Municipal Judge, as the said Consul confesses 
(page 3 of the Correspondence*). But in opposition to this 
suspicious and unfounded inference, the memorandum of the 
Marquis of Abrautes (page 125 of the Correspondence-|-) shows 
clearly that the force at the disposal of the Inspector on this 
occasion for the police of the place of the shipwreck, was not 
suj)erior to the number of persons and force which accom- 
panied the Municijial Judge. 

The inference, therefore, of Consul Vereker cannot be 
drawn from the alleged apprehension of superior force, 
because that fact is supported only by this declaration of his, 
which i«» incorrect. And so unfounded was that apprehension 
of superior force, that the Municipal Judge, in accordance 
with the Consul, proceeded to ^make a search of some sus- 
pected bouses, in doing which the Consul himself was not 
afraid of [iccompanying the Inspector of the Quarter, to search, 
with him and some soldiers, another neighbouring district^ as 
he himself states. 

Consequently there was not, at the very first, that want of 
justice which the Right Honourable Earl KusseU supposes. 

His Excellency suggests what would have oeenrred if a 

* See page 6. t See page 252. 
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Brazilian ship had been wrecked on the coast of Cornwall. 
No doubt the Englisli law s would have been carried out in 
such case ; but in the case of the " Prince of Wales" the laws 
of Brazil were eijually carried out, with as much vigour and 
proni])titude as tliii locality and the circumstanc^es permitted. 
Examinations were made on as many bodies as it was possible 
to discover, and the verdict was, suHucation by drowning. 
Five inquests werci held successively by different authorities. 
Consul Vereker might have been present at all tliesc investi- 
gations ; at some of them he was not present, anil he did not 
aj)[)ear at the most important of them, although formally 
invited to do so. A functionary was dismissed by the Im- 
perial Government ; eleven persons were tried and sentenced; 
and the trial was going on in accordance with the law, when 
Uie British Mini^r had lecoorse to the violence which is 
now known to all 

Consequently, the Undersigned cannot admit the justice of 
Earl Bussell's language when he talks of the negligence of the 
Brazilian authorities. 

And in view of these long-continued efforts to obtain the 
punishment of the supposed criminals, the Undersigned rejects 
the responsibility which the British Government, by means 
of force, imposes on the Gbvernment of BrazU ; and the 
Undersigned, consequently, can consider such responsibility 
solely as arising from the wreck of the " Prince of Wales." 

The Undersigned, &c. 

(Signed) C. MOREIRA. 



No. 86. 

Earl Russell to M. Morwra. 

Foreign Oifice, March 4, 1863. 

The Undersigned, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, has had the honour to receive the 
protest which, in the name of his Government, M. Moreira, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of His 
Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, transmitted to the Under- 
signed on the 26th ultima 

The Undersigned, &c 

(Signed) RUSSELL" 
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No. 87. 

Lcrd Howard de Waldm to Earl RutulL — (Received 

March 6.) 

BratmUM, lUtcli i, 1808. 

My Lord, 

On the receipt of your Lordship's instractions conveyed in 
your despatch of the 27th Febmaiy, I immediately went to 
the Foreign Office, in the hope of seeing M. Kogier. His 
Excellency was, however, at the Chamber, and not likely to 
return to the oftice. I, therefore, at once addrrsPt^d to him 
a note (of wliicli I enclose a co]\v} requesting him to inform 
me whetlicr His Majesty the Kiiiu of the I>el^'ians would 
dei^m to undertake an arbitratiou between Her Mcgesty's 
Government and that of l>razil. 

Tlie Brazilian Minister had just called on me to infonn me 
that he could not further delay taking the initiative, as no 
reference had been made in his instructions to any concerted 
action with me, and as M. Kogier, on his part, saw no object 
in his doing so. 

I have this morning received an answer from M. Rogier, of 
which I enclose a copy, announcing to me that the King of 
the Belgians accepts the functions of arbitration which he 
has been solicited by Great Britain and Brazil to undertake 
in regard to the occonences which have provoked thid mis- 
understanding between the two GoTemmenta 
(Signed) I have, &c. 

HOWABD DE WALDIN AND SEAFORD. 



Enclosure 1 in Ko. 87. 
Lord Howard de WaMtn to M. Rogier, 

Brusscla, February 28, 1863. 

. M. LE MiMISTBB, 

Her Majesty's Gkivemment have with extreme regret lately 
found it necessary to have recourse to measures of reprisal in 
consequence of the refusal of the Brazilian €k>vemment to 
concede the satisfaction required by Her Majesty's Gk>vem- 
ment in two cases where British interests have called for . 
their interposition. 

The matters in question are — 

rirst, the case of the " Prince of Wales," a British vessel 
wrecked on the Brazilian coast ; and 
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Secondly, an outrage committed by Brazilian authorities on 
some officers of Her Majesty's ship ** Forte." 

Tonr Excellency will learn how the matter stands from 
tlie copies of notes which have passed between Earl Russell 
and M. de Moreiin, of which copies are herewith inclosed, 
and from which you will see that, while the Brazilian Govern- 
ment have virtually conceded the demands of Her ^Majesty's 
Government so far as the case of tlie "Prince of Wales'* is 
concerned, tliey have proposed that the question regarding 
tlic officers of the "Forte" should be referred to tlie arbitra- 
tion of the King of the Belgians, for His ^lajesty's decision 
whether, in tlie mode of applying the laws of Brazil to the 
case of the officers of the '* Forte," there has been any offence 
to the British navy. 

Her Majesty's Government have acceded to the proposal 
thus made for referring this point to the decision of the King 
of the Belgians. I have, therefore, been instructed to ascer- 
tain from your Excellency whether His M^esty will deign to 
undertake this arbitration. 

(Signed) I have, &c., 

HOWAIiD DE WALDEN AND SEAFOED. 



Enclosure 2 in No. 87. 

M, Rogicr to Lord Howard de Walden. 

Bnizelles, le 8 Mare, 1888. 

My Lord, 

Je me suis empresse de porter k la connaissance du Eoi 
men auguste Souveraiii le contenu de la communication que 
votre Excellence m'a adressee sous la date du 28 Fevrier, au 
sujet de I'arbitrage d^fere k Sa Majesty par lea Cabinets de 
St. James et de Kio de Janeiro. 

D'apr^s les ordres du Roi j'ai riionneur de vous informer, 
my Lord, que Sa Majesty accepte la tache que I'Augleterre et 
le Br^sil veulent lui confier, et qu'elle cherchera a remplir 
les fonctions d'arbitre avec conscience et impartiality. 

En m'acq^uittant de ce soin, je saisis, &c. 

(Signe) CH. BOGIER 
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No. 88. 

M, MoTt'ira to Earl RassalL — {Received May G.) 

Impariai Legatioii of BimsU, ImoAxox^ May 6, 1868. 

The Undeisigned, Envoy Extraordinaiy and Minister 
Flenipotentiaiy of His Migesty the Emperor of Brazil, in 
addressing the present note, in obedience to the orders of 
his august Sovereign, to the Bight Hon. Earl Bnssell, 
Principal Secretary of State of Her Britannic Majesty for 
the Department of Foreign Affairs, believes it to be his duty 
to commence by dt^^laring that the intention of the Imperial 
Government is not to reopen a question which has given 
rise to a profound diffei-ence of opinion between the two 
Ci( )^ crnnients with regard to tlie respective appreciation of 
the circumstances whicli preceded a recourse to reprisals, 
hut to call the attention of the Government of Her Ikitannic 
Majesty to the mami< r in \\\\\r\\ those reprisals were 
executed, and the natural effect of the unforeseen display 
of naval foroa 

The facts on which the present reclamation are founded 

are notorious. 

Prom the 31st of December to the Gtli of January last the 
port of Bio de Janeiro and the national flag in that port were, 
to keep within the \evy terms of the report addressed on this 
subject to the Bight Hon. Earl Bussell, " virtually blockaded" 
by an English cnn'ser. While the Admiral's ship remained 
in the interior of the port, and, according to correspondence 
presented to Parliament, the entry of ^Marines into the capital 
itself was premeditated ; another steam vessel went out in 
diase of commercial vessels belonging to Brazil and in the 
territorial waters of the enipirc. 

Five vessels captured under these circumstances were con- 
fined and kept under <j:uard by a ship of war, at a little 
distance from the ca])ital, in the Bay of Palmas, thus con- 
verted into a depot of prizes. 

These facts, such as they took place, are not and cannot 
but be considered as acts of war, contrary to the nature of 
reprisals made in time of peace, contrary even to the procla- 
mations of the British agents, w^ho contented themselves with 
announcing them as reprisals within the bounds of a state of 
peace. They constitute, in fine, a gratuitous offence, con- 
sidering that according to tlie note of the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Brazil, under date of the 29th December, the 
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emallest demoastnition of foice beyond the bounds of the 
Sovereignty of the empire was sufficient to assuie, under 
protest^ to the English Government the object which it had 
in view to obtain. 

The circumstances which accompanied the acts to which 
the British Government thought proper to have recourse 
could not &il to wound profoundly the legitimate suscep- 
tibilities of the Brazilian nation, excited by an invasion 
altogether unexpected of its territory, and to pi*ovoke on the 
part of the Government of His Majesty the Emperor a just 
demand for reparation fur the attempt against the national 
sovereignty. On the other hand, the subjects of Brazil have 
had to suffer in their property by the execution of those acts^ 
from the seizure of the five vessels which were taken by way 
of reprisal. Without having recourse to other arguments, the 
Undersigned need only refer to the con'espondence presented 
to Parliament. The despatch of tlie Kiglit Hon. Earl Kussell, 
dated the 8th of iSTovember, 1862, specifies that the vessels 
retained shall be restoied uninjured. The same declaration 
will be found in the instructions given for the execution of 
reprisals by Admiral Warren, on the 31st of December, 1862. 
These documents alone sullice to justify the demand for 
reparation, for they imi)licitly include the right which the 
injured parties have to demand that reparation. 

The Undei-signed knows too well the elevated idea which 
English statesmen entertain of the exigencies required by the 
national dignity and honour to doubt for a moment that the 
Government of Her Britannic Majesty, taking into consider- 
ation the grievances set forth above, will feel, and be disposed 
to acknowledge, the justice of the double reclamation which 
is the special object of the present note. 

The Imperial Government desires the continuance of its 
amicable relations vdth the British Grovemment, but on terms 
honourable for the two countries. On its side, in one of his 
preceding notes, the Bi^ht Hon. Earl Russell expressed on 
the part of the GK)vemment of Her Britannic Mejesty a simi- 
lar desire to cultivate the same relationa The two Govern- 
ments being animated with such sentiments, the Undersigned^ 
in the name of the Government of His Migesty the Emperor 
has the honour to submit to the Government of Her Britan- 
nic Majesty tliat which woidd give a 8atis£Eu$toiy solution of 
the present difficulty : — 

The Government of Her Britannic Miyesty will express its 
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re^p-et for the eircuinstauces which aecoiiipanied the ropris^ils, 
and will declare tliat it had no intention to offend tlie dignity 
or to violate the territorial soverei<;nty of the empire. As to 
what damages have resulted from the seizure of the ships, they 
will consent to do justice to the claim made in fiivour of 
these interests by a liquidation according to the decision of 
an arbiter. 

The Undersigned, having thus executed the orders which 
he has received, awaits witli confidence the i"eply of His Ex- 
cellency the Plight Hon. Kai l liu.ssell. He liopes that he wnll 
have the happiness to be able to announce to the Imperial 
\ Government the favourable issue of a situation so prejudicial 
to the interests and the relations of the two countries. 
The Undersigned, &c. (Signed), MOREIRA. 



Na 89. 

Earl Russdl to M. Moreira. 

Foreign Office, May 19, 1863. 

The TTndersigned, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign AfikirSy has had the honour to receive the 
note vhich M. Moreira, Envoy Extraordinaxy and Minister 
Plenipotentiaiy of His Majesty the Emperor of Bcaadlf ad- 
dressed to liim on the 5th instant 

In the beginning of that note M Moreira, commences 
by declaring that it is not the intention of the Brazilian 
Government to reopen a question which has occasioned a 
serious difference of opinion between the two Governments 
as to their respective appreciation of the circumstances 
which preceded the recourse to reprisals. 

At the end of this note M. Moreira expresses a desire 
for the continuance of friendly relations with the British 
Government on terms honourable to the two countnes. 

Such being the desire of both countries, Her Majesty's 
Government must decline to reopen any part of the ques- 
tions which occasioned serious differences between Great 
Britain and Brazil, and they are clearly of opinion that it 
would be impossible for them witliout doing so to enter 
into any question as to the propriety or execution of the 
reprisals to wliicli Her Majesty's Government deemed it 
necessary to have recourse. 
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• The object of Her Majesty's Government in ordering the 

measures iu question was vsimply to obtain satisfaction to 
wliich they deemed themselves entitled, and they were not 
actuated by any feeling unfriendly to the Emperor of Brazil 
nor by any designs of aggression upon his Imperial Majesty's 
territory. The Undei-signed, therefore, suggests to M. ^loreira 
that he should convey to his government the expression of 
these sentiments of the British Grovemment towards Brazil, 
as a sufficient and satisfactory reply to the note wMoh M. 
Moreira has been instructed to presenl 

Tlie Undersigned, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL 



No. 90. 
M, Moreira to Earl BusselL 

Bfwil, May 25. 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of His Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, has the 
honour to acknowledge the note which the iJight Hon. l^arl 
Russell, Principal Secretar}^ of State for Foreign AfVuirs of 
Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, ad- 
dressed to him on the 10th instant ; and he is compelled at 
once to declare that the note of His Excellency does not con- 
tain the reparation which the Imperial Government believes 
it has the right to expect from the British Government ; that 
it cannot be accepted as a suflficient and satisfactory answer 
to the demands of the note of the 8th instant ; and that the 
peremptory refusal, not only to do justice to the claims 
therein enumerated, but even to take them into consideration, 
only aggravates, if that be possible, the oflence committed 
against the Government of Brazil 

While the Undersigned, in enumerating the grievances of 
the Imperial Govenunent in the note of tiie 5tli inst, pro- 
tested at the same time, as the Right Hon. Earl Eussell re- 
marks, against any intention of reopening the question which 
preceded the recourse to reprisals, his only ohject was to 
facilitate the solution of the difficulties, hy confining his 
demands in well-defined limits, by recalling many plain and 
precise &cts sufficiently obvious of themselves, and separating 
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his demand from everything which liad been previously dis- 
cussed. 

It was in the same spirit of conciliation that he allnded to 
the desire expressed by the two governments to preserve 
Mendly relations under conditbns honourable to botL How- 
ever, the Bight Hon. Earl Russell only found in ihe declara- 
tion of this desire, in the submission of this sentiment, 
grounds for refusing to investigate the facts submitt^ to him, 
and to dismiss summarily the right which the Imperial 
Government had reserved to itself when it found itself com- 
pelled to pay, under protest^ the sum that the British Govern- 
ment demanded for the wreck of the barque ''Prince of 
Wales " (note of the 26th February, 1863) ; and now that the 
Imperial Grovemment proceeds to exercise the right thus re- 
served, the Government of Her Britannic Majesty refuses to 
enter into any discussion as to the propriety or execution of 
reprisals, uiging the impossibility of taking such a step with- 
out reopening questions which have raised serious differences 
between the two governments^ 

The Undersigned would be wanting in his duty if he 
thus sacrificed the right of his Government by admitting 
the identily of &cts whidi by their nature are separate 
questions* 

The conciliatory nature of the note of the 8th instant, as 

regards matters anterior to the reprisals, cannot in any way 
justify the refusal to investigate, with a view to their repara^ 
tion, the grievances which naturally resulted from the 
measures adopted in the matter of the said reprisals — two 
points utterly different 

The questions anterior to the reprisals relate to the facts of 
the wreck of the barc|ue '* Prince of Wales," and imprisonment 
of the officers of the ** Forte," and to the view of the circum- 
stances of the two cases, which has caused the difference 
between the two governments and given rise to the volumi- 
nous correspondence presented to Parliament 

The proceedings which accompanied the execution of those 
measures are, it is necessary to repeat, the blockade of the 
port of Eio de Janeiro, and of the national flag in that port, 
from the 31st of December, 1862, to the 6th of January, 1863; 
the nienacinf^ attitude of the Admiral's ship in the port ; the 
meditated disembarcation of marines in the capital itself; 
the cruising in the territorial waters of the empire ; the 
seizure of hve merchant vessels, kept under guard by an 
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English ship, and qtiite close to the capital, in the Bay of 
Las Palmas, converted thus into a prize depot It is this 
series of acts of war perpetrated in a time of profound peace 
^acts not less offensive than uncalled for ; it is these alleged 
" pacific " references which closed all discussion between the 
two governments, which estal)lished the right of the Imperial 
Grovernment to the reparation demanded in the note of the 
8th instant, a right which nothing can impair, wliatever may 
have been the causes which urged the British Government to 
have recourse to violenca 

In refusing to render justice to the claims of the Imperial 
Government, the Kiglit Honourable Earl Bussell repudiates, it 
is true, in the name of tiie Britisli Government, any intention 
of insulting the Emperor of Brazil, and any idea of territorial 
aggression at the moment the order for reprisals was given. 
But such a disposition of the British Government at that 
time assuredly imposes upon it now the obligation of doing 
justice to the just complaints of the luiperial Government, 
when it knows that the manner in which tliose orders were 
executed constitutes a grave offence against the national 
dignity and the territorial sovereignty of the empire. This, 
it appears, the liight Honourable Earl Bussell will not 
admit. 

Tlie Imperial Government prefers no complaint as to tlie 
intentions of the British Government at the time it prepared 
the despatches ordering the reprisals ; it desiiLS to obtain 
redress for acts which the note of the 18tli proves to have 
been at variance with the sentiments and views of the 
British Government. 

The Undersigned admits that the orders of the British 
Government, as his Excellencv declares, did not amount to 
a violation of Brazilian territory or a blow to the national 
honour ; but it is incontestable, and the Eight Hon. Earl 
Kussell does not deny it, that both were accomplished by 
the execution of the orders. 

A formal representation on the part of the Imperial 
Government conveyed to the knowledge of the British 
Government the true character of those acts executed in 
flagrant contravention of its instruction, and yet the Under- 
signed cannot discover in the note from the Bight Hon. Earl 
Bussell the least expression of regret, the least disposition 
to give satiflfiBtction for an insult to which the Imperial 
Government will not and oiight not to submit 

z 
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Moreover, in remarking the disposition expressed by the 
Right Hon. Earl IJussell in liis note of the 18th inst., the 
Undei'signed is compelled to declare that it leaves entirely 
nndiminished an insult of which it seems to underrate the 

S»vi<y. He cannot, therefore, ado^t the suggestion of his 
xcellencyto commomcate the said note to the Imperial 
Government 

The Imperial Govemmeiit had at first hoped that the 
British €k)vemment, on receiving ample compensation, 
would show itself disposed to do justice by abstaining 
from ratifying the extravagant proceeding of its Lotion 
at Bio de Janeiro. Its h<)[)e has been disappointed ; but 
it did not expect the reftusal of the reparation it had a 
right to demand for acts of unprovoked violence against a 
friendly nation^ — acts wMch the British Government would 
not have tolmted at any cost from any power in the 
world. Supexiorily of force does not constitute a privily 
above right and justice. 

With the note of the Bight Hon. the Earl Bussell before 
him the Undersigned must consider as a faU accompli the 
personal refusal of the British Crovemment to do justice 
to the demands urged conformably to the instructions of 
his Government, which he had the honour to bring to 
the knowledge of the Riglit Ihm. Earl Russell at the 
conference in which he handed him the note of the 9th 
instant. 

In the position in which that refusal has placed him, it 
only remains to declare, in obedience to the orders of His 
Majesty the Emperor, to the Eight Honourable Earl Bussell, 
that the Imperial Grovemment^ unable to submit to the unre- 
dressed insult, yields to the necessity of breaking off its 
relations with the Government of Her Britannic Majesty. He 
has the honour of informing his Excellency that his official 
functions cease from the present moment, and begs him to be 
good enough to make out the necessary passports for himself^ 
for his family, and the staff of his Legation. 

The Undersigned, &o.» 

(Signed) G. MOBEIBA. 
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No. 91. 
Earl Rwsell to M. Mcmira. 

Foreign Office, May 23, ISdS. 

Tlie Undersigned, Tier Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreij^ni Affairs, has the lionour to acknowle(l«^e the 
note of the Commander Moreira, Envoy ^Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary horn his Mcgesty the Emperor 
of Brazil of the 25th instant. 

The Undersigned regrets to find that the Minister of his 
Imperial Majesty is not satisfied with the explanation which 
the Undersigned has already offered. 

The Undersigned must repeat that both in the original 
orders for reprisals, and in the execution of those orders, 
nothing else waa in view hut to obtain reparation which 
friendly representations had failed to obtain for acts which, 
in the opinion of Her Majesty's Govemnient made reparation 
necessary, and that those orders were not dictated by any 
desire to offend the dignity or to make any aggression on the 
territories of the Emperor of Brazil. That which justified 
the orders of Her Majesty's Government justified also, in 
their opinion, the measures taken in execution of those 
orders. 

As, however, the Minister of the Emperor of Brazil appears 
to lutve positiye instructions to ask for his passports, the 
Undersigned, in complying with that request^ can only 
i^ret tms needless interraption of diplomatic relations. 

The Undersigned, 

(Signed) EUSSELL 
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